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OF BRITAIN, FROM THE INVASION OF 
JULIUS C-ffiSAR TO THE ABDICA- 
TION OF THE ROMANS. 



Bi 



I RIT AIN was l)ut very little known to tke reft 
of the world before the time of the Romans. The 
coafts^ oppofite Gaul were frequented hy mer« 
chants who traded tHither for fuch commodities as 
the natives were able to produce. Thefc, it is 
thought, after a time poflefTed tbemfelves of all the 
maritime places where they had at Arft been permit-^ 
ted to refide. There, findino; the country JfJjrtile, 
and commodioufly fituated lor trade, they fettled 
upon the fea-fide, and introduced the pfa&ice of 
agriculture. But it was very different with the 
inland inhabitants of the country, who confidered 
themfelves as the lawful poffefTors of the foil : Thefe - 
avoided all correfpondence with <hc new comers, 
^ - * B whom 



.a HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

whom they confidered as intruders upon their pro- 
perty. 

The inland inhabitants are reprefented as extreme- 
ly numerous, living in cottages thatched with ftraw, 
and feeding large herds of cattle. They lived moft- 
ly upon milky, or flefli procured by tl^c diace. What 
cloaths they wore to cover-any part of their bodies, 
were ufually the fkins of beafts; but much of their 
bodies, as the arms, legs, and thighs, were left 
naked, and thafe parts .were ufually painted blue. 
Their hair, which was long, flowed down upou 
their backs and flioalders, while their beards were 
Ictpt clofe fliaven, cxcept>upo» the upper lip, where 
it was fufFered to grow. , The/drefs of favage na- 
tions is every wherepretty much the fame, being cal- 
culated rather, to infpire terror than to excite love or 
refped. ♦ 

As to their government, it confifted of feveral 
fmall principalities, each under its refpedive. leader ; 
and this fcems to be the earlteft mode of dominion 
with which mankind are acqoatated, and deduced 
from the natural "privileges of paternal a.uthority. 
Upon great and uucommon dangers, a commander 
in chief was chofen by common confent, in a gene- 
ral affembly; and .to hrni Was committed the con- 
&ciSt of the general jntereft, the power j)f making 
peace, or leading to war. 

Their fbrceschij^y confifted of foot, and yet they 
could bring a confiderable aumber of horfe into the 
field upon great occaf\on$. They like wife ufed cha- 
riots in tfbttle, which, with fhort fcythes faflened to 
the ends of the axle-trees, iiifiiAed terrible wounds, 
Ijpreading terror ai^d devaftation wherefoever they 
drove. Nor while the chariots were thus deftfoying, 
were the warriors who condufied them unemployed j 
fhefe darted their javelins againft the enemy, ran^ 
-along the beam, leaped onthe ground, refumed their 
feat, ftopt, or. turned their hprfes ^t^full fpeed, ai?d 

feme- 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. J 

fometimcs cunningly retreated, to draw the enemy 
into confufion. 

The religbn of the Britons was one of the moft 
confiderable parts of their government j and the 
Druids, who were the guardians of it, poffeflcd great 
authpritf among them. No fpecies of fupcrftition 
was ever more terrible than theirs; befides the fevere 
penalties which they were permitted to infllia in this 
world, they inculcated the eternal tranfmigration of 
fouls, and thus extended their authority as far as th« 
fears of theii- votaries. They facriiiced human vic- 
tims, which they burned in large wicker idol^ made 
fo capacious as to contain a multitude of perfons at 
once, who were thus confumed together. To thefe 
rites, tending to imprefs ignorance with awe, they 
added the aufterity of their manners, and thfe fim^ 
plicity of their lives. 'They lived in woods, caves, 
and hollow trees; their food was acorns and berries, 
and their drink water; by thefe arts, they were not 
only refpefted, but almoft adored by the people. 
' It may be eafily fuppofed, that the manners of 
the people took a tindure from the difcipline of 
their teachers. Their lives were fimple, but they 
were marked with cruelty and fiercenefs; their 
courage was great, but neither dignified by mercy 
nor perfeverance. 

The Britons had long remained in this rude but 
independent ftate, when Cafar having over-run 
Gaul with his viaories, and willii^ ftiU farther tQ 
extend his fame, determined upon the conqueft of a 
country that feemed to promife an eafy triumph* 
When the troops deftii\ed for the expedition were 
embarked, he fer fail % Britain about midnight, 
and " the next morning arrived on the coaft neat 
Dover, where he faw the rocks and cliffs .covered' 
with armed men to oppofe his landing. 

The Britons had chofen Caffibelaunus for their 

comjuander in chief; but the petty princes under 

B2 , ' bh 



4 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. , 

his command, either defiring his ftation, or fuipeft- 
Bighis fidelity, threw ofF their allegiance. Some of 
them fled .with their forces into the internal parts of 
the kingdom, others fubmittcd to Caefar, till at 
length Caflibelaunus himfelf, weakened by fo many . 
.flcfertions, refolved upon making what 'terms he 

,was able while he yet bad power to keep the field. 
The con(Jitions offered by Caefar, and accepted by 
him were, that he fhould fend to the continent dou- 
ble the number of hoflages at firfl demanded, and 
that he fliould Jfcknowledge fobjedlion to the Ro- 
mans. Caefar, however, was obliged to return once 

.more to compel;the .Britons to complete their ftipu- 
lated treaty. 

Upon the acceflSon of Auguftus, that emperor had 
formed a defign of vifiting Britain, but was diverted 
from it by aii unexpedied revolt of the Pannonians. 
" Tiberius, wifely judging the empire already too 

, extenfive, made no attempt upon Britain. From that 
time the natives began to improivef in.all the arts which 
contribute to the advancement of human nature. 

The wild extravagancies of Caligula, by which 
lie threatened Britain with an inyafion, ferved ra- 
ther to expofe him. to ridicule than theiiland to dan- 
ger. At lepgth the Romans, in the reign of Clau- 
dius, began to think fcrioufly of reducing them 
under their dominion. The expedition ,for this 
purpofe was condudledin the beginning byPlauttus 
and other commanders, With that fuccefs which 
ufually attended the Roman arms. 

Oaradlacus was the firfl who feemed willing, by a 
vigorous effort, to refcue his country and repel its 
iniulting and rapacious conquerors. This rude fol- 
dier, though with inferior force«, continued, for 

. above nine years, to oppofe and harrafs the Romans; 
till at length he was totally routed, and taken pri- 

^ibner by Oflorius Scapula, whofent him in triumph 

^ Rome. Willie C2ira<Sl:acus was leading througjii 

Rome, 
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Rome, he appealed no way dejedled at the amazinjg 
concourfe of fpe6latorS that w^re gathered upon this 
bccafion, but carting his eyes on the fplendours th^t 
furrounded him, *• Alas (cried he,) how is it poili- 
We that ^eoplet poffefled of (bch magnificence at 
home could envy me an humble cottage in Britain !'* 
The emperor was afFefted wth the Britifli hero's 
misfortunes, and won by his acTdrefs. He ordered 
him to be unchiincd'upbn the (p'otV and fjt at liber- 
ty wiVh the reft of the captives. 

The cruel treatment of Boadic6a, queen of the 
Icenij'drove the Brit6ns once more into open rebel- 
lion, Prafatagus, king of the Iceni, at his death had 
bequeathed one-half of his dominions to the Romans, 
and the other to his daughters^ thUs hoping, by the 
facrifice of a part, to fecure the reft in his family: 
but it had a different efffedl ; for the-Rortian procura- 
tor immediately^ took gofleffioii of the whole; and 
when Boadic^a, the widow of the d6ceafed, Attempt- 
ed to remonftrate, he ordered her to be fcourged like 
a flave, and violated the chaftity of her daughters. 
Thefe outrages were fufRcient to produce a*"revoIc 
thtx>ughout the iflahd. * The Iceni, as being the moft 
deeply interefted in the quarrel, were the firft to 
take arms 5 all the other ftates fooil followed the ex- 
ample; and Boadicea, a womanof great beauty and 
mafculine fpirit, was appointed to head the comnion 
forces, which amounted to two hundred and thirty 
thoufand fighting men. I'hefe, exafperated by their 
wrongs,, attacked feveral of the Roman fettlements 
and cSonies with fuccefs. PauHnus, who command- 
ed the Roman forces, haftened to relieve London, 
which was already a flourifliing colony 5 but found, 
on,hi« arrival, that it would be requifite for the ge- 
nerial fafety to abandon that place to the merciiefs 
fury of the enemy. London was foon therefore re- 
duced to afhcs; iuch of the inhabitants as' remained 
in It were rhafiacred; and. the Romans, with all 
vB 3 •thcr 
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other.ftrangers, to the number of feventy tboufan<i, 
were cruelly put to the fword. Floflied with thcfe 
fuccefles, the Britons no longer fought to avoid the 
enemy, but boldly came to the place where Pauli.ius 
awaited their arrival, poftftd in a very advantageoHS 
^iianner with a body of ten thoufa^d mfn. The 
))attle was obstinate and bioody. Boadicea herfelf 
appeared in a chariot with her two daughters, and 
harangued her army with mafculine intrepidity; 
but the irregular and undifciplined bravery of her 
troops was unable to refift the cool intrepidity of the 
Romans. They were routed with great flaughter, 
eighty thoufand perilhed in the field, and an infinite 
number were made prifoners, while ^oadicea her- 
felf, fearing to fall into the hands of the enraged 
vi<Sh)r, put an end to her life by poifcn. 

The general who finally eftsddiflied the docninkMi 
of the Romans in this ifland was Julius Agncolaj 
who governed k during the reigm of Vcfpafian, 
Titus, and Domitian, and diftinguilhed hirafdf as 
well by his courage as humanity. . 

For fevcral years after the time of Agricda, a 
profound peace feems to have prevailed in Britain, 
and little mention is made of the afiairs of the iiland 
by any hiftorian. 

At length however, Rome, that had for ages given 
laws to nations, and diffufed flavery.and opprefHon 
over the known world, began to fink under her own 
magnificence. -Alankind, as if by a general con- 
fent, rofe up to vindicate' their natural freedom^ 
almoft every nation ^erting that independence 
which they nad been long fo unjuftly deprived of. 

During thefe ftruggles, the Britilh youth were fre- * 
quently drawn away into Gaul, to give inefFedual 
fuccour to the various contenders for the empire, 
who failing in every attempt, only left the name 
of tyrants .behind them. lathe mean time, as the 
Roman- forces decreafed in Britain, the Pidks and 

Scots 
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Scots continued ftill more boldly to infeft the 
northern parts *^ and croffing the Friths, which the 
Romans couid not guard, in little wicker boats co*- 
.vered with leather,.filled the country, wherever they 
-came, with f&ugliter and conilcrnation. 

The Romans, therefore, finding it.impoilible to 
ftand their ground in Britain, > in the reign of the 
emperor Valentinian, took their laft leave of the 
ifland,., after bein^; mafters of it near four hundred 
years, and now left the natives to the choice of their 
own government andktngs* They gave them the 
bell: inftru£Uons the ^calamitous times would permit, 
for exercifmg their arms and repairing their ranti- 
parts, and helped, diem to erecl a-new a wall of 
Aone built by the emperor Severus a^ro& the 
' i&md, wfaidi^ tbey had not, at that time, artizam 
ikilful enough among themfelves toreptrir. 

C HA P. IL 

thr s ax on S. 

i HE Britons being'now-left to themfelves, con- 
fidered their new liberties as t^ieir greatest ca;- 
jamity. ^ 

The Pi6ls and Scots uniting together, .-began to 
look upon Britain as th^ir own, and attacked the 
northern v/atl,..ud)ich the Romans haii built to keep 
off their incur/ions, with fuccefs. Having thus 
opened to themfelves a - pafluige, they ravaged the 
whole country with impunity, while the Britons 
fought precarious iheiter hi their woods and moun- 
tains. - 

It was in this deplorable and enfeebled ftate that 

the Britons had recourfe to.tiie Saxons, a brave peo* 

. pie, who for their ftrength and valour were formid*- 

able to all the German nations around theuv ^^^^ f^P^ 

ppfed to be more than a match for the gods them- 

B4 felves. 
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felve's. They were a people reftlefe and liold, who 
confidered war as their trade; and were in confe* 
quence, taught to confider vi<£tory as a doubtful ad* 
vantage, but courage as a certain good. A nation^ 
however, entirely addided to war, has feldom want- 
ed the imputation of crueky, as thofe terrors which 
are oppoted without fear are often inflidled without 
regret. The Saxons are reprefented as a very cruel 
nation : but we muft remember that their enemies 
have drawn the pidure* 

It was no difegreeable circumftance to thefe ambi- 
tious people to be invited into a country upon which 
they had for ages before been forming defigns. In 
' confequence, therefore, of Vortigern's (blemn invi- 
tation,, who was then king of Britain, they arrived 
with iifteen, hundred men, under the commgnd of 
HengiA and Horfa, who were brothers, and landed 
on the ifle of Thanet There they did noting 
remain inadtiye; but being joined by the Britifh 
forces, they boldly marched againft the Pids and 
Scots, whanad advanced as far as Lincolnfhire, and 
foon gained a complete viftory oyer them. 

The Saxons, however, being fenfible of the ferti- 
lity of die country to which they came, and the bar- 
rennefs of that which tljfcy had left behind, invited 
over great numbers of their countrymen to become 
{harers in their new expedition. Accordingly they 
received a frefli fupply of five thoufand men, who 
paffed over in feventeen veflels, and foon made a 
permanent eftablifhment in the ifland. 

The Britifii hiftorians, in order to account for the 
cafy conqueft of their country by the Saxons, affign 
their treachery, not lefs than their valour, as a prin- 
cipal caufe. They alledge that Vortigefn was art- 
fully inveigled into a paffion for Rowena, the daugh- 
ter of Hengift; and, in order to marry her, was in- 
duced toiettle the fertile province of Kent upon her 
father, from whence the Saxons could never after be 

removed. 
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removed. It is alledged alfo, that upon the death of 
Vortimer, which fliortly happened after the vidlory 
he obtained at Eglesfow, Vortigern his father was 
reinftated upon the throne. It is added, that thi) 
weak monarch, accepting of a fcftivalfrom Hengift^ 
three hundred of his nobility were* treacheroufly 
flaughtered, and himfelf detained^ a captive. 

After the death of Hengift, ieveral other German^ 
tribes, allured by the fuccefs of thpir countrymen, 
went over in great numbers. A Dody of Saxons,, 
under the conduft of iElIa and his diree fons, had 
fome time before laid the foundation of the kingdom 
of the South Saxons, . thourfi not without great op— 
pofition and. bloodfiicd.'. This new kingdom in- 
cluded Surry, Soflex, arid the New Eorefts and 
extended to the frontiers of Kent. * 

Another trilie of Saxons j -under the command of 
Cerdic and his fon Kenric, landed in the W«ft, and* 
fronfi thence took the name of Weft S^ons. Thefe 
met with a very vigorous oppofition from the na- 
tiveS) but being reinforced from Germany, and af- 
lifted by their countrymen on the ifland, they rout- 
ed theJJritons; and although retarded in their pro- 
grefsby the celelirated King Arthur, they had ftrength 
enough to keep poffeffion of the conquefts they had 
already made, Cerdic, therefore, with his fon fCen- • 
tic, eftabliftied the third Saxon kingdom in the 
ifland, fiamely, that of the Weft Saxons, including . 
the counties of Hants, Dorfct,. Wilts,. Berks, and.' 
the Ifle of Wight: - 

It was in oppofing this Saxon invader that the ce-- 
lebrated prince Arthur acquired his fame. Howfo- - 
ever unfuccefsful air his valour might h;\ve be^ in 
the' end, yet his nariie made Co great a figure in the 
fabulous aAnals of the times, t^at fome notice mi^ 
be taken of him. Thi^ prince is of fuch obfcure 
oHgin, that ibihe authors fuppofe him to be the fon . 
of King AmbrpfiUSj and others i>nly* his -nephew; 
'^ B 5. others.- 
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others again affirm that he was a Coniifli prince, 
and fon of Gurlois, krng of that province. How* 
ever this be, it is ceitain he was a commander of 

fpeat valour, and could courage alone repair the mi- 
erable ftate of the Britons, his might have been ef- 
feiluaL According to the moft authentic hifto- 
nans, he is faid to have worfted the Saxons in twelve 
.fucceffive battles. In one of thef&^namely, that fought 
at Caerbadon, in Berks, it Is afferted that he killed 
110 lefs than four hundred and forty of the enemy 
with his own hand. But the Saxons were too nu- 
merous and powerful to be extirpated ])y the defulto- 
ry efforts of fingle valour ; fo that a peace, and not 
conqueft, was the immediate fruit of his vidories. 
The enemy therefore, ftill gained ground; and this 
prince, in the decline of Jife, had the mortification, 
from fome domedic troubles of^his own, to be a pa- 
tient fpedator of their encroachments. His firft 
wife had been carried off by Melnas, king of Somer- ' 
fetfhire, who detained her a whole year at Glaftoa- 
bur^5 until Arthur^ difcovering the place of her re- 
treat, advanced with an army againft the ravifher, 
and obliged him to give "her back. In his k-cqnd 
wife, perhaps, he might have been more fortunate, 
as we have no mention made of her, but it was other- 
wife with bis third confort, who was debauched by 
his own nephew, Mordred. This produced a re- 
bellion, in which tTie king and his traiterous kinf- 
man meeting in battle, flew each other. 

In the mean time, while the Saxons were thus 
gaining ground in the Weft, their countrymen were 
not leS aftive in other parts of the ifland. Adven- 
turers ftill continuing to pour over from Germany^ 
one body of them, under the command of Urn, ' 
' feized upon the counties of Cambridge, Suffolk, 
and Norfolk, and gave their commander the title 
of King of the Eatt Angles, which v^ras the fourth '^ 
Saxon kingdom founded in Britain. 

Ano^r 
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AnoAer hody of thefe adventurers formed a king* • 
dom under the title of Eaft Saj^onyi or Eflcx, com- 
prdiending Eflex, Middiefex, and part of Hertford- 
fliire. This kingdom, which was difmembered 
from that of Kent,, formed the fifth Saxon princi- 
pality founded in Britain. 

The kingdom of Mercia was tb« fixth u-tiich wai 
cftaWiftied by thefe fierce invaders, comprehending 
all the middle counties, from the banks of the Se- 
vern to the frontiers of the twolaftnamed kingdoms. 

The feventh and laft kingxiom which they obtain- 
ed was that of Northumberland, one of the inoff 
powerful and extenfive of them all. This was 
formed from the union of two fmdler Saxon king- 
doms, the one called Bernicia, containing the prc- 
fent county of Northumberland arxl bimoprrc tjf 
Durham ; the fubjec^s of the other, called the Dciri,- 
extei^ding thettifelves over Lancaflvire and York* 
iiiirc. Thefe ^kingdoms were united ift the pedbn 
of Ethelfrid, king of Northumberland, by the cx»* 
pulfion of Edwin, his brother-in-law, from the 
kingdom of the Deiri, and the feizure of his domi- 
nions. In this manner, the nativ^ts being over* 
powered, or entirely expelled, feven kingdoms were 
eftabllflied in Biitjin, which have been Cmte wdl 
known by the Jiame of the Saxon Heptarchy.' 

TJie JSaxai.s heiiig thus eftablifhed in all thexJe- 
firable parts of the idand, and having no longer the 
Britons to contend with^ began to quarrel among 
themfeWes. A country divided into a number c^ 
petty hidej>etident principalities, muft ever be fubjeft 
to contention, as jealoufy and ambition -have more 
frequent incentives to operate. Afteraferies, there- 
fore, of battles, treafons, and ftratagems, all thefe 
petty principalities fell' tinder the power >cf Egbert,- 
king of Weffex, lyhofe merits deferred dommio©, 
and wKofe prudence fecured his conquefts. By hint 
ail the kingdoms cfthe Heptarchy w^re xttA\s^ un-' 

der- 



12 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

der pn€ common jurifdiftion ; but to give fplenddur 
to his authority, a general council of the clergy and 
laity was fummoned at Winchefter, where he was 
folemnly crowned king of England, by which name 
the united kingdom was thenceforward called. 

Thus, about four hundred years after the firft ar- 
rival of the Safxons»in Britain, all the petty fettle- 
ments were urit^d into one great ftate> and nothing 
offered but prc^eQs of peace, fecurity, and increal- 
ing refinementv 

It was about this period that St. Gregory undertook 
to fend miflionaries among the Saxons, to convert 
them to Chriftianity. It is faid, that before his ele- 
vation to the papal chair, he chanced one day to pafi 
through the flave-markgt at Rome, and perceiving 
fome children of great beauty who were fet up for 
falc, he enquired about their country, and finding 
they were Englifh Pagan*, he is feiia to have cried 
out, in the Latin language, Non Angli^ fed Angeli^ 
forent<i fi ^Jf^^t Chrijiianu They would not be 
Bfeglifh,; but. Angels, had they been Chriftians. 
Frbm that time he was ftriick with an ardent defire 
to convert thatainenlightened nation, and ordered a 
monk, named Auguftine, and others of the lame 
fraternity, to undertake the miiTion into Britain. 

This pious monk, upon his firft landing in the iflie 
^f Thanet, fent one of his interpreters to Ethelbert^ 
• the Kentifh king, declaring he was come fro«ti Rome 
with offers of eternal falvacion. The king hnmedi- 
at^ly ordered them to be furniflied with all lieceffa- 
liesi and even vifited them, though without declar- 
ing himfelf as yet in their favour. Auguftine, how- 
ever, encouraged by this favourable reception^ and 
,now feeing a profpeft of fuccefs, proceeded with re- 
doubled zeal to preach the go(peL -The king openly 
efpoufed the Chriftian religion, while his example 
wrought fo fuccefsf^ally on his fubjeSs, that numbers 
of them came voluntarily to be baptiz?d> their miffi- 
. ; 4 oner 
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oner loudly declaring againff any coercive means 
towards their converfion. In this numner the other 
kingdoms, one after the other, embraced tjie&kh; 
«nd England was foon as famous for its fuperftition 
as it had once been for. its averfenefs to ChriftiBoity* 

c H A P. in. 

The invasion of the DANES. 

Jl EACE and unanimity had been fcarcely efta- 
Wilhed in England when a mighty fwarm of thofe 
nations called Danes, who had poffeffed the coun- 
tries bordering on the Baltic, began to level their 
fury againft England. A fcnall body of them at* 
firft landed on the coaih, with a view to learn the 
ftate of the cotintiy; and having committed fome 
fmall depredations, fled to their Ih^s for fafety^ 
About feven years after this firft attempt, they made 
a defcent upon the kiaigdom of North umberlandy 
where they pillaged a monaftery; but their fleet 
being fhattcrenl by a ftorm> they were defeated by 
the inhabitants^ and put to the fvvord. It was not 
till about five years after the acccflion of Egbert, 
that their inr^fions became truly formidable. From 
that time they continued with unccafing ferocity, 
until the. whole kingdom was reduced to a ftate of 
the moft diftrcfsful bondage. 

Though often repulfcd^ they always obtained their 
end, of fpoiling the country, and carrying the plun- 
der away. It was their 'method to avoid coming, 
if poffible, tJo a general engagement j but fcattering 
themfelves ever the face of the country, they car- 
ried away,, indifcriminateiyy as well the inhabitants 
themfelves as all their moveable pofleffions. 

At length, however, they refolved upon making 
a, fettlement in the country, and landing 6nthe iile 

of 
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of Tiianet, ftationed themfelves there. In * this 
place they kept their ground^ notwithftanding a 
bloody viftonr gained over them by Ethdwolt 
The reign of Ethelbald, his fuccefibr, was of no 
long continuance; however, in fo ihort a fpace, he 
crouded a number of vices fufficient to render his 
name odious to pofterity. 

This prince was fuccceded by his brother Ethel- 
red, a brave commander, but whofe valour was in- 
fu£Bcient to reprefe the Danifh incurfions. In thefe 
exploits he was always affifted by his younger bro^ 
ther, AMred, afterwards furnamed the Great, who 
f^crificed all private refentment to the public good, 
having been deprived by the king of a large patri- 
mony. It was duriftg Ethelred's reign, that the 
Danes, penetrating into Mercia, took up their win- 
'ter quarters at Nottingham; frbm whence, the 
king, attempting to diflodge them, received a wound 
in the battle, of which he died, leaving his brother, 
Alfred, the inheritance of a kingdom that was now 
reduced to the brink of ruin. 

The Danes had already fubdued Northumberland 
and Eaft Anglia, and had penetrated into the very 
ileart of WefRx. The Mercians were united againft 
Alfred ; the dependence upon the other provinces of 
the empire was but precarious : the lands lay un- 
cukivated, through fear of continual incurfions ; 
iavi all the chuiches and monafteries were burned 
to the ground. In this terrible (ituatton of affairs, 
nothing appeared but obje6^s of terror, and every 
hope was loft in idefpair. The wifdom and virtues 
of one emn alcMie were found fufiicient to bring back 
happinefs, fecurity, and order ; and all the calami-* 
ties of the times found redrefs from Alfred. 

This prince feemed born not only to delt^nd his 
bleeding country, but even to adorn humanity. Ho 
had given .very early inftances of thofe great virtues 
which afterv^axds gave fplendour to his leign ; and 

was 
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was anotfited by pope Leo, as future king, when hb 
was fent by his ^ther for his education to Rome. 
On hi$ return from thence, he became ever^ dat 
tnore the obje6b of his father's fond afl^(5tions ; ana 
that perhaps was the reafon ^y his education wa^ 
au firfl negl^ed. He had attained the age of twelve 
before he was made acquainted with the loweft de- 
ments of literature ; but hearing foine Saxon poem& 
read, which recounted the praife of heroes, his whole 
mind ws« roufed> not only to obtain a fimiiitude of 
glory,^ but alfo tx> be able to tranfmit that glory td 
pofterity. Encouraged by the queen, his monier, 
and.aflifted by a penetrating geniufi, he foon learn- 
ed to read thefe com|)ofition£, and proceeded from 
thence to a knowledge of Latin authors, who dired- 
ed his taftq, and rcfkitied his ambition*. 

He was fcarce come to the throne when he was 
obliged to oppofe the Danes, who had feized Wil- 
ton, and were excrciilng their ufual ravages on the 
country around. He marched againft them with 
the few troops he could iiffemble on a fudden^ and a 
defperate battle was fought, to the difadvantage' of 
the Engliih. But it was not in the pcwcr of mif- 
jtbrtune to abate the king's diligence, though it re- 
prefl'ed his power to do good. * He was in a littler 
time enabled to hazard another engagement j fo that 
the enemy, dreading his courage and aAivity, pro- 
posed terms of peace, wliich he did not'think proper 
to refuse. They^by this treaty, agreed to reiinquiCb 
thekiogdom^l J»ut, inftead of complying with their • 
et^agemeots, they only removed from one place to 
anothW) burning andicftroying wherever they came» 

Aifred, tb«s oppofed to an enemy whom no -fta- 
tiiHiary force could refift, and no treaty could bind^ 
found him&lf uoaUe to repel the eSbrts of thofe ra- 
vage£8, who from all quarters invaded him. New 
fwarms of the enemy arrived every year upon the 
coafi, and freib invafiom were ftUl projeSied. Sotm? 

of 
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K)f his fabje6ls therefore left their country, and retir- 
ed into Wales, or fled to the continent; others fub- 
^nitted to the conquerors, and purchafed th^ir. lives . 
by their freedom. In this uni verfal defeSion, Alfred 
vainly attempted to remind thenv of the duty they 
owed their country and their khig y but finding- his 
xemonftrances inefteftual, he was obliged to give 
way to the wretched neceffity. of the times. Accord- 
ingly, relinquifhing.the enfigns of his dignity,, and. 
dilmifSng his fervants, he drefled himfelf in the ha- 
bit of a peafant, and lived for fome time in the houfe 
of an herdfman, who had beei^ entrufted with the 
care of his cattle. In this manner, though abandon- 
ed by the worldy and fearing an eneany in every 
quarter, ftill he refolved to continue in his country, 
to catch the flighteft occaiions for bringing it relief. 
In his folitary retreat, which was in the county of 
Somerfet, at the confluence of the rivers Parret and 
Thone, he aiiiufed himfelf with niufic, and fupport- 
ed his humble lot with the hopes of better fortune. 
It is faid, that- one day, being commanded by the 
hefdfman^s wife, who was ignorant of his quality, 
to tal^ care of fome cakes which were baking by 
the fire, he happened to let them burn, for which 
file feverely upbraid^ him for negleft. 

Previous to his retirement, Alfred had concerted 
meafures for aflfembTing a few trufty friends, when-p^ 
ever an opportunity fhould ofter of annoying the 
enemy, who were now in pofleflion of all the coun- 
try. This chofen band, ftill faithful to their mo- 
narch, took ihelter in the forefts and marfhes of 
Somerfet, and from theace made occafional irrup- 
tions upon ftraggling parties of the enemiy. Their 
iuccefs, in this rapacious :and dreary method of liv- 
ing, encouraged many mote to join their foci^y, till 
at length fulficiently augmented they repair^ to 
their. monarch, who had by t^at time been reduced 
by famine to the lalt extremity. 

Mean- 
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Meanij^ik Ubba, the ehief of the Danilh com- 
manders, carried terror over the whole land, and 
now ravaged the country of Wales without oppofi« 
tion. The only place where be found refiftance,.on 
his return, was from the caftle of Kenwith, into 
which the earl of Devonfhire had retired with a 
foiall body of troops. This gallant foldier finding 
himfelf unable to Aiftain a fiege, and knowing the 
danger of furrendertng to a perfidious enemy, was 
refoTved by one defperate effort, to felly out and 
force his way through theT)eficgers, fword in hand 
The propofal was embraced by all his followers, 
while the Danes, fecure in their numbers, and in 
their contempt of the enemy, were nor only routed 
with great (laughter, but Ubba, their general, was 
(lain. . - 

- This viftory once more reftored courage to the 
difpirited Saxons; and Alfred, taking advantageof 
'their favourable di^oiitton, prepared to- animate 
; them to a vigorous exerticni of theif fuperiority. He 
loon therefore apprized tbcm^of the place of his re- 
treat, and inftrudted them to be ready with all their 
ftrength at ^ .minute's warning. But flill none was 
found who woMid undertake to give intelligence of 
the forces and pofture of the enemy ; not knowing, 
therefore, a ^erfon in wh«m he could confide, he 
tjndertook this dangerous tafk himfelf. In the iim- 
pie dreis of a (hcpnerd, with a harp in hi& hand, he 
entered the Daniih camp, tried all his mufical arts to 
^;.*afe, and was fo much admired, that he was 
brought even into the prefence, of Guthrura, the 
Daniih prince, wkh whom he remained fbme days. 
There he remarked the fupinc fecurity of the Danes, 
their contempt of the linglifli, their negligence in 
foraging and plundering, and their diffolutc wafting 
of fuch ill-gotten booty. Having made his obferva- 
tions, he returned to his retreat, and detaching pros- 
per emiffarles among bis fubje^s, appointed thetfi 

to 
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to meet him in arms in the forelb of S^lwoodj a 
fummons which they gladly obeyed. 

It was againft the moll unguarded quarter <rf" the 
enemy that Alfred made his moft violent attaek,- 
while the Danes, furpriled to. behold an .army, of 
Englifli, whom they confidcred as totally- fubdued, 
raade but a faint refinance. Notwithftanding the 
fuperiority of th^ir number^ they were routed. with 
great ilaughter ; and though fuch as efca^>ed fled for 
refuge into a fortified camp in th;B. neighbourhood, 
being unprovided for a fiege, in lefs than a-ibrtnight 
they were compelled to fur render at difcretion. oy 
the conqueror's permiffion, thofe who did not chufe 
to embrace Chriftianity embarked for Flanders 
under the command of one of their generals, called 
Hadings. Guthrurh, their prince, became a convert, 
with thirty of his noUes,. aad the king himfelf an- 
iwered for him at the font- 
Alfred had, now attained the meridian of glory; ^ 
he poiTeiled a greater extent of territory than had 
ever been, enjoyed by any of his predecelTors j. the 
kings of Wales did him homage for their pofleixions, 
the Northumbrians received a king of his appoint- 
ing, and no enemy appeared to give him the leaft 
apprehenfious,. or excite an aiarin. In this ftate of 
profperity and profound tranquillity, which lafted for 
twelve years, Alfred was diligently employed in cul- 
tivating the ar;:s of peace, and in repairing the da*- 
mages which the kingdom had.fuftained by v:/ar. 

His care was to polifli. the country, by arts, as he 
had prote£led it by arms. He is faid to have drawn 
up a body of laws. His care for the encouragement 
of learning did not a little tend to improve the mo- 
rals and reilrain the barbarous habits of the' peopre. 
When he came to the throne, he found the Englifti 
funk into the grolTeft ignorance and barbarifm, pro- 
ceeding from the continued diforders of the govern- 
ment, and from the ravages of the Dapes. He 
.; himielf 
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himfelf complains, that, on his dccefHon, he knew 
not one perfon fouth of the Thames who could (o 
much as interpret the Latin fervice. To remedy 
this deficiency, be invited over the moft celebrated 
fcbolars from all parts of Europe : he founded, or at 
leaft re-eft abliflied, the univerfity of Oxfordy- aiid 
endowed it with many privileges j and he gave^ in 
bis own example, the ilrongeft incentives to ftudy.. * 
He ufually divided his time into three eoual porti- 
€»is j one was given to fleep, and the refeoion of his 
i>ody9 di^t, aUid exercife ; another, to the difpatch of 
bufmefs i and the third, to ftudy and devxxion. He 
made a confiderable progrefs in the ^JifFerent iludies 
of grammar, rhetoric, philofojrfiy, archite&are, «nd 

Seometry. He was an excellent biftorian; he un-» 
erftood mufic ; he was acknowledged to be die beft 
Saxon poet c^the age, and left many works bdiind 
him, iome of which repfiajn to diis day. To give 
a chamfter of this prince would only be, to fum up 
thofe qualities which conftttate per%<fHof». Even 
virtues feemingly oppoftte^ were happily Uended m 
his difpoTition} perfeverin^ yet flexible ; moderate, 
yet cnterprifing j juft, yet merciful ; ftern in com* 
mand, yet gentle in converfation. Nature. alfo, as 
if defirous that fuch admirabje qualities of toM 
ihould be fet off to the greateft advantage, had be- 
ftowedon him all bodHy accomplishments, vigour, 
dignity, and an engaging opcji countenance. 

His fpcond fon, Edward, fucceeded him on die 
throne. To him fucceeded Athelftan, his natural 
fon, .the illegitimacy of his birtli not being then 
deemed *a fufiicient obftacle to his inheriting die 
crown. He died at Gloucefter, after a reign of fix- 
teen years, and was fucceeded by his brother Ed- 
mund, who, like the reft of his predeceflbrs, met 
with difturbancc from the Northumbrians on his ac- 
cefiion to the throne; but fais aSivity foon defeated 
their attempts. The refeniment this monarch bore 

to 
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to men* of an abandoned way of living was the caufc 
of his death. He was killed by LeolfF, a robber, at 
a feaft, where this villain had the infolence to in- 
trude into the king's prefence. His brother, Edrcd, 
was appointed to fucceed, and, like his predeceflbrs, 
this monarch found himfelf at the head of a rebelli- 
ous and refracSbory people. Edred inrplicitly fub- ' 
' mitted to the <lireclions of Dunftan the monk, both 
in church and ftate; anchtfhe kingdom was in a-ftrir 
way of being turned into a papal province by this 
zedous ccclefiaftip ^ but be was checked in the midft 
of his career by the death of the king, who died of 
a quinfy, in the tenth year of his reign. 

Edwy, his nephew, who afcended the tTironej.his ^ 
©wn fons being j«et unfit to govern, was a prince of 
great peiforial accomplifliments, arid* a martial dif- 
pofi^ion. But he was now come to the government ' 
of a kingdom, in which he had an enemy to contend 
with, againft whom all military virtues *could be of 
little fervice. #Dunftan, who- had governed during 
the former reign, was rofolved'to remit nothing of 
his authority in this; and Edwy, immediately upon 
his acceflion, found himfdf involved in a quarrel 
\wth the monks, whofe rage neither his accomplifli- 
ments nor his virtues could mitigate. 

Among other inftances of their cruelty, the fol- 
lowing is recorded. There was a lady of the royal 
bloo'J, named Elgiva, whofe beauty had tnade a 
flrong impreffion upon the young monarch's heart. 
He had even ventured to marry her, contrary to the 
advice of his counfellors, as flie was within the de- 
grees of affinity prohibited by the canon law. On 
the day of his coronation, while his nobility were 
giving a loofeCo the more noify pleafures of wine and - 
feftivity in the great hall, Edwy retiredto his wife's 
apartment i where, in company with her mother, he 
enjoyed the more pleafing fatistaftion of her conver-_ 
iation. Dunftan no lbone:r perceived his abfence, 

than 
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than conjefturing the reafon, he rulhed furioufly in- 
to the apartment, and upbraiding him with all the 
hi tternefs of ecclefiaftical rancour, dragged him forth 

* Nju the aioft outrageous manner. Dunftan, it feems, 
was not without nis enemies, for the king was ad- 
vifedto punlfhthis infult, by bringing him to ac* 
count fof the inoney with whlchrhe had been entruft- 
ed during the Uft reign. This account the haughty 
monk refufed to give in.; wherefore, he was deprive- 
ed of all the ecclefiaftical and civil emoluments of 
which Jie had been in pofTeflion, and banifhed the 
kingdom. His exile only fejved to increafe the re- 
putation of His fan<Slity with the people; among the 
reft Odo, archbifliop of Canterbury, was fo far 
tranfported with the fpirit of party, that he pro- 
nojLinced a divorce between Edwjr and Elgiva. The 
king was unable to refift the indignation of the 
church, and confcnted to furrender his beauttfiil 
wife to its fury. Accordingly, Odo fent into the 
palace a party of foldiers, who feize4the queen; 
and, by his orders, branded her on the face with a 
hot iron. Not contented with this cruel vengeance, 
they carried her by force into Ireland, and there com- 
manded her to remain In exile. This injundlion, 
however, was too diftrcffing for that faithful woman 
to comply with ; for being cured of her wound, and 
having obliterated the marks which had been made 
to dtface her beauty, fhe once more ventured .to re- 
turn to the king, whom Ihe ftjll regarded as her 
hufband. But misfortune continued to purfue her. 
She was taken prifoner by a party whom the arch- 
bifhop had "Appointed to obferve her conduft, and 
was put to death in the moft cruel manner; the 
finews of her legs being i:ut, and her body mangledy 
-fhe was thus left to expire in the greateft agony. In 
the mean time, a fecret revolt againft £dwy became 
almoft general ; and Dunftan put himfelf at the head 

4?f the party. The malegontents at lajl proceeded 

to 
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-to open rebellion; and having placed Edgar, die 
king's younger brother, a boy of about thirteen years 
of age, at their head, they foon put him in poflefSon 
of an the northern parts of the kingdom. Edwy*s 
power and the number of his adherents every day 
declining, he wzs at laft obliged to cotifent to a parti- 
tion of the kingdom; but his death, which happen- 
ed foon after, freed his enemies from all farther in- 
-quietude, and gave Edgar peaceable {>oflfeffion of the 
government. 

Edgar being placed on the throne by the influence 
of the monks, affected to be inti rely guided by their 
directions in all his fucceeding tran&iSions. 

Little worthy of notice is mentioned of this mo- 
narch except his amour with Elfrida, which is of 
too fingular a nature to be omitted. Edgar had long 
heard of the beauty of a young lady, whofe name 
,was Elfrida, daughter of the earl of Devonfliire ;.but 
unwilling to credit common fame in this particular, 
he fent Etheftvald, his favourite friend, to fee, and 
inform him, if Elfrida was indeed that incomparable 
woman report had defcribed her. Ethelwald arriving 
at the earl's, had no fooner<:aft his eyes upon that 
nobleman's daughter than he became defperately en- 
amoured of her himfelf. Such was the violence of 
his paffion, that, forgetting his matter's intentions, he 
folicited only his own intereft, and demanded^ for 
himfelf the beautiful Elfrida from her father in mar- 
riage. The favourite of a king was not likely to - 
find a refufal ; the earl gave his confent, and their 
nuptials vrtre performed in private. Upon his re- 
turn to court, which was (hortly after, he alTured the 
king, that her riches alone, and her high quality, had 
been the caufe of her &me, and he appeared amazed 
how the world could talk ib much and fo unjuftly of 
her charms- The king was fatisfied, and no longer 
felt any curiofity, while Ethelwald fecretly triumph- 
ed, in his addrefs. When he had, by ^is deceit, 
, weaned 
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weaned the king from his purpofe, he took an op»- 
portunity, after fome time, of turning the converfa^ • 
tion on Elfrida, reprefenting, that though thefortunc 
0f die earl of Devonlhire's daughter would be a 
trifle to a king, yet it would be an irmnenfe acquis* 
fition to a needy fubjeft. He, therefore, humbfy 
entreated permiffion to pay his addrefles to her, as 
{he was the richeft heirefs in the kingdom. A re- 
•<|ueft fo feemingly rcafonable, was readily complied 
with ; Ethelwald returned to his wife, Sind their nup- 
'tials were folemnrzeo! in public. His greatcft care, 
however, was employed in keeping her from court; 
and he took every precaution to prevent her from, . 
appearing before a king fo fufceptible of love, while 
fee wa?; fo capable of infpiring that paffion. •But it 
was impoffible to keep his treachery long concealed. 
Edgar was foon informed of tne whole tranfatStion ; 
but diffembling his refentment^ he took occasion to 
rifit that part of the country where this miracle of 
beauty was detained, i:ccompanied bj Ethelwald, 
who relufbntfy attended him thither, tipon coming 
near the lady's habitation he told him, that he had 
a Goriofity to fee his wife, of whom he had former- 
ly heard fo much, and defired to be introduced as 
his acquaintance. Ethelwald, thunder-ftrnck at 
the propofal, did dl in his power, but in vain, to 
diffuade him. All he could obtain, was permiffion 
xto go Ijefofe, on pretence of preparing for the 
king's reception. On his arrival, he fell at his 
wife's feet, confeffing what he had done to be 
-pofleffed of her,charms, .and conjuring her to con- 
ceal, as much as poffible, her beauty from the king, 
who was but too. fufceptible of its power. Elfrida, 
littk obliged to him for a paffion that had deprived 
her of a crown, promifed compliance j but, prompt- 
ed either by vanity or revenge, adorned her perfon 
with the moft exfjuifite art, and called up all her 
beauty on the occafion. The tvcnt anfwered her ' 

expcdations; 
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expectations ; the king no fooner few, than he loved 
her, and was inftandy refolved to obtain her. • The 
better to efFedl his intentions, he concealed his paf- 
fion from the hufband, and took leave with a feem- 
ing indifference ; but his revenge was not the lefs 
<;ertain and fatal. Ethel wald was fome time after 
fent into Northumbedand, upon pretence of urgent 
affairs, and was found murdered in a wood by the 
way. Some fay he was flabbed by the king's own, 
hand; fome, that he qn\y commanded the aflailina- 
tion; however this be, Elfrida was invited foon 
after to court, by the king's order, .and their nup- 
tials >yere performed with the ufual folemnity. 

This monarch died, after a reign of fixteqn years, 
in the jhirty-third year of his age,, being fucceeded , 
by hisibn, Edward^ whom he had by bis firfl mar-, 
riage with: the daughter of the earl of Ordmer. 

Edward, firnamed the Martyr, was made king by^ 
the interefl of the monks^ and lived but four years 
after his accelEon. In his reign there is nothing re- 
markable, if'we except his tragical and memorable 
end. Hunting one day near Corfc Caflle, where 
Elfrida, his mother-in-law refid^d, he thought it his 
duty to pay her a vifit, although he was not attend- 
ed by any of his ^^etinue. T-here defiring fome li- 
quor to be brought him, as he was.thirfly, while he 
was yet holding the cup to his head^ one of Elfrida's 
domeftics, inftrufted for that purpofe, ftabbed him 
in the back. The king finding himfelf wounded, 
put fpurs to his horfe; but, with the lofs of blood,- 
he fell from the faddle, and his igot (licking in the 
ftirrup .he was dragged along by his horfe till he 

died^ 

Ethelred the Second, the fon of Edgar and Elfrida, 

fucceeded; a weak andirrefolute monarch, incapable 

of governing the kingdom, or of providing for its 

fafety. During his reign, the old and terrible ene- 

" mies, .tl)e Danes, who feemed not to be loaded with 

the 
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Ae (ame accumulation of vice and folly as the Eng'^ 
ffft, were daily gaining ground. The weaknefit 
and the inexperience of rlthelred appeared to give a 
fiivourable opportunitv for renewing their depreda- 
tions ; and, accordingly, they landed o.-Weveral parts 
of the coaft, ^reading Aeir ufual terror and deraf- 
tation. 

As they lived indifcriminately among the Engli/firy ^ 
^ refolution was taken for a general maflacre ; and 
Ethelred, by a policy incident to weak princes, em- 
braced the cruel refolution of putting them all to the 
fword. This plot was carried on with fuch fecrecy^ 
that it was executed in one day, and all the Danes 
in Eng^*id were deftroyed without mercy. But 
this maflacre, fo perfidious in the contriving, and fo 
crtiel in-the execution, inftead of ending the long 
inUbries of the peo^e, only prepared the way foi: 
greater calamities. 

WJ^fle the Englifli were yet congratulating each 
ether upon t^cir Tate deliverance frbm an inveterate! 
enemy, Sweyn, king of Denmark, who had beeir 
informed c^oieir treacherous cruelties, appeared ofE 
Ae weftem coafts with a large fleet, meditating: 
flaughter, and furious with revenge. * Ethelrcd was 
obliged to fly into Normandy, and the whole coun- 
try raus came under the power of Sweyn, his vic- 
torious rival. 

Canute, afterwards fufnamed the Great, fucceed- 
ed S wwn as king of Denmark, and alfo as general 
of the Danifh forces in England. The conteft be- 
tween him and Edmuiid Ironfide, fucceflbr to Elthcl-. 
ired, ^s managed with great obftinacy and peife- 
verahce^ the firft battle that was fought ap[)caicJ 
undeeiflve 5 a fecond followed, in wiiich the Danes 
were vidkcM-ious; but Edmund ftill having intereft • 
rnoi^h to bring a third army into the field. th# 
Danim and Englifli nobility, equally harraffcd hf 
tiicfe eonvulfions> obliged their kings to c<?^n:e to m 
C comprcmiftjp, 
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compromife, and divide the kingdom between them 
by treaty. Canute referved to himfelf the northern 
parts of the kingdom, the fouth^rn parts were left 
to Edmund ; but this prince being murdered about 
z month aft ,0 the treaty by his two chamberlains, 
at. Oxford, Canute was left jn peac^aye pofleffion 

, of the whole kingdom. 

.-'Canute is reprefejited "Hy ftme Mftorians ias one 
•f the firft'chara<£lers in thofe barbarous ages. The 
piety of the latter part of his life, and the -refolute 
valour of the former, were copies, that filled the 
mouths of his courtiers with flattery and praife. 
They even affeficd to think his power uncontroul- 
able, and that all things would be obedient tip. his 
command. Canute, fenfible of their ^du lotion, « 
faid to have taken the- following method to reprove 
them. He ordered his chair. to be fet on the fea- 
Ihore, while the tide was coming in, and command- 
ed the fea to retire. " Thou art under my dortii- 
nion, cried h'e; the land upon which I fit is mine; 
I charge thee therefore to approach no farther, nor 

' dare to wet the feet of thy fovereign." He feigned 
to fit fome time in expectation of fubmiflion, till the 
.wayes l)egan to.furround him :. then, turning to hb 
courtiers, he obferved, that the titles of Lord and 
Mafter. belonged only to hin;i who both earth and 
feas were ready to obey. Thus feared and refpeCted^ 
he I?ved many years, honoured with the (iirnao^e of 
Qreat for his power, but defcrvingrit ftjll i?iGre for 
his virtues. He died at Shaftefbury, in therJnine- 
.teenth year of his reign, leaving behind him three 
foris, Sweyn, Harold, and Hardicanute. Sweyn was ^ 

'crowned king of Norway^ Hardicanute was put in 

. pofleifion of Denmark, and Harold fucceeded hU 
father on the Englifh throne. 

To Harold fucceeded his.i)rothe.r, Hardicantutc, 
whofe title was readily acknowledged both. by the 
Danes and the Englifh) and upon his arrival from 

"' " the 
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*e contment, be was received with the moft extr^ 
vagant demonftrat bns of ior. Th* t.wl ^ 
and unjuft governinent wa^'ut l&Jr?^:^. 
he d.ed two years after his acceiEon, inconfeJuSe ' 
of excefs at the marriaee of a nJ:a^i°:lTJ^^ 



... -.»..„„ 7«=«»diicrnisacceifion, nconfeouenr.* 

iine upon the thW, L acS Jl^EdS?^* 
n,^^.^^-' -* -^ ehe^^'efr^tt 

.eiJ1|?te;lt^ti^f,^ 

'"^A?h^'f.°L**'';^^'^"' "monarch rSred 

Asheh«dJ)een bred in the Norman conri I.- 
Jewed, m every inftance, a predSon for'tSe 
-cuftom, laws, aad even the natives of ?Lt 'ul^'' 
tivi and among the reft of his faults! thoudh hi 
had married Editha, the daughter of God^f„^,,^* 
«ither from miftaken piety, or -fixed aveXn '7^ 
»ng h.s whole reign he^bSained fr^'J^f £S ^"'■■ 
njis haj'ng no legitimate iffue, andbein? whnir. 
engroffed, during the continuance of a i2T5^ 
*";h tte-vifions of fuperftition, Ae was a??aft7"' 
S:?i*T fi^knefs, which brought blJ7o Ws end on 

attendant upon an ill-grounded tide ^^f°«""" 
lions were oppofed bv Wiliul j i! rVr^ P''^'^"- 
who infifteK thJ SHeWed S^'^e"^^^* 
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Wilfiam, ^^ho was afterwtrds called Ac Coii«. 
qucror, was the natural foa of Robert ddoe pf H€n> 
mandy. His mother's name was ArlettC) a bcaudi* 
ful maid of Falaizc, whom Robert fell in lov« with 
as ihe ftood gazing. at the door wbilft be pa(9^ 
through the town. AVilKan*, who w^ tfcc ©faring 
of this amour, owed a p^t <9f his gi^e«fhbfs.to1iis 
birth, but ftill nioce to bi&^siwn (Kiife^l iiMrit. rJHRi 
body was vigoifoufi^ bis cifind Cflpacitjus and jkjUc^ 
and his courage not to be rq>reflea by apntient dan* 
ger. Upon coming to his dukedom of Nornmnd}!^ 
though yet very young, he on all fides oppofed his 
. rebcflious fubjefls, and repreffed foreign itnrad^ai 
while his valour and condu<5l prefv ailed in every ac* 
. tion. The tranquillity which be had thus eft&blifli- 
ed in his dombions, indji^dd him to ^tead Ws 
views; and fome overtures made him ;l}y £fdward 
the. ConfeiTor, in the latter part. of his ne'^n, who 
was wavering in the choice 0f a focceflbr, ti%flamed 
his ambition with a defireofikicceeding to the£r^- 
lifli throne. The pope himfelf wa& not btfaifid tiie 
|-eft in favouring his pretenfions 5 but either influ- 
enced by the apparent juflice of his cJaims, or by 
the hopes of extending "the authority of the churcbj 
he immediately ^pronoujiced HaroW an ufurper* 
With fuch favourable incen^tives, William foo» 
found himfelf at the bead of a chofen army of fixty 
thouland men,^a}l equipped in.the moft .w;irlHce and 
fplendid manner; jt was in tfte^ beginning of fum- 
mer that he embarked this powerfial body on board 
a fleet of three hundred fail; rand, after . feme -fmall 
oppolition from the weather, landed at.Pevenfey on 
the coafl: of Suflex, wit^h refokte traniti|wilHty. ^ 

Harold, who feemed refolved to- defend bis right 
to the crown, and retain that, f^vereigitty which he 
had received from the people who omy bad a right . 
to b^ifti^w, it, was now returning, flulhed^with con- . 
quefl, from defeating the Norwegians, who had in- 
' ^ vaded 
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Viadfid the kingdosi, with all the forces b^ bad ein-> 
plojred in that escpedltion, and all he could invite or 
coUeft in Ae country thtoiigh which he paffcd. 
Hi» army was compofed of aftrve and valiant troops, 
'm high fpirits, ftron^ly attached to their king, and 
eager to engage. On the other hand,, the army of 
WilUam confifted of the flower of ail the conti*^ 
nent, and had been long inured to danger. The 
mtn of Br^agne^ Bologne, Flanders, PoiAou^ 
Maine, Orbans, France, and Normandy, were all. 
voluntarily united under his commaiid. England 
never before, nor ever fmce,.faw two fuch aitnies 
drawn up to difpute its crown. The day before tha- 
kartle, William fent an offer to Hacold to divide the 
quarreli between them by fingle combat,* and thue to ' 
^are the blood of thouiands y but Harold refufed, and^ 
mid| hfi would leave It to the God of armies to deter-^ 
miac» Both armies, therefore, that night pitched in ^ 
&f^t of each cither, esqM&mg the dawnins of thv^ 
dc^ widi impatienee. The £nglrfh paSkd me mghi: 
m ibngs and ^aftiag; ^ the Nomuuifr in devotion and ' 
prayer. 

The next morning at fevto, as foon as day ap- 
j^ared, both armies were drawn up in array againfl 
eaoh other. Haffoid appeared in the centre of his 
f0rc6S> leading, on his army on foot, that his men 
xnifthtbentorecncdTitraged, by feeing their king ex- 
jpofed Co an -duality of danger. • William fought on 
horfdaack, l^ihg ort his army th^t moved af once, 
finging the fong. of Roland, one of the chieft of their. 
OQuntiy. ' The Norman^ began thd fight with their * 
. crofs bows, which, at firft, gaS^ and furprifed the 
Englilh, and as their ranks were clofe, theirarrpws 
did great execution. But foon they came to clofer • 
fight, and the Englifh, with their bills, hewed down 
their adverfaries with great flaughter. Confufioii 
was fpreading among the ranks, when William, who 
found himfelf on the brink of deflrufiion, haflened 
with a jfete£l band to the relief of bis forces. His 
C 3 prefence 
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prefence reftored the fufpence of battle ; he was feen 
in every place, endeavouring to pierce the ranks of 
the enemy, and bad three horfes flaia under him* At 
length perceiving that theEnglifh line continued im- 
penetrable, he pretended to give ground, which, as 
he expeic^ed, drew the enemy from their ranks, and 
he wajS inftantly ready to take advantage of their dif- 
©rder,- Upon a fignat given, the Normans imme- 
diately returned to the charge with greater fviry than 
before, broke the Enelifli troops, and purfued'them- 
to a rifmg ground. It was in this extremity, that 
Harold was feen flying from rank to rank, rallying . 
and infpirijig hi$ troops with vigour ; and though he 
had toiled all daj^ till near night-fall, in the- front of 
bis KentiQi-men, yet he ftill fcemed unabated in 
force or courage^ keeping his men to the poft of 
ioDour. Once more, therefore, th^ victory fecmed: 
to turn againft the Normans, and they fell in great 
numbers; fo that the fierccnefs and obftinaoy of this 
memorable battle was often renewed by the courag* 
of the leaders, whenever that of the foldiers began 
to flacken. Fortune, at length, determined a vie*-, 
tory that valour was unable to decide. Harold^mak* 
ing a furious opfet at the head of his troops,, againfir 
the Norman armed infantry, was Ihot into the brain* 
by an arrowj and his two valiant brothers, fighting . 
by his fide, iharcd. die fame fate. He fell with a- 
fword in his hand, aniidft heaps of (lain, audi after 
the battle the royal corpfe could hardly be diftin- 
guiflied among the dead. 

This was the end of the Saxon monarchy in 
England, which had continued for more than fix 
hundred years. . 
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C H A P. IV. 
WILLIAM THE CONQjaEROR. 

/\S Toon as William pafled the ThamesjyatWal- 
Ifngford, Stigand, the primate, made fubmiflions to 
him in the name of the clefgy^ and before he canic 
within fight of th'e city, all the chief nobility came 
into his camp,- and declared an intention of yielding 
to his authority. William was glad of being thus 
peaceably put in poffeffion of a ^Jirone which feveral 
cf his predeceflbrs hadnot gained without repeated ^ 
yidlorit^* 

But in order to give his Invafion all the {znStiorf * 
poffible, he was crowned at Weftminfter by the 
archbifliop of York, and took the oath ufual in tht 
times of the Saxon and Danifh kings, which was, to 
prote<a and defend the church, to obferve the* b\^i 
of the redm, -and to govern the people with impai- 
^ity« ' Having thus fecured the government, and 
by a mixture of vigour and lenity brought the Eng- 
lifh to an entire fmmiffion, he refolved to return to- 
the continent^-theTe to enjoy the triumph and con-*- ' 
gratuladon -of his ancient fubje£ts. - 

In the mean time, the abfence of^e Conqueror * 
in England produced the moft fatal eflSefts. His 
officers being no longer cOntrouled by his juftice, 
thought this a fit opportunity for extortion ; while 
the Englifh, no longer awed by his prefence, thought 
il^the happieft occalion for vindicating their fieedoin. • 

The Englifh had entered into a confpiracy to cut 
off their invaders, and fixed the day for their intend- 
ed maffacre which was to be on Afti-Wednefflay, 
during the time of divine fervice, when all the Nor- 
mans would be unarmed 'as penitents, according to 
the difcipline of the times. But Williiun's retun) 
C 4 - quickly 
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quickly difcoocerted a]l their fchemes : And from 
that time forward he began to loie all confidence in 
his Englifli fubjeds, and to regard them as invete- 
rate and irreconcileable enemies. He had already 
raifed fuch a number of fortrefies in the kingdom, 
that he no longer dreaded thp tumultuous or tranAent 
efforts of a difcontented multitude; he therefore 
determiif ed to treat them as a conquered nation, to 
indulge hi« own avarice, and that of hi^ followers, 
by numerous coniifcations, and to fecufe his power 
by humbling all who were able to make any refift^ 
ance- He proceeded to confifcatc all the eftatcs of 
the Engliih gentry, and to grant them liberally to 
his Norman followers. Thus all the ancient and. 
honourable families were reduced to beggary, an4 ^ 
the Engliffa foutnd themfelves entirely excluded 
from every road that led either to honour or pye^ 
ferment. 

To keep the clergy as much as t>odIt)le in his in* 
tereft, he appointea none but his own countrymen 
to the moft conflderable church di2mties> and evea 
difplaced Stigand, archbifliop #f Canterbury^ ufon • 
ibme, frivolous pretences. > ' 

William having crufhed fevcriAconi^^^acics, and 
by punifhing the male-contents, thus fecured the 
peace of his domicions, now expe£led refi from bis 
labours; and finding none either wiUing or powerfiil 
enough to oppoie hmi, he hoped that ^e end of hi| 
reign would be marked with profperity and peace. 
£ut fuch is the blindnefs of human hope, that be 
. found enemies where he leafl expeded them, and 
fuch too as ierved to imbitter ail the fatter part of his 
life. His h& troubles were esccited by his owa 
children, from the oppofiog of whom he could ex- 
pedtl to reap neither glory nor gain. He had three 
fons, Robert, William, and Henry, befides feveral 
daughteiS* Robert, bis eldeft foo, furnamed Curt* 
hofe^ from the ihortnefs of bis legs^ was a prince 

lyho 
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who udi«rt^ dl the bravery of his family AB^n»* ~ 
tion, but vns raifcer bold tfcafi prudent; and \?w 
oftett hedrd to exprrfs his jeaJouiy of his two bro- 
tht^ William and Henry... Thcfci .by greater 
aftduity* bad wrought upon the credulity ^nd a€fcc- 
tiom ef the kiwg, a«d confequciidy were tfce more 
dMioxioQS'toRobeft.'- A mind, thcitfore; fo wcfl - 
prefiared for refencmem, feon found or rtode a caufe 
fe- aft opew nrpmrc, « The princes were one day iit • 
fporr togcthtsp, ahd in Ac Idle pcttflance of play, . 
took k in then* headto throw water upon theif^ cMcr 
bMriier asbe ptSki through die* court, on leaving 
.their apartment.^- Robert, afi alive te fufpicion, 
^ckif turned this^ frolic into a fludied indtgnity, 
and having diefejealoufies ft M farther inflamed by 
onp of hfs -favourites, he drew his fWord, and ran ^ 
up &mts with intent to taVe revenffc. The whole 
caffie was cmickly fillcd^lh tumtrtt, and it was not 
without fome difficulty^ '4hat the kinghimftlf was - 
aWe-to ^appeafe it. ' - But- h*:^ couM "not allay the ani- * 
nffofity w^iich, iirom that moipent, ever after pre- 
vafted in his femity, R«(bert, attended by feveral ^• 
of his confedcr^es, withdrew to Rouen that very 
night, hoping to furprife the caftlc, but his defiga * 
W»s ^jRrated by the governor. - 

The flame being thus kindled, the popular cha-r - 
radfe*' of the prince^^ and ^ fympathy of manners, » 
engaged: all the young^ nobaity of Normandy and • 
Maine, , as well ^ as:^ of Anjou and Brittany, to " 
c^ppufe his quarrel J even his mother, it is faid, fup- 
ported him by fccret remittances, and aided him in * 
his obftinate refiftance by jtffvate encouragement. 
This mmatursd conteft 'continued fop 'feve*;al years • 
tor inflame the Nwmanf ftate; and^Wiliiam-was ^ 
at laft obliged to have recourfe to England for Sup- 
porting his authority a^ainft his foh. Accordingly ' 
drawing an army of LngHflimen together, he led - 
them over to Normandy, where he foon compelled . 
C5:. Robert/ 
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Robert and his adherents to quit the fietd, and he 
waS/quickly reinftated in all his dominions. 
. William had fcarcely put an end to this tranfa£b*- 
on, when he felt a very fevere blow in the death •£ 
Matilda, his queen > and as misfortunes generally 
come together, he received information of a general 
infurreiSlion in Maine, the nobility of whi(:b had 
been always averfe to the Norman government. 
Upon his arrival on the continent, he found that the 
infurgents had been fecretly affifted and excited by. 
the king of France, whofe policy confifted in thus 
leflening the Norman power, by creating diflen* 
fions amonff the nobles of its different provinces* 

" William's difpleafure was not a little increafed by 
the account he received of fome railleries which that 
monarch bad thrown out againft him. It (eems that 
William, who was become corpulent, bad been de- 
tamed in'bed fome time by ficknefs , and Philip was 
heard to fay, that he omy lay-in of a big belly. 
This fo provoked the Englilh monarch, that he/cnt 
him word, he fbould foon be up, anjd would at hi& 

' churching prefent fuch a number of tapers, as would 
fet the kingdom of France in a flame. 

In order to perform -this promife, he levied a ftrone 
army, and entering the Ifle of France, deftroyed and 
burned all the villages and houfcs without oppofi-' 
don, and took the town of Mante, which he reduced 
to afhes. But the progrefs of thefe hoftilities wa& 
flopped by an accident which ihortly after put an 
end to William's life. His horfe chancing to place 
his fore-feet on fome hot afhes, plunged fo violently 

. that the rider was thrown forward, and bruifed upon 
the pummel of the faddle to fuch a degree that he 
fufFered a relapfe, of which he died ihortly after, at a 
little Village near Rouen. 
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CHAP. V. 

WILLIAM RUFUS. 

W ILLI AM, furnamed Rufus from the co-i * 
. loiir of his hair, was iappointed, by the king's will, 
his iutceflbr, while the- elder fod, Robert, was left 
m pofleffion^of 'NofiriSmd'y/- Neverthelefs, the 
Norman barons were, from the'beginning, difpleat 
ed at the divifioii of the empire by the late king; ♦ 
*they eagerly defired an union as before, and looked 
upon Robert as the proper cJwne^of the whole. A 
powerful confpiracy was therefore carried on againft 
William; and Odo, the*iate king's brother, under- - 
took to condudl it to maturity. * 

William, fenfibJe of the, danger thiit threatened 
himj endeavoured to gain the affedlions of the na- 
tive Englifbi whom he prevailed, upon by promifes 
of future good treatment, and preference ^n the dif- ' 
tribution of his favours, to efpoufe his interefts. 
He was foon therefore in the field ; and at the head 
of a numerous army, {hewed himfelf in*readinefs to* 
oppc^e all who (hould difpute his p|-et6nfions; Irf* 
the mean time, Robert," inftead of ^ employing his 
money.in leries^ to fupporthis friends in England,? . 
iquandered it away in idle experices, and unmerited ♦ 
benefits, fi> thathe protrallinated his departure till 
the opportunity "was. loft; white William exerted ' 
himfelf with incredible. a<ftivity to diffipate the con- 
federacyvbefore his^ brother eould- arrive. Nor was. » 
tbisJiificultto efFeSt; the confpii*ators hadf in con- ■ 
fequence of Robertas afiurances, taken poffeflion of 
fome fortrefies-; but the appearance of the king foon 
reduced them to implore his mercy. He granted 
tfc&m -their lives, but confifcated all their eftates,- 
and banilhed them the kiiigdpm.' - 

Aiiew-^ 
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A new breach was made fome time after between 
the brothers, in which RuFus found means to en- 
croach ftill farther upon Robert's pofleffions. Everjr 
confpiracy thus detefted, ferved to enrich the king, 
who took care to apply to his own ufethofe trea- 
fures which had been amafled for the purpofe of dc» 
throning hiai. 

But the meiBoiry of thefe tranfiisnt broils and un» 
fuccefsfd treafons were now totally eclipfed by one 
of the moft noted enterprixes that ever adorned the 
annals of nations, or excited the attention 9f man* 
kind; I mean the Cruiades, which were now Brtk 
' projcfSled. Peter .the Hermit, a native of Amiem 
in Picardy, was a man of great zeal, courage an4 
piety. lie had made a pilgrimage to the holy ie-* 
pulchre at Jerufalem, and beheld, with indignation^, 
the cruel manner in which the Chriilians were treat- ' 
cd by the Infidels, who were in poffefllon of that 
place. He preached the Crufade over Europe by 
the Pope's .permiffion, and men of all ranks Sew ta 
arms with the utmoft alacrity, to refcue the Holy 
JL^nA from the Infidels^ and each bore the fign o£^ 
tkit crofs upon their right ifaoukier, as a mark of their 
devotion to the caufe. In the midft of this univer- 
ial ardour that was diffufed ever Europe, men were. 
. not entirely forgetful of their temporal intereftsj . 
for fome, hoping for a more magnificent fetdemenc 
in' the foft regions of Afia, fold their European pro*-. 
perty for whatever they could obtain, contented, 
with receiving any thing for wh?t they were predc* 
termined to relinquifh; Among the princes who 
felt and acknowledged this general fpirit of enter- 
prize was Robert, Duke of Normandy, The 
Crufade was entirely adaj^^ iio his inclinations and 
his circumftanccs > ne was brave, zealous, covetous 
of gloryi poor, harraffed by iniurredions, and, what 
was more than all, naturally fond of change. - In 
•rdcr, therefore, to fupply money to defray the. 

- neceffary 
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neceffary charges of fo expenfive an undertaking, 
he offered to mortgage his dukedom in Nor- 
mandy to his brother Rufus for a ftipulated fum of 
money. This fum, which was no greater than ten 
thouiand marks, was readily promifed by Rufus, 
whofe ambition was upon the watch to feize every 
advantage* 

But though th^ ceffipn of Maine and Nprmandy 
ffreatiy increaied the Ki;:ig's territoiies, they added 
but little to his real power, as his new fabjc&s were 
compo&d of men of independent <ipirits,.more readj^ 
to d/^ute than to obey his commaniis. Many Were 
the revolts and kifiirre^ons which be wasobligedta 
^ueil in perfiin v and no iboner was one confpiracjr 
^pprefled- than another aroie tQ give him freilLdi(«» 
qmetndei 

However Rsnfus proceeded) carekftof approbatioif 
or cenfure, and only intent upon extending his do* 
minionsy either by purchafe or conqaeft. The earl 
of PoiiEtsers and Gtiteniley. inflamed with a defireof 
goin^ uponthe Crtifade, had gathered, aii immenfe 
multaiiide fer that expedition,, but wanted money tx> 
forward his prepaseations*. He had recc«rie, there- 
fere, to Rttfus, and offered to mortgage aB his do* 
miiuonsr without much oonfidering what would be- 
cooie of hfs unhappy ftibje<9:s that he thus diijpofed 
«f% The King accepted this offer with his ufual 
ayidity;. and had prepaced a fleet, and aa army, in 
order to take pofteffioo of the rich provinces thus 
consigned t9o his truft. But an accident put an end 
to all hia ambitious projects ; he was ihot by an 
arrow that Sir Walter Tyrrel difcharged at a deer in 
the New Foreft, which glancing from a tree, ftruck 
the king to the heart. He dropt dead inilantaneoi^f- 
ly; while the innocent author of his death, terrified 
at the accident, put fpurs to his horfe, hailened to 
the fea-ihore, embarked for France, and joined the 
Crofade that yp^ tllW fctting out for Jerufaiem. 

GHAP. 
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C H A P. VI. 

HENRY I. furnamed BEAUCLERC. 

XI E N R Y, the late king*s younger brother, who 
had been hunting in the New Foreft when Rufus 
was ilain, took the earlieft advantage of the occa- 
iion, and battening to Wincheftcr,' refolved to fe^ 
cure the royal treafure, which he knew to be the- 
beft afliftant in feconding his aims. The barons, as^ 
well as the people, acquiefced-in a claim which they 
were unprovided to refift, and yielded obediencer 
from the fears of immediate danger. - 

Henry, to ingratia^ himfelf with the people, ex- 
pelled from court aH the -mini fters of iis brother's 
debauchery and arbitrary power. One thing only* 
remained to confirm his claims without danger of a* - 
rival. The EngUifa remenabered their Saxon mo->» 
narchs with gratitude, and beheld them excluded the 
throne with regret. There ilill remained feme of ' 
the defcendants of that favourite line; and, among^ 
others, Matilda, the niece of Edgar Atheling, which' 
lady, having declined all pretenuons to royalty, was* 
bred up in a convent,. and had adhially taken the veiU^ • 
Upon her Henry firft fixed his eyes as a proper con-» - 
fort, by whofe means the long breach between the 
Saxon and Norman intcrefts would be finally united. 
It only remained to get over the fcruple of her being > 
a nun: but this a council, devoted to his interefts,^ 
readily admitted; and Matilda being pronounced free- 
to marry, the nuptials were celebrated with great* 
portp and folemnity. 

It was at this unfav-ourable jun<£lure that Robert" 
returned from abroad, and after taking poffcflion of 
his native dominions, laid his claim to the crown of 
England. But propofals f(»: an accommodation bt* 



HE N R y I. 39 

ing made, it was ftipulated, that' Robert^ upon the 
payment of a certain fura, Chould refign his preten- 
fions to England; and if either of the princes died 
without ilTue, the other (hould fuqceed to his domi- 
nions. This treaty being ratified, the armies on 
each fide were difbanded ; and Robert, having lived 
two months in the utmoft harmony with his -brother, 
returned in peace to his own dominions. 

- But Robert's indifcretion foon rendered him unfit 
to govern any ftate : he was tptally averfe to bufinefs, 
ind only ftudious of the more fplendid amufements 
or employments of life. His fervants pillaged him 
without compundlion ; and he is defcribed as lying 
whole days in bed for want of cloaths, of which they 
had robbed him. His fubjeds were treated ftill 
more deplorably ;. for being under the command of 
petty and rapacious tyrants, who plundered them 
without mcfcy^ the whole country was become a 
icene of violence and^ depredation. It was in this 
miferable exigence,, that the Normans at length had 
recourfe to Henry, fr<Mn whofe wife adminiflration 

- of his own dominions, they expedled a fimilitude of 
profperity, ihouldhe take the reins of theirs. Henry 
very readily promifed to redrefe their grievances, as 
he knew it would be the dire£t method to fecond his 
ewn> ambition* The year enfuing, therefore, he 
landed in Normandy with a ftrong army, took fome 
of the principal towns; and a battle enfuing, Robert's 
forces were totally overthrown, and he himfelf taken 
priibner,'with near ten thoufand of his men, and 
all the confiderable barons who had adhered to his 
misfortunes. This vlAory was followed by the 
final redudlion of Normandy, while Henry return- 
ed in triumph to England, leading with him his cap- 
tive brother, who, after a life of bravery, genero- 
fity, and truth, now found himfelf not only deprived ' 
of his patrimony and -his friends, but aJfo of his 
freedom. Hexury, unmindful of his brother's for- 
mer 
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tner magnanimity with regard to him, detained hind 
a prifoner during the remainder of hi» life, which 
wat no lefs than twenty-dght years j and he diod in 
Jihe caftle>. of Cardiff, in Glamorganfiure. . It ia 
even faid by fome, that he was deprived of his fight 
by a red-hot copper bafon applied to his eyes ^ while 
his brother attempted to fline the reproaches o{ bis 
confcience, by founding the abbe^ of Readings . 
which was. then confidered as a fujEcient aloncnaent- 
for every degree of barbarity. 

Fortune now fecmed to imih upon HjBnry,~an<l^ 
j^omife a long focceffion of felicity. H/e was in* 
peaceable poiTeffion of two powerful ftate5» and ha4 - 
a fon who was ackiie^le%ed undifputed heir^ aniv-- 
cd at his eighteenth year, whom he loved m<>fl tea*-, 
(ferly. His daughter, Matil^, ;W2^ al£b' married ^ ^ 
ike emperor, Henry V. of Germany, and fhe hawt - 
been fent to that court while yet but eight yeafs^ . 
old, for her education AU his profpefSis, however, • 
were at once clouded by unforefeen misfortunes and i 
accidents, which tin^ured his remaining years with : 
mifery. The king, from the facility with which h& • 
usurped the crown, dreacHog that his family mig^tr > 
be fubvert^ with the fame eafe, took care to have 
bis flxi recognifed as his. fuccelTor by die flates of : 
Engird, and carried him over to. Normandy to re-* 
ceive the homage of the barons of that duchy* ^ 
After performing diis reqitjfite ceremony, Henry, .. 
returning triumphantly to England, braugjit.with 
him a num,erous retinue of the chief noWiity, who • 
feemed to fh^re In his fuccefTes. ► In one of the* 
vefTels of the fleet, his fon, and feveral young no- 
bleoien, the companion^ of his pleafures, went to-. 
gfiAer to render the paflage more agreeable^ The 
king fet iatl from Barfleur, ^d was foon- carried by ^ 
a fair wind out of fight of land. The prince wa* 
detained by fome accident; and his failors, as. well 
as thek captain, f it&>-Stephen, having fpent the iii«^ 

fexY4 • 
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terval in drinkingy became fo difordered; that they 
ran the flnp upon a^ rock, and iinmediately it was 
dafiied to pieces. The prince was put into the 
^oat, and might have eib^d had he not been called 
back by the cries of Maude, his natural fifter. He 
was at firft conveyed out of danger himfelf, but 
•ould not leave 'a pcrtbn (b dear to perifh without an 
eflfort to fav^ her. He, therefore, prevailed upoit- 
tke failofs to row back and take her in. The ap-* 
proach ctf the boat giving feveral others, who had 
been left upon the wreck, the hopes of faving their 
lives, mimbers leaped in, and the whole went to the 
faottotn. Above a tnuidred andforty young noble«' 
men of the principal families of^ngland and Nor« 
mMidy were loft on this occalion. A butcher of 
Rouen was the only perfon on board who efcaped'; 
he clung to the naft, and was taken up the next 
morning by ibme 'fifiiefmen^ Fitz-Stepben, the 
captain, while the butcher was thus buffeting the 
waves for his life, fwam up to him, and enquired if 
Ae prmce was yet living ; when being told that he 
Jssd peri&ed^ then I wiU not out-Hye him,- iaid the 
captain, and immediately funjc to the bottom. The 
ftrieks of thefe unfortunate people were heard 01^ 
the fiiorcs^ and the noiie even reached the king's 
flup^ but the caofe was then unknown. Henry en- 
tertained hopes for three days, thkt his fon had put 
into fOTtie diftant port in En^and v but when certain 
intdliseoce of the cabmity was brought him, he 
funted away, and was never feen to fmile from that 
moment to the <Iay of his deaths which followed 
ftwne time af^r at ot. Dennis, a little town in^ Nor* 
qaandy, from ^ting too pkndfuUy c^ lampreys, a 
diifa he was particSbrly fond of; He died in the 
lixty-feventh )rear of his age, and the thirty-fifth of 
his reign, leaving, by vnU, his daughter Matilda 
beirefs of all his dominions. ' 

CHAP. 
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C H A R VII. 

S T E P H E' N; 

i^ O fooner )vas the king known to be dead, thaif 
Stephen, fon of Adela, the king's fifter, and the 
count of Bk)is, confcious of his own power and in-i^ 
fluence, refolvcd tofeeurctohimfelf the poiTefiion of 
what he had fo long defired* He therefore haftened 
from Normandy, and arriving at London was im^ 
mediately faluted king by ail the lower ranks of 
people. Being thus fecure of the people, his. next 
ftep was to g^n over the clergy; and, for that pur- 
pofe, his brother, th&bilhop of Winchefter, exert- 
ed all his influence among diem with good fuccefs* 
Thus was Stephen made king by one of thofe fpeedy^ 
revolutions which ever mark the barbarityof a ftatgp 
in which they are ouftomary* 

The firft adts of an ufutpefafc al^^ys populart 
Stephen, in order to fecure bis totteriag throne^ 
palfed a charter, granting feveral privileges to the 
different orders of the ilate. To the nobility, a 
permifSon to hunt in their own forefts ; to the clergy^ 
a fpeedy filling of all vacant benefices ; and to the 
people, a reftoration of ^he laws of Edward tho- 
Confeffbr.- To fix himfelf ftillmore fecurely, he 
took poffeffioa of the royal treafures at Wincheftcr, 
and had his title ratified by the pope with a part of 
the money. ^ • 

It was not long, however, that Matilda delayed 
afierting her ckim to the crown. She landedhipon 
the coaft of SufTex, aflifted by Robert earl of Glou-* 
cefter, natural fon of the hte kipg. The whole of 
Matilda's, retinue, upon this occafion, amounted to - 
no more than an hundred and forty knights, who 
immediately took pofTcffion of Arundel caftlej but 

the 
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ihe' nature of her claim foon increafed the number of 
fter partizans, and her forces every day feemsd to 
gain ground upon thofc of her antagonift. Mean 
rime Stephen, being affured of her arrival, flew to 
befiege Amndel, where fhe had taken refuge, and 
where flie was protefted by the queen dowager, . 
who fecretly favoured her pretenfions. This for- 
(Brek was too f(?eblc to promife a long defence, and 
"would have been (bc« taken, had it not been reprc- 
fented to the king, that as it was a caftle bejonging 
to th€ queen dowager, it would be an infringement 
on the refp'eft due' to her to attempt taking- it hji 
Ibrce. ' There* wa& a ipirit of generofity mixed witnf 
the rudenefs of the times, that unaccountably prevail- 
ed in many tranfadlibns ; Stephen permitted Matilda' 
to come forth in fafety, and. had her conveyed with- 
fccurity to Briftol, aiwther fortrefs equally ftrong 
widi that from whcnct he permitted her to retire.- 
It would be tedious to relate the various fkirmifhet 
on either fide, in purfuance of their rei^^cdlive prc- 
taenfions J it will fufEce to fa)^ that Matilda's forces 
incresrfed . ev^jy day, "while her antagonift feemec^ 
every hoiiivto become weaker, and a vidlbry gain- 
ed by the queen threw Stephen front the throne, and 
exaked Matilda in his room.- Matilda was crowned 
at Winchcfter with all imaginable folemnity- 
- M^atilda, howcver,.was -unfit for government. She 
aiFe(9:ed to treat the nobility with a degree of difw 
dain,> to which (hey had long been unaccuftomed ; 
A> that the fickle nation once more began to pit]r 
their depofed king,, and to repent the fteps they had 
taken in her favour. The bilbbp of Winchefter 
■was notremife in fomenting thefe difcontentsj and 
when he found the people ripe for tumult,, detach* 
ed a party of his friends and vaffals to block up the- 
city of London, where the quden then refided. At 
the lame tilpe meaftires were taken to inftigate the 
Londoners, to a revolt, and to feiZiC her perfon. 

Matilda 
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Matilda having timely notice of this conipiraGy, tLsi 
to Winchefler, whither the bifliop, ftill her tectHr 
enemy, follow^ her, watching an opportuiuty (•r 
"^ ruin her Caufe. His party was foon foficieadjf^ 
Arong to bid the qaeen open defiance i and to be-- 
ficge her in the very place where flic firft received 
his benedidlion. .There flie continued for foma 
time, but the town being prefled by fiunine^ ihe was/ 
obliged^ to efcape^ while her brother, the earl eg' 
Gioucefter, endeavouring to follow, was taken jpri-r 
foner, and exchanged for Stephen, wiio fiill conti*-^ 
nued a captive. Thus a fudden revolution once^ 
more took place $ Matilda was depofed, and oblige^ 
to feek for fafety in Oxford. Stephen was again re*^ 
cognifed as king, and taken from his dungpon to.b^ 
replaced on the ^rone, 

. But he was now to enter the Iift« witK z new op-* 
pofer, who was ever^ day coming, to matmky) and 
growing more, formidable* This was Heftry, the 
Jon of Matilda, who bad now reached his fixteenth- 
year, and gave the gf6ateft hopes of being one daj 
a valiant leader and a eonfbmmate politicians 

With the wifhes of the people in his ^vour, y6Cif^ 
Henry was reftJved to reclaim his hereditary king-^ 
^m, and to £^u|e oQce more Stephen's ufurped^ 
pretenfisns; and accordingly made an invafion c» 
England, where he was immediately joined bj^ al*- 
moit all the barons of the kingdom. 

In the mean time, Stephen, alanned at the power, 
and popularity of his young rival, tried every, method' 
to anticipate the purpofe of his invailon ; but find- 
ing it impoffible to turn the torrent he wasi oblig-^ 
ed to have recourfe to treaty^ It was therefore agreod^ 
b^ aU parties, that Stephen fliould reign during his- 
life ; and that juftice ihovdd be adminiftered in his 
name : That Henry fliouldi on' Stephen's deadi,- 
fucceed to the kingdom ; arkl William, Stephen's 
foUf fliouid inherit Boulogne and bi9 palirinK»xia} 

eftace. 
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eftate* After all the barons had fworn to this treaty, 
-jwrhtdi filkfl the whole kingdom with joy, Henry 
evacuated En^and; aad Stephen returned to the 
peaceable enjoi^ni^nt of his throne. His reign, 
hfiwever^ Was.foon after terminated by his death, 
which happened about a ^ear after the treaty, at 
^>e^»iAiarn, where he was interred. 



.CHAP. VIII. 

HENRY n. • 

JL H E firft zSt of Henry's govemmerit gave the 
peopte a happy omen «f his future wife adminiftra;. 

* tipn. Confcious of his. power, he began to eorre6k 
thofe abufes, and to rcfume thofe privileges, which 
had been Otetorted from, the weaknefs or tl^ credulity 
©f his predeceffors. He immediately difmiffed all 
thofe mercenary foldiers who committed infinite Jit. 
orders in the nation. He refumcd many off thofe 
benefa^iocs which had been made to churches and 
mohaflrcries in tbe former reigns. He gave chlirters 

. to feveral towns, by i^ich the citizens claimed their 
freedom and privileges, independent of any fuperior 
buthimfelf. Thefe charters were the ground-work 
of Engltfli liberty. The ftruggles which had bt> 
fore this time been, whether the king, or the barons, 

.or the clergy,, fliotild be defpotic over the people, 
now began to aflume a new afpeft; and a fourth 
order, namely, that of the more opulent of the peo*. 
pie, began to claim a fhare in adminift ration. Thus 
was the feudal government at firft impaired ; an() 
liberty began to be more equally difFufcd through* 
out The nation. 

Henry being thus become the moft powerful 
prkice of his age^ the undifputed monarch of Eng- 
hod, pafieffed of more than a third of Fiance, and 

having 
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haying humbled the barons who would circumfcribc 
his power, he might naturally be expelled to reigR 
with very little oppofition for the future. But it 
happened otherwife : He found the fevereft mortifi-i 
cations from a quarter where he leaft expe£tc4 
refiftance. 

The famous Thomas a Beeket, ^e firft man of 
Englifli extradtion who had, fince the Norman Gon- 
queft, rifen to ^ny fhare of poy/er, ;vvas J^ie fon of a 
citizen of London. Having recefved bis early edu^ 
cation in the fchools of- that metropolis, he refided 
fon>e time at J^arisj and, on his return became clerk 
in AeflierifPs office. From that humble ftation he 
xofe through the gradations of office, until at laft he 
was made archbifliop of Canterbury, a dignity fe- 
cond only to that pf theking. 

No fooner was: he fixed i n this high Uration, wh ich 
rendered him.for life the fc;cottd perfon in the king- 
dom, than he endeavoured to retrieve the.charailer 
of fan6lity, which his former levities might have 
appeared to oppofe. .He was in his perfon the moft 
mortified man that could be feen. He wore fagk- 
cloth ne:Kt his flfin. He changed it fo feldom that 
it was filled with dirt and vermin. His ufual diet 
was brctid, his drink water, which he rendered un^ 

Jalat^ble by the mixture of unfayoury herbs. His 
ack was mangled with frequent difcipline. He 
ev«ry day waflied on bis knees ^he feet of thirteen 
beggars. Thus pretending to fanftity, be fet up 
for being a defender .of the privileges of the clergy, 
which had fpr a long time become enormous, and 
which it was Henry's aim to abridge. 

An opportunity ibon oflFered, that gave him a po- 
pular pretext for beginning his intended reformatio 
on. A man in holy orders had debauched the daugh- 
ter of a gentleman in Worccfterfliire 5 and thea 
murdered the father, to prjevent the efFedts of his 
refentment. The atrocioufnefs of the crime pro- 

diiceil 
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duced a ^irit ^f indignation amor^ the people : and 
the king infifted that- the affaflin fhoiild be tried bjr 
ths civil magiftrate. This Becket oppofed, alledg- 
ing the privilegps of the church. 

:In order to determine this matter, theking fijm- 
moned a general council of the nobility and prelates 
at Clarendon, to whom he fubmitted this great and 
irpportant affair, and defired their concurrence. 
fThefe coioncils feem at that time convened rather 
to give authenticity to the Icing's .decrees, than to 
enaft laws that were to bind their pofterity. A 
number of regulations were there drawn up, Mrhich 
,were afterwards well known under the title of the 
Cpnftitutions of Clarendon, . and were then voted, 
avithout oppofition. By thefe regulations it was en- 
aScd, that clergymen accufed of any crime fliould 
be tried in the civil courtas that layman ihould not 
sbe tried in the fpiritual courts, except by legal and 
reputable witnpfleis. Thefe, with fome others of 
^efs confequenc^/Qr ^implied in the above, to the 
cumber of (ixteec, were readily fubfcribed to by all 
the bifhops prefent; Bucket himfelf, who at firft 
Ihewed fome reluSanjce, added his ijame to the num- 
ber. But Alexander, w.ho was then pope, con- 
<lemned them in the ftrongeft terms,, abrogated, an- 
xuHed^id rejefted them. 

TJiiS' produced a -conteft between -the king and 
•Becket, who having attained the -higheft honours 
the monarch could beftow, took part with hisji'oli- 
nefs. In the midft of this difjjute, Becket, with 
an intreoidity peculiar to himfelf, arrayed himfelf ia 
his epifcopal veftments, and with a crofs in his 
Jband, went forward to the k^g's palace, and enter- 
.ing the royal apartments, fat down, holding up the 
.crofs as his banner of protedtion. There he put 
himfelf, in the moft folemn manner, under the pro- 
teSion of the fupreme pontiff; and upon receiving 
a refufal to leave the kingdom, he fecretly withdrew 

in 
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in difgutfe, and at laft found means to crofs ov^er t^ 
the continent.. 

The intrepidity of Becket, joined to his apparent 
fan£tity, gained him' a very favourable recepdojt 
upon the continent, both by the people and tfaeir 
governors. 

The pope and he were not remifs to retcMt their 
fulminationS) and to fiiake the very foundation o^ 
the king's authority : Becket compared himfelf to 
Chrift, who had been condemned by a lay tribunal i 
and who was crucified anew in the prefent oppref- 
jions under which the church labounxl. But he did 
not reft in complaints only ; he ifTued out a cenfure, 
tocothmunicating the king's chief minifters by 
name, all that were concerned in feq^eftering the 
revenues of his fee, and all who obeyed or favour** 
cd the Conftitutions of Clarendon, 

Frequent attempts, indeed, were made towards 
Ki^'accommodation ; hut the mutual jealoufies that 
«ach bore to the other, and their anxiety not to lofe 
the leaft advantage in the negociation, often pro« 
traded this defirable treaty. 

At length, however, the mutual aim of both made . 
,a reconciliation necelTary ^ but nothing could exceed 
the infblence with which Becket cohdu6led himfelf 
upon his firft landing in Englatid. Inftead of retir* 
ing quietly to his diocefe with that modefty which 
became a man jyft pardoned by his king, he made a 
progrefs through Kent, in all the fplendour and mag« 
nificence of a Sovereign pontiff. As he approached 
Southwark, the clergy, the laitv, men of all rankk 
and ages, came forth to meet him, and celebrated 
his triumphal entry with hymns of joy. Thus con** 
fident of the voice and of the hearts of the peopley 
he bc%an to launch forth his thunders ^inft thofe 
who had been his former oppofers. The archbifhop 
of York, who had crowned Henry's, eldeft fon in 
lus abfence, was the firft againft whom he<lenounced 
^ fcntencc 
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/eDtence of fafpenfion. The- bifliops of Londofi 
and Salifbury he a6):ually excommunicated. One 
man he excommunicated for having fpoken againfl: 
him ; and another, for having cut on the tail of one 
of his horfes. 

Henry was then in Normandy, while the prjmate 
was thus triumphantly parading through the king- 
dom ; and it was not without the utmofl indignation 
that h)S received information of his turbulent vio^ 
lence. When the fufpended and excommi^nicated 
prelates arrived with their cpmplaints, his anger 
knew no bounds. He broke forth into the moft 
aorimonious expreffions againft that arrogant church^ 
Bian^ whom he had raifed from the loweft flation, to 
be the pla^e of his life, and the continual difturbo: 
of his government. 'The archbifhop of York re- 
marked to him, that fo long as Becket lived, he 
CQuId never expect to enjc^ peace or traaquillity i 
and the king himfelf burit; out into an exclamation^ 
that he had no friends about him, or he would not 
fo Jong have bepn expofed to the infults of that un- 
grateful hypocrite. Thefe words excited the atteo- 
ticd of the whole court ; and armed four of his moft 
refolute attendants, to gratify their monarch's fecret 
inclinations. The confpiratoss being joined by 
ibme affiftants at the place of their meeting, pro- 
ceeded to Canterbury with all that hafte their oloody 
intentions required. Advancing dire<SUy to Becket's 
houfe, and entering his apartments, they reproached 
him very fiercely for the raflmefs and the iofolence 
of bis conduct. During their akercation, the time 
approached for Becket to affift at vefpers, whither 
he Went unguarded, the cojfifpirators following, and 
preparing for their attempt. As foon as he had 
reached the altar, where it is jnft to think he afpired 
at the glory t^ martyrdom, diey all fell upon him; 
and having cloven his head with repeated blows, he 
dropt down dead before the altar of St. Benedidy 
which was befineared with his blood and brains. 

D No^ 
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Nothing could exceed the king's conftemation 
upon receiving the •firft'news of this prelate's ca- 
taftrophe. He was inftantly fenfible that the mur- 
tler would be ultimately imputed to him ; and at 
length, in order to divert the minds of the people to 
a different objeft,he undertook an e^wpedition againft 
Irelind. 

'- Ireland was at-that time in pretty much the fame 
fituattonas England 'had been, after the firtt inva- 
fion of the Saxons. They had been early convert- 
ed to Chriflianity; and, tor three or four centuries 
after, poffcffed a large proportion of the learning of 
the times. Being undifturbed by foreign mvafions, 
and perhaps too poor to invite the rapacity of con- 
querors, they enjoyed a peaceful life, which they 
gave up to piety, and fuch learning as *was then 
thought neceflary to promote it. Of their learning, 
their arts, their piety, and even their poll (hed man- 

•ners, too many monuments remain to this day for us * 
to. make the leaft doubt concerning them ; but it is 
equally true, that in time they fell from thcfe advan- 
tages ; and tlieir degenerate pofterity, at the period 
we are now fpeaking of, were wrapt ki the darkeft 
barbarity. 

At the time when Henry firft planned the inva- 
fion of the iiland, it was divided into five principali- 
ties, namely, Leinfter, Meath, Munfter,' Umer, 
and Connanght j etK:h governed Tjy -its refpcftivc 
monarch. As ft had been ufual(forone or other oT 
thofe to take the lead-in their wars, he was denomi- 
nated fole monarch of the kingdom, and poffeffed 
of a power refembling that of the early Saxon mo^ 
narchs in England. Roderic O'Connor, kirtg of 
Connauglit, was then advanced to this dignity, and 
Dermot M'A4orrc>gh was ktn g of Leinder. This 
laft named prince, a w^ak, licentious tyrant, had 
carried off and ravi filed the daughter of the king of 

vMeath, who being ftrengthened by the alliance of 

the 
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the king of Connaught, invaded the ravilher's domi 
mons, and expeHed him from his kingdom. This 
prince, thus juftly puniflied, had rccourfe to Henrv 
Tu Z'^Ji' *5" time in Guiemie; and offered to - 
hold his kingdom of the Englifc crown, in cafe he 
recovered itV the king's affiftancc. Henry readily 
accepted the offer-, but being at that time embarraffed 
t>y more near intercfts, he only gave Dermot letters 
patent, by which he enjpowcred all his fubjeas to 
a,d the Irifli pnnce m the recovery of his dominions. 
Uernrat, relying on this authority, returned to Brif- 
*°h^i^'^ f^r ^°^^ difficulty, he fonned a treaty 
■mth Richard, furnamed Strongbow, earl of Pem- 
broke, who agreed to re^inftate him in his domU 
mora, upon condition of his being married to 
fos daughter Eva, and declared heir of all his terri 
tory. Being thus afiiired of aiSftaace, Tie returned 
privateljr to Irehnd, and concealed himfelf durine the 
printer m |he mo«aftenr of Ferns,- which he had f 
founded. Robert Fitz.gteph«ns was the firft knight 
who was able, the ^nfuing fpring, to fulfil his tn- 

f laments, by landing wrth an hundred and thirty 
Hights, fiKty efquires, and three hundred archers 
They were foon- after Joined by Maurice Pender- 
gaft, who about the lame time brought over ten 
knights and fixty archers j and with this fmall body ~ 
of forces they refolved on befieging Wexford, which 
was to be theirs by treaty. This town was quickly 
■iie^cedi^and die adventurers being r^-info/ced by 
another body of men to the amount of an hundred 
and fifty, under the command of Maurice Fitzge 
raid, compofed an army that ftrack the barbarous 
nauves with awe. Roderic, the chief monarch of 
die ifland, ventured to oppofe them, but he was de- 
feated; and foon after the princs of O/Tory was oblie- 

ed to fubnut, and give hoftagesfor his futurecondudh 
U«rmot being thus re-inftated in his hereditary 
dominions, f9on began to conceive hopes of extend- 
n ^ • 



^ 
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ing the limits of bis power, and malcing himfelf 
mafter of Ireland. With diefe views, he endea^ 
voured to expedite Strongbow^ who, being per- 
fonally prohibited by the king, was sot yet come 
over. Dermot tried to inflame jiis ambkioo by the 
,g]ory of the conqueft, and bis -avarice by the a^van- 
'tages it would procure. He expatiated Jon the 
jcowardice of the natives, and thp certaiiUy of his 
fuccefs. Strongbow firil fent over Kayfm>nd, one 
of his retinjue, with ten knights and feventy'archers^ 
and receiving permiiTion ftiOTtly after for himfelfi 
he landed with two hundred horfe, and a hundred 
archery .All thefe Englifli forces Jidw joining to- 
gether, became irrefiftible-^ -and thoMgJi tlie whole 
number did not amount to a thoufand, yet fuch was 
the barbarous ftate of the .natives, that they were 
every where put to. the rout . Tbe.city of Waters- 
ford quickly furrendered ; Dublin was taken b.y*af- 
fault; and Stfongbrow toon after nEiaro-ying Eva, ^- 
cording to treaty, became mafterof the kingdom of 
Lcinfter upon Dermot's dcceafe. 

The ijlaud being thus in a manner wholly Tub- 
dued, for nothing was capable of oppofing the 'fur- 
ther progrefs of the EngJifli arms, Heury becanae 
willing to ibare in perfon thofe hojiouvs which the 
adventurers had already -fecmred. . He therefor^ 
fhortly after, landed in Ireland at the head .of five 
hundred knights. and. fome Tpldiers ; not fo much Xo 
conquer a difputed terjpitory as to .t^kc pofT^ffiqn^ptf 
a fubjefted kingdom. Thus, after a trifling eflx)rt, 
in which very little money was expended, and Httle 
blood fhed, that beautiful ifland became an ^pend- 
a^e to the Englifh crown, and as fuch it Jias ever 
fince continued, with unfhuken ildelity. 

The joy which {his conqueft diffufed was very 
great; but troubles of a domeflic -nature fervcd to 
render the remaining part of Henry's life a foi^ne of 
turbulence and difquietude. 

Among 
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Among tbg few vices afcribed to this monarch,- 
iiJtilimited.gaUaiatry was one. Queen Eleanor, whom 
he h^ married from motives of ambition, and who 
had been divorced from her former royal confort for 
her incontinence, was long become difagreeable to 
Henry ; and he fought in others thofe fatisfa^ions 
he .could not find with her. Among the number of 
his miilrefFes, Roiamend Clifford, better known by 
the name of Fair Rofamond, whofe perfbnal charms 
and whofe death made fo CQni|>i€iiOiiS a figure in the 
romances and the ballads of the timesy was the moft 
remarkable. She. is faid to have been the mofl beau* * 
tiftil woman<that ever was feen in En^and, and that 
Henry loved her with ^ long and faithful attachment. 

In order to fecure her from the refentment of his 
queen, who from having been f6rmer]y incontinent 
herfelf, now became jealous of his incontinence, he 
concealed her in a^^ labyrinth in Woodftock park, 
where he paiTedinher company his hours of vacancy' 
and pleafurcf . Hbw lonf ^is 4cret intercourfe coi>- r 
tihued i» not told us ; but it was not fo elofely con-' 
ceakd bufc ^t it came* to the queen's knowledge, , 
who asrtbr accounts add,.being guided by a clew of 
fflk to her fair rival-s retreat, obliged her, bv hoW- 
mg a drawn dagger to her breaft, to fwallow^oifon.- 
Whatever may be the vepaqityof this ilc^^, certain 
It is, that this haughty womaDs though formerly of- 
fenfiv? by her own gaUantvies, was now no lefs- fo* 
by her jeakrufyi.and file it was who fir ft fowed the 
feeds of dH&ntion between^ the ki»g and his children. 

Yourig Henry, the king^s «ldeft fen, was taught 
tO'believe himfelf injured; when, upon beingcrown- 
ed as partner in^he kingdom, he was not admitted 
intd a fhare of the adminiftration. His difcontent^* 
were ffaared by his brothers GeofFry and Richard, 
whom the queen perfuaded to aflert their title toJ:he 
terrilwicsafligned ^m. Queen Eleanor herfelf 
was meditating an eftape to the c^urt of France, 
whither her fons had retired, and had put bn man'$ 
D 3 apparel 
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apparel for that purpofe, when flie was feized by the 
king's order, and put into confinement. Thus 
Henry faw all his long perfpeftive of future happi-. 
nefs totally clouded; his fons, fcarce yet arrived at 
manhood,- eager to (hare the fpoils of their father's 
. pofleffions; his queen warmly encouraging thofe un- 
dutiful princes in their rebellion, and many poten* 
tates of Europe not afliamed to lend them affiftance 
(o fuppcrt their pretenfions. 

It was not long before the young princes had fuC-. 
licient influence upon the continent to raife a power- 
ful confederacy in th^ir favour. 

Henry, therefore, knowing the influence of fuper- 
ftition over the minds of the people, and, perhaps^ 
apprehenfive that a part of his troubles arofe from 
the difpleafure of heaven, refolded to do penance al 
the (hrine of St» Thomas of Canterbury, for that 
was the name given to Becket upon his canoniza-, 
tion. As foon as he came within fight of the church 
^of Canterbury, alighting froir* his horfe, he walked 
barefoot towards the town, and proftrated himfelf 
before the ftirine of the iaint. Next day he receiv- 
ed abfplution ; and, departing^ for London, was ac- 
quainted with the agreeable news of a viftory over 
toe Scots, obtained on the very day of his abfolutipn. 

From that time Henry's aitaifs began to wear a 
better afped; the barons, who had revolted or were 
preparing for a revolt, made inftant fubmiflion, they 
delivered up their caftles to the viSor, and England,. 
Jna few weeks, was reftored to perfe<9: tranquillity. 
Young Henry, who was ready to embark with a 
^ large army^ to fecond the efforts of the Englifli in-, 
furgents, finding all difturbances quieted at home> 
abandoned all thot^hts of the expedition. 

This prince died foon after, in the. twenty-fixth 
year of his age, of a fever, at Martel, not without 
fhe deepeft remorfe for his undutifial conduii: tOr 
wards his father. 
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As this prince left no poflerity,- Richard was be- 
come heir iii bis room ; and he foon-difcovered the. 
iame ardent ambition thathad mifled his elder brother.. 

A crufade having been orice.more proj^dled, 
Richard, who had long wiflied to have all the glory 
of fuch an expedition to himfelf,and who could not 
bear to" have even his father a parther in his vi6lo- 
ries, entered into a' confederacy with the king of 
FrarKre, -who promifed to confirm him in thofe 
wiflies, at which he fo ardently afpired. By this^ 
Henry found himfelf obliged to give up all hopes of 
taking the crofs, and compelled to enter upon a war- 
with France and his eldeft fon, who^ were unna-. 
turally leagued againft him. 

At laft, however, a treaty was concluded, in wfaich- 
he was obliged to fubmit to many mortifying con- 
ceffibn^* Sutftill more fo, when, upon demanding, 
a lift of the barons that it was ftipulated he ihould 
j^don^^he. found his fon John,^ lus favourite child, « 
among the number* He had long borne an. infirm 
ftate of body with calm reftgnation^he had fee n his « 
childrea rebel without much emotion j but when he-- 
faw that child) whofe interefl always lay next to his 
heart, among the. number of thbfe who were in re- 
bellion ^gainft^ himy he could no longer contain his 
indignation* He broke ouli into expreffions of the 
•^utmoft defpair; curfed the day ^n- which he had re- 
ceived his miferable^ being ^ and beftowedi on his 
ungrateful children a maledidion, which he never 
after could be prevailed upon to retradl. The more 
his heart was difpofed for friendfliip and afFe6lion,. 
the more he refented this barbarous /eturn ; and • 
now, not having one corner in his* heart wher« hq 
could look for comfort, or fly for refuge from his 
conflicting paffions, he loft all his former vivacity. 
A lingering fever, caufed by a broken heart, fooa 
after terminated his life and his miferies. He died, 
at th§ caftie of Chinon, near Saumur, ia the fifty- 
: ^ D 4 eighth 
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eighth year of his age, and the thirty-fifth of his 
reign; m the courfe of which he dHpIaycd all die 
abilities of a politician^ all the fagacity of ^ legiiU* 
tor, and all the magnanimity of a hero. 



C H A R IX. 

JRICHARD I. furnai»ed Coeur de Lion. 



R] 



rl CHARD, upon his acceffion to the throne, 
was ftill inflamed with the defire of going upon the 
crufade, and at length, the king having got together 
a fufficient fupply for his undertakings having even 
fokl his fuperiority over the kingdom of Scbtland, 
-which had been acquired in the laft reign, for^ a 
ixioderate fum, he fet out for the Holy Land, whi- 
ther he was impelled by repeated mei&ges from th^ 
king of France, who vras ready to erroarfc in the 
fame enterprifc, ^ 

The firft place of rendezvous for the twoarmres 
df England and France was the plain of Vereby, 
en the borders of Burgundy, where, when Richard 
and Philip arrived, they found their arnaics amewit- 
ing to an hundred thdufand fightmg- men. Mere 
Utte French Prince and the Engliih entered into the 
mdft folemn engagement of mutual iSapport 5 and 
having determined to condiKSt their armies to the 
Hofy Land by fea, they were obliged, however, by 
ftrefs of weather, to take fheker in Me^na, the 
capital of Sicily, where they were detained during 
the whole v<Nnten Richard took up his quarters in 
the fobui4>s, and poffefled himfelf of a fmajl fort, 
which commanded the harbour. Philip quartered 
his troops in fhe town, and lived upon good terms 
with the Sicilian king. 

Many were the miftriifts and the mutual recon- • 
ciliations between thefe two monarchs, "which were 
^ very 



K I C H A R D L 57 

rery probaWy inflamed by the Sicilian king's endea- 
vours. At length, however, having fettled all con- 
trovcrfies, they fet fail for the Holy Land, where the 
French arrived long befc^e the EngliQi. . 

Upon the arrival of the EngKflt army in Palcff- 
tine, however, fortune was feen to declare more 
openly in favour of the common caufe. The French" 
and Englifli princQ.s feemed to fbrget their fecret 
jealoufies, and to a£lin concert*. But fliortly after, 
Philip, from die bad ftate of his heakh, returned to 
France, leaving Richard ten thou&nd of his troops - 
under the command of the duke ©f Burgundy. Rich-^ 
ard, being now left] fole eonduftor of the virar, . 
went on from vi(aory to viftory, THe Chriftiait 
adventurers, under his command, determined to be- 
fiege the renowned city of Afcalon, in order to pre- 
^pare the way for attacking Jerwfalein with greater, 
'advantage. Saladin, the mbft heroic of all tlie 
Saracen monarchs, was refolyed to difpute their 
march, and placed himfelf.uppn the road with aa -. 
army of thr«e hundred thoufand men." - This-wasr 
a<day equal to Richard's wifhes, this an enemy: 
worthy his higheft ambition. The Englifli.. cru- • 
iaders wtre vidlorious* . Richard, when the wings ^ 
of his army were defeated, led on the main body la 
pprfon, and reftored the battle. . The Saracens fled' 
in the utmoft confufion ; and no lefs; than forty-r 
thoufand of their number periflied in. the field of. 
battle. Afcalon fbon furrendered after this vidory ^ . 
other cities of lefs note follow,^ the example, and 
Richard was at lafl: able to advance within fight of 
Jerufalem, the objeft of his long and ardent expec-i 
tations. But juft at this glorious jundiure his am-* 
Wtion-was to fufFer a total overthrow j upon re- 
viewing; his -forces, and confidering his abilities to 
profecute the fiege, he found that his army was fo' 
wafted with famine, fatigue, and even with vi6tory,'* 
that they were neither able norvsriUing to fecond_«3c^ 
/ D 5; ' views 
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views of their commander. It 'appeared, therefore, * 
abfolutely neceiTary to come to an accommodation 
with Saladin ; and a truce for three years was ac- 
cordingly conclude4 5 in "which it was agreed, that 
the fea-port towns of.Paleftine fliould remain in 
the hands of the Chriftians ; and that all of that re- 
ligion fhould be permitted to make their pilgrimage 
to Jerufalem in perfect fecurity. 

Richard having thus concluded his expedition with 
more glory than advantage, began to think of re- 
turning honie : but being obliged to take the rgad 
through Germany, in the habit of a pilgrim, he was 
arretted by Leopold duke of Auftria, who com- 
manded him to be imprifoned, and loaded with fbac- 
kles, to the difgrace of honour and humanity. The 
emperor foon after required the prifoner to be deli- 
vered up to him, and ftipulated a large furn^of money 
to the duke, as a reward for- this fervlce. Thus the 
king of England, who had long filled the world 
with his fame, was bafely thrown into a dungeon,, 
and loaded with irons, by thofe who expelled to reapt 
a fordid advantage from his misfortunes.. It was^a. 
• long time before his fubje£ls in England knew what 
was become of their beloved monarch. So little 
intercourfe was there between different nations at. 
that time, that this difcovery is (aid by Ibme to have . 
been made by, a poor French minftrel, who play- 
ing upon his harp near the fortrefs in which Richard 
was confMe37 a tune which he knew that unhappy 
monarch was fond of, he was anfwered by the king 
from within, who with his harp played the fame 
tune ; and thus difcoveied the place of his con- 
finement. 

However, the Elnglifli, at length, prevailed upon 
this barbarous monarch, who now few that he could 
«o longer detain his prifoner, to liften to terms of 
accommodation. A ranfcm was agreed upon, which 
ayj^^unied to an hundrecr and fifty thoufand marks, 
"" ^ or 
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or about three hundred thoufand pounds of our mo- 
ney ; upon the payment of which Richard was^once * 
more reftored to his expedirng fubjefts. 

Nothing could exceed the joy of the Englifli upon 
feeing their monarch return, after all his atdiieve- 
mentsand fuffcrings. ^ He mjde his entry into Lon- 
don in triumphs and fuch was the profufion of 
weMth:-*fliewn by the citizens, that the German- 
lords, Jwho attended hirar were heard <0' fay, that if 
the emperor had knovrn of their afBuence, he. would 
notfaeafiiyihavc parted ^th their- kingv He foon . 
after ordered himfelf to be crowned a-new at Win- 
chefter. He convoked a general council at Not-^ 
tiiigham, at which he confifcated all his brother 
JcAn's pofleiEons, who had bafely endeavoured to 
prolong his captivity, and gone over to the king of 
France with that intent. However, he pardoned 
him foon after, with this generous remark, " I wifli 
I could as eafily forget my brother's ofFente as he 
will my pardon." 

Richard's death wasoccafloped bv a Angular acci-* 
dent. A yafial of the crown had taken pofleflion > 
of a treafuce, which was found by one of his pea- - 
fahts in digging a field i» France j and to fecure the. - 
remainder, he feiit a part of it to the king. . Rich- • 
ard, as fuperior lord, fenfible that he had a right to • 
the whole, infifted on its being fent him ; and, upon 
refufal, attacked the caftle of Cl^alus^ where he un- 
derftood this treafure had been depofited. On the 
fourth day of the fiegej. as he- was riding round the'. '- 
place -to obferve where the affault might be' given 
with the faireft probability of fuccefs, he was aimed • 
at by one Bertram de Jourdon, an archer, from the 
caftle, and pierced in- the ihoulder with an arrow. • 
The wound was not in Ltfelf dangerous; but 'an un- , 
(kilful furgeon «ndeavourinjg to difengage the arrow 
from the fleih, fo rankled the wound that it morti- 
fied, /tnd brought on fatal fymptoi^s. Richard, 

■when • 
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ivhen be found bis end approaching} made a will> 
in which he bequeathed the kingdom, with all bis 
treafure, to his brother John, except a fourth part^ 
yvhich he diftributed among his fervants. He or- 
dered alfo, that the archer who had fliot hioi, ihould 
be brought into his prefence, and demanded what 
injury he had done him that he (bould take away his 
life ? the prifoner anfwered with deliberate intrepi- 
dity; " You killed, with your own hands, my father^ 
ana my two brothers^ and/ you intended to have 
l^anged nie, I am now in your power, and my. tor- 
ments may give you revenge ; but I will endure - 
them witb pleafure, fince it is my ConfoUtion, that 
1 have rid the world of a tyrant." Richard, ftruck 
with this anfwcr, ordered the foldier to be presented 
Wth one -hundred {hillings, and fet at liberty; but 
Marcade, the general who commanded under bimy 
like a true ru£5an, ordered him to be flead alive, and 
then hanged. Richard died in the tentb yeaic of hisJ 
reign, and the forty-fecond of his age, les^ving^onlp 
one natural fon, called Philip, behind him. 



CHAP. X. 
JOHN. 



J OHN, who was readily put in pdTefSon of the 
Englilh throne, loft no time to feccnd his intercft 
on the continent ; and his firft care was to recover 
the revolted provinces from young Arthur, his 
nephew. But from the pride and cruelty of his- 
temper, he foon became hateful tp his fubjecis; and 
his putting his nepliew, Arthur* who had a right to 
the crown, to death, with his own hands, in prifon) 
'Ibrved to render hink completely odious. 

Hitherto 
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Hitherto John was rather hateful to his fubjeils 
than contemptible; they, rather dreaded thandefpifed 
hhn. But he foon (hewed that he might be offend- 
ed, if not without refentment, at lealt with impu- 
nity. It was the fate of this vicious prince to make 
thofe the enemies of himfelf whom he wanted abili-^ 
ties to make the enemies of each other. The 
clergy had for fome time a£led as a conununity in- 
dependent of the crown, and had their eleftions of 
each other gcneraHy confirmed by the pope, to 
whom alone they owed fubjeftion. However, the 
eleStion of archbifbops had for feme time been a 
contimml fubje<El of difpute between the fuffragan 
biihops and the Auguftine monks, and both had 
precedents to confirm their pretenfions. .Johu iided 
with the biihops, and fent two knights of his train, 
who were fit inftruments for fuch a prince, to expel 
the monks frwi* their convent, and to take poffef- 
iipn of their revenues. The pope was not dif- 
pleaferi "ac fliefe divifions, and inflead of electing 
either of the perfons appointed by the contending 
parties, he nominated Stephen Langton> as arcli- 
bifliop of Canterbury. John, however, refufing to 
admit the man ^ the pope's choofing, the kingdom 
was put under an interdi6i. This inftrument of 
terror m the hands, of the fee of Rome, was calcu- 
lated to ftrike thefehfes in the higheft degree, and 
to operate upon the fuperftitious minds of the peo- 
ple. By if a ftop was immediately put to divine 
fervioe, and to the admin iftration of aJi the facra- 
ments tut baptifm, . The church doors were fhut, 
the ftatues of the faints were laid on the ground; 
the dead were refufcd Chriftfan burii.1, and were 
thrown into ditches and on the highways, vdthout 
&e ufual rites, or any funeral folernnity. 

No fituation could be more deplorable than that 
of John upon this eccafion. Furious at thefe in- 
dignities, jealous of bis fubjeds, aiid apprehending 

an 
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an enemy in cveiy face ; it is faid, that fearmg a 
confpiracy againft his life,, he fliut hirafelf up a* 
whole night in the caftle of Nottingham, and fuf- 
fered none to iip preach his perfon* But what was? 
his confternation wheft he found that the pope had 
a<£lually given away his kingdom to the monarch of 
France,, and that the prince of that country was ac-. 
tually preparing an army: to take poffeflion of his* 
crown. 

John, »who, unfettled and apprehcnfive, Icarcely* 
knew where to turn, was ftill able to make an exw 
piring effort to receive the enemy. All hated as he. 
was, the natural enmity between the French and» 
the Englifli, the name of king, which he ftill re- 
tained,- and fome remaining power, put him at the? 
head of ^fixty thoufand men, a fufficient number in*^ - 
deed-,, but not to be relied on, and with thefe he ad- 
vanced to Dover. Europe now regarded the . im-^ 
portant preparations on botKiides with impatience; 
and the'decifive blow wasfoon expefted, in whiciv ' 
jiie church, was to triumph, or to be overthrown.- 
But neither Philip nor John had ability equal to the .' 
pojTtifF, by whom they were aftuated ;. he appeared* • 
on this occafion too refined a politician for either.. . 
He only intended to make ufe of Philip's power tcx 
intimidate his. refradtory fon, not to deftroy him. .. 
He intimated therefore to. John, by his legate, that., 
there was but one way to fecure bimfelf from im-^ 
pending danger; which was, to ^ut himfelf under, 
the pope's protedion, who was a merciful fathdr,. 
and ftill willing to receive a repentant finner to his . 
*bofom. John was too much inti-naidated, by the . 
manifeft danger of his fituation, not to embrace*, 
every means offered for his fafety. He afiented to- ^ 
the tt-uth of the legate's remonftrances, and took an^ 
oath to perform whatever ftipulations the pope 
fhould impofe. Having thus fworn to the perfor-j 
mance of an unknown command^- the artful Italiaivi 

fo 
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fo well managed the barons, and fo effe<Skiially inti- 
' midated the king, that he perfuaded him to take the 
moft extraordinary oath in all the records of hiftory, 
before all the people, upon his knees, and with his 
hands held up between thofe of the legate. 

"I John>by the grace of God, king of England^ 
" and lord of Ireland, in order to expiate my fins, 
" from my own free will, ancl the advice of my ba- 
** rons, give to the church of Rome, to pope Inno- 
" cent and his fucceffors, the kingdom of England, 
" and all other prerogatives of my crown. 1 will 
" hereafter hold them as the pope's vaflal; I will 
*' be faithful to God, to the church of Rome, to the 
" pope my mafter, and his fucceflbrs legitimately 
." elecfted. I promife to pay him a tribute of a 
" thoufand marks yearly ; to wit, feven hundred for 
" the kingdom of England, and three hundred for the 
" kingdom of Ireland.'* Having thus done homage 
to the legate, and agreed to reinftate Langton in the 
primacy, he received the crown, which he had been 
fuppofed to have forfeited, while the legate trampled, 
under his feet the tribute which John had confented 
to pay. Thus, by this moft fcandalous conceffion, 
John once more averted the threatened blow. 

In this manner, by repeated a£ls of cruelty, by 
expeditions without efFedt, and humiliations with- 
out refervcy John was bqcome the deteftation of all 
mankind.. 

The barons had been long forming a confederacy 
againft him ; but their union was broken, or their 
aims difappointed, by various and unforefeen acci- 
' dents. At length, however, they affembled a large 
body of men at Stamford, and from thence, elated 
with their. power, they marched to Brackley, about 
fifteen miles from Oxford, the place where the court 
then refidedv John, hearing of th^ir approach, fent 
the archbifhop of Canterbury, the earl of Pembroke, ' 
and others of his council, to know the particulars of 

their 
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their requeft, and what thofe liberties were which 
- they lb earneftly importuned him to grant. The* 
barons delivered a fchedule, containing the chief an- 
tides of their demands, and of which the former 
charters of Henry and Edward formed the ground- 
work* No fooner w^re thefe fhe wn to the ki ng than 
he burft into a furious pafBon, and afked why the ba — 
ronsdtd not alfo demand his kingdom, fwearing thathe 
would never comply with fuch exorbitaat demands ?' 
But the confederacy was now too ftrong to ffar. 
much from the confeqoenees of his refcntment. . 
They cbofe Robert Fitzwalter fbr their general, . 
whom they dignified with the title of " Marefchal . 
« of the army of God, and of the holy church," 
and proceeded without farther ceremony to make 
war upon the king. . They befieged Northampton, 
they took Bedford^they were joyfully received itt 
London. They wrotecircular letters to all the no- 
' bility and gentlemen who had not yet declared in 
their favour, and menaced their eftates with devaf* 
tation, in cafe of refufal or delay. ' 

John, ftnick with terror, firft offered to refer all - 
differences to the pope alone,. or to eight barons, . 
four to be chofen by himfelf and four by the confe- 
derates. This the barons fcornfully rejected. He '. 
then affured them, that he would fubmit at difcre- • 
tion ; and that it was his fupreme pleafure to grant'- 
all their demands : A conference was accordingly 
sippoJnted, and all things adjufted for this moft im--- 
portant treaty. 

The ground -where the king's: commifEoners met . 
die barons was between Staines and Windfor, at a 
place called Runimede, ftill held in .reverence by 
pofterity, as the.fpot wher^the ftandard ©f freedom: 
was firft credled in England. ' There the barons ap- 
peared with a vaft number of knights and warriors,, 
on the 15th day of June, while thofe on the king's- 
part came a day or two after» Both ildes encamp-- 

ed 
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ed apart, like open enemies. The debates between 
power and precedent are renerclly but of ihort 
continuance. The barons, aetcrmined on carrying 
their arms, would admit of few abatements ; and 
the king's agents being for the moft part in their in-* 
tereftS) few debates cnfued. After fome days, the 
king, with a facility that was fomewhat fufpicious, 
figned and feakd the charter required of him ; a 
charter which continues in force to this day, and 19 
^e famous bulwark of Engliih liberty, which now 
gpes by the name of Maona Chart a. This 
famous deed either granted or fecured freedom to 
thofe orders of the kingdom that were already pof-« 
fe^ed of freedom, namely, to the clergy, the ba-« 
rons, and the gentlemen; as for the inferior, and the 
greateft part ot the peopie, they were as yet held as 
flaves, and it was long before they could come to a 
participation of legal protedlion. 

John, however, could not well brook thofe con-, 
ceffions that were extorted from his fears, he there- 
fore took the firft opportunity of denying to be in 
the leaft governed by them. This produced a fc- 
^nd civU war, in which ihc barons were obliged to 
ha^e xccourfc to the king^of France for affiitance. 
Thns Engkuid faw nothmg but a profpeA of being 
every way undone. If John fucceeded, a tyranni- 
cal and implacable monarch was to be their tor-* 
mentor; if the *Frendx king (hould prevail, the 
country i^as ever after to fubmit to a more power- 
ful monarchy, and was to become a province of 
J*rance. What neither human prudence could 
fbrefecy nor policy fuggeft, was brought about by a 
happy and unexp^ed event. 

John had af&mbled a confiderable army, with a 
view to make one great effort for the crown ; and 
at the head of a large body of troops, refolved to 
penetrate into the heart of the kingdom. With 
thefe refolutions he departed from Lynn, which for 

its 
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its fidelity he had difflngulfhed with many marks of 
favour, and dlre6led bis route towards Lincolnfliire. 
His road lay along the fhore,. which was over- 
flowed at high-water; but not being apprifed of 
this, or being ignorant of the tide of the place, he 
loft all his carriages,, treafure, and baggage, T>y its 
influx. He himfelf efcaped with the greateft diffii 
culty, and arrived at the abbey of Swijiftead, where 
his grief for the lofs he had fuftainco, and the dif-» 
trat^ted ft ate of his affairs, threw him into a fever> 
which foon appeared to be fatal. Next day^ being 
unable to ride, on horfeback, be was carried in a lit- 
ter to the c^ftle of Seaford, and from thence remov- 
ed to Newark, where, after having made his will, he 
died in the fiftv-firft year of his age, and the eig^-r- 
teenth of his deteft^reign. 
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JLX CLAIM was, upon the death of John," ma Jcr 
in favour of young Heiiry, the fon of the late king,, 
who was now but nin© years of age. The earl of 
Pembroke^ a nobleman of great worth and valour, 
who hadfeitbfuUy adhered to John in all the fluflua*^ 
lions of his fortune, dctermin^ toftippprthis dcclin* 
ing jntercfts, and had him folemnl3r^a*own6d by the 
bWpps of Winchefter and Bath, at Gloucefter. 

Tne. young king was of a chara£ler.the very op* 
polite to his father; as* he grew up to man's. eftate, . 
he was fouiKl to be gentle, merciful, .and humane;, 
be appeared eafy and good-natured to^his dependents; 
but no way formidable to his enemies. Without 
activity, or vigour, he was unfit to conduit in war; , 
without Jiftruft or fufpicion, he was impofed upoa 
in times of vcixc^ 

As 
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As weak princes are never without governing 
fiivourites, he firft placed his affe6lions on Hubert 
-de Burgh, and he becoming obnoxious to the peo- 
ple, the plate wasfoon fupplied by Peter de Roches, 
biihop of Winchefter, a Peidevin by birth, a' man 
remarkable for his arbitrary conduft, for hisrourage,' 
^nd his abilities. Henry, in purfuance of this pre- 
late's advice, invited oyer a great number of Poidle- 
vtns, and other foreigners, who having neither prin- 
ciples nor fortunes at home, were willing to adopt 
whatever fchemes their employer fhould propofe. 
livery office and command was beftowed on thefe 
unprincipled ftrangers, whofe avarice and rapacity 
were exceeded only by theit pride and infolencei 
So unjuft, a partiality to ftrangers very naturally 
excited, the jealoufy of the barons ; ana they even 
ventured to afTure the king, that if he did not difmifs 
all foreigners from court,- they would drive both him 
and diem out of the kingdom ; but their anger was 
icarce kept within: bounds when they faw a new 
fwarm of thefe intruders come over from Gafcony,- 
with liabeUay the king's mother, who had been 
dome tiine before marriwl tothe count de la Marx:he.. 
To thefe }uft caufes of complaint were aided the 
king's unfuccefsful expeditions to the continent, his 
total want of oeconomy, and his^oppreffive *exa£^i<ms^ 
wliich were but the refult oftthe former. The king* 
dom therefore waited with gloonjy refolution, refolv^^ 
ing to take vengeanoj when the general difcontent 
was arrired at maturity. 

This imprudent preference, joined to a thoufand 
other illegal evafions of juAice, at laft impelled Si- 
mon Montfort earl of .Leicefter, to attempt an in- 
novation in the government, and to wreft the fceptre 
from the feeble hand that held it. This nobleman 
was fhe fon of the famous general who commanded 
againft the Albigenfes, a feft of enthuilafts that had 
been deftroyed fooae time before in the kingdom of 

Savoy*. 
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Savoy. He was married to the king's fiftcr ; and^ 
by his power and addrcfs, was pofrcffed of a ftrong 
intereft in the nation, having gained equally the af^ 
fe£tions of the great and the little* 

The firft place where. the formidable confederacy 
lyhich he formed firft difcovered itfelf, was ift the par- 
liament- bcmfe, where the bamns appeared in com*. 
• pJete armour. The king, upon his entry, afked 
them what was their intention ? to which they fubmif* 
lively replied, to make him their fovereigp,-by cojs^ 
firming his |x>wer> and to have their grievances re- 
drefled. — Henry, who was ready enough to promifa 
whatever was demanded, ihftantly affured them of 
bis intentions to give all pofTible fatis&^ion; and 
for that purpofe^ fummoned a parliament at Oxford^ 
tjo digeft a new plan of government, , and to eltSt 
proper perfons, who were to.be entrufted with the 
chief authority. This parliament,, afterw^tds called 
the mad parliament'^ went expeditioufly to work 
upon the bufinefs of. reformation, Twenty-Aur 
-barons were appointed, with fupreme authority, to 
iceform the abufe? of the ftate, and Lciceft^ was' 
placed ax their head. The whole ftate in their 
hands underwent a complete alteration ; all its for^ 
m9X officers were difplaced, and creatures of the 
twenty-four barons were put in their room^ They 
Aot 04[ily abridged tbe authority of the king, but tm 
eiEcac]^ of parliament, giving up to twelve perfons 
all pari iamentary power between each feffion. Thus 
thefe infolent nobles, after having trampled upon 
the crowui threw' proftrate all the rights of the peo- 
ple, and a vile oligarchy was on the point of being 
eftgbliihed for ever. 

The firft oppofition that was made to thefe ufur-^ 
pations, was from a power w^hich but lately began 
to take place in the conftitution. The knights' of 
the (hire, who, for fome time, had begun to be re- 
gularly affembJed in a feparati houfe, now firft per-- 

ceived 
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Cbived tbofe grievances, and complained againft 
diem* They reprefented, that their own interefts 
and power feemed the only aim of all their decrees ; 
and they even cilled upon the king'^s ddeft fon, 
prince Edward, to interpofe his authority, and favc 
the finking nation. 

Prince Edward was at this time about twenty-two 
years of -age. The hopes which were .conceived 
of his abilities, and his integrity rcnJlered him an im- 
iportant perfonage in the tranfa6lions of the times, 
and in feme n^eafure atoned for his father's imbeci* 
tity. He had, at a very early age, given the ftrongeft / 
^proofe of courage, of wifdom, and of conftancy. At 
'rfirft, iiideed, when applied to, appearing fenfible of 
^whathis father had fufFered by levity anwd breach of 
promife, he refufed feme time to liften to the pecv. 
;ple's earneft application; but being at laft perfuad* ' 
• cd to concur, a pa?*liament was called, in which the 
Ming refumed his former authority. 

This being confidered as a breach of the late coifi- 
.vention, a civil war enfued, in which, in a pitched 
battle, the earl of LeiceAer became viiSlbrious, and 
4he king was taken prifoner, but foon after exchai^* 
ed for prince Edward, whp was to remain as a hoft- 
age to enfure the punftual obfervance of the fomier 
agreement- 

With all thefe advantages, however, LeJcefter w^ 
not fo entirely fecure but that he ftill feared the com- 
binations of foreign ftates againfl hirai as well as 
the internal machinations of the royal party. In or- 
der therefore to fecure his ill-acquired power, he was 
obliged to have recourfe tp an aid till now entirely 
unknown in Eilgland, • namely, that of the body of 
the people. He calkd a parliament, where, befides 
the barons of his own party, and feveral eccleftaftics, 
who were not immediate tenants of the crown, he 
ordered returns to be made of two knights from 
every fhirej and alfo deputies from the borougjtes, 
' •. which 
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which had been hitherto confidered as too inconfi* 
dcrable to have a voice in legiflation. This is the 
firft confirmed outline of an Jfcnglifti houTe of com- 
mons. The people had been gaining fomc coftfi* 
deration fince the gradual diminution of the force 
of the feudal fyftem. 

' This pari iamentj^however, was found not fo very 
complying as he expefted. Many of the "barons, 
who had hitherto ftedfaftly adhered to his party^ ap- 
peared difgufted at his immoderate ambition; and 
many of the people, who found that a change of 
mailers was not a change for happinefs, began to 
wifli for the re-eftablifliment of the royal femily. 

' In this exigence, Leicefter findkig himfelf tmable 
tooppofe the concurring wilhes of the nation, was 
refolved to make a merit of ^hat he could not pre- 
vent; and he accordingly releafcd Prince Edward 
fcom confinement, and had him introduced to Weft- 
minfter-hall, where his freedom was confirmed by 
the unanimous voice of the barons. But though 

' Leicefter had all the popularity of reftoring the prince, 
yet he was politic enough to keep him ftill guarded 
by his emiflaries, who watched all his motions, and 
fruftrated all his aims. 

Wherefore the prince upon hearing that the duke 
of Gloucefter was up in arms in his caufe, he took 
an opportunity to efcape from his guards, and put 

-himfelf at the head of his party. A battle foon after 
enfued; but the. earl's army having been exhaufted 
by famine on the mountains of Wales, was but ill 
able to futtain the impetuofity of young Edward's 
attack, who bore down upon it with incredible fury. 
During this terrible day, Leicefter behaved with 
aftoni&ing intrepidity, and kept up the fpirit of the 
aftion from two o^clock in the afternoon till nine at 
night. At laft, his horfe being killed under him, 
he was compelled to fight on foot ; and though he 
demanded quarter, the adverfe party refufed it, with a 

barbarity 
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%arbarity common enough in<the times we are de- 
fcribing. The .old kings who was placed in the 
'front of the battle, was foon wounded in the (houU 
. der ; and not being known ly his friends, he was on 
:the point of being killed by a fqldierf but crying 
out, I am Henry of Winchefter, the king, he was 
-faved by a knight of the ro3^al army. Prince £d- 
-ward hearing the voice of his father, inftantly ran 
•to the fpot where he lav, and had him conducted to 
a place of fafety/ The body of Leicefter being 
found among the dead, was barbaroufly mangled by 
one Roger Mortimer ; and then, with an accumula- 
tion of inhumanity, fent to .the wretched widow, as 
a teftimony of the royal party's fuccefs. 

The vi«ory proved decifive ; and the prince hav- 
ing thus^ reftored peace to the kingdom, found his 
Sftairs fo firmly eftabliflied, that he refolved upon 
. taking the crefs, which was at that time the higheft 
' object of human ambition. 

Jnpurfuance of this refolutron, Edward failed from 
^England with a large army, and arrived at the camp' 
of £ewis, the king of France, which lay before Ttt- 
nis ; and where he had the misfortune to hear of that 
. good monarch's death before his arrivaK The prince 
•however^ no waydifcouragedby this events continued 
-his voyage, and* arrived at the Holy cLand in fafety. 

•He was fcarce departed upon this pious expedi- 
*tk>n,Ywhen the health' of the old king began to de- 
clme; ^nd ke found, not only his own conftitution, 
but alfo that of the ftatc, in fuch a dangerous fitua- 
lion, that he wrote letters to his fon, preiEng him 
to return with all difpatch. At laft, being overcome . 
by the cares of government and the infirmities of 
age, he ordered himfelf to be removed, by cafy jour- 
neys, from. St. Edmond's to Weftminfter, and that 
fame night expired, in the fixty-fourth year of his 
age and the fiftj'-fixth of his reign, the longeft to be 
met with in the annals of England. 

CHAI^. 
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CHAP. XII. 

E D W A R D I. 

W HI LE the unfortunate Henry was thus vain^ 
ly ftruggling with the uiigovernable fpirit of hig fub- 
jedts, hts fon and fuccei^r, Edward, was employed 
in the holy wars, where he revived the glory of the 
Englifh name, and made the enemies of Chriftianity 
tremble. He was ftabbed, however, by one of thoie 
Maliometan etithufiafts, called AfTaffins, as he was one 
day fitting in his tent, and was cured liot without 
^eat difficulty. Some fay that he owed his fafety 
to thcpieiy of Eleonorahis wife, who fuckied the 
poifon from the wound to fave his life, at the hazard 
of her own. 

Though the death of the late king happened 
while the fucceflbr ^as fo far from home, yet mea» 
fures had been fo well taken, that the crowp was 
transferred with the greateft tranquillity. 

As Edward was now come to an undifputed 
throne, the oppofite interefts were propqrtionably 
feeble. The barons were exhaufted by long mu- 
tual difientions ; the clergy were divided in their in« 
terefts, and agreed only in one point, to hate the 
pope, who had for fome time drained them, with 
impunity : the people, by fome infurre£kions againft 
tbe convents, appeared to hate the clergy with equal 
animoftty. Thefe difagreeing orders only concurred 
. in one point, ^t of cfteeming and reverencitig the 
king. He therefore thought this the moft favour- 
able conjunfture of uniting England with Walfes, 
The Welfh had for many ages enjoyed their ovvn 
laws, language, cuftom's, and opinions. They were 
dii3 remauis of the ancient Britons, who had efcaped 
^.the Roman and Saxon invafions, and ftill preferyed 

their 
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their freedom and their ccjutry, unconta'.r.iint'd by 
the adniifiion of foreL|Tn cci.cnr-j/ors. iJiv rr^ ch-.y 
vrero, fiom their numlijcr, inc.-.p.ible of wit.il^and- 
ing tlieir more powerful nel -.liboiiis' on the pL.in, 
their chief defence lav in their in cceiUbh mouiirains, 
thofe natural bulwarks of the cou-itry. Whenever 
England was diiirefied by faeligns at home, or its 
forces called off to wars abroa i, the Welfli made it 
a conftant pra£iice to pour in their irregular troops, 
and lay the open country v/afte wherever they came. 
Nothing could be more pernicious to a country than 
fcveral neighbouring independent principalities, 
under different commanders, and purfuing different 
. int^efls J the mutual jealbufies of fuch were fure to 
harrafs jthe people ; and wherever victory was pur- 
chafed, it was always at the expencc of the general 
welfare. Sepfible of this, Edward had long wifhed 
to reduce that incurfive people, and had ordered 
Lewellyn to do homage for his territories ; which 
fummons the Welfli prince refufed to phey, unlefe 
the king's own fon ihould be delivered as a hoftage . 
for his fafe return. The king was not difpJealed at 
this refufal, as it ferved to give him a pretext for 
bis intended invafion. He therefore levied an army 
againft Lewellyn, and marched into his country 
with certain aflurance of fuccefs. 

Upon the approach of Edward, the Wel£h prince 
took refuge among the inaccef&ble mountains of 
Snowden, and there refolved to maintain his ground, 
without trufting to the chance of a battle. Thefe 
were the fteep retreats that had for many ages before 
defended his anceftors again fl all the atteufpts of the 
Norman and Saxon conquerors. But Edward, 
equally vigorous and cautious, having explored 
every part of his way,, pierced into the very centre * 
of Lewellyn*s territories, and approached the Wclfh 
army in its lafl retreats. Here, after extorting fub^ 
miffion ffona the Wellh prince, the king retired. 
E But 
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But an idle prophecy, In which it was foretold by 
Merlin, that Lewellyn was to be the reftorer of 
Brutus's empii^ in Britain, was an inducement fuC- 
ficiently ftrong to perfuade this prince to revolt once 
more, and hazard a decifive battle againft the Eng- 
lifli. With this view he marched into Radnorfhirej 
ai>d pafling the river Wey, his troops were furprifed 
and defeated .by Edward Mortimer, while he himfelf 
was abfent from his army, upon a conference with 
ifoine of the barons of that country. Upon his re* 
• turn, feeing the dreadful fituation of his affairs, he 
ran defperately into the midft of the enemy, and 
miickly found that death he fo ardently fought for. 
David, the brother of this unfortunate prince, foon 
after fell in the fame caufe ; and/ with him- expired 
the government, and the diftinftion of the Welfh 
natioii. It was foon after united to the kingdom of 
England, made a principality, and given to the eldefl: 
fon of the crown. Foreign conquefts might add to 
the glory, but this added to the felicity of the king- 
.dom. The Welfh were now blended with the 
conquerors; and in the revolution of a few ages, all 
national animofity was entirely forgotten. 
^ Soon after, the death of Margaret queen of Scot- 
: land gave him hopes of adding alfo Scotland to his 
:tlominion. The death of this princefs produced » 
mcjfl ardent difpute about the fiiccefllon of the Scot- 
ijfla throne, being claimed by no lefs than twelve 
competitors. The claims however of all the other 
candidates were reduced to three, who were the de- 
scendants of the earl of Huntingdon by three daugh- 
,'Aersj John Haftings, who claimed in right of his 
•mother,* as one of the co-heirefles of the crown; 
John Baliol, who alledged his right, as being de- 
scended /roia the eldeft daughter, who was his grand- 
.^mothcr j.and Robert Bruce, who was the aAual 
fon of the fecond daughter. This difpute being re- 
icrred to Edward's decifion, with a ftrong degree 
♦ '• of 
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i^ alfeirahce h€ chimed the crown for himrdf, and 
^pdinted B^iol his deputy. 

BkJiol being thps placed uponthe Scotti'fh throne, 
iefs awaking thafi as'a vafial, Edward^s Fitii Hep was 
Sufficient to convince that people of his intentions to 
'ftretch the prerogative to the utmoft. Upon the 
m6iB: frivolous pretences hfe fent fix different fum- 
ffiohfes for fialiol io appear in London, at different 
tirries, iti one year'; f© that the poor Scottifli king 
foori perceived that he was poffefTed of the -name 
only, biit not' the authority of a fovereign. Wilh'ng, 
therefore, to fhake off the yoke of fo troublefomfe a 
niafter, Bsfliol revolted, and procured the pope's 
abfolution from his former oaths of homage. 

But -no povi^er the Scotch could bring into the 
field was ^le to wiihflahd the viilorious army of 
"Edward. He overthrew their forces in many en- 
gagements, and thus becoming undiiputed mafter of 
the kingdom, He took every precaution to fecure'hJs . 
title, and to abolifh thofe diftinclions which .might 
he apt to keep the nation in its f jrmcr indepenclencc. . 
Baliol was carried a prifoner.to London, arnl he 
'carefully deftroyed 5ll records and monuments of 
'autitjuity, that infpired the Scotch withafpirit of 
national pride, 

' Thefe expeditions, however, terminated rather 
th glory than advantage : the expences which were 
'requifite for tarrying on the- war, were not only 
buftbehfome to the king, but even, in the eveilt, 
'threatened to, (hake him on his throne. In order at 
fir ft to fet the great machine in movement, he raifed 
-Cbnfiderable fupplies by means of his parliament ; 
and th^t auguft body was then firft modelled by him 
into the form in which it continues to this day. As 
a gfeat part of the property of the kingdom was, by 
the introdiiftron of comm/^rce, and the improve- 
ment of agriculture, transferred from the barons to 
. ■ thfe^lovrer claffes of the people, fo their cdbfent wa« 
E a thoughl; 
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.thought neccffanr for the railing any confiderablc 

'fuppjlies. For tnis reafon, he Jflued writs to the 
iherlfFs, enjoining them to fend to parliament, along 
with two knights of the (hire (as in the former 
rcigH), two deputieis from each borough within their 
county J and thefe provided with fuflScient powers 

'from their conftituents, to grant fuch demands as 
they {hould think reafonable for the fafety of the 

^ftate. One of the firft efforts, therefore, was to 
oblige the king's council to fign the Magna Charta, 
and to. add a claufe to fecure the nfltion for ever 

• againft all impofitions and taxes, without the confent 
of parliament. This the king's council (for Edward 

.was at that time in Flanders) readily agre'ed to fign; 
and the king himfelf, when it was fent over to him, 
after fome hefitation, thought proper to do the fame. 
Thefe conceffions he again confirmed upon his re- 

;turn; and though it is probable he was averfe to 
granting them, yet he was at laft brought to give a 
plenary confent to all the articles that were demand- 

■ cd of nim. Thus^ after the conteft of an age, the ' 
Magna Charta wa3 finally eftabliflied : nor was it 
theleaft circumftance in its fjjvour, that its confir- 
mation was procured from one of the grcateft and 

""liioldeft princes that ever fwayed the Engllfh fceptre. 
,In the mean time, William Wallace, fo celebrat- 
ed in Scdttilh' ftory, attempted to refcue Scotland 

• from the Englifh yoke. He was younger fon of a 
gentleman, .jv'ho lived in the wefternpart of the king- 
dom. He was a man of a gigantic ftature, incredi- 
ble ftrengthj and amazing intrepidity 5 eagerly de- 
flrous of independence, and pofleflea whh the moft 
difiptcrefted fpirit of patriotifm. To this man haJj ^ 

. reforted all thofe who. were obnoxious to the Englifli 

government; the proud, the bold, the criminal, and 

. the ambitious. Thefe, bred among dangers and 

;hard{hips themfelves, could not forbear admiring \r& 

ifhtir k?der a degree of patience, under fatigue and 

famine, 
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famine^ which they fuppofed beyond the power of 
human nature to endure ; he foon, therefore, became 
the principal objeft of their afFe£Hon and their 
efteem. His firft exploits were confined to petty 
ravages, and occafional attacks upon the Englifh; 
but hefoon overthrew the Englifh. armies, and flew 
their generals. 

Edward, who had been^'over in Flanders while 
thefe misfortunes happened in England, haftened' 
bucJc with. impatience to-reftore his authority,* and 
fccure his former conquefts. He quickly levied the 
whole force of his dominions ;. ^nd at the head of a 
hundred thoufand man^ diie£led-his march to the 
North; fully refolved'to take vengeance upon the 
Scots for their late defeffcionr 

A battle was fought ar Falkirk,' in which Edward 
gained a complete viflory, leaving twelve thoufand 
of the Scotch,. or, as fome will have it, fifty thou- 
fand^ dead upon the field, while the Englifli haci not 
a hundred flaiii; 

A blow fo dreadful had not as yet entfrely cruflied' 
the fpirit of the Scotch nation; and after a fliort in- 
terval, they begirt to breathe from their calamities. 
Wallace, who had gained all their regards by his va- 
lour, (hewed that he ftill tnerited them more by his 
declining the rewards of ambition. Perceiving how 
much he was ^nvied by the nobility, and knowing 
how prejudicial that envy would prove to the in- 
terefts of his country, he refigned the regency of 
the kingdom, andliumbled himfelf to a private fta- 
tion. He propofed Cummin as the propereft pcr- 
fon to fupply his room ; and that nobleman endea- 
' voixred to fhew himfelf worthy of this pre-eminence. 
He fooa" began to annoy the enemy; and not con- 
tent with a defenfive war, made incurfions into the 
fouth^rn counties of the kingdom, which .Edward 
had imagined wholly fubdued. They attacked an 
army of the E^nglifli lying at Roflin, near Edinburgh, 
and gained a complete vid:ory» 

E3 But 
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Rut It was not cafy for any circumfl^nc^ of h^ 
fortun? to reprcfs the enterprifing fpirit of th/s ki^ 
He affornbled a great fleet and ^my; ^fnd enteriag. 
the frontiers cf Scotland, appeared with a foic^- 
^hlch the enemy could not think of rciifting in t\i^ 
open field. Affurcd of fucceft, be ni^rched along, 
and ti-averfed the kingdom from one end to sj:^^, 
©;ber, ravaging the open country, taking a)i die 
caftles, and receiving the fubmiffions of all the no-» 
bl^s. . There feemed to remain only on^ obftacle to- 
the final deftruftion of the Scottiih monarchy, and- 
that was William Wallace, who ftill con£inu,€d rje- 
fra£lory; and v^randcring with a few forces from 
mountain to mountain, preferved his native inde^ 
pendence and ufual good fortune^ But even their, 
feeble hopes from l^im wer€ foon difappointed; he 
yi'c\s foon betrayed into the king's hands by Sir John 
Monteith, his friend, whom he had made acquainted 
with the place of his concealmpntv being furprifed by 
him as he lay afleep in the neighbourhood of Glaf-. 
gow. The king, willing to ftrikc the Scotch witl* 
an example of feverity> ordered him to be conds^^ed- 
in chains to London^ where lie was hange4j drawn^ 
and quartered with the moft brutal ferocity* 

Robert Bruce, who had b?en one of the competi- 
tors for the crown, but was long kept a prrfoner in 
I^ondon, at length efcapiag from his guards, refolved 
to ftrike for his couatry's freedom. Having mur-. 
dp-eij one of the king's fervants> hs left himfdf no - 
refource, but tp confii:m>. by d^qfpeiate valour,, wbat 
he bad begun in cruelty ; ai)4 He foon expelled fuch; 
of the Englifti forces as had ftxpd themfelve^ iji the 
kingdon). §oon ^fter, be w^^ folppnly crowded, 
king by the bifliop of St, Ag^few'sjj. iq the ajjbey ojFr 
84:6116 i and numbers flocked tp b^n ft;^p4¥d>.yefolY*. 
ed ^0 confirm hi§ pretenfions. Th\^ afte^ ty^iGe 
cpfiqupring the kingdopQa an4 as oftexj pardoning the 
delinquents > after .haying fprea^ W^ vi(Slpfie§^ in , 

. ©very- 
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every quarter of the country, and receiving the moft 
humble fubmiffions, the old Jcing faw that his whole 
work vsras to begin afrefli ; and that nothing but the 
final- deftruftlon of the inhabitants could give hira 
affoBance of tranquillity. But no diflBcuIties could ' 
reprefs the arduous fpirit of this monarch, wjio, . 
though now verging towards his^>decline, yet refolv- 
ed to ftrike a parting- blowj and to make the Scotch 
once more tremble at his appearance. He vowed 
rjcvenge againft thrf whole nation ; and averred, that 
nothing but reducing thenff to the compieteft bond- 
age could fatisfy his refcntment. He fummoned his 
prelates, nobility, and all wha held by knighCs fer- 
viee, to meet him at Carlifle, which was appointed 
as the general rendezvous; and, in the mean time, 
he detached a body of forces before him into Scot- 
land> under the command of Aymcr de Valence, who 
began the threatened infliftion by a complete vi£lo- 
ry aver Bruce, near Methuen, in Perthihire. Ln- 
mediately after this dreadful blow, th« refentful king 
bimfelf appeared in perfon, entering Scotland v;ith • 
his army )divlded into two parts,, and cxpedling to 
find, in the oppofitionof the people, a pretext for pu- 
nifhing them. But this brave prince, v/ho vras never- 
cruicl but from motives of policy, could not ftrike the 
poor fubmjtting natives, who made no reCftance. 
His anger was difeppointed in their humiliations 5- 
and he was aflumed to extirpate thofc who only op- 
' pofed patience to his indignation. His death put an 
end to the apprehenfions of the Scotch, and effec- 
tually refcued their country from total fubjcdlion. 
He iickened, and died at <Jarlifle, of a dyfentery -, 
enjoining his fo% with his laft breath, to profecute 
the enterprizfi) and never to defift, till he had finally 
fubdu^d the kingdom. He expired, July 7, 1307, 
in the iixty-ninm year of his age, and the thirty- 
fifth oi his reign j after having added more to the 
folid interelU of the kingdom than any of thofe whp 
went before, or fucceeded him. _ 

E4 CHAP. 
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C H A P. xn. 

1EDWARD 11. furnamcd Caernarvon. 

JlLDWARD was in the twenty-third year of 
his age when he fucceeded his father, of an agree- 
able figure, of a mild, harmlefs difpofitiori,"ana ap- 
parently adtli6led to few vices. But he foon gave 
fymptoms of his unfitnefs to fucceed to fo great a 
monarch as his father j he was rather fond of the 
enjoyment of his power, than of fecuring itj and 
lulled by the flattery of his courtiers, he thought be ^ 
had done enough for glory, when he had accepted 
the crown. Inftead therefore of profccuting ' the 
war againft Scotland, according to the injun<ftions^ 
he had received from his dying father, he took no 
fleps to check the progrefs of Bruce; his march 
into that country being rather a proceHion of pageaii- 
' try than a warlike expedition. 

Weak monarchs are ever governed by favourites, 
and the firfl Edward placed his affedions upon was 
Piers Gayeftone, the fon of a Gafcon kinght, who ' 
}vA been employed in the fervice of the late king. 
This ycung man was adorned with every acconi- 
pliflinient of perfon and mind, that was capable of 
creating afFe£tion ; but he was utterly deftitute of 
thof? qualities of heart and underflanding that ferve 
to procure efteem. He was beautiful, witty, brave, 
and adHve; but then he was vicious, effeminate, (jfe*- 
bauched, and trifling. Thefe vvere qualities entirely 
adapted to the taftc of the young monarch, and he 
feemed to^think no rewards equal to his- deferts. 
Gaveflone on the other hand intoxicated with his 
power, became fiavghty and overbearing, and treat- 
ed the En^ifh nobility, from whom it is probable ^4 
he received marks of contempt, with fcorn and de- 

rifion. 
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rifion, A confpiracjr, therefore, wa» fdon formed 
againft him, at the head of which Queen Ifabel, and 
the earl of Lancafter, a nobleman o£ great power, 
wdre affociated. , * . 

It was eafy to perceive, that a combination of the 
nobles, while the queen fecretly afEfted»their defigns, 
would be too powerful againft the efforts of a weak 
king, and a vain favourite. The king, timid and 
wavering, banilhed him at their folicitation, and re- 
called him foon after. This was fufficient to 
fpread an alarm over the whole kingdom i all A.D. 
the great barons flew to arms 5 and the earl of 1312, 
I:ancafter put himfelf at the head of this 
irrefiftible confederacy. The unhappy Edward,' in- 
ftead of attempting to make refiftance, fought only 
for fafety : ever happy in the companjr of his favou- 
rite, he embarked at Tinmouth, and (ailed with him 
to Scarborough, where he left Gaveftone, as in a 
place of fafety ; and then went back to York hkh- 
lelf, eidier to raife an^rmy to oppofe his enemies ; 
or, byv his prefence, to allay their animofity. la 
the mean time, Gayeftone was beiieged in Scarbo- 
rough by the earl oif Pembroke; and had the gar- 
rifon been fufficiently fupplied with provifions, that - 
place would have been impregnable. But Gave- - 
ftone, fenfible of the bad condition of the g^rrifon^ , 
took the earKeft opportunity to offer terms of capi- 
tulation. He ftipulated, that he ihouM remam in * 
Pembroke's hands as a prifoner for two months; . 
and that endeavours fliould be ufed, in the mean 
time, for a general accommodation. But Pembroke 
had no intention that he fhouldefirape fo eafily ; he 
' ordered him to be conducted tathte caftle of Ded- 
. dingtoh, near Banbury, wbere^ Dn= pretence of other 
bufmefs, he left him with a feeble guard, which the 
earl of Warwick having notice of, he attacked the 
caftle in which the unfortunate Gaveftone was con^ 
lincdj^ and quickly made himfelf matter of his per- 
. E 5 fon. 
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foji. The earls of Lancafter,, Hereford, ajid Acjin--'' 
^el, were fgon apprized of Warwick's fiiccei?, and 
informed that their cQminon enemy was nqw ii>* 
iuftody in Warwick caftle. Thither^ there^orc^ 
they hafteii^d with the w^moft, expedition^ to hoJd a 
cpnfultation i?pa« the fate of tjbeir piifoner. Thi^ 
iyas of i¥> lon^ continuance j they una^imoufly. re- 
Iblved to put him to deaths as aa enemy tp the king-* 
dpm> and Vave him qq time to prepare for his q^q^ 
cution. They inftantly hadhim conveyed to a ^dfx, 
cjdJcd Blacklow-hill) where a WelfK executioner^ 
prQvide4 for that purpofe, fevered ki$ head. &oiin the- 
fcody. 

To add, to Edward's nfiisfortunes, he foon ^ter 
IJ^flTcred 2, moft fignal defeat frgtp the Scotch asmy 
Kinder Bruce, near BanQchtiiurii) and this drove hiiiit 
fince more to feek for. relief in fome lavon^te's, 
<;oinpany. The najine of thia ni?w ;favourite wa% 
Hudu De Spenfer, a yonng man of anoWe. Englifji, 
fam1ly> of fome merit, and very engaging. ac<?o;y^- 
l^ifliments. His father wa^ a perfon oi s^ icpjucb^ 
jnore eftimabje cbara6ler than the fon ; he w^. v^ne-. 
rablc for his yea.rs, and refpe6le4 through life for htS: 
^ifdora> bis valoAW*, and his. integrity, ^iit thefe 
excellent' qualities, were all tarniflied and viliii^^ 
frpm the. moment he an^ bis fon began to fliare the - 
king's fav.our, wU> e;ven dii^oiTeirejci fom.e lQrd« un- 
3Ji0iy of their eilat^f^ in order to accumulate them 
^pofl his favonrijte. Tfeis was a pretext die king's, 
ejnemies had been Ixpng feeking for ; the earls of tan- 
c^fter a^d Hereford few toarnxs ; fentence wa? pro- 
cured from parliame^Tft of perpetual exile againft. the 
two Spenfers,^ an(J^ a forfeiture of their fwtune and 
cftates. The king-however,^ at laft roufing from hi% 
l^hargyj took the field in the defence of his belov- . 
c4 Spenfer, and at tho he.ad of thirty, thoufand men 
.preffed the earl of. fcancafter fo clofely, th^t he. bad 
jwajt tiiw tp Cflll^it biai forces tog^tjh^i;^ a<)d flying" 

from 
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from bfie place to another, he was at laft ftopt in his. 
t»ay towards^ Scotland by Sir Andrew Hfarcia; and 
maide prifoner. As he had formerly fliewn little 
m€rey xq Gaveftone) there was very little extended ' 
to bim^uposk this oceafion. He was condemned by 3, 
eourt-martial ; and led, mounted on a lean horfe, to an 
eminence near Potnfret, in circumftances of the great* 
eft indignity, where he was beheaded by a Londoner, 
A pdbellion, thus cruflied, fervcd only to increafb 
^ prideand rapacitywf yotrng Spenfer: moft of the 
forifeitures were feiaed for his ufe ; and in his promp- 
titud^Bito^ puiufli the delinquents, he vtts found guilty 
0$ many a&:^ of rapine and iiyuftice. - 

But he was now to oppofe a more formidable ene- 
Bry inQyeen Ifabdla, a crue?, haughty woman, who ^ 
ft«d over to-France, and refufed to appear in England 
tmSpenfer was remov'ed from the royal prefcnce and - 
buni&ed the kingdom* By this reply fhe gained twd 
very eonfid«rable advantages ; fhe becaqie pedlar w . 
Eiigiaml, whpere Spenfer was univerfal lx^fff^*^''^'' — 
and fhe had tTie'p}ca4iireot enjoying tne company of 
a youog nobl«nF>an% whofe name was Mortimer^ . 
upon wliom fhe had lately placed her aifedlions, and 
wdsom ftie indul'ged with aJI the familiarities that her 
criminal paffion could confen. The queen's court : 
Bow^ therefore, became a fan<3uary for all the male- - 
• moments who were banifiied their own country^ or ^ 
wto chiofe to conte over. Accordingly, foon after, ^ 
accompanied by three tliowfa«d i«en at arms, ihe fet . 
oat from Dort harbour, apd landtjd fafcly^ withouC- 
<^ppofiUOM, on the coaft of Suffollc. She no fooner • 
appeared thaw tbere feemed a general revolt in her 
fhvour V* aod tbfc unfortunate king foimd the fpirit of 
difloyajty was not confined^ to the capital alone, but 
diffufed over the whole klngdoiir. He had placed 
Ibme dependence on the garrifbn which was ftation* 
ed. m the caftle of Briftol, under the command of 
the eldet Spenfer i but they mutiflied againft their 

governor. 
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governor, and that unfortunate favourite was deliver* 
ed up, and condemned by the tumultuous barons to 
the moft ignominioue death. He was hanged on a 
gibbet in his armour ; his body was cut in pieces^ 
sind thrown to the dogs, and his head was fexit Co 
Winchefter, where it was, fet on a pole, and eir- 
pofed to the infults of the populace. 

Youjtg Spenfer, the unhappy fon, did not long 

> furvive the father j he was taken, \vith fome others 
who had followed the fortunes; of the wretched king^ 
in an obfcure convent in Wales, and the mercileis . 
viftors refolvQgl to gJut their revenge, in adding in- 
fult to ci'uelty. The queen had not patience to wait 
the formality of a tri^l; but ordered him immedi- 
ately to be led forth before the^ infulting. populace, '' 
and feemed to take a favage pleafure in feafting her 
cy6s with his diftreffes. The gibbet exe<fted for his 
execution was fifty feet high ; his head was fent to 
London, where the citizens received it in brutal 
triumph, and^ifixed it on the Bridge. Several other 

^ fwoB mta^ n 1 1 1. f .,fc, , » a jffui »ii,^ phy mdeed> 
had they not themfelves formerly juftified the prefcnt 
inhumanity hy fetting a cruel example. 

In the mean time the king, who hoped to find re- 
fuge in Wales, quickly was difcovered, and deliver^- 
cd up to his adverfaries^ who expreffed their fatif- 
fadion in the groffnefe of their treatment. He was 
condu<Sled to the capital, amidfl: ike infults and re-» 
preaches of the pepple, and confined in the Tower. 
A charge was foon after exhibited againft him; in 
which no other crimes but his incapacity to govern, 
his indolence, his love of pleafure, and his being 
fwayed by evil couniellors, were objefted- againft 
kim* His depofition was quickly voted by parlia- 
ment : he was affigned a penfion for his fupport^ his 

fop Edward, a youth of fourteen, was fixed upon to 

iiicceed him, and the ^ueen was appointed regent 

jdwriug the minority. 

The 
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The depofed monarch but a fliort time fur- * ^x- 
irived his misfortunes ; he was fentfrom pri- ' * 
fon to prifofl, a wretched outcaft, and the ^3*7* 
iport bf his inhuman keepers. He had been at firft. 
configned to the cnftody of the earl of Lancafter ; but 
this, nobleman, fhewing fome marks of refpe6l and • 
pit7, he was taken out of his hands, and delivered 
over to lord Berkeley, Montravers, and- Gournay, " 
who jwere entrufted with the charge of guarding him 
month about. Whatever his treatment froiri Lord 
Berkeley might haye been, the other two feemed re- 
folved that he fhouid enjoy none of the comforts of 
life, while in their cuftody. They pradlifed every* 
kind of indignity upon him, as if their dcfign had 
been to accelerate his death by the bitternefs of his* 
fufferings. Among other a<^s of brutal opprefSon^ 
it is faid, that they fbaved him for fport in the opsn 
fields, ufing water from a neighbouring ditch. H& 
is faid to have borne his former indignities with'pati— 
cnce, but all fortitude forfook him upon this occaf;-. 
on; he looked upon his merciJefs infulters with an 
air of fallen majefty, and burfting into tears, ex- 
claimed, that the time might come, when he would' 
be more decently attended. This, however, was but 
a vain expeftation. A& his profecutors faw that his^ 
death might not arrive, even under every cruelty, till- 
a revolution had been made in his fevour, diey re- 
Iblved to rid'themfelves of thetr fears, by deftroying 
him at once. Accordingly, his two keepers, Gour- 
nay and Montravers, came to Berkeley- caftle, whitre- 
E.»ward ws^s then confined; and having concerted a 
method of putting him to death, without any exter- 
nal violence, they threw him on a bed, holding hint 
down by a table, which they had p^aced over him^ 
They then run a horn pipe iip hiis body, through . 
which they conveyed a red-hot iron ; and thus burnt 
bis bowels, Without disfiguring his body. By this 
cruel artiAce, they expefted to have their crime con- 
cealed i 
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coaled ; hit hk horrid fhrieks, which were heard at 
a dift^nce ftx»m the caftlc, gave a fijfpicion of- thor 
murder ; and the whole was foon after divulged by 
the codofeffion ofi one of the accomplices. Misfor- 
tunes like his mad ever create pity> ^nd a punifli^ 
ment fo difproportionate to the fufierer's guilty Kouffa 
wipe away^even many of thofe faults of whkh ^i^ 
ipard wa& undoubtedly culpable. 

— 6-a.A:,P* XIV. 
EDWARD III. 

X, HE pariianae/ity by which young Ed\yard*waa 
xffifed to the thrpne during the life of his father, ap« 
pointed twelve perflpns as his privy-council, to di- 
TQ& the operatbns. of gpvernnient. Mortimer, the 
(queen's paramour, who might naturally be fet down 
a^ on6 of the members, artfully excluded himfqlf^, 
UAd^F ^ pretended {bow o£ nwieration ; but at tbe^ 
fiime tin^ehefecretly influenced all the tneafures that 
came under their deliberation. He caufed th^ great- 
eft of the royal revenues to be fettled ontjie quecn^ 
doswager, and be feld^om took the trouble to confult 
,.tbe minifters of government in any. public unde/- 
talking. The king himfelf wa& fo befieged by the^ 
f^vouritet's ci caxiires, tbat no acpcfs could be procuf- 
.cdr to him, and the wholeT fovereign ajathority was? 
iliarect betweerv Mortimer and the queen, who tgok 
a^ care to conceal her crimii^al attachmeiiit. 

At length, however, Edward was reS:>lvc4 tf> ihak^ 
Q^. an ajLithoritv that was odiouj? to thq n^ijtion, andt 
j^ticularly reftridlive upoji hion But fijch wa§ the, 
|>owier of the favourite, that; i* rec|iiired as mvich.p<-e-. 
c^dc)n to overturn the ufurp.er, af to eftablifb the 
tjifOQ^. The qu^en and Mortimer hc-^l foi* feme tiufi^ 
- i^bpfeiiV the caftle gf Nottinghana, for th^plage of their 
nii^Q^j i^^W-a^ ftriQJ.y guasde^j th.^ {^aite;^ Locfce4 

every 
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tVety evQoing) znd t&e keys carried to the quec^n. It 
);i^fiy therefore, agreed between th^ king and feme of 
bis barony who feccetly entered into his defigns, to 
fe'tze ppon them in the ftirtrefs y aiid for thatpurpofe> 
Sir WilUaai Eland, the governor, was induced to ad-» 
mit theoi by- a feciet fubterraneous paflage, which 
bad been formerly contrived for an outtet, but was 
DOW hidden with rubbi(h, and known only to one or 
,tWQ. Ijt was by this, therefore, the noblemen in the 
king*s intereft entered the caftle in the night ; and 
Mortimer, withoiit having it in his. power to make 
say refHIaiice, wad feissed in an ;^rtment adjoining 
tbit of theqtseen's. It was m<vain that (he endea-^ 
yo>ir«d«di protect hiqfi :, in. vain iheintreared them to 
(piifeher ^gcjitJelVlortimer;'^ the barons^ deaf to 
her intreatie^^ denied her tharpity^ whiclv be had io 
qften ra&frd to o^iiers. Her paramour was condemn*^ 
M.by thfi, paijiament, which was then fitting, with* 
oat beiug pjermitted to naake bis defence, oreven ex* 
^m'w'mg a witness againft him. He was hanged on 
^.gibbet at a pkce called Elmes, about a mile from* 
Loii^diCiay where his body. wa& left hanging for two 
dftysr after. The qiieen, vilho was certainly the 
iBSiail culpable, wa& iklslded by the dignity of her 
situation j fee was only difcaraed fron> all (hare of 
pQwec, and confined for life to thc-caftle of Rifings, 
with- a penfioa of three ihoufand pounds a yoa^F►, 
Frooa this confinanent (he was never fe« fteej- aftd»> 
though the king annually paid her- a vifit of decent' 
ceremony, yst fce found herfelf a^ando}>ed- to um>- 
xerfal contcaiipt aqd dete il:a£i on ; and continued^ f€>r 
^50V© twenty-five years after a niil'erable monument^, 
of blighted ambition. • 

In order ftill more to fecure the people' J? affeftion^^. 
£dward made a iucceisFui irruption into Scodands in> 
iKhijcb,- in one battle- foughti at Hallid^wn-hili, above 
thirty dioufaad.of the Scotch were (lain. 8oon aiter • 
he turned his arms againft France, which was atthat; 
timfi particularly- unfortiuaate* TErhie thr«e fons^ o9^ 

Philip- 
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Philip the Fair, in full parliament, acccifed their 
\vivesjof adultery ; ^nd, in confequence of this acco-*^ 
iation, they were condemned and imprifoned for life. 
- — ^Lewis Hutinj.fucceffor to the crown of France, 
caufed his wife to be ftrangled, and her lovers to' be 
, flead alive. After his death, as he left only a daugh- 
ter, his next brother, Philip the Tall, affumed th© 
Crown, in prejudice of the daughter ;^ and vindicated 
his title by the Salic law, which laid it down, that no 
female fhould fucceed to the crown. Edward, how- 
ever, urged his pretenfions, as befng by his mother 
Ifabella, who was daughter to Philip tne Fair, and 
lifter to the three laft kings of France, rightful 
heir to the crown. But firft he, in a formal manner,, 
confulted his parliament on the propriety of the un- 
dertaking, obtained th^ir approbation, received a 
proper fupply of wool, which he intended to barter 
\vith the Flemings ; andbeing attended with k body ' 
of Englifli forces, and feveral of his nobility, he failed* 
©ver into Flanders, big with his intended conquefts. 

The fir ft great advantage gained by the Engliih^ 
was in a naval engagement on the coali of Flanders, 
in which the French loft two hundred and thirty 
fhips, and had thirty thoufand o£ their feamen, and- 
two of their admirals flain^ 

The intelligence of Edward's landing, and the dc- 
vaftation caufed by his trobps, who difperfed them- 
felves. over the whple face of the country, foon fpread 
iiniverfcl confternatian through the French court. 
Caen was taken and plundered by the Englilh^^with- . 
' ©ut mercy ; the villages and towns, even up to Paris,. 
fliared the fame Tate 5 and the French hid no othet, 
refource but by breaking down their bridges,.to at- 
tempt putting a ftop to the invader's career. Philip, 
theii king of France, was not i<Jle in making prepa- 
rations to reprefs the enemy. He had ftationed one 
of his generals, Gt)demar de Faye, with an army on 
the oppofite fide of the river Somme, over which 
Edward was to pafs ; while he hfmfelf, at the head 

of 



EDWARD III: 89 

of a hundred thoufand fighting men> advanced to 
give the Engliib battler 

As both armies had for fonie time been in Hght of 
.each other, nothing was fo eagerly expededon each 
Ade as a battle; and although the forces were ex* 
tremely difpro^ortioned, the Englifh amounting only 
to thirty thoufand, the French to a hundred and twen- 
ty thoufand, yet Edward rcfolved to indulge the im- 
petuofity of the troops, and put all to the hazard of 
a hattle. He accordingly chofe his ground with ad- 
vantage near the village of Crecy, and there deter- 
mined to await with tranquillity the fhock of the 
enemy. He drew up his men ®n a gentle afcent, $ind 
divided them into three lines. . The firft was com- 
manded by the young prince of Wales ; the fecond 
was condutSted by the earls of Northampton and 
Arundel; and the third, which was kept as a bodj^ 
of referve,. was headed by the king In perfon. 

On the othe;- fidj^, Philip^ impelled by refcnC-r 
ment, and confident in his nuroberSj was more foli^ 
citous in bringing the enemy to an engagement than 
prudent in taking meafures for its fuccefs. He Jed 
x>n bis arn^ in three bodies oppofite thofe of the 
Englifh. The firft line eonfifted of fifteen thou-» 
fand Genoefe crofs-bowmeri ; the fecond body waa 
led by the king of France's brother ; and he himfelf 
-was at the head of the third* 

About three in the afternoon, the famous battle of 
Crecy began, by the French king's ordering the Ge-* 
noefe archers to charge ; but they were fo fatigued 
with their march, that they cried out for a little reft 
before they fliould engage. The count Alen^on, be- 
ing informed of dicir petition, rode up and reviled 
them as cowards, commanding them to begin the 
dnfet without delay. Their reludtance to begin was 
ftill more increafcd by a heavy fliower which fell that 
inftant, and relaxed their bowftrings ; fo that the dif* 
charge they made produced but very little efiedt. On 
tliie other hand, the Engliflv archers, who had kept 

' their 
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their bows in cafes, and were fevoured by a fiiddon 
gleam of funfliine, that rather (ja^xled the enemy, lee 
fly their arrows fo thick, and with fuch good aim,- 
th^t nothing was to be feen. among the Genoefe but 
hyrry, terror,. and difmay. The young prince o^, 
Wales had prefence of mind to take advantage of- 
their confufion, and to lead on his line to the charge. 
The French cavalry, however, commanded by th& 
count Alencon, whceluig round, fultained the com^. 
bat, and began to hem the EngWh In. The earkof. 
Arundel and Norths^mpton now came to aflirt the 
prince, who appeared forcmoft in the very (bock; 
^nd wherever he appeared turning the fortune of the 
day. The thickeft of the battle was now gathered 
round him, and the valour of a boy filled even vete- 
rans with aftoniftiment j but their furprife at his cou* . 
rage could not give way to their fears for his f;ifety.. . 
Being apprehenlive that fome mifchance might hap-^ 
pen to him in the end, an ojSker was difpatchcd to- 
the king, defiring that Aiccours might be fent to th^ 
prince's.relief. Edward^ who had all this time, with;, 
great tranquillity, viewed, the engagement frbn^ V 
wind-rnill, demi^nded, with feeming deliberation,: if 
bis fon were dead ; but being anfwered that he ftili . 
lived, and was giving aftoniftimg inftances of valouif j.. 
" then tell my generals, cried the king, that he (hall 
have no affiftance from me j the honour of this <lay 
fhail be his, let him fUew himfelf -worthy the profef- 
fipn of arms, and let him he indebtedta his own me^ 
rit alone for Vidfcory.'** This fpeech, being reported'- 
tp the prince and his atteixlants, it ipfpiired thcnj 
with new courage; they made a frefh attack up^on tk.^ 
French cavalry,, antl count Alen§on, their braveft 
coQimander, was flain. This was the begj^nning oiF 
their tgtai overthrow : the Frenchb^ing i>ow without 
^ competent leader, were thrown into confuHon^ 
tiejr whole afmy took; to flight, and were put tp th^ 
fword by thic puf (Mei:fi witbo^it OJ^cy, tijl ivgh^ Aop^ 
J^4 the ca^n^e, N«ver was a. viaory xnqxf fe^on? 

able, 



EawARD m. 9i> 

;^, or lefs bloody to the Engliib than this^ Not<9( 
withftfindiag the great flaughier of the eiiemy» thea 
cpnq^i^rprs Ipft l?ut o/ioefquire, thi ec knights, and » 
few of inferior ra,f\kf 

J^Mtthi^ vidory w.^s >ttejid^d wilh ftill morjefub-- 
ftantial advantages ^ for Edward, ns modcratcj in con- 
queft, as prudent m his methods to ohtain it, refolv^- 
«d toTecur^ an eafy entrance into France, for the. 
future. With this vifew he laid fis^c to Calais, tbati 
Vas then defended by John de Vicnne, an expexi- 
e^iped commandex, anifpppJied with every thing ne- 
c;cffayy for deftnce* Thefe operations, though ilcxw', 
ijr^rc at length foccef^i^L It was in vain that the 
governor made a noble defence, that he excluded all 
l5vc ufeleft mouths fruin tlie city, which Edward ge- 
ij^ro^fly permitted to pafs. Edward refolved to re-- 
duce i^ by f amine> and it was at length taken after a 
twelve-month's fiege, die defendants having been re- 
duced to the laft extremity. He refolved to punifli 
the obftinacy of the townimen, by the death of fix of. 
^emoft coimdevablecitizsns^ who offered themfelves 
with ropesrouflid ^h' neckj^to- faf iate hi5 ii^dignation j. 
bMt he fp^ared their li ve^^at the interceflion of the queen- 

Whi}e Edward was t«aping vidloriesupon the con- 
tinent) the Scoltph^ ever wilimg to embrace a flavour- 
ableioppDi:tunity.of rapine and revenge, invaded the -' 
frontiers wUh a mnperoas army, headed by David 
^UC4S tb.eir king. Thi3 unexpected invaTion, at fucb 
a jui>(^u|Pe, ^lavtned the Engiifh, but was not capa-i 
. Ue oC ifttirtiidaftng them. Lionel, Edward's foi^ 
wh9 was left, guardian of England duriiig his father's 
9bfeiif:e> was yeJt loo young to. take yipon hin^ tha 
cQqp|{ni^4 <^f aa army; hut the vidkoriei qq the coo^ 
tjinent feeuj^d to iol^re even wjomen with vaUwur 3. 
Philipp% Ed ward^» queen, topk upon hec the conduif^ 
9f th^ iifild)^^ prepared' to repuife the eaemy u^ 
. p^rfon* ^AjccQrdingly^ having made lord Pcrcy^ ^ j^ 
geoenil uod:^ bej?, Ae oiet the Scota at a j*^. 5*' 
§ac« called Nevil's Crofs, near Durham, ^^ ' " 

and- 
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and offered them battle* The Scotch king was no 
lefs impatient to engage j he imagined that he might 
obtain an eafy viftory agalnft undifciplined troops 
and headed by a woman. But he was miferably de- 
ceived. His army was quickly routed and driven 
from the fieW. Fifteen thoufand of his men were 
cot to pieces i and he himfelf, with many of his no- 
bles^ and knights were taken nrifoners, and carried' 
in triumph to London. 

A vidtoiy gained by the Black Pri|ice near Poic- 
tiers f9llowed not long after, in which John, king of 
France, was taken prifoiier, and led in triumph- 
through London, amidft an amazing concourfe of 
Q>e6lator5. Two kings prifeners in the fame court,, 
and at the fame time, were confidered • as glorious 
atchievements ;• but all that England gained by them 
was only glory. Whatever was -won in France^ ^ 
with all the dangers of war, and the expence of pre*- 
paration, was fucceffively, and in amanner lilemly 
loft, without the mortification of a defeat. 

The Englifh, bytheir frequent fupplies,vhad been* 
quite exhaufted, and were unable to continue an army 
in the field. Charles, who had fucceeded his father 
John,. who died a priloner in the Savoy, on the other 
hand, cautioufly forbore c6ming to any decifive en- 
r gagement ; but was contented to let his encimies t^affe- 
their ftrength in attempts to plunder a fortified coun- 
try. When they were tired, he then was fu re to fally^ 
forth, and poflefs himfelf of fuch places as they wer^. 
not- ftrong enough to defend. He firft fell upon Pon- 
>thieu; the citizens of Abbeville opened their gates to 
him; thofe of, St. Valoisj Rueyaiui Crotoy, imitated- 
the example ;.. and the whole country was in a Utde 
time, reduced to total ftrboiiilion. The fouthern 
provinces were, in the farne manner^ invaded by his- 
generals with equal fuccefs; while the Black Princej 
deftitute of fupplies from England, and wafted by a. 
^uel and confumptive diforder,: was obliged to re- 

tura 
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torn to his native country leaving the affairs of the 
South of France in a moft de^erate condition. 

But, what of pll other things ferved tx) gloom the 
.latter part of this fplendid reign, was the approach- 
ing death of the Black Prince, whofc conftitution 
fliewed too manifeftly the fymptoms of a fpeedy 
diflblution. This valiant and accompliihed prince 
died in the forfy-fixth year of his. age, leaving be- 
hind hiina chara£ter witnout a fingle blemifh ; and a 
degree of fixrow among the people, that time could 
fcarcely alleviate. 

The king was moft fenfibly affedled with the lofs 
of hisifon; and tried every art to allay his uneafmefs. 
He removed himfelf entirely from the duties and bur- 
dens of the ftate, and left his kingdom to be plun- 
dered by a fet of rapacious miniflers. He did not 
furvive the confcquences of his, bad conduct; but 
died about a year after the prince, at Shene in Surry, 
deferted by all his courtiers, even by thofe who had 
grown rich by his bounty. He expired in the fixty- 
' fifth year pf his age, and forty-firft of his rfeign, 

13775 a prince more admired than beloved by his 
Jubje<Sfcs, and more^an obje£l of their applaufethan 
riieir forrow* 

- It was in ^is reign ihat the order of the 
.Garter was iftftituted 5 the number was to A. D# 

coinfift of twenty- foiir perfons befides the 1340* 
.king. A llory pre vails, but unf^pported byahy 

ancient authority, that the CQUntefs of Salifbury at a 

halj, happening to drop her garter, the king took 

it up, and .prefented it to her with thefe words, 
' •' Honi.foit qui mal y penfe;^' Evil be to him that 

evil thinks. This accident, it is J&ud, gave rife, to 

the orfler and the motto. 

Edward left many children by his queen Philippa 

of Hainault: hiseldeft fon, the Black Prince, died 

before him, but he left a fon> named Richard, who 

fticceeded to the throne, 

CHAP. 
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.IGHARD JI. Was but eleven years old whdi 
:he come to the throne of hrs grandfather, anH 
[foUtid ftie people difcontented £ind poor, the noblds 
proHd and rebellious. As he was a minot, the gd- 
vernment was vefted in the hands of his three uncles, 
>the dilfces of Lancafier, York, and Glducdler j and 
•as the Itite king had left the kingdom involved in ma- 
iiy dangercftis aiid expenfive wars, which demanded 
^ai^ge andconftant fufyplies, the murmurs of the peo- 
ple in€:rcafed in proportion. The expencts of arma- 
-'illents taface tiie enemy on every fide, and a^vant 
'cf oecohorny irt the admin iftration, entirely exhaull- 
ed tbetreafury; and a new tax of three groats oh 
^vcry peHbn nbo^e fifteen, w\is granted by parlia- 
rftient as a fupj^. The indignation of the people 
'h«dbeen for fome time increaiing ; but a tax foiirt- 
'equitbWe, in wbrch the rich p?iid no mofe tkan the 
-poor, kindled the refentment of the latter into ftame. 
It be^a^T in EfTex, where a repoit was induftrioiifly 
fpread, thit the peafants \vei*e to be deftroyed, their 
hoUf<fs burnt, and their farms plundered. ' A black- 
fmith, 'V7e\\ known by the name of Wat Tyler, was 
th* fiffl who excited them to arms. The tax gather- 
:«r8 coming to this man's houfe while he was at work, 
.<letnanded paj'^ment for his- daughter, which he re- 
• f«fed, alledging fhe was under the age mentiorred in 
<^e a^r Oneof the^brdtdcolieAorsinfiftedon h<r 
being a full grown woman, and immediately attempt- 
ed a very indecent prodf of his affetHon, This pro- 
>*oked the father'to fiich adegffee, that he inftantfy 
^flrucjc him dead witha b46w of Ks hammer. Th^ 
ftanders-by apphud^d hi^ %Wt, and, one and all, 

refolved. 
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'rer(>r'c^ ^^ defend his condncf^. He was- confiderefl 
as a cl\itT:or.''-. in rhc crftife, and appointed the leader 
Tiiid ri>\v jfrr-in of the people. It k enfy to imagine 
the difordcrs committed by this tumultuous rabbJe.; 
the whole nelghboudiood rofe in arras; they burtit 

jmd plundered Whererver they came, and revenged 
upon their formei* mafters, all thofe infults which 

" tJiey had long fuftained with impunity. As the di£» 

'content was general, the infurgents increafed in pro- 
poniofl as they approached the capital. The flame 

'foonpropagatqditfeif into Kent, Her tfordfh ire, Sur- 

/ry, Su/r^x, Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridge, and Lin- 
coln. They were found to amount to above a hun- 

"dred thoufand men by the time they were arrived at 
Blackheath. At the head of one party of thefe was 
Wat Tyler, who led his men imo Smiihficld, where 

^he was met by the king, who invitedhim to a confe- 
rence, under a pretence" of hearing and rcdreffing his 

"grievances. Tyler ordering his companions to retire, 

^ijl he fliould give them a lignal, boldly ventured to 
meet the king in the midft of his retinue, and accord- 
Jogly began the conference. The demands of this 
demagogue are cenfured by all the hiftorians of the 
times, as irtfolent and extravagant ; and yet nothing 
cari be more juft' than thofe they have delivered for 
him. He required that all flaves ftiould be fet free; 
that atl commonages fhould be open to the poor as 
. * well as the rich ; and that a general pardon Hiould be 
paffed-for die late outrages. . Whilft he mad.5 thefe 

' demands, he now and then lifted up his fword in a 
menacing manner ; whfch infcK?nce fo raifed the in- 
dignation ofWilHam Walworth, th^n mayor of Lon- 
don, attending on the king, that, without confidering 

■ the danjjer to which he cxpofed his majefty, he ftun- 
ned Tyler with a Mow of his mace ; whrfe one of 
the king's knights, riding up, difpatched him with 
his fword. The mutineers, feeing their leader Ml, 

' prepared themfehes to take reycngej and thek bo^s 

were 
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werc;pow bent for execution, when Richard, tfaon^ 
not yet quite fixteen years of age, rode up to the re-. 
befe, and, with admirable prefence of mind, cried 
out, " What, my people, will you then kill your 
iing ? Be not concerned for the Jofs of your leader^ 
I myfelf will now be your general; follow me, into 
the field, and you (hall have whatever you defire/' 
The awed multitude immediately defifted j they fol* 
*Jowed the king as if mechanically into the fields^, 
and there he granted them the lame charter that 
they had before given to their companions, but 
which he foon after revoked in parliament. 

Hitherto the king had acied under the controul of 
ihe regency, who did all xhey could devife to abridge 
his power; however, in an extraordinary council of 
the nobilLty, affembled after Eafter, he, to'the afto- 
nifliment of all prefent, defired to know his age ; 
»and being told that he was turned of tworand- twenty, 
he alledged, that it was time then for him to gbvera 
^without help ; £^nd that there was no reafon 3iat he 
ihould be deprived of thofe rights which the meaneft 
jof his fubjefts enjoyed. 

Being thus left ^t liberty to condudl the 
.A. D. bufinels of government at difcretion, it 
1389. quickly appeared that he wanted thofe arts 
that are ufually found to procure a lalHng 
refpeS ; he was fond of lu;curious pleafures and idle 
-oftentation ; he admitted the meaneft ranks to his fti- 
iTiiliarity;' and his converfatioii was not adapted to' 
..impreis them with a reverence for his morals or abi- 
lities. The cruelty (hewn to the duke of Glouccf- 
ter, vjho upon flight fufpicions was fent to confine- 
ment in Calais, and there murdered in prifon, with 
fome other adls equally arbitrary did not fail to in- 
■creafe thofe animofities which had already taken deep 
root in the kingdom. The aggrandifement of fome 
new favourites contributed ft ill moretomake the king 
x^dious; but though he feemed refolved, by all his 
ad^ions, to fet his fubjedts againft him, it was accident 

that 
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^t ^ive the occafion for his overthrow. The doke 
of Hereford appeared in parliament, and accufed the 
4uke ^ Norfolk of having fpoken feditious words 
againft his maj<efty in a private converfation* . Nor« 
fbtk deniejd -the charge, gave Hereford the lie, and 
offered to prove his innocence by fingle combat. . As 
pi90ofswer& pasting for legal trial, the lords I'eadily 
iw:q«tefeed in ^at mode of determination ; the time 
and pisHse were appointed ; and th^ whole nation 
watted with anxi ous fufpenfe for the event. At length 
the day arrived on which this dutl was to be fought, 
and the champions having juil begun the! f career, the 
kii)Kgftopped the combat, and ordered both the com* 
batants to leave the kingdom. ThedukeofJ^orfolk 
1|£ baniflied for life, but the duke of Hereford only for 
ten years. Thus the one. was condemned to exile 
without being charged with aqy . offence,' and the 
^ther without being convifibed of any crime. The 
dukeof Norfolk was overwhelmed with grief and des- 
pondence at the judgment awarded againft him ; he 
retired to Venice, where, in a litde time after, he 
died of a broken heart. Hereford's behaviour on this 
occafion was refigoed and fubmiffive, which fo pleaf^ 

' ed the king that he confented to ihorten the date of 
his banifliment four years ; and he alfo granted him 
letters patent, enfuring him-the enjoyment of any in- 
heritance which, ihould fall to him during his ab- 
fence^ butupor] the death of his father, the dukeof 
Lanca&er, which hap|>ened fhortly after, Richard 
revoked rhofe letters, and retained .the pofleflion of 

' the Lancafter ettate to himfelf. 

Such complicated injuries ferved to inflame the re- 
fentment of Hereford againft the king; and although 
he had hitherto concealed it^ he now fetnp, bounds 
to his indignation, buteven conceived a defireof dcr 
throning a perfon who hadfheAyn himfelf fo unwor*^ 
thy of power. Indeed, no man cou Id be better qua?. ~ 
liUed for an eoterprize of this nature than the earl of 
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Hereford: he was cool, cautious, difternmg, and 
refdute. He had ferved with diftin^tion agaiBfrtbe 
Jniidels df Lithuania; and he had thus joindd' to-hii 
. €3ther merits thofe of piety' and valour. He* was ftU 
mulated by private injuries^} and ked atttaiiGM and 
fortune fufficient to givo> weight to hi« meafiiretf. He 
only waited' the abfence of the king from £ngland>tQ 
put his fchemes in execution ; and Richard^s goimg 
over into Ireland^ to qtiell an infurre^oti there, was ' 
jthe opportunity he long had looked for. ^ 

Accordingly he inftantly en^barjc:ed at NantB^ i*h 
a retinue of fixty perfon^ in diree fmall veffi^ls, and 
Janded at Raven^ur m Yorkfliire. 'The earl of 
^^orthymberlancl, who had long been a malecontent^ 
together wkh Henry Percy, his fon, who, from hf« 
ardent valour, was lumamed Hotfpur, immediately 
joined him with their forces. After this jiinftion the 
concourfe of people coming to lift under hisbannet 
iwasfo gteat, ^at ip ayfewtdayshis army amounted 
tothreefcore thouf«id men. 

Whilft jthefe things were tranfafting in England, 
JLichard continued in Ireland in perfe6l fecti^y.. 
Contrary wind?, for three weeks tc^ether, prevented 
his receiving any news of the rebellion which was 
begun in Ws native dominions ^ wherefore, upon 
daiiding at Milford-hav'eii with a body of twenty 
thoufand men, he faw himfelf in a dreadful iitua- 
tion, in the midft of an enraged people, without any 
-friend on whom to rely j and forfakfen by thofe, 
who, in the fflnfbine of his power, had only contri- 
buted to fan his follies. His little army gradually 
4>egan to defert him, tUl at laft he found that he had 
not above fix tboufaod men who followed his ftand- 
^. Thus, not knowing whom to truft to, or 
-where to turn, he faw no other hopes of fafety, .b\rt 
to throw hfmfelf upon the.generofity of Kis enemy, 
and to gain from pity what he could not obtain by 
arms. * He therefore fent Hereford word, that he 

was 
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«was ready to fnbmh to whatever terms he th^Ji ht 

-proper to- prefcribe, and that he carneftly ci.- jJ a 

cofhfereiiCe, For thfis purpofe the earl appvMiiiod 

him to meet at a cattle li^ithin about ten miles of 

^Chefter, where he came the next day with his whole 

>satny, Richard, who the. day. before had been 

brought thither by the duke of Northumberland, 

defcrymg his rival's approach from the walls, went 

^* down to receJve hnn ^ while Hereford, after fome 

cefcmQuy, entered the caftfe in complete armour, 

•<H»ly his head was bare, in compliment to the fallen 

^ king. Rfchard received him with that open air for 

whldi he had b^en remarkable, ahd kindly bade him 

wdcome. ^ My lord, the king, (returned the earl, 

with a cool refpeflful bow,) I afti come fooner than 

you appointed, becaufe your people fay, that for one 

^oid twenty years you have governed with rigour and 

indtferetion. They are very ill Satisfied with your 

condu£t ; but, if it pleafe God, I will help you Co 

govdm them better for the time to come.'* 

To this declaration the king made no odier anfwer, 
but, ** Fair coufin, fince- it pleafes you, it pleases 
uslikewife.** 

But Hereford's haughty anfwer was not the only 
ifiorttfication the unfortunate Richard was to endure. 
After a fiiort converfation with fome of the king's 
attendants, Hereford ordered the king's horfes to oe 
brought out of the ftable ^ and two wretched animals 
being produce^^ Rtchaid was placed upon one, and 
his. favourite, the earl (^, Salifbury, upon the other* 
InthU mean equipage they rode to Chefter; and 
were conveyed to the cattle with' a great noife of 
trumpets, and through a vaft concourfe of people, 
t«iio were no way moved at the fight. In this man- 
ner he was led triumphantly along, from town to 
' tbwn, amidft multitudes, who fc^olFed at him and ex- 
tolled his rival. Long liye the good duke of Lan- 
cafter, ocfr deliverer! w^ the general cry j but as 
Fa . Sh^ 
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.for the king, to ufe the pathetic words of the poc^ 

^ None cried God blefs him." Thus after repeated 
indignities, he was xronfined a clofe prifonier in the 
Tower; there, ifpoffiblc) to undergo a fti II greater 

.variety of fludied iafolence, and fl^amt conti»iqit. 
The wretched monar^ch, humbled ui this manner, 

1)egan to lofe the pride of a king widi the fpkndpui^ 
of royalty, and his fpirit funk to his cifcaiinftances. 
There was no great difficultv, therefore, in joduciug. 

, hini to fign a deed, by which te renounced his.crowiL 

*as being ui^qualified for governing the kixsgdom. 

!,Uppn this refignation Hereford founded hisprincipal 

,claim; but willing to. fortify bis jKetenfions mt)x 
every appearance of juftice, he called a parliameitf^ 

'which was readily brought to.aj^ove and confiria 
his claims, , A fiivolqus charge of thirty-three arti- 

.cles wa$ drawn up, and fonnd valid agarnft the kjng^ 

..upon, which he was folernnly depofed, and the earl 
of Hereford eledted in his ftead, by the title .irf 
Henry the Fourth. Thu^.be^n the conteft between 
the houfes of < York anj^. I^^feafter, which, for fe- 

^ veral years ^ftcr, de|uge<J the kiVigjiom with bloody 
and yet, in the end, contributed tofettle and^cpniirgi 
the conftitution. . 

When kichard wasdepgfed, the earl ^f North un:»- 
berland made a motion in the houfe of peers, de- 
manding the advice of parliament, with regard io 
the future treatment of the depofed king. To this 
they replied, that he {hould be rmprifoned jn fome 
fecure place, where his friends and partizans fhouW 
not be able to find him- This was accordingly put 
in practice.; b.tit while he ftill continued alive, the 
ufjirper cQuld not remain in fafety. Indeed fome 
confpiracies and commotions^ which foUbwecl fo(>n '' 

• after, induced Henry tp wi(h for Richard's death, ip 

corifequence of which one of thofe aflTafens that are 

found m ev'ery court ready to commit the moft horrid 

-crimes for reward, wenf dowji to the place of this 

unfortunate 
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uii|9rtunate monarch's confinement,* in the caftte of 
Pomfret, and with eight of his folJowers, ruflied into 
bi« apartment. The king concladiiig their defign 
waS'to take away his life, refolved not to fall unre<«. 
venged', but to fe!l it as dearly as he could ; where*'- 
fore, wrefting a pole-axe from one of the murderers, 
keibon laid four of their number dead at his feet. 
But he was at length overpowered, and ftruck dead 
with the blow of a ^ole-axe;;^ although fome affert,* 
iiat he was ftarved in prifon. Thus died the un- 
fortunate Richard, in the thirty-fourth year of his* 
Hge, and the twenty-third of his reign. Though" 
his conduct was blameablc, yet the punifliment be 
fijfFered. was greater than his offences ; and in the 
end, his fufFerings niade more converts to his fami- 
ly and caufe, tbaa ever his moft meritorious anions 
Gottld have procured tfaean. He hit no poft&rity^> 
eidwr legjtiMite or oth«rwifec- * 

\ \ CETA P.. xvi:- 

\: , H E N\R Y IVV 

Henry foon ftmnd th^t the throne of 
an ufttiper is. btit a bed of tfaorm. Such A. Di- 
violent animofities irroke out amoftg the ba- 1 399. • 
TQxit in the firft fefficm, of his parliament, 
that fatty challenges were given ahd received, and 
fbrty gauntlets thrown down as jrfedges of the fin- 
cerjty of* their rcfentmcut. Butthough thefecom- 
mcdons' were feomingly fuppr^fTed bv his thoderati^ 
iwtrfbr that time, yet one confpiracy oroke out aft6r 
another, ahd were dete£te.d*in the formation, or ac- 
tually puniihed in the fiefd. 
' That formed againft him by the ^rl of \ |^ 
Koirthumberlajid was the fiK>ft fcrmidable. j* q^* 
It wis in a IkirmiflibOiveen the Scotch and ^^' 
F 2 Eagliflb^ 
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Englifli, that ArchibaU* earl of Douglas, witb> 
mftny of ^e Scotch nobiJitj) Were taken prifoners 
by the carl of Nortbumberiand, and carried to Aln- 

^ wick-caftle. When Henry received intenigence of 
this v>6^ory) be fen^ the earl orders .n(^ to ranfoiA 
his prifoners, as he intended to detain th^n, in order 
to inoreafe his demands, in making peace wkh Scot- 
land. This mefiage was highly reiented by the 
«arl (^ Noithumberland, wbo^ ,by the laws of war 
that prevailed in that age^ bad a nght to the ranfemi 
of all filch as he had. taken in battle. The com^'. 
tnand was dill more irkfome,- as he confidered th# 
king as his debtor both for fecurity andhis crown. 
Accordingly, ftung with this iyppofed injury, he 
refolved to overturn a dirone vriiich he had the ditef 
band in eftablifhin^. A fcbeme w«s laid, in wrbkk 

. the Scotch and W eUh were to unite their fmes, 
and to affift Northurnberland in elevating l^ofti* 
mcr, as the true heir to the crown of* England, 
When all things were prepared for the intended in-- 
liineditio, tlie earl had the .mortification to find 
himfeif imable to lead on the troops, being fensed 
with a fudden iUnefs at Berwick. But the want of 
his prefence was well fupplted by his fon Harry 
Percy, Yumapsed Hotfpur, who took die com^ 

. mand of the treo^, and inarched them towards 
Shrewfhury, in order to joiti his forces with th»fe 
of Glcndour, a WeUh "chiefGain, whp ftnne time 
before had been exohaug^ from prifon, and bad 
now advanced with hi^ fevees ^ far as Skvap(bi». 
Upon the junflion of'thefe two awnies, they p«U- 
liihed a manifefto, whtctf aggravated dxeir ireai 
grievances, and invented more. In the mean tfme». 
Henry, who had received no int«Higen€e of their 
defigns) was al iirft greatly furprifed at the news of 
this reb^ion* Bu^ foitone feemed to befriend him 
on diis occafi<xi $ he' h^d a fmail amy^in readinefs, 
which he imeoded agaisft lite Scotch, and knowing 

the 
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the importance of dtfpatch againft fuch a£tive ene-^ 
mks, he inftandy hurried down to Sbrewfburyy that. 
he might give the rebels battle; 

Upon the approaok of the two armies, both fides 
fetmed wiiKng to give a colour to their caufe, by 
(faewing a detire of reconciliation ; but when they 
came. to open thdr mutufil demaids, the treaty was 
turned into abiife and recriminttion. On one fide 
was obje^^ed rebellion and ii^ratitude ; on the other, 
tyranny and ufurpation. The twci^ armies were 
protty nearly eqaal, each confifting of about twelve 
thousand men ; the animofity on ^th fixies was in^^ 
flamed to the higheft pitch ;. and no prudence nor 
military ikill could deteimine on which fide the vic^^ 
tory mig^t incline. Ac6ordifigIy) a very bloody 
ei^agement enfued, in which the generals on botn 
fides exerted themiblves with great bravery* Henry 
was feen every where in the thickeft of the fight ; 
w)}ile his valiant fon, who^ was afterwards the re- 
nowned cong9croF of-Erance^^fo«ght by his fide,, 
andy though woundbd in the face by an arrow, ftill^ 
kept the Add, and perfbnned aftoniibing a6ts of va- 
lour. On the other fide,1he daring Hotfput fupporred 
^ that renowQ whieH he had acquired ii»fomany bloody 
engagements, amd etery where feught out tte king 
as a noble objeA of indjgnaiion.r* At laft, however, 
bis death, from ao unknown hand, decided the vic^- 
tory ; and the fortune of Henry once more prevail* 
ed. On that bloody dsty, it is iaid, that no lefs than 
two thpufand three hundred gentlemen were flatn, 
and about fix thoufand private men, of whom two« 
thirds were of Hotfpur's army. . 

While this- furious ttaniad^ion was going forward^ 
Northumberiand, who was lately recovered from his 
indifpofition, was advancing with a body of troops 
to reinforce the army of tnatecontcnts, and take 
«ipon |iiiii the command. .But hearing by die way 
of his foil's ana brotber^s misfortunei he difmifl^ 
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his troops, not daring to keep the field with fo (mail 
a force, before an army fuperror in number atid 
flufhed with recent vidory. The earl, therefore, 
for a while attempted to find fafety by flight, but at 
laft being preffed by his purfucrs, an.l finding Wm- 
felf totally without refource, he chofe rather to 
throw himfelf upoa the king's mercy, than lead 
a precarious and indigent liffe in exile. Upon his 
appearing before Henry at York, he pretended-that 
his fole intention in arming was to mediate between 
the two parties; and this, though but a very weak 
apology, feemed to fatisfy the kmg. Northumber* 
lanci, therefore, received a pardon j Heniy probably 
thinking .that he was fufficienily puniihed by the lo6 
«f his army, and the death of hisi favourite fon. 

By thefe -means Henry feemed to furmount all his 
trouble 5 and the calm which was thus produced, 
was employed by him in endeavours to acquire po- 
pularity, which ibe had loft by the feverities exer- 
^ cifcd during the preceding part of his reignJ 

A. D. For -that reafon, he often pjsrmitted the houfe 
1407. of commons to afTume powers which bad not 
been ufually exercifed by their predeceflbrs. 
In the fixth year of his reign, when they voted him 
the fupplies, they appointed treafurers .of their own, 
to fee the 4noney difburfed for the purpofes intend* 
t'd ; and required them to defiver in their accounts 
to the houlb. They propofed thirty very important 
articles for the government of the king's houfehold ; 
andj on the whole, preferved their privileges and 
jfreedom more entire during his reign than that of 
any of his predeceilbrs. But while the king thus 
laboured not without fnccefs.to retrieve the reputa*. 
tion he had loit, his fon Henry> prince, of Wales, 
feomecl equally bent on incurring the public aver- 
sion* He became nol^orious for' all kinds rf de^ 
bauchery, and ever chofe to be furrounded by a fet 
of wretches, who took pride in committing the moft 
N illegal 
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illegal aSs, with the prince at their head. The 
king was not a little mor^Uiod at this degeneracy in.^ 
his clcTeft fon, who feemed entirely forgetful of his 
ftation, although he had already exhibited repeated 
proofs of his v&Tour, condufti and generofity. Such 
wiere the excefles into which he ran, that bile of b2.a 
diflbitite compahiorfs having 1)een brought to triil 
before Sir William Gafcoigne, chief juftice of th^ 
King's-bench, for fome mifdenieanor, the princd 
tvas fo exaf^rated at the Wue of the trial, tfrat h^ 
ftruck the judge in ©pen court. The vehexabid 
tnagiftrate who knew the reverence th^t was due to . 
his ftatioR) behaved with a dignity that became'hii 
oftce, a^d immediately ordered the prince to be 
committed. to pdfon. When this^ tranfadion wai 
jrepprted to the king, wha was an excellent jndgd 
of mankind, he cpuld not helpiexclaiming in a tranf* 
port; "Happy is the king, tharhas a magiftrate 
endowed AVith courage to execute the laws updii 
fcich an offender ; ftill more happy in having a fon 
wilh'ng to fubmit to fuch- a ch^ifement !" This, 
in fa6t, is one of the firft great inftahces we read in 
the Englift hiftory of a magiftrate doing juftice in 
cppofition to ppWer ; fmce upon mafiy former oc*' 
-ijaiions, we find the' judges only minifters'or.royJtk 
caprice. 

Henry, whofc health had for fome time been de* 
dining, did not long out-live this tranfadHon. He 
was iubjedk to fits, which b^eaved him, for' the 
time, of his fenfes ; and which at laft brought oh 
i^s death, at Wcftminfter^ . in the forty-fixth year* 
€^ his age, and the foort^th of his ijeign. ' - 
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Ar D. X H £ firft fteps taken by die young' kitag 
J413. confirmed all thofe prepoflcffiont enterti^n- 
ed in his fovoun He c^led togetber his for- 
mer abandoned companions, acquainted them with* 
his intended reformation ; exhorted them to follow 
his example r and dvus difmiffcd them ftom bk pft- 
tsno6f allowing them a competency to fubflft upon 
till he faw them wcxthy of farther promotion. Tfao 
faithful minifters of his father, at firft, began ta 
tremble for their former juftice, in the adinimflra-' 
tipn of their duty ; but he foon denied them of their 
fsars,' by taking them into his friendfiiip dnd coi^-, 
dence. • Sir William Gafcoigne, "^o thought hi^*- 
felf the mbft 6bnbxioos, met vAth prai^ inftijad of 
reproaches, and was •exhorted to perfevere in the 
iame rigorous and impartial execution ofjuftice. 

About this time the hcrcfy of Wicklifie, or Lol^ 
lardifin, as it was called, began to fpread every day 
moriB and more, while i« received ^ new luftre from' 
the prote£lion and preaching of Sir John Oldcafile, 
baroii of' Cobham, who bad been one of the king's 
domeftics, and flood high in his favour* The pri** 
Hiate, however, indided this noUeman^ and wilh 
the affillance of his fuffragans, condemned Mm as 
an iieietic to be burnt alive. *• Gobham howevife'r 
eicaped from the Tower^ the day before that ap^, 
pointed for his execution, privately went ;imong 
bis party, and, Simulating dieit zeal, led them up 
to London^ to take a iignal revenge on his ene- 
mies* But the king, apprjfed of his intentions, or^- 
derel that the city gates fliould he (hut ; andcoming 
by mkht with his guards into St« Giles's fields, feiz- 
: ' cd 
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ed fuch of the confpirators. as app<eare<V ^^ afters 
wards feid hold of feveral parties that were haften- 
iDg to the appointed pkee. Some of thefe were 
executed, but the greater number pardoned. Cob- 
ham himfeif found means of efcaptt^ for that tirne^ 
but he was. taken about four years after; and never 
did the cruelty of man invent, or erimes draw down 
fu^ torments as he was made to endure^ He was " 
hung up with a chain by the 'middle; and thus at' 
a flow fire burned, or rather foafted, alive. 

Henry, taturh the nniids of the people from (uchr 
hideous fcenes, refolved to take the advlmtage bf die 
troubles in which France was at that time engaged i 
aod afjembling a great fleet and armv at Souuuunp- 
ton, landed at Harfieury at the head of an army of 
fix dio«fand men at arms^ and twenty-four thouund/ 
fbote, raoftly arehers. 

But although the' ehemy made but a feeble refift- 
ance^ yet the climate feemed to fight agaiirfk thc- 
EngHm^ ^ contagious Jyfehtery carrying oflF three! 
parts of Henry's army. The Englifh monarch,, 
when it was too late, began to repeitt of his rafh 
inroad into a country where difeafe and a powerfiily 
army everywhere thftateneddeftrtiftion ; he there-r 
fore bfgan to think of retiring into C^laitr- 

Thfe, enemy, however,, refolved to intercept fiiil 
retreat i and after 'he had paiTed tJie fmall river of 
Tertrois at Blangi, he wasfirprifed to dbferve fron> 
the heights, the whole French army dr«^wn up in^ 
the plains of 'Axincourt y ^d fo poffed, that it was^ 
impoifible for him to.proceedoh his march without, 
coming. to an engagement. No* fituation cojild h% • 
•more unfavourable than that in which he foundf him-- 
felf. Hjs army was wafted with difeafe j the fol-^ 
diers fpimts wgrn down with fatigue, deftitute of 
provifipn^j anddifcouraged by their retreat. Tjieir 
whole body amouoted but to nine thoufand men;, 
and tiiefe w^e to fuftain the fhock of an enem^ 

nea» 
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xi^ar ten times theif nuaiber, headed by esqpert ge^ 
ierals, and plentifully fupplied with provifioqs. As 
the enemy was fo much fuperior,*hc drew up bis 
army, on a nari*ow ground between two woods^ 
lYhich guaided each nank ', and he patiently expe£lr 
ed in that podtjon^ the attack of the enemy. The 
conftable of Frar^e was at the. head of one army; 
and Henry himfelf, with Edward duke of York, 
commanded the pth^r. . For a time both armies, as 
if afraid to begin, kept^ filently gazing a]t each other^ 
neither willing to break their ranks by .making the 
onfet> which Henry perceiving, with a cheerful- 
countenance cried out, " My friends, fince . they, 
^ill hot begin, it is ours to fet thera the example j 
come on, arid the Bleffed Trinity be our proteftion." 
Upon this, the who^e army (et forward with a (houtj 
while the French ftill waited their approach with in- 
trepidity. • The EngliQi archers, who had long been* 
famous for their great fkill^ firft let fly a (hower of 
arrows three feet long, which did great execution. 
The French cavalry advancing to repel thefe, two 
hundred bowmen, who lay till then concealed, rifmg 
on a fttddcn, let fly among theii, and produced fuch 
a confufion, that the archers threw by their arrows.^ 
and ruflimg in, fejl upon them fword in hand; Th^^ 
Trench at nrft repulfed the aflliilants, who were.en^ 
fcebled by difeafe ; but tjiey foon made up the de{c&. 
by their valour j and refplying to conquer or die, 
burft in upon the enemy with iuch impetuofity, that 
the French were foon obliged to give way. . 

They were oyerthrown in every- part of the fields 
their numbers being crowded into a very narrow 
fyiccy were incapable of either flying or making any 
fciiftance; fo that they covered the ground with 
heaps of flain. After all appearance of . oppofitioa 
was over, there was heard an^larm firofurbehind, 
which prQceeded from a iiumbe; of peafants, who 
had fallen upon Xhe En^Iifh baggage, ^d wejce put- 
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ting thofe who guar(ted ft to the fword. ' Henry now 
feeing the enemy on all fides of him, began to en- 
tertain apprehsnftons from his prifoners, the number 
of whom exceeded even that of his army. He 
thoiight it neceffary, therefore.to iffue general orders 
for putting them to death ; but on the difcovery of 
the certainty of his vi<ftory, he flopped the daughter, 
and was ftiU able to fiive a great number. This fe- 
verity tarnifhed the glory which his viftory would 
otherwife have acquired; but all the heroifm of that 
age is tinflured with barbarity. . In this battle the 
French loft ten thoufand men and fourteen thoufand 
prifoners ; the Englilh only forty men in all. 

France viras-at that time m a wretched fitu- 
atiohi the whole kingdom appeared as one A. D. 
vaft theatre of crimes, murders, injuftice, 1417. 
and devaftation. The duke of Orleans was 
aflaflinated by the duke of Burgundy ; and the duke 
of. Burgundy, iji his turn, fcll by the treachery of 
the dauphin. 

A ilate of imbecility into which Charles had fal*- 
len, made him. paffive in Qvery tranfadlipn: and 
Henry, at laft, by conqueft and negociation, cayfed 
himfelf to be elecSled heir to the crown. The prin- 
ctpal articles of this treaty were, that Henry jQiould 
efpoufe the princefs Catherine, daughter of the king 
qf France; that kiiig Charles Ihould enjoy the titie 
and dignity ifor life, but that Henry ikouid be de*' 
9J4red 4ieir to the crown, apd ihould be entrufted 
with the prefent admini ft ration of the government j: 
^bat F'l^ince and England ihould for ever be united, 
undergone king, but ihould ftill retain their r»fpec«* 
tive i|tws and. privileges. 

In conTeque^ce^of this, while Ffenry was every 
where victorious, be^ed his refidence at Pa> . 

ris ;, and whije Charles had but a £nall court, A. D« 
he was intended with^ very magnrficentone. 1421. 
On Whitfunday the two kings and their two 
queens with crowns on their heads, dined together in 

public i 
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public; Charles receiving apparent homage, but 
Henry commanding with abfojutc authority, 

Henry at a time when his glory had nearly reacfa;- 
ed its ilimmit, and both crowns were juft devolved 
upon him, was feized with a fiftula ^ a diforder, 
which from the unfkilfiilnefs of the phyficiahs of the 
times, foon became mortal. He expired wit-h the 
fame intrepidity with which he had lived,, in the 
thirty-fourth year of his 9ge, and the tenth of his 
reign. - 

CHAP. XVIII. 
H E N R Y VL 

A. D. X H E duke of Bedford, one of the moft 
1422. accompltibed princes of the age, and equa^ 
ly experienccxi both in the cabinet and tbe 
field, was appointed by parliament proteddr rf 
England, defender of the church, and firft counfcl- 
lor to the king, during his minority, as he was not^ 
yet a year old 5 and as Franc* was' the grealfohje<9t 
that engrofled kit confideration, he attempted to 
exert the efforts of the nation upon the continent 
with all bis vigour. 

A new revonitidn was produced ia that kingxkmt. 
by means apparently the moft ufil&ely to he atte^- 
ed with focceft. 

In the village of Domreni, near Vaucoleurs^ oft 
the borders of Lorraine, there lived a cothitry girl, 
abeiut twenty-feven years of age, called Joan of 
Arc. This girl had been a fervant at a fmall infi ; 
and in that humble ftation had* fubmitted to thofe 
hardy employments which fit the body for the fa- 
tigues of war. She was of an irreproachable life, 
and hii:herto teftifed none of thofe enterpming 
qualities which* difplayed ttemfclves foon after. Her 
mind, however, brooding with melancholy ftedfaft- 
nefs upon the miferable iituation of her country, be^ 

gark 
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gan ta feel ieveral impuffes, ivhich £be was willingj 
to miftake foir the infpiratioDS of heaven. Con- 
vinced of the reality of her own admonitions^ flie 
had recourfe to one Baudricourt, governor of Vau« 
coleursy and informed him of her oeftination by hea^ 
ven, to free her native ctmntry from its fierce in- 
vaders. Baudricourt treated her at firft with fome 
necle^t ; but her hnportunities at length prevailed ; 
ana, willing to make a trial of her pretenfions, he 
gave her (bme attendants, who conduced her to die 
Frendi court, whidi at that time reftded at Chinon. 

The French court were i»bbablv fen£ble of tfa6 
weaknefs of her pretentions; but tney were willing 
Co make uCe of every artifice to fupport their declin- 
ing fortuneii It was therefore given out, tfiat Joan 
veas a6lually infpired ; that &e was able to difcover 
the king amon^ the number of his courtiers, although 
he had laid afide all the diftin<5iions of his authority ; 
^atihe had told him fome fecrets, which were only 
known to himfelf ; and that fhe had demanded and 
minutely defcribed a fwotd in the church of St, Ca- 
therine dp Firebois, which fhe had never iisen. In 
this manner the minds of the vidgar being prepared 
for her appearance, fhe wasarm^ cap*a-pee, mounts 
ed on^a charger, and (hewn in that martial drefs to 
the people. ^ She was then brought before the doc- 
tors of the univerfity; and tbej, tinctured with the 
credulity of die times, or willing to fecond the im- 
pofture, declared that fhe h^d aauaQy if^ceived her 
commifficm from above. 

When the preparations for her mHi6n were com* 
fdetely blazoned, thqir nex^'aim was to fend her 
againft the enemy. The Englifh were at that time 
befiering the city of Orleans, the laft resource of 
Charles, and every thing promifed him a fpeledy; 
furrendi^r. Joan undertook tP raife the fiege ^ and to 
render Serfelf ftilt more remarkable, girded herTeif* 
with the miraculous fword, of wlucb fhe had before 

*fuch 
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fuch extraordinary notices. Thus equipped, flxe 
ordered all the foldiers to confefs themfelves before 
they fet out; flje difplayed in her hand aconfecrat- 
ed banner, and affured the troops of certain fuccefe. 
Such confidence on her fide foon raifed the ff^irits of 
the French army ; and even the Englrih, who prc- 
iended to defpife her efforts, felt themfelves fecretly 
influenced with the terrors of her mifSon, and re- 
laxing in their endeavours, the ficge was raifed with 
great precipitation. 

From being attacked, the French now in turn 
became the aflaibuts^ One vi£lory followed ano- 
ther, and at lengtli the French king was folemnly 
crowned at Rheims, which was what Joan had pro-- 
mifed ihouid come to pafs* 

A tide of fucccfles followed the perfortnftnce of 
this folemnity; but Joan having thrown hcrfejf 
with a body of troops, into the city of Compeign 
,that was then befieged by the duke of ;;Burgundy,. 
fhe was taken prifoner in a (ally which ihje headed 
again ft the enemy, the governor fhuttirg the gates 
behind. 

The duke of Bedford was no foori^^r informed of 
"her being taken> than he piirchafed her of the count 
' Vendome, who had made her his prifoner, and op- . 
dered her to be committed tgt clofe confinement* 
The credulity of both nations was at that time fix 
great that nothing was too abfurd to gain belief that 
coincided with their pafEons. As Joan but a nttle 
before, from her fucceffes, was regarded as a faint^^ 
ihe was nowy upon her captivity,, confide red as a fpr- 
cerefs, forfaken by the'.!aBipon who had -granted bet 
a fallacious and temporary affiftance ^ anjj accord- 
ingly being tried at Rcucn, fbe was found guilty of 
herely and witchcraft^ and- fentenc^d to be .burnt 
alive,, which was executed accordingly with the moii 
ignorant mairgnit;^ 

From thfs period the Englifh affairs became total- 
ly irretrievable, Tftc city of Paris returned once 

more 
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"more to a fenfe of it^ duty. Thus ground was con- 
tinually, though flowly gained by the French. : 
And in the lapfe of a few years Cahiis alone A. IX 
remained of all the con«|«efts<that had been X443« 
made iti France ^ and this was but a fmall 
compeniarton for the blood and treafure which had 
httn laviflied in that country^ and which only ierved 
to gratify ambkion with traniient applaufe/* 
« But the incapacity of Henry began to appear in 
a fuller light : and foreign war being now extin- 
guifhed, the people began to prepare for the hor- 
rors of inteftiiic ftrife. In this period of calami- 
ty, a new ii^tereft was revised, v/hich JjaJ laiit 
dormant in the times of profperity and triumph; 
Richard, duke of York, was defcended^ ; by thfe . 
mother's fide, from Lionel, one of the> fons of 
E<lward the Third, whereas the reigning l^ing was 
defcended from John of Gaunt^ a younger ^n of 
Ae fam/j monarch ;. Richard, therefore,, ftood plain- 
ly in fucceffion before Ifcnry ; and he began td 
«ink the weaknefe and unpopularity of the pre- 
ifcnt reign a favourable moment for ambition. The 
cnfign of Richard was a white rofe, that of Henry 
a ced^ iand this gave name to the two fai^ions, 
Vihofe animoHty jvas now about to drench the 
•kingdom with (laughter. 

Among the number of comfdaints which, the 
Unpopularity of the government gave rife to, there 
yvste fome whi^h even excited inCurredion ; parti-, 
tularly that headed by John Cade, which was of < 
the moft dangerous nature. This man was a na- >. 
6ve off Ireland, who had been obliged ta fly over 
into France for his crimes; but feeing the. people ] 
vpon his return . prepared for violent ineafures, he 
aflamed the name of Mortimer ; and at the head of 
twenty thoufand Kentifh men advanced towards the 
capital, and encamped at Blackhei^th. The king 
being informed of this commotion, fent a meffiige 

to 
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to demand the caufe. of their aflerobUng in ann#$ 
and Cade, in the name of the comnranLty). anfwered^ 
that their oolvaim was to paniih evil minifters,ani 
procure a redre6 of grievances for the people, fiot 
committing fome abufes, and engaging \rith die 
citizens, he was abandoned by tnoft of his followers;^, 
and, retreating to Rochefter^ was obliged to iy 
alone, into the wolds of Kent, where • price beitq; 
fet upon his head.by proelamationy.hewas difbaver-' 
ed and ilain. 

In the mean tinre the duice of York fecretly fo-' 
mented thefe diftiirbaxices> and^pretemiing to efponfe 
the caufe of the people, Aill fecretly afpired ar the 
crown, but though he wi&ed nothing fo ardently^ 
]ret he was fer (omc time prevented by his own (cru* 
pkft from fet^ing it» What his intrigues faikd to 
bring about, acadesrt produced to bis deiire. The 
king failing into a difiemoer, which fo far increafed 
bb natural imbecility, &n it even rendered 4iiai in* 
capable of maintaining, thie appearance of royalty^ 
York was appointed lieutenant and proie6br of tb«r 
kingdom, with powers to hold and open parHfl^cfhtt 
at pleafure. ' ^ 

Being thus, invefted with a plenitude of 
A, D. power, he continued in the enjoyment df it 
1454. for fome time;, but at length the unhappy 
king recovering from bis lethargic complsun^ 
and, as if awaking from a dreauk, perceived witli 
furprife, that he was ftppped of all authority^ 
Henry was married to Margaret of Anjou, a wo« 
man of amafculine under fhuiding, who obliged him 
tp take the field, and in a maimer dragged him to 
it, wj^ere both &dcs casste to an engagement^ in 
whi<2h the Yorkifts guined a eomplete vrftory. 
The king hi^felf l:>«ing wounded, and tiding ihet* 
t^ in a cottage, near the field of battle, was taken 

i)rifoner3 and treated by ^ vi&or with great re* 
pe£l and tendenief$> 

Henrv 
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H^nry was a&m but a prifoner treated with the 
fpkfidid forms of royalty; yet indolent and fickly, 
he feemed pleded with bis htuati^ and did not £e- 
grat that power which was not to be exercifed with-* 
out fatigue. B«t-l(4argaret oiKe more induced bim 
toiiffisQt Ms prerogative; The contending 
pvties met at Bloreheath, on the borders Sept. 239 
^ Staffbrdftiire, and the Yorkifts gained 1459* 
fome advantages » but Sir Andrew Troik>p> 
wko cooftmanded a body of v«t^ans for the duke of 
York, deferted with all his men to the king ; and 
&i8>fo kitiriBdafied ibe. whole army- of the Yorkifts^ 
that they feparaied the next day without ftriking a 
fingier blow* Several other engagements followed 
wim various fiiccefs. Margaret being at one time 
yi£loripus, at airother aa exited the vidory upon 
Waio^Mid^Gceen, in .which the duke of York was 
flain,. i^enved to fix hef |ood fortfinek 
: But. the earl of Warwick, who new put hinUelf at 
the headxrf the Yorkifts^ was one of the moft cele^ 
brated generals of bis a^, formed for times of trou- 
bk, esetremely arrial and inc^nteftably brave, equally 
0cilfol in council and the Add, and in^ired with a de- 
gree of hatred ^gah)ft the queen that nothing could 
fupimfs. He commanded an armv, in which he le<| 
at^iiil^^e captive king to give a Un<SHon to his at<- 
tempts. Upon the approach of the Lancaftrians he 
coRdii£kdhis forces, ftrengthened by a body of Lon- 
doners, who were very a^&ionate to his caufe, and 
he §Bive baftde to the queen at St. Alban's. In this 
however he was defeated- Abt>ut tWo thoufand of 
thfe Yorkifts periihed in the battle, and iht perfon of 
the. king again feil^into the hands of his own party^t* 
tp be treat^ with apparent refped^ but real contempt* 
In the mean time, youn^ £d¥mrd, the eldeft fon 
of the late duke of York, began to repair the kfles 
his psixty had lately fuftained, and to give fpirit to 
Ihe Yorkifts. This prince, in tiie bloom of youths 

remarkable 
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remarkable for the beauty of his pqrfon, his^^bramy, 
and popular deportment, advanced towards Londorf 
^widvtfae remainder of Warwick's army, andbblig- 
ing Margaret to retire,^ entered the city ainidft the 
acclannations of the people. Perceivtngliisdwit 
^. D. popularityyhe fuppofed that, now was tlw time 
J461W to lay his claim to the croiyiij and his MtWd 
Warwick, sfflembling the citizens in Saint 
jfohn*s Fields, pronounced anharsubgue, fettlng-fbtflr 
the titl^ of Edwardy and inveij^hing againft the tt^ 
fanny and ufurpatiot^of thehoufe of Lancafter, 'B<^ 
fides at lengdi met- near T^w&n, in the county 'of 
York, to decide the fate of empire and* never was . 
England depopulated by fo terrible an engagerment. 
It was a dreadful fight to behold a hundred '^thoufand 
men of the fame country engaged againft each odier; 
and all to fatisfy die empty ambition of the weakeft^ - 
or the worft o^-qftankind. WhHe the army^ of Ed- 
ward was advancing to the charge, there happened 
a great fall of fnow; which driving full in Ae faces 
or the enemy^ blinded' them, and this advantage^ 
leconded by an impetuous onfet, decided the vitSorjr 
in their favour, . Edward iffued orders to give no 
quarters; and a bloody flaUghter enfued, in which 
near forty thoufand ot the Lancaftrians werellaim 

The weak unfortunate Henry,^ always imfirud&iit 
andalways unfuocefsful, was taken priioner, c^iTied 
to London with ignominy, and cpnfined is the 
Tower.. Margaret wa^ rather more fortunate; fee 
contrived to efcape out of the kingdom, and todk. 
refuge, with her father in Fiand^s* 

JEdward being now,-by means of theeari of War- 
wickj fi)ired upon the throne, reig^ied in peace and 
fecuthy, while hia*l«de waa recognised byt 
A. D, parliament, and univerfally. fubmitted to by 
;464«.. the people. He began, therefore, to give a 
boTe to his favourite pafiions ; and a fpirie of 
gallantry, mixed with cruelty, we*e feen to prevail iii 

his. 
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his court. In.the very fame- palace, which one day- 
exhibited a fpe£facle of iorror, was to be feen the 
day following a mdk or a pageant ; and the king 
."would at ooce gallant a miftrefs, and infpefk an ex- 
ecutiem* In order to turn him from thefe purfuits, 
'whJGh were calculated to render him unpopular, the 
<«acl of Warwick advifed him to marry ; and with 
..his coHfenty went oyer to France to procure Bona of 
Savoy as queen, and the match lyas accordingly coof 
^eluded. JBut whilft the earl was baftening the nego- 
• tiation in* France, the king himfelf rendered itabor^ 
.;tive 9t b^me, by marryiug JEllzabedi Woodville, 
with whom he had fallen in love, and whom he had 
/Kainly endeavoured to debauch. Having thus givea 
Warwick real caufe of offence, he was refolved $p 
.wideu,the i>reach, by driving him from the council. 
. W-arwick, whofe prudence was equal to hi« bravery, 
foon mad^ lufe of both to affift his revenge^ and 
formed ftich a combination againft Edward, that he 
was, in turn, obliged to fly the kingdom. 
, Thus, once more the poor paffive king Heniy 
•was rdeafed from-prifon to be placed upon a danger- 
ous throne. A parliament was called, which con- 
firmed Henry's title with great folempity ; and War- 
wick was himfelf received among the people under 
the title of the King-maker. 

But Edward's party, though repreffed, was notde- 
ftroyed. Though an exile in Holland, he had ms^- 
ny par tizan sat home; and after an abfence of nine 
months, being feconded.by a finall body of force?, 
.granted him by the duke of Burgundy, he made a 
djfccnt atRavenfpur in YorkCbire. Though, at firft, 
he was coolly received, by the Englifli, yet his army 
Jncreaftd upon his march, while his moderation and 
- feigned h.umility ft 111 added to the number of his par- 
tizans. London, at that time, ever ready to admit 
^e moft powerful^ opened her gates to him ; "and the 

wretched 
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wretched Henry wa$ once more plucked from tm . 
throne, to be fent back to his former manfion. 

" Nothingiiow, therefore, Femaiaed to Warwick^ 
but to cut fliort a ftate of anxious fuipence by hazard* 
ing a battle. Edward's fortune prevailed. Tbeymet 
at St. Alban's, and the Lancaftrians w^re defeated^ 
while Warwick himfelf, leading a cKofen body of 
troops into the thickeft of the flangJiter^ fidU in the 
midft of his enemies, covered widi wounds* 

.Margaret, receiving the fatal news of the.ikath of 
the brave Warwick^ and the total deftni(%oa c^ her 
party, gave way to her grief, for the firft time,^ a 
torrent of tears } and yielding to her unhappy fate, 

•took fan£biary in the abby of Beaolieti, in Hamp- 
fliire. 

She had not been long in this melancholy abode 
before fhe found fome few friends ftilt willing to al^ 
iift her fallen fortunes. Tudor, carl of Pembroke, . 
Courtney, earl of Devonfliire, the lords Wenlock 
and St. John, with other men of rank, exhorted her 
ftiU to hope for fucceft, and offered to afEft her to 
the lafl. She had now fought battles in alaioft every 
province in England j Tewkefbury-park Was the 
laft fcenc that terminated her attempts. The duke 
of Somerfet headed her army; a man who had feared 
lier dangers, and had ever been fteady in her caufe. 
He was v^iant, generous, and polite ; but rafli and 
headftrong. When Edward firft attacked him in his 
intrenchments, he repulfed him with fuch vigour, 
that the enemy retired with precipitation; upon 
which the duke, fuj^oikig them routed, puffued, 
and ordered lord Wenlock to fuppbrt his charge. But 
unfortunately this lord difobeyed his orders j and So- 
merfet'^ forces were foon overpowered by. numbers. 
In this dreadful exigence^ the duke, finding that all 
was over, became ungovernable in hi$ rage, atid be- 
holding Wedlock inaftive, and /em»ning in the 

very 
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very place where he had firft drawn up his'me% gi v- 
ttig way to his fury, with hi» heavy battle-axe in 
i>oth hands, he ran upon the coward^ and with one 
blow daCbed out his brains. 

Thequeeaand the prince were taken prifoners af. 
ter iKe battle, and brought into the prefence of £d- , 
ward. Thfe young prince appeared before the con- 
queror with undaunted majefty ; and being aflced in 
an tofulting ^manner, how he dared to invade £nff« 
!arid Mfithbut leave, the young prince, more mind- 
ful of his high birth than of his mined fortune, replied^ 
^ r have entered the dominions of my father, to re^ 
.venge his injuries^ and redlreft biy own." The bar- , 
barpus Edward, enraged at his intrepidity flrock 
him cm the mouth with his gauntlet : and this ferved 
as a fignal for farther brutality : The dukes of Glou- 
cester, Clarence, and odieis, like wild beafts, ruih- 
ihg on the unarmed yoaith at once, ftabbed him to 
the heart with their daggers. To complete the tra- 
gedy, Henry himfelf, who had long been the paffive 
fycaztoT of all thefe horrors, was now thought unfit 
to live. The duke of Gfloucefter, afterwards Rich- 
aa-d the Third, entering his chamber alone, mur- 
dered him in cold Mood. Of all thofe that were 
taken, hone were fuffered to furvive but Margaret 
herfelf: It was perhaps expefted that fhe woi;ild 
be ranfomcd by the king of France; and in this they 
were not deceived, as that monarch paid the king of 
England fifty thoufand crowns for her freedom. 
I^his extraordinary woman, after having fuftained ' 
thecaufe of her hufband in twelve battles, after hav- 
ing furvived her friends, fortune, and children, died 
a few years after in privacy in France, very mifer- 
able indeed ; but with few other claims to our pity, 
except her courage and her diftrefles. 
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CHAP. XIX. 
EDWARD IV. . 

JCiDW ARD being now freed from great enemies, 
tarned the puniihinent to thofe of Uk note -, fb 
that the gibbets were hung with his adverfaries, and 
their eftatesconfifcatedxphis ufe. 

While he was thus rendering him&If terrible oa 
the one hand, he was imtYxerfed io abandoned piea* 
fures on the other. Natui e it kerns wi^ not unfa«- 
vourable unto hjm in that refpcA; a9 heivas miiver- 
fally allowed to be the mod b^utiful man in his time. 
His.courtiers alfo feemed willing to encourage ifaofe 
debaucheries in which they had a {hare ^ and the 
clergy, as they themfelves pradifed every kind of 
lewdnds with impuriity, were ever ready to lend ab- " 
folutions to all his failings. The truth is, notorious 
vices had been of late fo common, that adultery was 
held as a very flight ojFcnce, Among the number of 
his miftreffes was the wife of one Shore, a merchant 
in the city, a woman of exquifite beauty and good 
fenfe, but who had not virtue enough to relift the 
temptation of a beautiful man, and' a monarch. 

Among his other cruelties, that to his brother the 
duke of Clarence is the molt remarkable. The kirtg 
hunting one day in the park of Thomas Burdet, a 
creature of the duke'K, killed. a white buck, which 
was a great favourite of the owner. Burdet vexed 
at the lofs, broke into a paffion, ahd wifliedthe horns . 
of the deer in the belly of the perfon who advifcd the 
king to that infult. For this trifling exclamation 
Burdet was tried for his life, and publicly executed at 
Tyburn.. The duke of Clarence, upon the death of 
his friend, vented his grief in renewed reproaches 

againft 
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4^a»Aft bis bro&er, and, exclaimed againfl the ini« 
quity of theTentence. The king highly ofF«nded 
with this liberty, or ufing tliat as a pretext againft 
him, had him arraigned before the boufe of peers; 
and. /appeared in perfon as his accufer. In thofe 
tiixies of confudcn, every crime alledged by the pre- 
.vaiirng party was fatal i the duke was found guilty ; 
and being granted a choice of the a)anner in which 

- he wonid die, he waS privately drowned in a butt 
of mdmfey in the Tower; a whimfical choice, and 
implying that he had an extraordinary paffion for 
that liquor. 

Howeii^er^ if this monarch's reign was tyrannical, 
it was but Abort ; whilst, he was employed in making 
preparations for a war with France, he was feized 
with a diftemper, of which he expired in the forty- 
fecond year of his age, and (counting from the death 

^ oT the late king) in the twenty-third of his' reign. 

CHAP. XX. 

EDWARD V. 

X HE duke of Gloucefl^r, who had been made 
protector of the realm, upon a pretence of guarding 
the perfons.of the late king's children from danger, 
conveyed them both to the Tower- 

•Having thus fecured them, his next ftep was to 
fpread a report of their illegitimacy j and by pre- 
tended obftacles, to put off the day appointed for 
young Edward's coronation. His next aim was to 
difpatch lord Haftings, whom he knew to be warm- 
ly in the youpg king's intereft. 

Having fumqioned lord Haftings to a council ia 

-the Tovyer, he entered the room knitting his brows, 

biting his lips, and fhevving, by a frequent change of 

countenance, the figns of ibme inward perturbatioju 

G A fiience 
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/ JV (Ilence enfued for fotne time ; and the lords of tbe 

council looked upon each other, not without reafon^ 
cxpe6ling fome horrid cataftrOphe. Laying bare his 
arm all {hrivelled and decayed, he aecufed Jane Shore 
. and her aceompliccs of having produced this defor^ 
mi ty by their forceries ; upon which" H^ings cried, 
'** If they have committed fuch a crime, they deferve 
•puniflmQent.*' "If! (cried the ppt>tei5bor, with a loud 
voice,) doft thou anfwer me with ifs ? I tell thee that 
they have confpired my death.; and that thou, trai^ 
tor, art an accomplice in the crime/* He then ftruck 
the table twice with his hand, and thcTOom wasin- 
ftantly filled with armed men. •**! arreft thee, (con- 
tinues he, turning to Haftings,) for high tr^fonj*' 
.and at the fame time gave him in charge Jto the fo!- 
diers. Haftirrgs was obliged to make a (bort con- 
./effion to the next prieft that was at hand; the pro* 
te&OT crying but, by St. Paul, that he would not 
dine till he hadfeen his head taken off. He was ac- 
cordingly hurried out to^the Little Green before tlie 
Tower-chapel, and there i)eheaded on a-log of wood, 
that accidentally lay in the w^y, 

Jane Shore, the late king's miftreft, was the next 
who ^It his indignation, Tliis unfortunate woman 
was an enemy too humble to excite his jealoufy ; yet 
as he had accufed her of witchcraft, of which all the 
fworld iaw (he was innocent, he thought proper^to 
?make her an example, for thofe faults of which file 

' was really :guilty. Jane Shore had been formerly 

^deluded from her huftand, who was a goldfmith in 
.Lombard-ftreet, and continued to live with Edward,- 
' the moft guihlefs miftrefs in his abandoned court. 
it was very probable, that the people were not.dif- 
' pleafed at feeing one again reduced to former mean- 
jiefs, who had for a while been raifed above them, 
and enjoyed the fmiies of a ccmrt. The charge 
-agaihft her was too notorious to be denied; fhe 
'pleaded guHty, and was accordingly <:ondemned to 

walk 
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walk bai««^foot tkrough the city, and to io penance 
Atk St. Paul's church in a whit^e (heet, witti a wax«- 
taper in her hami) before thoufands of fpe6latori5. 
She liv^d above forty years after this fentence, and 
w«s reduced' to the moft extreme indigertce. 

The protojftor now began to throw off the mafk, 
«ind to derty bis pretended regard for the fons of the 
late king, thinking it high time to afpirc at the 
throne more openly. He had previotifly gained over 
the duke of "Buckingham,- a man of talents and 
power, by bribes ^nd promifes of future favour* 
This nobleman, therefore, ufed all hi« arts to cajole 
die populace and citizens at St. PaaJ's crofs, and 
conftruine their filenoe into confent, his followers 
cried, ♦* Long live King Richard!" Soon after the 
mayor and aldermen, waiting upoji Richard with an 
offer bf the cfown, he accepted of it with feeming 

; C H A p. XXL 
• R I C H4^ R D III. 

V/ NE cripie ever draws on another; juf- 
tic^ will revolt againft fraud, and ufucpation A. D. 
r^quij'es fecurity. As foon, therefore, as 1483. 
Ricbard w^s^fc^^ed ^on the throne, he feat ' 
the governor erf' the Tower prders to put the two 
yoiung princjes to death; but this brave man, vrhoC^ 
n^me was Brackenbijry, refufcd t6 be made ^e in- 
flyugieAt of a tyrant's will; and fubmiffively ^^afwer^ 
ed, that be knew not how Jo embrue his haqds in 
iopioceiit blood, A fit iuftrwin^nt, Ijowejver, was 
not long wanting ; Sir James Tyrrel readily under^ 
took the office,. ai>d Brackenbury was ordered. to rc- 
fign to him the keys f^ one night. Tyrrel chufing 
fyr^ T^PQ'm^Sy SlaitefrDeighton, andToreft, came 
G 2 ' in" 
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« in the night-time to the door of di6 cfaamter wbeee 
the princes were lodged, and fending in theaSffins, 
he bid them , execute their conuniflion, while he b^oh- 
felf ftaid without. They found the young .princes 
in bed) and fallen into a found fleep : after*fii8bcat- 
hig them with the bolfter and pillows, thejr fbewed 
^their naked bodies to Tj^rel, who orderea them to 
. be buried at the ftair-foot,<deep»in the ground, under 
a heap of ftones. 

But while he thus endeavoured to icftablifli his 
•power, he found it threatened on a quarter where be 
le^ expeded.an attack. The duke of Bucking- 
ham, who had been inftrumental in placing him on 
the throng now todc difguft at being refufed fome 
^coniifcated lands for which he foHcited. He there- 
fore levied a body of men in Wales, and advanced 
by hafty marches towards . Gloucefter, whtre he 
defigned to crofe the Severn. Juft at that time the 
river was fwoln to fuch a degree, that the country 
on both fides w^s deluged, and even the tops of 
Tome hilb were covered wimivater. This inunda- 
tion continued for ten days ; during which Buck- 
ingham's army, compofe^,^ f WelQimcn, could nei- 
jther pafs the river, nor find fubfiftence on their own 
iidej they were, therefore, obliged to difperfe and 
j-eturn home, notwithftanding all the dike's e^rts * 
ito prolong their ftay. In this heiplefs fituatton tll6 
duke, ;3fter /a ihort ddiberation, took refuge at fhe 
houfe of one Baniller, who had been his4brvant4 and 
who had received repeated obligatidns from his fa- 
inily,i but ,the wicked feldom ford, as they feldom 
exert^ fiiendfhip. Banifter, unable to ceiift the - 
temptation of a large reward that was fet upon tile 
- jduke's head, went 4^^nd betrayed him to the Ibferiff of 
" £hrop{bire.; who, furrounding the houfe with iirm^ 
men, feized^fae duke in the habk of a pea^at^ and 
conduced him to Salifoury; where he was inftantly 
tried^ condemned, and executed, according to thie 
fummary method pradifed in thofe ages. . 

Amidft 
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able occurretLce^ le re:: ^ "-*--.. niHTi:^ 
earl of Richa-ccc -xtts roiLji^r^ in-jz 
in Y,n^lin<L anii siTen nis :--n :^- 
Richai^ wfeo- knew nt>c ji ^riii i^ ;^— 
expeci the invader, ii^ rLf=3 xi ^ ; 

Ml the centre cc die kirr*rauH. . ^u. x, 

miiEoriS to *krrsr^^ z^ 21s ci^isaar* — 

So*T>e tiOTrt sf^^, IfT'V'r^se^ ^nt^S^TT - 

who w.:25 a !i?£;i:r:Ti:.2nc ::nL^^ t^ii} jt -_- 
female ifn^, re: :• e:i s i:^:c^ x- *:^__^ 
had been >rr 2 -ir-?i.-:»^s ge "fie: s--:::^- 

tho'-ifan*! zjeri'irs^ -ir-i is.:* 

rived at J^Ii.f jrrp-j£2^^r!» ^a. — ^c^ ^ 

without cfp»jiiic j^ 

virt jes, icttLr>tLT rc-^-^ei 33 jaer^ ^ ^ 
'decide their ai-:^t:i:a ^r^ssniisufi^ ^'* - 
mond, on t^e ciser isoci;:. 3*^i/7t pt-^ 
Thomas Bgotcjct- iTc "^ 
others, to the sataer c/ i£^i>it i:i ^ 
advanced w;C5 ae iiin**; rr^Trrtr^ _ 
(fays bom arss^ irz^^ seasr ^iiiar.*^ 
the contefl cisr 2^ jirir :73 
iiJied tiie kiii^^Cf^ ir^zz r>^ 
luged its p/axas w-.s ncj^^z^ 
death of Rk±2rd, w:^:. «r5s -t--^ ^ 
Richmoodw^ fc.«^^ ^jag^ ■:^ :2e 
the ScFeodL- ^ 
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CHAP. XXII. 
HENRY VII. 

A. D. Henry's *rit care upon comity m the 
1485. thiDnc waft to marry the primrefe EUzafeeds 
daughter of Edward the Fourth; and thus 
he blended the interefts of the houfcs of York and 
Lancafter, fo that ever after they were incapable of 
dinftin^^ion. 

A great part of the miferies of his predeccflbrs 
proceeded from their poverty, which was moftjy oc- 
cafioned by riot and diffipation. Henry faw that 
money alone could turn the fcaie of power in his 
fevour ; and therefore hoarded ap all the confifca^ 
tions of his enemies with the utmoft frugality. 

Immediately after his marriage with £lis^betli| 
he iflued a general pardon to all Rich m chofe to ac- 
cept*iti but people were beoome fo turbulent and ' 
&£tious by a lon^ courfe of civrl waf^ that no py^ 
vemor could rule them, nor any king pleafe; fe 
that one rebellion feemed extingutfti^ only to gii% 
rife to another. 

There Kved in Orford one Richard Simon, t 
prieft, who poffeffing fome fubtlety, and more ralh- 
nefs, trained up I/ambett Simnel, a baker's fon, to 
counterfeit the? perfon of the earl of Warwick, the 
(on of the duke of Clarence, who was feiothered in 
a butt of malmfey. But as die impoftor was* not 
calculated to bear a clofe tnfpe<£^ion, it was thought 
proper to fhew him firtt at a diftance ; and Ireland 
was judged the fitteft theatre for him to fupport bis 
aiTumed charader. 

In this manner king Simnel, being joined by lord 
Lovel, and one or two lords more of the difcontented 
party, refolved to pafs ovet into England; and ac- 
cordingly 
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cordingiy landed in Lancaibire, from whence he 
tonarched-to York,..expe£ting the country would riftr 
suid join htm as he. marched along. But in this be 
"Wzs deceivsd; the peo{^ averfe to join a hpdy of' 
Germsn ,and Iriflivtroops, by whom he was fupport^ 
«d>.and kept in awe by the king's reputation, r6- 
HiaiAcd in tranquility) or gave alTtheir^^ftance to 
the royal caufe. The earl of Lincoln, therefore, a 
difaflFe£ked lord, to whonv die command of the rebel 
army was ^iven, fisudi^ng^ no hq^es but in ^edy vie- 
toryj was determined to bring the conteft to a ibort 
iiTue. The oppofite armies met at Stoke> in tb« 
county of Nouingham, and fought a battle, which 
^ was more bioodys and more obftinately difputed, 
thftn.ooiiild have been expeiS^ed from. the inequality 
i^f their fcH-ces* But viYS:ory at length declared in ' 
ikvouf of the k>ng, and it proved decifive. Lord 
Lincoln periihed in the field' of battle; lord Lovel 
was never mox» heard of^and it is fuppofed he fharcd • 
tbb (kcBte fat«v. Simnel,. with his tutor Simon, were 
taken prifonessj and four thou&nd of^tbe commoit 
men feU in battl^^^ Stfnon^. being a prieft, could. 
not be tried liy ^e civU'pDWcr^.and was^only com- - 
jpiittei3^ cloCe Confinements. Simnel waa too con- - 
temptjble to exciie the king's flsarsor refentment; he - 
was pardoned,. and made a fcuUion/in the king's* 
kkchen,^ whence he was a&erwards advanced to the 
rank of falco&er, jn whidi mean employment he^ ' 
ibed. 

A frefh vinfunrtiElion begaxiin Yorkfliire ; the peo- 
ple refifting the conimiffioners who were appointed 
to levy the taxes, the earl of Northumberland at- 
tempted to enforce the king^s commands. > but the 
.populace, being by this taught to ^ believe that he - 
was the adviier of. their oppreffions, flew to anns» ' 
attacked his houfe, and put*him to death. The mu- 
tineers did not ftop Aere i but, by the advice of one 
John. Ach^b^r»,a fedttiouA fellow of. mean bartb> 
G+, -. they* 
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they chofe Sir John Egrcmont for their leader, anJ 
prejwred themfelves for a vigorous refinance. The 
king, upon hearing this rafli proceeding, immedi- 
ately levied a force which he put under the carl of 
Surry; and this noblemaa encountering the rebels, 
diflipated the tumult, and took their leader, Acham- 
ber, prifoner. Achamber was fhortly after execut*- 
ed ; but Sir John Egremont fled to the court of the 
duchefs of Burgundy, the ufual retreat of all who 
were obnoxious to government in England. 

One would hare imagined, that from the 
A. D. ili fuccefe of Simnel's im'pofture, fewjwould 
X492. be willing to embark in another of a (imilar 
kind; however, the ©Id duchefs of Burgun- 
dy, rather irritated than difcotfraged by the &ilure 
of her paft cnterprixes, was determined to difturb 
that government, which flie could not fubvert.. 
She iirft procured a report to be fpread,, that the 
young doke of York, faid to have been murdered in 
ihe Tower, was ftiH living ; and fitfi'mg the ru- 
mour greedily received, fite^oon produced a young 
man who aifumed his name and chara^er* The 
pej fon pitched upon' to fuftaiii this part was one 
Ofbeck, or Warbeck, the fon of a converted Jew, 
who had been over in Engiand during Ae reign of 
Edward IV. where he had this fon named Peter, but 
corrupted, after the Fleniiih manner, into Peterkin, 
or Perk in. The duchefe of Burgundy found this 
youtfi entirely fuited to her purpoies ; and her lef* 
fons, inftru&ing him to perfonate the duke of York, 
were eafily learned and ttrongly retained by a youth 
of very quick appreheniion. In ihort, his graceful 
air, his courtly addrefs, his eafy manners, and ele- 
gant converfation, were capable of impofmg upon 
ail but fuch as were confdous of the impofture. 

The Englilh, ever ready to revolt, gave credit to 
all thefe abfurdities; while the young man's pru^ 
dence, converfation, and deportment, ferv;ed to coq- 

firm 
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firm what their difaffe^^ion and credalky had 
begun. 

- Among thofe who fecretly abetted the caufe of 
Pcrkin, were lord Fitzwaker, Sir Simon^ Mount- 
fordy Sir Thomas Thwaits, and Sir Robert Clifford. 
But dieperfon of the gr^ateft weight, and the 010ft 
idangeroas oppoikioH) was Sir WiUiam Stanley, the 
lord diamberlain^ and brother to the famous lord 
Stanly, who had contributed to place Henry on the 
throne. This pcrfonage,. either moved by a blind 
preduYity, or more probabl^by^areftlefs ambitiont ^ 
jentered into a^ regt^ coofpiracy againft the king ; * 
and a corpefoondence was fettled between theoude*- 
contents in England and thofe in Flanders. . 
. While the plot was thua carrying on in all^^piarJ^ 
tars, Henry was not»inatteiitive to Sie defigns of hii - 
eiiemies. He fpared neither labour or expence to 
dtteSt the falfdtK>9diof the pretender to his crown ; . 
and was«€pi^ly affiduou^ ih finding out who were 
his fc^cret abettors. For this purpofe fie difperied 
bis fpies through all Flanders, and brought over, by ~ 
brge-bitibes, fome o£ thofe whom he knew to be in 
the enemy's interefts. Among diefe Sir Robert 
Clifford was the moft remarkabte, both for his con* 
feq.uencc,.-and the confidence with which he was 
trufted. From this perfon^ Henry learnt the whole 
©f Perkin's birth and ^v«nturesj . together with the 
names: of. .all thofe who* had fecretly ^combined to 
affift him.. The king was pleafed ivkh the difco- 
veryi but the- more truft he gave to his fpies, the • 
higher refentmcnt did he feign agaiiift themv • 

At firft he was ftnick with indignation at the in- 
gratitude of maayof thofe about him ; bat conceal*- 
hng his rcfentnicnt for a proper opport^inity,- he, al- 
moft at the fame inftant,arr«fted Fitzwalter,Mount- 
. ford, and Thwaits, together wi^ William Danbfery^ 
Rotwert Ratcliffe, .Thomas Greffenor, and Thohias 
Aft wood. All thefe were arraigned, convi<^ed, and> 
G 5 , condemned i 



130 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

cotidemned for high treafon* Moandbrdy RatcliiFe, ^ 
and Danbcry were immediately executed ; the teii 
rec^Ved a p^^don. 

The. young adventinvr finding bia hop^s fruftrated 
in England, went next to try his fortime in Scotland^ 
In that country his luck ieemed greater than in 
England. James the Fourth, die king of Aat cwn-- 
try, received him with great cordiality; he was fe^^- 
dticed to believe the Rory of his Urth and adven*^ 
lures I and he carried his coniidence to far, aa to 
give him in marriage lady Catherine > G<»don, 
daughter of the earl of Huntley^ and a near kit\C* 
man of his own ; a young lady eminent for her vir-»' 
tue as well as beauty, mit not content with thefe 
inftances of favour, he was refelved to attempt fet- 
ting him on the throne of England. It was natn-> 
rally expeftcd, that upon Pcrkin*s firft appearance 
in that kingdom, all the friends of the hoilft of 
York would rife in his favour. Upon.Aisj^ound» 
therefore, the king of Scotland entered Ehglalid 
. with a numerous army, and proclaimed the young 
adventurer wherever he went. But Perkin^s pre- 
tentions, attended by repeated difi^ipointments. Were 
now become ftale even in the eyes of the populace; 
(o tha^, contrary to expedatioo, none were fouad 
'X<k fecond his pretenfions. 

In this manner the reftlefi Perkin being 
A* D. dtfmified Scotland, and meeting with' a very 
1497. cold reception from the Flemtn^s^ who now 
deitred to be at peace with ^e £ng]i(h, re- 
folved JO contintie his fcheme of c^ipofition$ ainl 
took refuge among the wilds and jEiftnefles of Ire- 
land. Impatient of an inaAive life, he held a con-* 
fultation -with his folbwers, Heme, Skelton, and 
iUiley, ihree broken tradefmen; and by their ad- 
vice he refdved to try the afFe£Hons of the Corniflt . 
tneQ» and he no fooner made his appearance among 
4^ at Bodmin in CornwoB than die popubce^ to 

the 
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die nuTnber of three thoufand, locked to his ihindard, 
Elatttl widi this appearance of fuccefs, he took ca- 
him, for thj^firft' time, the title of Richard the 
Fouftiij.Kingof England rand* not to fuffer the 
fpirits of his adherents to languifh, he led them to 
the gates of Exeter. Findjng.the inhabitants obfti-* 
iiate in refafing to admit him, and being unprovid-^ 
ed with artillery to ^rce an entrance, he broke lap 
thefiege of Exeter, and retired to Taunton. • His 
f6}lowers by ^thts time amounted to feven thoufan^ 
men, and appeared ready to defend his caufe : but 
hi$ heart failed him, upon being informed that the 
king was coming dowri to oppofe him ; and inftead 
of bringing his men into the field, Jie privately de- 
ferted them, and took fanduary in the monaftery 
of- Beaulieu, in the New Foreft. His wretched = 
adherents, left to the king's mercy, found him ftiH* 
willing to pardon, and except a few ofthering<-leader^ , 
jfione were treated with capital fe verity* At th^ 
fame time Ibmeperfdns. were employed to treat with.- 
Perfcifl,^ and to perfuade him, nnder promife of %■ 
pardon,. to deliver himfelf up to juftice, and to con-*^ 
fefs and explain- all the circumflences of his impoC^* 
hire* His affairs being altogether defperate, he 
embraced th& king's oners without hefitation, and 
quittecf'the fenfluary. Henry being defirous of 
feeing him^he was brought t6 court, and conduced 
-Arough the ftreets of London^ ih a kind of thbclt. 
triumph, .amidft the derifion and infults cf the po*- 
pulace, .which .he bore witii the moft dignified Te»~ 
fignation. He was theh compelled to lien^a con^ 
feffion of his former life and condu<S)^.wnid) ,wd9 
printed and difperfed throughout the nation : but k ' 
was fo de&i£tive and contradiftory,^ .that tnftead of' 
4bfp}atniBg the 'prfetended impoftwe, it left it ftffll- 
^ore doubtful than before ; and this youth?s real 
ffetenfions are to ihiji vcfy dny an ^'jt€t^^ifpvUt 
i|i|K)n£€)iek^e4 ,. 

Afte 



132 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

After attempting once or twice to. efcape from 
cuftody, he was hanged at Tyburn,, and fcveral of 
his adherents fuiFered the fame ignominoue death. 
. There had been hitherto nothing in this reign but 
plots, treafons, infurredtipns, impoftures^ and exe- 
cutions; and it is probable that Henry's (everity 
proceeded from the continual alarms in which they 
^eld him. It is certain^ that no prince ever Jovei 
peace more than he ; and muc^ of the ill-will of 
his fubjcds arofe from his attempts to reprcfe their 
inclinations for war. The ufual preface to all his 
treaties was, " That when Chrift came into the 
world peace was fung, and when he went out of the 
world peace was bequeathed*" 

He had all alpng two points in view; one to de« 
prefs the nobility and clergy, and the other to exalt 
and human^^ the populaces Widi this view he 
procured an afl:, by which the nobility were grant- 
ed a power of difpofing of their eftates ; a law in«* 
finitely pleating to the commons, and not difagree- 
lable evien to the nobles^ iince they had thus an im- 
mediate refource for fupplying their tafte for prodi- 
gality, and aniwering the demands of their credi- 
tors. The blow reached them in their pofterity 
alone; b^t they were too ignorant to be affefted by 
fuch diilant di^refles. 

He was not lefs remifs in abridging the pope*s 
power, while at the fame time he profeffed the 
^tmoftifubmiffion to his commands, and the greateft 
Tcfpe£l for the clergy. But while he thus employed 
-his power in lowering the influence of the nobles 
and clergy, he was ufing every art to e^ftend the 
privileges of the people* In fe<ft, his greateft. efforts 
\irer.e direfted to promote trade and commerce, be- 
. ^aufe this naturally introduced a fpirit of liberty, 
and difengaged them from all depeAd^nce, except 
upon the laws and theJcing, Before this great a^a, 
all our towns -owed their x>riginal to fomte ftrong 

caftle 
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caftle in the neighbourhood, where fome powerful 
lord generally rrdided. Thefe were at once for- 
treffes for^prdteaion, and prifons for all forts of 
crimin^s. In this caftle there was ufuallv a gar- 
rifon armed «nd provided, dependfnecntirely on the 
nobleman's fupport and affiftance. To thefe feats of 
prote&ion, aitificers, viduaQers, and ihop-keepers, 
natundly reforted, and iettled on fome adjacent fpot 
to furnifh the lord and bis attendants with all the' . 
neceiTaries they might require. The farmeis alfo^ 
and the hufbandmen, in the neighbourhood, built 
Aeir houfes there, to be protefted againft the nu- 
merous gangs of robbers, called Robertfmen, that 
hid themfelvcs in the woods by day,, and infefted 
the open country by night. Henrr endeavoured to 
bring the towns from fuch a neighoourhood, by in- 
viting the inhabitants to a more commercial fituati- 
on. He attempted to teach them frugality, and a 
juft payment of debts, by his own example; and 
fiercer once omitted the rights of the merchant^ in all 
his treaties with foreign princes. ' 

Henry haying thus ieen England in a great mea- 
fure civilized by his endfeavours, his people pay their 
taxes without conftraint, the nobles confe£^ng fub- 
ordination,* the laws alone infli<aing punifliment, 
the towns bdginning to live independent of the 
powerful, commerce every Jay increafing, the fpirit 
of faiSkion extinguifhed, and foreigners either fear- 
ing England or fecking its alliance, he began 
to fee the approaches of his end, and died df A. D. 
the gout in his ftomach, having lived fifty- 1509, 
two veai^, and reigned twenty-three. Since 
the times of Alfred, England 4iad not feen fucji ano- 
ther king. He rendered his fubjcfts powerful, and 
happy,. and wrought a greater change in the manners 
of the people, than it was poffible to fuppofe could 
be ciFe£ted in ib ihort a time. 

CHAP. 
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IN O' prince ever came to the tbrone with a con- 
jun£lure of circutnftunccs more in his favoiir than 
Henry VIII. who now, in the eighteenth 
A. Df^year of his age, undertook the government 
1509. of the kingdom. 

And as he was at the head of a formidable 
army, fifty thoufand ftrong, and as a war with 
France was the moft pleafing to the people, he de- 
termined to head his forces,. for the conqueft of that 
kingdom. But France was not threatened by hira 
alone ; the S wifs, on another quarter, with twentj=- 
five thoufand men were preparing to invade it ; whife 
Ferdinand of Arragon, whom no treaties could h'lndy 
was only waiting for a convenient opportunity of 
attack on his* fide to advantage- Never was the 
French monarchy in fo diftreffcd a fituation ; but 
the errors of its aflailants procured its fafety. 

After an oftentatious but ineffeftual campaign, a. 
truce was concluded between the two kingdoms; 
and Henry continued to diffipate, in ^ore pe'aceful 
follies, thofe immenfe fums which had been amaJTed 
by his predeceffor for very different purpofes. 

In this manner, while his pleafures on the one 
band engroffed Henry's time, the preparations for 
repeated expeditions exhaufted his treafures oa the 
other. As it was natural to fuppofe the old mmiU 
♦wrs, wh6 were appointed to diredhim by his fether, 
would not willingly concur in thefe idle projeds, 
Henry had, for fomc time, difcontinued aftitig their 
advice, and chie% confided in the counfels of Th6^ 
mas, afterwards cardinal Wclfey, who feemed tofd- 
cond him in his favourite purfuits; Wolfey was a 

' ' miniftef 
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TTiiiiifter who complied with all his matter's inclina- 
tions, and flattered him in every fcheme to which his 
fanguine and^impetuous temper was inclinecf. He 
was the. fon of a private gentleman,, and not of a 
butcher, as is commonly i^eported, of Ipfwich. Hfc 
. w^ fent to Oxfbcd fo early that he was a bachelor at 
fourteen, and at that time was called the Boy Bache- 
lor. He rofc *y degrees, upon quitting college, from 
one preferment to anodier, till he was made're^or of 
Lymingtort hfthe m'arquis of Dorfet,. whofe children 
he had ioftruded. He had hot long reiided at this 
living, when one of the juftices of the peace put him 
in the ftocks for bein|; drunk, and rai/lng difturbances 
at a neighbounng fair. This difgrace, however, did 
not retard his promotion; for he was recommended 
as chaplain to-Hemy the Seventh ; atnd being em- 
ployed by that monarch, in a fecret negociation re- 
fpeaing his intended marriage with Margaret ^f Sa- 
yoy^ he acquitted himfelf to that king's fatlsfadion, 
and obtain^ the praife both of diligence and dexteri- 
ty. That prince having giveh him a commiffion to 
Maximilian, who at that time refided at BrufTels^ 
was furprifed in lefs than three days after to fee Wol- 
fcy prefenthimlfelf before him ; and, fuppofing that 
he had been deiinqtient, began to reprove his delay. 
Wolfey, however, furprifed him with aflurances that 
he was juft returned from Bruffels, and had fuccefll 
ftilly fulfiilea all his niajefty's commands. His dif- 

Eitch on that occafion, procured him the deanery of 
. incoln, ai\d in this fituation it was that he was in- 
troduced b^ Fox, bifhbp of Winchefler, to the young 
king's notice, in hopes that he would have talents to 
lbppi«it the earl of Surry, who was favourite at that 
thite I and in this Fox was not out in his conjedhires* 
Prefentjy after,, being introduced at court, he was 
made a prWy councilor : and as fodi, had frequent 
l>pportunities^of ingratiating himfelf with the young 
k^g) as he appeared {H mce complying> fiibmiffiv^, 

and 
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and enterprifing. . Wolfey ufcd every art to fait hiia-. 
felf to the royal temper;, he fung^ laughed^. and 
danced with every libertine of the court : neither bis 
own years^ which were near forty, nor hi» charader 
as a clergymany were any, reftraint upon him^ or 
tended to check, byill- timed fe verities, the gaiety of 
his companions. To Ibch a weak and viciovi^ mo»- 
narch as Henry, qualities of this nature were high» 
ly pleafing ; and Wolfey was. foon acknowledged as 
his chief favourite, and to him was entrufted the chief 
adminiftration of affairs. The people began to fee 
with indignation the new favourite's mean cbndefcen- 
fions to the king, and his arrogance to themfelves. 
They had long regarded the vicious haoghtinels, and - 
the unbecoming fplendour of the clergy, with envy 
and deteftation ; and Wolfey's greatnefs ierved to 
bring a new odium upon that body, already too much ^ 
the objeft of the people's diflike. , His charaAer be- 
ing now placed in a*more confpicuous point of light^. 
daily be^an to mani£sft itfelf the more. Infatiabie in 
his acquifitions, butftill mo2>; magnificent in his ex** 
pence 5. of extenfive capacity, boc^i 11 more unbound- 
ed in enterprife ; - ambitious of power,, but ft ill more 
defirous ofgloryj infinuadng, engaging, perfuafiyey ^ 
and at otjier times lofty,, elevated, and command- 
ing; haughty to his equals, but afFable to his-de- 
pendents i oppreffive to the people, but liberalto his 
friends; more generous than gratefol; fortiied to 
take the afcendant in every iiitercourfe, but vain ' 
enough not to cover his rer.l fuperiority. • # 

In order to divert the envy of the public from his 
inordinate exultation, he ibon entered into a C9rref-- 
pondence with Francis the Firft, of France, who had 
taken many njethods to work upon bis vanity,, and at 
laft fucceeded. In confequence of that monarch'Si 
wi&es, Henry was perfuaded by the cardinal to. an 
interview with that prince. This, expensive congrefs 
was held between G unfiles aj?dAr4res^ nt3c Calais^ ' 
, . ' " wixhiii 
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"Within the Englifli pale, in compliment to Henry for 
croffing'the iea. ~ < * 

Somfe months before, a- defiance had been 
fcnt by rife two kings to each other's court, A. D; 
and through all the chief' cities of Europe, I520, 
importing that Henry and Francis, with four- 
teen aid% wodd be ready in the plains of Picardy> 
to anfwer aU comers that Were gentlemen, at tilt and 
tourney. Accordingly, the monarchs now all gor-. 
g^oufty apparetledy entered the lifts on horfe-baclc, 
Francis firrrbundi^ with Henry^s guards, and Henry* 
with thofe of Fran^cis's. They were both at that 
time- the moft comely perfonages of: their age, and 
prided thenafelves oh their expertnefsan the military 
«?iercifesw The ladies were the j udges in thefe feats 
of chivalry ; and they put an end to the^cncounter 
'whenever they thought proper. It is fuppofed that 
the^ciafty French monarch, was willing to gratify 
Heary's vanity by allowinghim to enjoy a petty pre- 
eminence in thefe paftimes. He ran a tilt againfi: 
-Monfieur Qrandeval, whom he di£tbled at the (econd 
•encounter. He engaged Monfieur de Montmorency^ 
whom, however^^ he could not throw from the fad- 
idle* He fought at faufchioin with a^ French noble- 
iQan; who prefented him with his courfer, in token 
offubmiffion* 

By this time all the immenie treafures of the late 
king were quite exhaufted on empty pageants, guilty 
pkaiiures,^ or vain treaties and expeditions. But the 
•king relied on Wolfey alone for replenifhing his cof- 
fer! \. and no perfon could be fitter for the purpofe. 
His firft care was to get a large fum of^ money from 
.the people, under the tide of a benevolence, which 
added to its being extorted^ had the mortification of 
being cofifidered as a free gift. Henry litde minded 
the manner of its being xaiied, provided he had the 
enjoyment of '\t\ however, his roinifter met with 
.fome Gf^fition in his attempts to levy thefe extprted 

contributions^ 
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coAtribtittons. In the firft place, having exadecf a 
. conAderable ilibfidv from the clergy,, he next ad- 
dreflTed himfelf to tne houfe of commons^, but they, 
only granted htm half the fupplies he demanded. 
WoUey was at firft highly oiFended at their parfimo^ 
ny, and defired to be heard in ti)e hoi:^ ; but asthh- 
would ba^ deftroyed the verv form aad eoftftkutioa 
of that auguft body>t they replied, that none ec^ld be 
permitted t« fit and argue there,, but fiieh as had bees 
eleded members.. This was die firft attei^pt made 
in this reign to render the kingmafter of the debates 
in parliament. Wolfey firft paved the way ;. and,, 
unfortunately for the kingdom, Henry too well im* 
proved upon his plans foon after. 

Hitherto the adminift ration of all affairs was cmfri* 
ed-on by Wolfey ; fc^r the king was contented tok]& 
in the embraoes of his miftrefies, all the comphurnr 
of his fubjeds^ and the cardinal undertook lo keep ^ 
him ignorant, in Ofsder to continue hii owoitmeon- 
trouled authority^ But now a period was approach^ 
ing that wu to put an ead- to this mimfier's cxorbi;^ 
jtmx power*. One of the moft extraordinanraffd im*^ 
portant revolutions that ever en^iployed toe attend 
dion of man,, was^. now ripe for execution* 'thift 
was no Ids a change, than the Reformation. 

The vices and impofitions of the church of Rome 
were now ahitoft come to a head ^ and the inci£a& 
of arts and learning amwig thelaity^ propagated b» 
means of printing, which bad been lately, invented 
began to make them refift that power, which -was 

originally founded on deceit Leo the Tenth . 
A., D. was at that time pope, and eagerly employed 
1519, in building the church of St. reter at Rome, 
in order to procure money for carrying on 
that expenfive undertaking^ he gave a conami^&on for 
feHing indulgencles, a pradice tl^t. bad been oiften 
tried befor^% Tbefe were to free the purchafer from 
.thepaiiis of purgatory; and they^ would kxve even 
/ , for 
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for cme*^ friends, if pufchafed with that intention. 

-Thelte were every where (hops opened, where' they 
wiere to'be fold ;, but in general they were to be had* 
at tjavems, brothels and ganwng houfes. The Au- 
ffuftme friars had ufually been, employed m Saxony 
to preach thfe indulgencies, and from this truft had 
derived both profit and coinftderation ; Iwit the popc*^ 
mihifterfuppofing that they had foufid out illicit me<* 
Aod^ef fecreting the money, transferred this lucra- 
tive employment from • them ta the i)ominican$. 
Martin Lu^er^ profcSbr m the tiniveriity of Wir- 
tmberg^ wa$ an Auguftine monk, and oneoftbofe 
who refenled this transfer of the fale of indtflgencies- 
from one order tb anothei^. He l>egah to (hew his 
indignation by preaching againft their efficacy j and 
keing naturally of a fiery temper^ and provoked by 
oppofiti(M)) he inveighed againft the aeuthority of the 
|K)pc himfelf. Being driven hard by his advcriaries, 
ftiH a»he enlarged his rea^g, in order to fupport 
his tenets^ he ds^lcovtr-ed feme new abufe or error ia 
Ale Church df R^ooie. iitthis difpute, it Was the fate 
6f Henry to be a champion 01% both fides^ His fii^ 
ther, wh€^ had given him the education of ir fcholar,^ 

. permilted h^ to be inftrudM in fchooUdivinity, 
which then wai»^e principal 6b$i^<S of learned eti^ 
€[uh'V. Heniy^ therefore) wiBinjg to convince the^ 
world of his abilities in that fdence, obtained the 
pope*s permfficm^o read the works of Luther, whidi 
hAd been fbrbidden,.under pain of excommunication*, 
in confequene^of this, the king defended the fevcft 
6craments, oiit of St. Thomas Aquinas -y aiid £hewed 
feme dexterity' in this fcience, though it is thought 

.- thftt Wolfcy had the chief band in direfting him. A 
i^ook being thus fifvifhcd in hafte, it was fent to 
Romerlbrt4Mpdpe's approbation, which it isnatnral 
to fiim>6fe would not be with-held. The pontiifF, 
cavKoed with its eloquenee and depth, compared it 
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to the labours of St* Jerome or St. Aug^ftine j and? 
rewarded the author with the title of DfiFENDJER of 
TJiE FAITH, little, imagining that H^nry wasfoeiv 
^o l^e one of the raoft terrible enemies that ever the . 
church of Rome had to contend with: 

Henry had now been eighteen years mar*;- 
A. D. ried to Catherine of Arragon, who had been. 
J527. brought over froip Spain, and married hi& 
elder brother, who died a few months after 
co-habitation. But -notwithftanding the fubmiffive 
deference paid to the Indulgence of the church^^Hen-- • 
ry's marriage with this pwncefs did not pais without 
fiTuplc andhefitation both on hijs own fide, and^ori' 
that of th^ people. However it was carried for- 
ward, though perhaps not at firft excited, by a mo^ 
tive much more powerful thaa the tacit fuggeftionst 
of his confcience. It happened that among the 
maids of honour then^ attending .the queen,, there: was 
one Anna Bullen, the daughter of Sir TJipmas BuU 
Icn, a gentleman of diftindlion, anJ related to moft of 
the nobility. He had been ^employed by the king in 
feveral embaflies, and was married to a daughter o£ 
the dukeof Norfolk. The beauty of Anna furpaflbd ' 
whatever had hitherto appeared, at this voli^ptiious 
court; and her education,, which, had been at Paris, 
tended to fet off her perfonal charms* Her Matures 
were regular, mild,, and attractive, her-flature ele- 
gant, though below the middle ftzCj while her wit 
and- vivacity exceeded even her other allurements*. 
Henry, who had never learned the ^rtof reftraining, 
any pafiion that he defired to gratify, faw.an.dl0ve4 
her ; but after feveral efforts to induce her to comply 
with, his criminal deflres, . be found that without 
marriage he could have no chance of fuccfifeding. 
This obflacle, therefore, he hardly undertook to re- 
move; and as his. own queea was now become,hatet 
ful to him,, In.order to pjpcure.adivorce,j|walledged 

that 
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•ihat hb confirience rebuked him for having (a lon^ 
•Hved«in iaceft widi the wife of his brother. In this 
pretended perplexity, therefore, he applied to Cle* 
ment the' Seventh, .who owed him many obligations, 
defiring to diflblve the bull of the former pope, which 
had given him pernitffion to marry Catherine; and 
to declare that it was not in the power, even of the 
holy fee, to difpenfe with a law fb ftri^ly enjoined 
in fcripture. The unfortunate pope, unwilling to 
grant, yet afr^d to refufe, t:ontinued to^romife, re- 
cant, difpute, and temporize; hoping that the Icing^s ' 
paffion woiild never hdd out during the tedious 
courfe of an ecclefiaftical controverfy. In this he 
was entirety miftaken. Henry had been long taught 
todifpute as well as he, and quickly found, or wrefted 
itiany texts in l&ipture, to favour his opinions or bis 
paffion. .' 

During the courfe of along perplexing negocia- 
tion, ontheiffueof whichrHenry'shappinefsfeemed . 
to depend, he had at firft exp^6led to find in his fa- 
vourite Wolfey, a warm defender and a fteady ad- 
herent ; but in this he found himfelf miftaken« WoJ- 
fey feemed to be in pretty much the fame dilemma 
with the pope. On the one hand, he was to pleafe 
his mafter the king, from whom he had received a 
thoufand marks of favour ; and on tiie other hand, he 
. feared to difoblige the pope, whofe fervant he more 
immediately was, and who befides had power to pu« 
nifli his difobedience. He, therefore, refolved to 
continue neuter in this controverfy; ai^ though of 
all rrtGn the nioft haughtj'', he gave way on this oc- 
cafion to Campegiq, the pope^s nuncio, in all things, 
pretending a deference to his (kill in canon law* 
Wolfey's fcheme of temporizing was highly difpleaf- 
ing to the king, but for a while he endeavoured to 
ftifietiis refentment, until it could a<£l with more fa- 
tal certain t]rl He for fome time looked dut for a man 
of equal abilitii^s^an^ lefs art; and it was not long 

before 
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before acxrident threw in his way one Thomas Cia]i>- 
meis of gieater talents^ and probabty of moce tnt&« 

Thus finding hkn£d{ j^ovided wiih a f^effon who 
could fuppiy Woifey's place, be appeased le& re-> 
ferved in ins refentmeDts agaiixd that prelate* The 
attorneywgenersl was ordered to prepare a bill of iiv- 
.diiShnent againft him ; and he was foon after oom-- 
vinanded to reftgn the great feah Crimes are eaSly 
found out a^aini): a favourite in itifgraoe^ and ijsit 
l^ourtlers did not fail to incr4afe4he catalogue of bit 
errors. He was ordered to dcpattfrom Yoii-place 
palace ; and all his furnitttre and plate w.erf convert- 
ed tojtbe king's ufe. ' 7'he inventory of his goods be- 
ing taken, they were found to exceed even the laoft 
extravagant furmifes^ Of fine holland alone theie 
were found a thoufand pieces ; the walls of his palace 
were covered with cloth of gold and filver ; he had a 
cup-board of plate of mafly gold ; all the reft of his 
riches and furniture were in proportion^, and proba- 
bly their greatnefs invited the hand of power* He 
was foon after arretted by the earl of Northumber- 
land; at the king's command) for high treafon, and 
preparations were made for conducfling him from 
York) where he then refided) to London, in order to 
«take his trial. He at firft refufed.to comply with the ^ 
requifition) as being a cardinal ; hut finding the earl 
bent on performing his commiiSoii, he com^ied, 
and ftt out by eafy journeys, for London, to appear 
as a crimiq^l, wlicre he had aSed as a king. In his 
-. way he flayed a fortnight at the earl of Shrewlbury's 
'where, one day at dinner, he was taken ill, not 
without violent fufpicions of having poifoned himfelf. 
Being brought forward from thence, he with ntvich 
difficulty reached Leicefter Abbey; where the monks 
coming 4>ut to meet him, he faid, ^ Father ahbot^ I 
am come to lay my bones among you ;? and imrne*^ 
diately ordered his bed to be prepared. A& his dif- 

order 
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iQfrSer ittcrtared, ftno£cer being {)iaced near, at once 
to gaaid and attend him, he fpoke to him a little be*, 
•fore hfe expired, to this efffeft : " I pray you, have me 
heartiJy recommended unto his royal majefty ; he 
IS a prince of a moft: royal carriage, an^ hath k 
princely heart, and rather dian be will mifs, or want 
^ny part of his will, he will endsmger one half of hi« 
kingdom. I do afiufe you, I have kneeled before 
him for three hoars togedier, to peifuade him from 
his will and appetite, but cotiM not prevail. Had I 
init-ferved Geid as 'diligently as I haveferved thfe 
Icing, he would not have given me^over in my grey 
hairs. But this is the juft reward that I maft re- .. 
ceive for my 'indulgent pains and ftudy ; not regard- 
11^ ^y fervice to God, but only ro my^rince." He 
died ^oon after, in all the pangs of remorfe, and left 
a life which he had all along rendered turbid hy am* 
l^ition, and wretched by mean affid^ities. 

The tie diat held Henry to the chwrch being thus 
broken, he refbived to keep no ftirther meafures with 
the pontiff. He therefore privately married Anna 
Bullen, whom he had created mafchionefs of Pem- 
brodce ; the duke of Norfolk, uiicle to the new queen, 
her father, mother, and Do£kor Cranmer%eing pre- 
fent at the ceremony. Soon after finding the <)ueen 
pregnant, he publicly owned his marriage, and, to 
colour over his difohcdience to the pope with an ap^^. 
pearance of triumph^ he paffed with his beautiAil 
bride through London, with a magrrificence greater 
than had been ever known-before. But though Henty 
had thus feparated from the church, yet he had not 
addi^ed himfelf to the (y&cm of any other reformer. 

As the mode of religion was not as yet known, 
and as the minds of thofe who were of oppofite fenti- 
ments were extremely exafperated, it naturally fol- ' 
lowed that feveral muft fall a facrifice in the conteft 
between aiKient eAabliihments and modern relbrma- 
tiou* > 

. " As 
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As the mofiks bad^ along ikcwn him the gre^ 
oft refiftance, lie refolved at once to^depriv^them of 
future power to injure, him* He accordiii^y em- 
powered Thomas Cromwell^ who> was ik>w made 
fecretary of ftate, to fend commiffioners lAto the fe ve- 
ra! counties of England to infpe<^ the mcmafteri^s^ 
and to report with rigorous exaiSbie^ the condu^ 
and deportment of ftich as were refident there. This 
employment was readily unde|:taken by fome cjea- 
tures of the court, namely, Layton, Lgndon, JPricoi 
Gage, Petre, and Belafis, who are fatdto have diC* 
covered mortftrpus diforders in many of the religious 
holies* Whole convents oi women ^^odoned.to 
all manner of lewdnefs, friars accom{)lices in their 
crimes, pious frauds every where praibifcd to increafc 
the devotion and liberality of the people, and cruel 
and inveterate factions maintained between the mems- 
bers of many of thefe iriftitutions. Thefe accufations, 
whether true or falfe, were urged with great cla- 
mour againft thefe communities, and a general hor- 
ror was excited in the nation agai nil. them. 

A new vifitation was loon after appointed, 
A. D. and frefli crimes were alfo proudced s fo that 
1 536. bis feverities were conduced with fuch feem- 
ing j uftice and fuccefs, that in lefs than two 
years he becamepoffeffed of all the monaftic revenues. 
Thefe, on the whole, amounted to fix hundied and 
forty-five, of which twenty-eight had abbots, who 
enjoyed a feat in parliament. Ninefy colleges, were 
demolifhed in feveral counties ; two thoufand three 
hundredand feventy-fourchanteries and fiXQ chapels, 
and a hundred and ten hofpitals. The whole r^eve- 
nue of thefe eftablifhments amounted to one hundred^ 
and fixty-one thoufand pounds, which was about, a 
twentieth part of the national income. But as great 
murmurs were excited by fome upon this occaJion, 
Henry took care that all thofe who could be ufeful 
to him, or even dangerous in cafes of oppofition, 

flaould 
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fbMld be fimret^ in the fpoil. *He eittier made a 
' gift of the revenues of the convents to his principal 
courtiers, or foW them at low prices, or exchartgcd 
them for other lands on very difad van tageous terms, 
f Henry's <^nions were at length delivered in a 
bw, which, fr6ra its horrid confequences, was after- 
wards termed die Bloody Statute, by vi'hich it was 
ordained, that whoever, by word or writing, denied 
tranfiibftantiation, whoever maintained that the com- 
munion in both kinds was neccffary, whoever aflert^ 
cd that it was lawful for priefts to marry, virhoever 
alledged that vows of chaftity might be broken, 
whoever maintained that private maffes were unpro-. 
fitable, or that aricular confeffion was unneceifary, 
fiipnld be found guilty of herefy, and burned or 
hanged as the court fhould determine. As the peo- 
ple were at that time chiefly compofcd of thofe who 
followed the opinions of Luther, and fuch as ftill 
. adhered to the pope, this ftatute, with Henry's former 
decrees, in fome meafure excluded both, and opened 
a field for perfedution, which foon after produced its 
dreadful harvefts. Bainham and Bilney were burn- 
ed for their oppofitioh to popery, Sir Thomas Moore 
and bifhop Fiflier were beheaded for denying the 
kmg's fupremacy, 

Thefe feverities, however, were preceded by one 
of a different nature, arifing neither from religious 
nor political caufes, but merely from tyrannical ca- 
price. Anna Bullen, his queen, had been always a 
favourer of the reformation, and confequently had 
k many enemies on that account, who only waited 
. fome fit occ^fionto deftroy her credit with the king ; 
and that occafion prefented itfelf but too foon. The 
king's pafiion was by this time quite palled by &tie- 
ty ; as the only defire he ever had for her arofe from 
that bruial appetite, which enjoyment foon dcftroys ; 
he was now fallen in love, if we may.fo proftitute 
the exprefiion, with another, and languilhed for the 
H poflcffion 
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foikSifin of Jane Seymour, who had for fome ttfflfi 
een maid of honour to the queeo^ 

jn the mean time her enemies were not remifs in 
iaifii^ an accufation againft her. The duke df" 
JNTorfollc, from his attachment to the ^d reli^on, 
•ibok care to produce feveral witnefles, acoiifing hei? 
of an incontinency with fome of the meaner fer- 
•vants of the court. Four perfons were |mrtiouiarlf 
pointed out as her paramours ; Henry Norris, groom 
of the ftole, Wellon and Brereton, gentlemen of 
the king's bed-chamber^ together with Mark Sme^ 
ton, a mufician. Accordingly, foon after Non-is, 
Wefton, Brereton and Smeton, were tried in Weft* 
^infter-hall, when Smeton was prevailed upon, by 
the promife of a pardon, to confefs a criminal cor- 
xeijxmdence with the queen ; but he was never con- 
fronted by her he accufed; and his execution with 
the reft, fhortly after, ferved to acquit her of the 
charge. Norris, who had been much in the king'$ 
fevour, had an offer of his life, if he would confeis 
his crime and accufe his miftrefs^ but he reje£^ed 
the propofal with contempt, and died profeiftng her 
innocence, -4ind his own. 

The queen and her brother were tried by a jury 
^f peers i ?hutupori what proof or pretence the crime 
^df" inceft was urged againft theni is unknown ; the 
chief evidence, it is iaid, amounted to no more than 
that Rocbfoni had been feen t6 kan on her be- 
fore fome company. Part of the charge againft her 
was,' that £be had declared to her attendants, that the 
king never had ier heart j which was confid^red as 
ailander upon the throne, and ftrained into a breach 
of a late ftatute, by which it was declared criminal 
to throw any ilander upon the king^^ueen, or their 
iffue^ The unhappy <]ueeri, though unaffifted by 
counfel, defended h^eJf with great judgment, and - 
prefence of mind; and the fpe&tors could not for- 
hear declaring her i^tirely innocent. She anfwered 

diftinaiy 



HENRY VIII. 147 

dtftin&Iy to^ll the dbarg^s brought againft her ; but 
the Jdrie'6 a«tfaori!Cy was not to be controuled y Hie 
was d«darcd guiky 9 and her fpntence ran> that fee 
jfiiQuld he burned or beheaded at the king's pkafure. 
Onthemoramg of kar &cecutton) her fentence being 
mitigated into beheading, fljc fefit for Kingftone, the. 
• keeper of the Tower, to whoin, upon entering the- 
prilon, (he feid, " Mr. Kingftone^ Ihear I am not- 
to die tin noon, and I am ferry for it j. for I thought 
to be dead before this time, and free from a life of 
pain." The keeper attempting to comfort her, by 
aiTuring her the pain would be very little> (be repli- 
ed, ** I have beard the executioner is very expert ;^ 
and (clafpifig. her neck with her hanck, laughing) I 
have hut a little neck." When brought to the- 

. ftaiFoId, from a confideration of her child Eliaaholh's 
welfare, ihe would not enfiame the minds of the- 
ipeclacors againft her perfecutors, but contented 
herfelf with faying, " that ihe* was come to die as 
file was fentenced by the law/' She w^wjd accufe 
none, nor (ay any thing of the ground upon which flie 
Was judged; fhe prayed heartily ibr the kiog, an4 
called him "a moil merciful and gentJe prince: 
that he liad always been 10 her a, good and gracious 
Sovereign ; and that if any one £bouki think prc^r 
to canvass her cauje, ibe defired hiffi to. judge the 
licft." She was bisfaeaded by the executioni^ of 
Calais, who, was brought over, as muck more expert 
than any in Engiand. The very -ne^tday aftei; her 
execution, he married the lady Jane Seymour, his 
cruel heart being no way foften<ivi by the wretched 
fete of one who bad been fo lately the objeft of bi« 

' wacmeft affed:ioas. He alfo Qrd<;:r^d bis parliament 
tf|rgive bim a divorce between hey- ,fent?nce and 
ejcecntiea y and thus he endeavoured to baftardiae 

"Elizabeth^ the only child he had by her, as he had 
mthe*lame manner .formerly baftardized. Mary, hif 
«»ily child by Queen Catherine. 

Hz ,!» 
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In the midft of thofe commotions, the 
06k. 12, fires of Smithfield were feen to blaze with 

.1537. unafual fircenefs. Thofe who had ad- 
hered to the pope, or tfaofe who followed 
the dodlrines of Luther,* were equally the obje<5);s of 
royal vengeance, and cctlefiaftical^^perfecution. F rom 
the multiplied iterations which were made in the 
national fyftems of belief, nioftly drawn up by Henry 
himfelf, few knew what to think, or what to pro- 
.icfs. They were ready enough, indeed, to follow 
-his dodrines, how uiconfiftent or contradidlory fo* 
ever ; but as he was> continually changing them him- 
felf they cfouM hardly purfue fo fail ,as he advanced 
before them. Thomas Cromwell, raifed by the kingls 
caprice from being a blackfmith's fon to be a roysd 
•favourite, <for tyrants ever raife their favourites from 
the loweft of the people) together with Cranmer, 
now become archbifliop of Canterbury, were both 
feen to favour the reformation with aU their endea- 
vours. On the' other hand, Gardiner bi/hop of 
Winchefter, together with the duke of Norfoflc, 
were for leading the king back to his otiginai fuper- 
.ftition. In fa(3, Henry fubmitted to neither j his 
pride had long been fo enflamed by .flattery, that he 
1 thought hin)felf entitled to regulate, by his own finglc 
.opinion, the. religious faith of the whole nation. 

Soon after, no lefs than five hundred perfons were 
.>raprifon^sfor*c©ntradi<Sting the opinions delivered 
in the -bloody ftatute; and received proteftion only ' 
from the lenity of Cromwell. Lambert, a ichooU 
mafter, and do6ior Barnes, who had been ini^ru* 
mental in Lambert's execution, felt the feverity of 
the perfecuting fpirit; and by a bill iii parliament, 
without any trial, were condemned tosthe flames, 
difcuflfing theological queftions .at the very ftake. 
With Barnes were executed one Gerjard^ and 
* Jerome, for the fame opinions. Three Catholics 
^Ifo, whofe names were. Abel, Fetherftone, and 

Powel, 
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Pawel, were dr^ged upon the fame hurdles to'exe^ 
eutlon^ and dedared, that the moft grievous part 
of their punifhment, was the being coupled with 
fuch heretical oiifcreanls as were united in the fame 
calamity. ' 

During thefe horrid tranftdlion?, Henry was re- 
folved to take another queen, Jane Seymour having 
died in child*bed y and after fome negociation upon . 
the continent, lie contrafled a marriage With Anne 
of Cleves, his aim being by her means to fortify his 
alliances with the princes of Germany; His aver*- 
fion, however, to the queen fecretly incrcafed every 
day; and he at length- refolvcd to get rid of her-and 
his prime minifter together. He had a ftrong caufe - 
of diflike^to hiin for his late unpropitious alliance; 
and a new motive was foon added for increafin^ his 
difpleafiire. Henry- had fixed his afffeftion on Ca- 
therine Howard, nieice to the duke of Norfolk; 
and the only method of gratifying this new paffion 
was, as in former cafes, difcarding the^prefent queeri 
to make room for a new one* - The duke of Norfolk 
had long been Cromwell's mortal enemy^ and eager- 
ly embraced this opportunity ta deftroy a man he 
confidered as his rivak He therefore made ufe of ' 
all his niece^s artstartiin the favourite^ and vi^en hifi 
projefb was ripe for execution, he obtained a com- - 
najffipn from the king to arreil Cromwell for higb * 
trcafon*. His djfgrace was no fooner. known, ^thata- 
all his friends forfook him except Cranmer, who 
wrote fuch aietter to Henry in his behalf, as no other 
man in the kingdom Viroidd have prefumed te offer. ^ 
However, he was accufed in parliament of herefy 
and tresdbo; and without being ever heard in his 
awn defence) condemned to fuffer the pains, of death> , 
» tha king flbould think proper to diredl. When - 
he was brought to the fcafFold, his fegard for his 
ion hindered him from expatiating upon his own 
innocence; he thatxked God for rbringing him to^ 
H 3 that: 
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^ that (krath for his tranTgrcffions, confefied he bail 
often been feduced, but tbat he. now died ia the 
Catholi^ futh. 

But the iTteafure of his feveraies Wfti not yet filed 
up. He had thought himfelf very happy in bis new 
marriage. He was (b captivated wit^ the queen's 
accompliihments, that he gave public tbanks for his 
felicity, ^d defired his cx^nfcSoi to join with hka^ 
in the famt; thankfgiving. 1 his joy> however, was 
of very ihort -xhiration* While the king was at 
York, upon an intended conference with die kXac 
of Scotland, a man of the name of Lafiels waited 
iipon Cranmer at London i and from the informa*- - 
tjon of this man's fifter, who had been Servant to 
the duchefs dowager of Norfolk, he gave a v6ry 
furprifing account of the queen'^ incontinence. 
When the queen was firft examined relative- to her 
crime, iht denied the'charge ; hut afterwards find«- 
ing that her accomplices were her ^cufers, ihe con* 
fciSed her incontinence before marriaf e> but denied 
her having diihonoured the king's bed fince their 
union* Three maids of honour, Vbo were admitted 
to her fecrets, ftiU furdier aUe(%ed her guHt ; and 
ibme of them confeflod having jpafied the night io 
the fauw bed with her and herloversi Th% fervile 
paritament^ upon being istfiianed of the que^!i^s 
crime and confeilion, mini her quickly gull^^aitd 
petitioned the kin^ thatflifi inight l?e puftifli^d wiih 
death V xmt the lame penalty might be inflidfcd 
fHi the lady RochfiTd, the accomplice f» her de^ 
.hauchericfr j and ths*t her granicKPthet,; the duehe^ 
d>wager of Norfolk, toge&er with, her father, .a?o^ 
ther, and niiw others, men and women». as having 
>oen privy to the queen's irregubrities,^ ihouW par* 
Dicipate in her puniihment. With this petition tbe 
icing was moifc gracioufly pleaietl to a^ree; they 
wei^ condosMied lo death by an a<^ of ai:iaind*£> 
which at the feme timejtnade it capital iU)f all pcrfojis 

to 
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lk conceal their knowledge; of the debaocheries of 
•ay future queen.. It was alfo ena6Ved^^ that if the 
kifig maFrted any woman Who had been mcontinenf^ 
taking her for a true maid, flie fcould be guilty of 
treafon, ia cafe (he did not previoufly reveal her 
guilt. • The people made merry With this' abferd 
and brutal ftktute} and it was faid^.that the king 
muft hencefotth look out for a^widow. After aS 
thefe laws were ptffed)^. in which the moft wonder- 
fill circumftancfcs is,, that a body of men couid ever 
be induced to give their con&nt,- the qUe^n was be-- 
headed on *I ower-hill, together with the lady Roch* 
ford, who found no great degree ofcompaifion^^is fiift 
bad herfelf before tampered in bloods 

In Jibout a year after the death of the laft' 
aueen, Henry once more changed his condi- A. Di- 
tion, by marrying hk fxxth and laft-wife, Ca— iS^Sr 
therine Parr, who according to the ridicu- 
lous fuggeftions of. the people, was, in fa(3, a widow. 
She was the wife of the lafe Lord Latimer j and was - 
«onfidered as a vw)naan of-difcretion and^virtuer She 
was already paffed the meridian of life, and managed • 
tilts capricious tyrant's temper Ivith prudence and' 
&ccefs. . ^ 

Still,, however, tile king^s fcveri^ to hts fubjefts-. 
<5ontinued ol tercd as ever. - For (btae time he had 
be^n incoi^moded by an ulcer in his leg ; the paiii- 
•of which, added to his corpulence, and other infir- 
mities, increafed bis -natural irafcibility to fuch a. 
degree, that fcaKce any, of his domeftics approached > 
him without' terror. It was hot to be expedled,. 
therefore, that any who differed frOm him in opini- 
on, fliould, at this tamepacticularlyj hope for pardon. 

Though his heallh was declining apace, yet his* 
implacable cruelties were not the lels frequent. His 
refentmehts were diffufed indifcriminately to all: 4t 
one time a Proteftant, and at toother a Catholict, 
were the objefis of his feverity. The iiuke of 
H4 NorfoJk: 
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Norfolk and his fon, ihe earl bf Sutry, were tbelaft 
who felt the injuftice of the tyrant's groundlefs fuC- 
plcions. The duk« was a noblenian who had ferved 
the king with talents, and fidelity i his ion was a 
young man of the moft promifing hopes, who ex- 
celled in every accomplilbment that became a .fchp- 
lar, a courtier, and a foldier. He excelled in all the 
military exercifes which- were then in requeft ; he 
encouraged the fine arts by his pradtice and ex- 
ample i and it is remarkable, that he was the firft 
who brought our language, in his poetical pieces, to 
any degree of refinement. He celebrated the fair 
Geraldina in all his fonnets, and maintained her fa- 
perior beauty in all places of public contention, 
Thefe qualincations, however, were no fafeguard* 
t^ him againft Henry's fufpicions; he had dropt 
fome expreffions of refentment againft the king's 
^minifters, upon being difplaced from th« govern- 
ment of Boulogne ; and th^ whole family was be- 
come obnoxious from the late incontinency of Ca- 
therine Howard, the queen, who was executed. 
From thefe nK)tive$, therefore, private orders vyere 
given to arreft the father and fon; and accordingly 
they were arretted both' on the fame day, and con- 
fined to the Tower. * Surry being a comflioner, his 
tijal was the more expeditious ; and as to proofs, 
there were many informers bafe enough to betray 
the intimacies ot private confidence, and all the con- 
nections of l^lpod. The duchefs dowager of Rich*- 
mond, Surry's own fifter, enli-fted herfelf among 
the ntnnber of his accufers ; and Sir Richard SouA- 
well alfo, his moft intimate friend, charged him 
with infidelity to the king. It would feem, that at 
this dreary period, there was neither faith'nor ho- 
nour to be found in all the nation ; Surry denied the 
charge, and challenged his accufer to fingle combat. 
This, favour, was refufed him; and it was aHedged 
that he had quaitered the arms of Edward the Con- 
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feflbr on his efciitcheon, which alone was fufficient 
to convidi him of afpiring. to the crown. To this he 
could make 90. reply 5 and indeed any anfwer would 
h*jve heen needlefs j for neither parliaments nor ju- 
ries, during this reign, feem to be guided by any 
other proofs, but the will of fh? cr6wn. This young 
nobleman was, therefore, condemned for high trea- 
fon, notwithftinifmg his eloquent ^aad ipinted de- 
fence; and the fentence was foon after executed 
upon hirh on Tower-hill. . In the mean time the • 
duke endeavoured to mollify the king by letters and 
fi^bmiffions ; bat the monfter's'hard heart was rarelj^ : 
fiibjeft to tender impreffions. . The parlia^ 
ment meeting oA the fourteenth day of Ja- A. DC 
nuary, a billof stttainder was founa againi^ i54ilS^* • 
the auke of Norfolk ; as it was thought he i- 
could not fo eafily have been convi<£ted on a iair hear<» - 
rng by his peers. . The clekth-warraiit was niade outj^ - 
and immediately fent to the lieutenant of the Tower* 
The duke prepared fyc de^th, the following mom* 
ing was to be his laft j but an event of greatercon-* 
feiquence to the kingdom intervened, and prevented • 
hrs execution. . 

The king had Been fo^ fome time approaching faft 
towards his end; and for feveral days all thofe about - 
his perfon plainly faW that his fpeedy death was in-^ • 
ovi table* The^ difor^ in his leg was now growii » 
extremely, painful ; and this, added to his monftrous 
corpulency, which rendered htm unable to ftir, made ^ 
him more furious than a chained lion* He had been v 
ever ftern and fevere ; he was now outrageous. In \ 
this ftate he had continued for near four years be- - 
fore his death, the terror of all, and the tormentor * 
of himfelf 5 his courtiers having no inclination to 
make an enemy of him, as they were more ardently • 
employed in confpiring the death of each other. In 
this manner, therefore, he was fuffered to ftruggle^ ^ 
Mcitlipjjt^ny o£ his domcftics having tjic courage ta > 
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warn him of his approaching end, as more than 
once durixig this relen, perfons had been fmttoileath 
fcr foretelling the death of the king. At laft> Sir 
Anthony Denny had courage to diidpfe to him this 
dreadful fecret; and, contrary to hi$ ufual cuftooH 
he received the tidings with an cxpreffion of refig- 
jiation. His anguiih and remorfe were at this time 
greater than can he exprefledi he 4efiFed that Crajn- 
xner might be fent for ; but before that prelate could 
arrive, he was Ipeechlefs. Cranmof defired him to 
ive fome figti of his dying in the faith of Chrlft i 
le Ci^ueezed his hand, and immediately expired^ after 

a reign of thir ty-fe ven years and nine months^ 
A* D. in the fifty-fixth year of his age. Some 
1547. ^>^g^ ^^'^ ^^^ tyrants from conlradidtion 

and nevolti fome from being mifled bj &- 
vourites, and fome from a l|>irit of party: But 
Henry was cruel from a depraved difpoution alone » 
eruel in government, cruel in religion, and cruel in 
his family* Our divines have taken fome pain^ t^ 
vindicate the charader of this brutal prince, as if 
his condufi: and our reforpaation had ^y connexioa 
with each other. There is nothing fo abiiird as to '^ 
defend the one by the other j the moft noble deligns 
are brought about hy the moft vicious i^nftru- 
mentS} for we lee even that cruelty and injuAicc 
were thought neceflary to be employed in oiir holjr 
rederoptioru 
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riENRY.the Ei^th yf^ fucQ^edcd oft *«-• 
throne by<hisoply Ton, Edward tfeeSij^th, now in 
the nintn vear'ptvhisace. . The l^ile king in hii 
will,, whicn Vhe ,«?epe(^a wouhi be implicitly obey« 
ed,, :fc(ed the minority. tf the prince' at the campkskf 
tton of his : eighteenth year j. and in the mem time * 
appointed fixteen executors of hts^ will) to whoi%^ 
diidng the minority, he entrufted the goyernm^nt 
9f the king and kingdoin, the dujce of. Sonaerfet at • 
gCQteflor being placed at their he^d^ ' 

The protei^or, in his fcbernes for adygncine th0 ^ 
reformation.^ had.'al^vays recpurfe to die cQun&s ol- 
Granroer,.,who, being z man of n[ioderation ai^ > 
^|-u4ence,.wa3 averfe tp vjblent chaggej* and ({eieir^- 
tpined to bring over the people by infe^fible ixun^^ 
\ jgitions tahis own peculiar fyftem. 

Acommixtej? of l?i£hai>$ ^ divm^a h.^^ been ap?- 
ppinted by the conncil Ito fram^ .a liturgy for the fen- 
vice of ^e chupch ; afjd this v^rk, y/^s eifi5C|ULtjed withfe . 
great m,oderation, pr«:ifion an4 aJ?cwrjicy. A law 
w^s.alfo erKi<fted,.,pe^Qvijti^g prieft?^ marry: ^ 
ccrenGpEHiy of auricuiar confeiSqn,; though not alxa^ 
llfhe,d,.was left at the dife;'etipii qf *$he p^fje, whcr- 
"were notdlfpleaf^ at being fri?ed fceuaa the fpirkual^ 
tyranny of their inftruap.£^} .ti^ dodrine of th*: 
T^l pirefencfi wa^.thelajfl: le^et of ::pppefty ihat uw* 
whqUy ^^o<Joned by tb^ p/eopl^j ^^ borfi Acdecgst/ 
•aqd laity Ai?er< loflji .tjo/enqujc^^efeiniraj^ufau^ akcS«' 
ne^t a^ c\t "lY^s ^ffertgd .to ;be» ifawpyefy it hSs^ 
not only t^isbijLs^ tljf grjflcifgil 0|iinifi(» and prao 
tijs^ of the CathoUc^religion, contrary to what the 
icriptore authorities, ^yere^^abcd^fd^ and the re« 
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formation, Aich as we have it, was ahnoft 
A, D. entirely completed in England. Widi all 
1349. thefe innovations ihe people and clergy in 
general acquiefced ; and Gardiner and Bon* 
ner were the only perfons whole oppofltion was 
thought of any weight j; they were, dierefore, feat 
to the Tower, and threatet^ed with the king's fur- 
ther difyleafure in cafe of difobedicnce. 

For all thefe a£^s the protedior gained great ap- 
plaufe and popularity ; but hp was raifed ta an envi- 
able degree of eminence, and his eticmics were nu- 
Bierous in proportion to his exaltation^ Of afl the 
minifters at that time in the council, Dudley, eart 
of Warwick, was the moft artfulj ambitious, and 
unprincipled. Refolved at any rate to poffefs the 

' principal place under the king, he cared not what 
means were to be ufed in acquiring it. However, un- 
willing to throw off the mafk, he covered the moft 
•xorl)itant views uiider the faireft appearances. Hav- 
ing-affociated hinvfelf with die earl of Southanjpton,^ 

^e formed a ftrong party in the council, who were 
determined to free themfelves from the controul the 
prote£ior afTumed over them. That nobleman wa% 
in fa£l, now grown obnoxious to a very prevailiRg 
party in the kingdom.- He was hated by the nobles 
for his fuperior magnificence and power; he was 
hated by the Catholic party fir his regard to refor- 
m^ion; he was difliked by many for nis feverity to 
bis brother 1 befides, the great eftate h^had raifed 
at the cxpcnce of the church and the crown, render- 
ed him obnoxious to all. The palace which he was 

s dien building in the Strahd, ferved alfo by Its mag* . 
nificence, and ftill more by the unjuft methods ths^t 
were taken to raife it, to expofe him to the cenfures 
ef the public. The pariih church of St. Mary, 
with* three bifliop's houfes, were, pulled down to 
f^rnifli ground aod materials for the ftrudlure. 

He 
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He was fobn afterwards fent to the Tower, and the 
chief so'ttcle of which he was accuTed, was bis ufur^- 
pation of the government^ and the talcing all power 
into bis own hands; but his great riches was the reai 
caufe. Sereral others of a ffighter tint were added 
to invigorate this accufation, but none of them could 
be( fi»d. to amount to high treafon. tn confequence 
of thefe, a bill of attainc&r was preferred againft him 
in die houCb of lords ; but Somerfet contrived^ for 
this time, to elude the rigour of their fentence, by 
having previoufly, on his knees, confefled the charge 
before the members of the council. In confequence 
of this confefB6n,he was deprived of all his oiEces and 
goods, together with a ereat part of his landed 
eftate, which was forfeited to the ufe of the crown. 
This fine on his eftate was 6>on after remitted by the 
king,, and Sonierfet once more, contrary to the ex-* 
pe£lation of all, recovered his liberty. He was even 
re«^droitted into the council ; happy for him if his 
ambition had not revived with bis (ecurity. 

In fa£i> he could not help now and then burfting 
out into invedives againft the king and government, 
which were quickly carried to his fecret enemy, the 
earl of Warwick, who was now become duke of 
Northumberlandi. As he was fiirrounded with that 
nobleman's creatures, they took care to reveal all- 
the defigns which they had themfelves firft fuggeft- 
ed ;. and Somerfet foon found the fatal efFe£b of his 
rival's refentment. He was, by NorthumbeFland'& 
command, arrefted with many more accused of be- 
ing his partizans : and he was, with his wife, the- 
duchefs, alfo thrown into prifon. He was now ac- 
cufed of having formed a defign to raife an infurrec-' 
tion in the North; of attacking the train-bands on 
a niufter-day i of plotting to fecure the Tower, and- 
to excite a rebellion in London. Thefe charges he 
ftrenuoufly denied; but he confefled to one of as* 
^inous a inatu/e^ which W9$,*tbat he Had laid a: 
« • . pryeSk 
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ffreje&fpr murdering Nx)rihimiberhnd, Northamp- 
t^ffi^^^ PefubmfaBy 9t a banquet, wHich "Wm to he 
gi^0P<t)ii^ by lord Paget. He was feon aftet- brought. 
1^ 5I trial biefore the marquis of Winchefter, who- 
^ 9^ bi{^ ftew^rd on the occ^aifon, with twentjr-^ 
^yiBii 9(9er$ tDere* including Nortbumberland^'Pem-^. 
I^plp?} ^ NDfthomptfin) who were ait once his 
jsM^g^^ 9^i dociifers ; and being founc) guiii^ brought 
<p w fcalFoId on Toa^er^iS) whe^e he app^red 
^itboMt dae leaft emotion, in the midft of a vaft 
f(0£icourijb.o|' the popi^ace, by whom he wa^ be)ov«d. 
He {pck/S'to them, with great compofure, proteAing 
t)i^ he had sivf^y^ pianiotod ihc fervice of his kingj ., 
f^ theiaterefts oS true religion, >to the beft of his 
ppJViier. The people attcfteri their beiief of what he 
^jd, by cryMg out, "It is moft true." An uni-:^ 
yer/al tiixinv^t was begiimihg to take place; but: 
SfHi^rfet defiring them to beftrll,.and not interrupt, 
^js i^ meditsitiQnsj but to ioin with him in prayer, ^ 
he laid down ki$ head, and fubmitted to tsht ftpoke o^t 
tbe eiKct^utioner. 

In the ixbegn tin^ Noethninberland had 4^ng ^im- 
94fitt3ofi fifft authority; and the infiri^ ftate of ehe 
. king's he^illb opened alWi^g profpefis to his ambi^ 
, ^ta>. He repcefented to that youwg prince that his- 
$Aer$> Mary and Elizabeth, whfi were appointed by. 
Qtpry's will to fucceed" iafailure of dhtSt heire,'to 
t^f^ dtQWiiy had both been declared iile^ttrnate by. 
^li^piien.t 'y thso: the qyeea of Scots, his aunt, ftood 
CX((ju4ed by the ki/ig's.wiH, and Wing an a>ien ^Ifb, 
IgiSb ajll Tight q{ foeceedi-ng; and ais the three pri^- 
cejSbs were ihus legally excluded, the fucceffion na«* 
tJ*ri^Uy.4ev©jYedto.rfiemafchi©nefBofj9orfet, whoie 
Q^t heir ws^ the Jady Jane ^rey, a lady evtery ^^ . 
ajpcpn^U^ed lor gtwermncnt, asVe*l by tlie charms 
qf jber peilfoo a^tlie virtues and acquiremenes of ber ' 
v§i^4e The jcingi w&a had Imig fuibmi^ted -to ai9 the 
. VlifiU»]|^MlfUP#:J^ agreed to . 

have. 
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tbmnberUnd b«^ ipiu«;ncf foi^n sifter to procow a^ 

the miniftcr bhom^nd to fir$i9|gthQiilus ovn» interns 
9nd aonn^XLQps, His firft )«in ^iiias loiwiHEe |be iiit 
Iter^fts rf &e jemqv^ of Dprfef, &dier of tady faiic 
Greyj. by proaoiiog for Um (Iv titleof Duke ofSuf- 
folk, v^ich >vas lately become extii^ H^ijig thd* 
obliged this iiobleman) he then propc^ed a match 
between his fourth ion, lord Guilford^Dudley, and 
the lady Jane Grey, whofe intereft be had been at fo 
much pains to advance. Still bent on fpread- 
ing his interef^s as widely as pofible, he mar«r A* D. 
ried his own daughter talord Haftines, and I5j5^ 
^ thieib Qiarmgesiblja^itbed with S pofi- 
bl/eponip andf^ltivity. H^mwh'ii^f I^idywiliCd^P 
^ued to Unff viifii i apd k^f^d &$a) {ymjl^if»m9 ^ a 
confuoiption beg«|i to wpear. .ft w^ ^^VS^t .bpw> 
6^, tbiat bis youth «n4 t^mp^mnf^e mght ^ the 
beitpr of his difcM^ders y an4 from iheir lovi^ Ibrpeo^t 
pie were unwilling to thinfc h'm in «bnger» U had. 
been ren^acjsied. indeed by for&e, diat kis health m^ 
tuiibly feen to decline, fro9v the time ^at the Dudi^ 
le]r& were brought about hi? perfon. Tbe <3h^acr 
ter of NorthMiM^rl»Hi4ni^b$ fa^e jufUy giyen £»v» 
colour to fuipicion ; and iiii rempving all, iexcep( h]«. 
own emtflaries, from about thfi icing, ftill farther ma^ 
oreafed the diftri;ifts 4^ the people, Northumbciv 
I^nd, bo^weyer^ was ng ivay un^oafy at their mur^ 
Hilars i be was aiSiduous in b^ attendptnce upon tfap 
icing, and profefled the mqft amujQus coQcern far biit 
iafetyj but 0ilJ drove forwiu^d bi$ ciarliiig fipiteroeoff 
tran^ferodg tile fi«cce£oa IO':hi^ ovim da«ghicr-joc-^ 

Tbe fmctg king w^ ^in^A» hands iof m 
i|pqioi9i; ^imnafiai wbe Mmf <6«^4«n^ljr andoitodc 

/ bad 
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bad fympioms increafed to a moft violent degree % 
lie fek a diflkuky of fpeech and breathing; his pulfe 
foiled, bis legs (Welled, his colour became livid, and 
many other lymptoms appeared of his approaching 

end. He expired at Greenwich, in the fix- 
July 6, teenth year of his age, and the (eventh of his- /f€^J 
1553. reign, greatly regretted by all, as his early 

virtues gave a profpeft of the continuance. 
of m happy reign. 

.y^ C H A P.\ XXV.- / 

MA..RY. 

U PON the deiith of Edward, two candidatjer 
put in their pretenfions to the crown. Mary, . 
Henry's daughter by Catherine of Arragon, relying 
on the juftice of her cajufe ; and lady Jane Grer, be-- 
ing nominated in the late young king's^ wirf, and 
i*pon the fupport of the duke of Northumberland, . 
her father-in-law. Mary was ftrongly btgotted to^ 
the popifh fuperftitions^ having been bred up among 
ohurchmen, and having been even taut^ht to prefer, 
martyrdom to a denial of belief.- As me. had lived- 
iiixontinu:|l reftraint, (be was referved and gloomy ;- , ^ 
flie had, even during the life of her father,- the^refo- 
, kition ta maintain her fenthnents^ ?ind refufed to- 
comply with his^ new jnftitutions. Her zeal had 
tendered her furious \ and fhe was not only blindly / 
attached to her religious opinions, hue even to the 
jpopifli clergy who mair^rained them. On tbfe other 
band, Jane Grey was*flrongly attached to the re-' 
formers 5. and though yet but lixteen, her judgment . 
"Ibad attained to fuch a deeree of maturity, as few* 
have been found tor pofr3l:r AH 'Hifteriaris agree 
that the fdid^ty of her- lijidftrfhmdiijg, improved by- 
co^iuimdl iq^&c^ony jreiukted Jk«r the wodder ix^ 
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her age. " Jane, who was in a great meafure igno- 
rant of all the tranfa(ftions in her fiavouf, was ftrucR 
with equal grief and furprize when (lie received in- 
telligence or them. She (hed a flood of tears, ap- 
peared inconfolable, and it' was not without the 
utnioft difficulty that fhe yielded to the entreaties of 
Northumberland, and the duke her father. Orders 
were given alfo for proclaiming her throughout the 
kingdom ; but thefe were but very remifsly obeyed. 
When fhe was proclaimed in the city, the pepple 
heard her accefHqtt made public without any figns 
of pleafure, no applaufe. enfued, and fome even ex- 
prefTed their fcorn afld contempt. 

In the mean time Mary, who had retired, upon the . 
news of the king's- death, to Kennifig-Hall in Nor- 
foBc, fcnt circular letters to all the great towns and 
nobiKty in the kingdom, reminding them of her rights ^ 
and comm&ndingthem to proclaim her without delay. 
Her claim foott became irrefiftible ; in a little time 
Ihe found herfelf at the bead of forty thoufand mens 
while the few who attended Northumberland, con- 
iinued irrefolute; and he even feared to lead theni 
to the encounter. 

Lady Jane, thus fining thatall was lofl, religned 
her royalty, which fhe had held but ten days, with 
marks of real fatisfadtion, and. retired with ner mo- 
ther to their own habi tation .- Northumberland alfo». 
who found his affairs defperate^ arid that it was ini- 
poffible toftem the tide of popular oppoiition, at- 
tem{)ted to quit the kingdom j but he was prevented 
by the band of penfioner guards, who informed him 
that he muft ftay to juftify their conduiQ: in being led 
out a^infl their lawful fovereign. Thus circum- 
vented on all fides, he delivered himfblf up to Mary, 
and was loon after executed in a fummary way. 
Sentence was alfo pron^nced agamft lady Jane and 
lord Guilford, but without any intention for the 
prefentof puttkig it in«execittioiK ^"^ 

MarjF 
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Mary now enteired l^otkion^ zmi wkb. very litcte 

9nd p^ceably felled on ihe thraac. This was Z' 
fl^^fteru^ profpe^9 hut foon- this plet^g phantom 
ws^ diiiolved. Msu^ wds tnorofei and a bigot ; ILm; 
vw riefofvcd ta givj^ back thdr femief pewer to llie 
clergy; a.adth|i9tOiiG6 more to involiw the,kif^di>i&; 
ia aU th» korren it bad jiuft emerged from*. Gar* " 
dio&r, Tos^ftal) I^^? H^s^ and Ye%^ who had 
been confin^d^ or iuffeHi.,\Qffes far their Catholic 
•piiuoas, during the late reigns, were tal^en from 
prifpn, reinftated in their feefty ai^ their former feii-^ 
tences repealed. 

A parliamenl, which the queen called (ban after,, , 
{eexmd willing to concur in ail. her meafures ; tiusy^ 
at pne i>low repealed all the ftatutes with rega^id: t9% 
religion, which had pjaiTed during the reign (^ hct, 
predecefRxrs : fo tha^t the national reiigiq^ was asaift.. 
placed on tb^ fame footing on which it ^ood at the 
death of Henry, the Eighth* 

. While religion was Uius turmng toite prinutive: 
^ufea, the qm^en's miiulters, who were willing to i 
ftrengthen her power by a Catholic alliance^ had bseiiv 
^r fotme eioie }f[)9lcing.out for a proper .con£»rc ; they- 
jpitcbed upon PhiHpi po^itu^e of bfmn, ahd fe« to the 
celebrated (^hfui^es the Eifti). In ordec to avoid as 
much as poi^blfi any .dyi&gree^ie remonftrances 
from the people^ tl^ articles 6f marriage were drawn 
i^ favourable as poffible to the intereft^ and Ji^dbout 
of England i and this in fome ineafum. ftilled the 
clanK>ur& t^at ha^-^lready. been hegun againft it. 

The ^if^opteqts ^f tha people ro&i to Ikch a pitch . 
ihat an infurredH^^n, bea4sd by Sir Thomas Wya£,, 
jCMfeeededi butWyatbein^ma^^prifoner^^wasconK. 
denpied and 9;ce^'U|Qd, w^ k»n0. of his adherents. 

3ut wl^,e3fcited |hec^9i»f^tffion o£t 
4)f ali^ was |he e^eeutio«of .lady Jane Grey, and her' 
huiband lord GuiUi^iii £hidky» yihn w^re involved 
, ~ .in 



MARY. i6j 

ifl the >asHfiia)eiit» thCYi^ ao^ in eke ji^uilt, of tills 
if) Wre&to9« T vw» da]f& after Wyac was apprehend- 
ed, kdy Jane and her hufband were xirdo-ed to pr&-^ 
pare for death. Ladj Jane, who had long bdbm 
feen the threatenkig bkigiF, was no way forpriM at 
the mefl'^ge^ hut bore it with heroic refolution 9 and 
being infcNrmed that ihe had three -days tx> prepare^ 
fl»e fe^ned. (bfpleafed 9k (a loog a delay. On tbeday 
nf hereHecution herhuft)anddelired permiifion toiee 
heaci butthi^ file refofed, as 0ie knew the parting 
would be too tender for her ibrtitude^ta wLthttaixl. 
The ]dace atfirft defigned for their execution was 
without the Tewer ; but their youth^ beau^, ^nd 
innocence being likd^ to raife an infurre6lioh among 
the people^orders were given that they fiioukl be ex- 
ecuted within the verge of the Toswer. Lord Dud- 
ley was the Mk who fuffei^d : and while the lady Jane 
was concluding to the place of execution, the officers 
of the Tower met her, bearing along the headleft 
body of her huiband ftreansing with bk)od, in order 
tobe interred m die Tower^hapeL Sb€ looked on 
the corps for foj»e tine wkho«t any emotion ; and 
tben» with a figh, defired them to proceed. On tte 
fcafiold ihe made a ^ech, in which 4i<b- aliedged 
that her offence was not the having laid her hand 
upon the crown, but the not rejedling it withfu^- 
deotco&ftancy $ that ^ had lef$ erred throogh am^ 
bttion^an filial obedience; and Ihe vnlliiigly ac^ 
cepted death ^ the only atoaement ihe could oiake 
to t^e i£t|itred ftaite; and was ready by her poniib- 
mient to ihew, that . innocence is no plea in excufe 
for deeds that tend to inji^re the cotnni unity. ; After 
^leaking to this ef&A, ihe caufed herieifWbe dtf- 
robedi;^ her woman^ and with a fteady^ fertne. 
couf^tenance^ fubiuttc^^to the execntiMef.^ 

At the head.of^ihofe wbfrd^rove thefe violent mea- 

fiires forward were'Qai^iiaeri'bifliop of Wl«che#ei:, 

and carditiai l^otis^ who \9^s now reittf%^4^'om 

* • - Italy, 
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Italy. Pole, who was nearly allied by larth to the 
royal family, had always confcientiouAy adhered to 
the Catholic religion, ai^d had incurred Henry's dif- 
pleafure, not only by refufing.to aflent to his mea«- 
fures, but by wndng againft him. It was for this 
acberence, that .he was cherifhed by the pope,, and- 
now fent over to £nglaad as legatte from the holy fee. . 
Gardiner was a man of a very different chara£^er; . 
hb chief aim was to pleafe the reigning prince, and 
he had fhewn already many, inftanc^s of iiis prudent 
•onformity. ' 

A perfecution therefore began by the martyrdom = 
of HoGfKr, bifhop of Glpucelter, and Rogers, pre*» 
bendary of St, Paul's. They, were examined by..- 
commiffioners appointed by the queen, with the 
chancellor at Jiie head of them. 
' Saunders and Taylor, two other clergymen, whofe 
zeal had been diftinguilhed in carrying on th^refoc- 
mation,.were the next who fufFered,. Bonner, bi»- 
fhop of London, bloated at once with rage and lux- 
ury, let loofc his vengeance without reftraint; and . 
feemed to take a..ple»fure in the pains of the ui>hap- . 
py fufferers j .while.the queen, by her letters, exhort- 
ed him topurfuf the pious work without pity ojrJn.- 
terrnption. Soon. after, in. obedience to her com- 
mands, Eidley, bifhop of London, s^id. the venerable 
Latimer, bifliop of Worceiler, were condoned to- 
gether, Ridley had been one of the ableft champi*. 
ons for the reformation j his piety, . learning, and fo- 
lidlty of judgment, were admired by his friends, and, 
dreaded by his enemies, Thanight before his exe* 
cution,.he invited the mayor of Oxford and his wife 
to fee him J a_nd when, he beheM them melted into 
tears,Jhe him&lf appeared quite unmoved, inwardly , 
fupported and comforted in that hour of agony. 
When be was brought to the-ftake to be burnt, be 
found his old friend Latkaer tkere before him. Of, 
aU the prelates of that age, Latimer, was ^ moft re.* 

markabje' 
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markable for his unafFe£ted piety; and the fimplicity 
^f his'inanners. He had never learned to flatter in 
courts ; iind his open rebuke was dreaded by all the 
great, who at that time too much deferred it. His 
fermons, which remain to ^is day, fliew that he 
had mudi learning and much wit;^ and there is an 
air of fincerity running through, them, not to be 
found elfewhere. When Ridley began to comfort his 
ancient friaid, Latimer, on his part« was as ready to 
return the kind officer Be of good cheer, fa^Ker, 
cried he, weihall this day kindle fucb a torch in Eng- 
land, as, I tnift in God, fhall never be extinguifliad/* 
A furious bigot afcended to preach to them and the 
people, while the, fire was preparing and Ridley 
gave a moft ferious attention to his difcouife. No 
way diftra6led by' the preparations about him, he 
heard him to the laft ; and then told him that he 

. was ready to anfwer all that he had preached upon, 
if he were pennitted a fhort indulgence; but this 
was refufed him. At length fire was fet to the pile ; 
Latimer was foon out of pain, but Ridley continued* 
to fufier much ionger, his legs being confumed be* 
jfore the fire reached his vitals. 

Cranmer's death followed foon after, and ftruck 
the 'whole nation with horror. His love of life had 
formerly prevailed. In an unguarded moment he 

^ was. induced to fign a paper condemning the refor- 
. m&tion, and now his enemies, as we are told of the 
devil, after having rendered him completely wretch- 
ed, refolved to deltroy him. Being led to the ftake, 
and the fire beginning to be kindled round him, he 
ftretched forth his right hand, and held it in the flames 
till it was confumed, wtile he frequently cried out 
in the midft of his fulFerings, " That unworthy 

, hand!" at the fame time exhibiting no appearance 
of pain or diforder* When the fire attacked his body 
he feemed to be c^uite infenfible of his tortures; his 
mind was occupied wholly upon the hopes of a fm- 

turc 
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(lire reward. After his body was deftrdyvd, his heart 
was foond entire s ^ui emblem of the conftimcy with^ 
which he fuffered. J 

It was computed that during ^is perfectttion^ two 
hMndred and reventy-feven pei-fons ft^red by firey! 
belides rhoTe pnnifl^ by hnprtfonment, imes, and 
cohfifcations« Amongldiofe who fuffered by fire, 
were five biibops, twenty-^one clergymen, eight lar 
sentltineti) ei^Uy-four tradefmen', one faundFcd hu^ 
landmen, fifty-five women, and fowrchildten. All 
d)is.was terrible; and yet the temporal afi^aics of the 
kingdom did not feem to be more iuccefsful. 

Calais, that had now for above two hnn* 
A* D% dred years been in the pofTeffion of 4he Eag-- 
1557. liih, were attacked^ and by a fudden nnex* 
pe£ked afitiuh, being blocked up on every fi4<% 
was obliged to capitulate ; fo that in lefe then eight 
days the duke of Guife recovered a city that had been 
in pofteflion of the Englifh fince the time of Edward 
the Third, and which he had fpent eleven months 
in beficging. This lofs filled the whole kingdom 
with murmurs, and the queen with difpair; {he 
>^s heard to fay, that when dead the name of Ca* 
lais would be found engravea on her heart- 

Thefe complicated evik, a murmuring people, an 
ihcreafing herefy, a difdainful huiband, and an un** 
iuccefsful war, made dreadful depredations on Mary's 
^ conftitution. She began to appear confumptive, and , 
this rendered her mind fiill more morofe andbigotted. 
The people now therefore began to turn diei r thoughts 
to her fuecefibr ; and the princefs Elizabeth came into 
a greater degree of confideration than before. 

Mary had been Jong ia a very dcclinigg\ftate,of 
health ; arid having niifial&ea her dropfy for a preg- 
-nancy, fhe made ufe of an improper regimen^, which 
had increafed the diforder. Every reflexion now 
-tormented her. The cSnfcioufiiefs of beiag deipifed 
iiy her 'fabjeds, and the prc^fl of Elizabeth's fuc«> 

ceffion, 
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oeffimii y^Amm^&i^ hated ; «U Atk preyed upoo hen 
mind, a2!kd threw her into a Img^ing fiever, of whkk 
4tkc ttied, after a fhort and tinfoitiinafte reign of five 
years, four snontfas^ and eleven da js, in die 'forty- 
dnrd.yesu* of lier age. 

CHAP: XXVI. 
ELIZABETH. 

IMOTHING coidd exceed tiie joy that 
was difFufed timong the people upon the ac* A t). 
ceffion <^ Elicabeth, who now eame to the 1558. 
throne without any oppofidoo, ^ 

This favourite of the people, from the beginning, 
xefolved upon reforming the church, even while (he 
^was held in the conftraints of a pfifon ; and now up* 
oh coming to the crdwn, ihe immediately fet about 
it. A parliament foon after completed what th^ pre* 
rogative had begun 5 aft after zSt was paffed in fa^ 
vour of the reformrvtioji ; and In a fingle feffion the 
form of religion was eftablifbed as we atprefeut have 
the happiitefs to enjoy it, 

A ftate of permanent felicity is not to be expected 
here; and Mary Stuart, commonly called Mary 
.queen of Scots, was the firft perfon who excited the 
fears or the refentment of Elizabeth, Henry the 
Seventh had married his eldeft daughter, Margaref, 
to James, king of Scotland, who dying left no iffue 
that came to maturity except Mary, afterwards fur- 
named Queen of Scots. At a very early age this prin- 
cefs, being poflefTed of every accomptifliment of per- 
son and mmd> was married to Francis the dauphin of 
France, who dymg, left her a widow at the age of 
nineteen. Upon the death of Francis, Mary, the 
Wid<5W, ftill feemed difpofed to keep up the titJe; 
hut iiiKJing hetfelf expofed to the pejfecution of the 

dowager 
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dows^er queen, \eho now began to tike the lead in 
France, me returned home to Scotland, where ihe 
found the people ftrongly imprefTed with the globnay 
enduifiafin of the times. A difference in reiigkm. 
between the fovereign and the peojsle is ever produc- 
tive of bad eiFe^s i fince it is apt to produce con- 
tempt on the one fide, and jealoufy on the odier. 
Mary could not avoid regarding the four manners of 
the reformed clergy, who now oore fw?iy among the 
Scotch, without a mixture of ridicule and hatred ; 
while they, c)n the other hand, could npt look tamely 
on the gaities and levities which fhe introduced 
among them, without abhorreiice and refentment. 
Thejealoufy thus excited, began evefy day to grow 
ftronger j the clergy waited only for iome indifcre- 
tion in the queen to fly out into open oppofltibn ; and 
her in<^Tcretion but too foon gave then fufficient op- 
pwtunity, 

Mary, upon her return, had married the earl of 
Darnley; but having been dazzled by the pleafing 
exterior of her new lover, fhe had entirely forgot to 
look to the accompHlhments pf his mind. Darnley, 
was but a weak and ignorant nian i violent, yet va- 
riable in his enterprifes; infolent, yet credulous, and 
eafily governed by flatterers. She foon, therefore, 
began to convert her admiration into difguft : and 
Darnley, enraged at her increafing.coldnefs, pointed 
his vengeance againfl: every perfon he fuppofed the 
cai'.fe of this change in her (entiments and behaviour. 

There was then in the court one David Ri^^io, the 
fon of a mufician at Turin, himfelf a muflci^n^ whom 
Mary took into her confidence. She confulted him 
on all occafions j no favours could be obtained but 
by his interceflion, and all fuitors werefirft obliged 
to gain Rizzio to^ their intereft, by prefents or by 
flattery. It was eafy to perfuade a man of Darnley's 
jealous uxurious temper that Rizzio was the perfon 
who had eftranged the queents affeflions .from him ; 

and 



EL I Z A B E T H. 169 

atid a furmife once conceived became to him a cer- 
, tainty. He foon therefore confulted with feme lord% 
of his party, who accompanying him into- the 
queen's apartment^ where Rizaio then was, they 
dragged him into the anti-chamber, where he was 
d-ifpacched with fifty-fix wounds ; the unhappy prin- 
C^fs continuing her lamentations, while they were, 
perpetrating their horrid intent. Being informed 
however of his fate, Mary at once dried her tears, 
and faid, (he would weep no more/ for fhe* would 
now think of revenge. 

She therefore concealed her refentment, and fb far 
impofed upon Darnley, her hufband, that he put 
himfelf under her proteftion, and foon after attend- 
ed her to Edinburgh, where he was told the place* 
would be favourable to his declining health. Mary 
lived m the palace of Holyrood-houfe ; but as the 
fituation of that .place was low, and the concourfe 
'of perfbns about the court neccflariiy attended w^ith 
-noife, which might difturb him in his pref«?nt infirm 
ftate, file fitted up an apartment for him in a folitary 
houfe 'at fome difl^nce, called the Kirk of Field. 
Mary there gave him marks of kindnels and attach- 
ment ; (he converfed cordially with hrm, and flic 
Hy (b>ne nights in a room under him. It was on 
the ninth of February that flie told him that (he 
would pafs that night in the palace, becaufe the 
marriage of one of her fervaPits i^'as to be there 
Celebrated in her prcfence. But dreadful confc- 
quences cnfucd. About two o'clock in the morn- 
ing the whole city was much alarmed at hearing a 
p^r^.at ndife; the houfe in v/hich Darnley lay was 
blown up with gunpowder. His d^ad body was found 
at fome diftance jn a neighbouring field, but without 
any markf? of violence or contgfion. No doubt could 
be entertained but that Darnley was murdered j and, 
ibc general fufpicion fell upon Bothv/eli, a perfon 
lately taken into Mary's ftivoui', as the perpetrator. 
I ■' One 
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One crime led on to another j Bothwell, though 
accuicd of beinj^ ftained with the hufb'and's blood, 
though univerfallv odioujs to the people, had the con- ' 
iidence, while Marv was on her way to Stirling, on 
a vifit to her fon, to feize her at the head of a body 
of eight hundred horfe, and to carry her to Dunbar, 
where he forcod her to yield to his purpofes. It was 
•hen thought by the people that the meafure of his 
crimes was complete; and that he who was fup- 
pofed to kill the queen's hufband, and to have offer- 
ed violence to her perfon, could expe6l no mercy; 
but they were aftonilhed upon finding, inftead of 
Jifgrace, that Bothwell was taken into more than 
former favour ; and to crown all, that he waa mar- 
ried to Mary, having divorced his pwn wife to pro- 
cure this union. 

'.This was a fatal alliance to M ry ;. and the people 
were now wound up by .the complication of her guilt, 
to pay very little deference to her authority. An aflb- 
ciation was formed that took Mivry prifoner, and fent 
her into confinement to the caftle of Lochleven, fitu- 
ated in a lake of that name, v/here (he fuffered all the . 
fcverities of an unkind keeper, and an unbraiding 
confcience, with a feeling heart. 

The calamities of the great, even though juflly 
deferved, feldom fail >of creating pity, and procuring 
frieiid$. Mary, by her charms and promifes, had en- 

faged a young gentleman, whofc namb was George 
)ouglas, to aflilt her in efcaping from the place where 
{he was confined ; and this he effcGed, by conveying 
her in ^lifguife in a Tmall boat rowed by himfelf 
a-fhore. It was now that the nev/s of her enlarge- 
ment being fpread abroad, all the loyalty of the peo- 
ple feemed to revive once more, and in a few days, 
fte faw herfelf at the head of fix thoufand meri. 

A battle was fought at Langfide, near "Glafgow, 
which was entirely decifive againft her, and now be- 
iOg totally ruined, jQbe fled fouthwards from the field 

of 
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of battfe with great, precipitation, and came 

with a few attendants to the "borders of Eng- *A. D^ 

land, where fee hoped for protection from 1568. 

Elizabeth, who inftead of proteSing,' ordered 

her to be put into conHnement, yet treated her with 

all proper marks of refpedt. 

. She was accordingly fen t to Tutburycaflle,in the 
county of Stafford, and put under the cuftody of the 

^ carl of Shrewfbury ; when fhe had hopes given hor 
of one day coming into favour, and tliat unlefs her 
own bbftinacy prevented, an accominodation i^ighjt 
at laft takeplace^ 

The duke of Norfolk was the only peer who enjoys 
ed that higheil title of ndbiliry in England) and th« 

N qualities of his mind correfpond^'d to his high ftati- 
on. Beneficent, affable, and generous^ he had ac- 
quired the affedlions of the people i and yet from his 
moderation, he had never alarmed the jealoufy of 
the fovertign. He was. at this time a widower,^ and 
being of a fuitable age, to efpouie the queen of Scots, 
her own attra(£iions, as well as his intereilsy mad« 
himdcfirous of the match, Elizabeth however dread* 
cd fuch a union, and the duke was foon after mad* 
prifoncr, and feiU to the Tower. Upon his rcleafe- 
njent from' thence new projects were fet on foot by 
the enemies of the queen and the reformed 1 el igion^ 
fecretly fomented by Rodolpiii, an inftruxnentof th^ 
court of Rome, and the biib >p of Rofs, M<*ry*s mi- 
nifter in England, It was concerted by them, that 
Norfolk fboujd renew his dcfig:>s upon Mary, and 
riiife her to the throne^ to which it was prob^iDle be 
was prompted by paffion as well ^ intereft j and 

- this nobleman entering into their fchemes, he from 

. being at firfl only ambitioys, now became criminal. 
His fcrvants were brought to make a full coafeffioa 
of their mafter's guilt ^ and the biihop of R >fsfooa 
after> finding the whole difcovered,. did not fcruple 
t^Ci^grm their ceftimony. The duke was inftandj 
I 2 cpmmttted 
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committed to the Tower, and ordered to prepare"for 
his trial. A jury of twenty-five peers unanimoufly 
paffed fenteiice upon him.; arid the queen, four 
months after, rel«(9:antly figncd the warrant for his 
ekeeution. He died with great calmnefs and con- 
ftancy ; and though he cleared himfelf of any dif- 
loyol intention againft the queen's authority, he ac- 
knowledged the juftice of the fcntence by which he 
fiiffered. 

' Thefe confpiracles ferved to prepare the way for . 
Mary's ruin, whofe greateft misfbrtttnes proceeded 
rather from the violence of her friends, than the mav' 
lignity of her enemies. Elizabeth's minifters had 
long been waiting for fome fignal inftance of the cap- • 
tive queen's enmity, which they couid eafily convert 
iutotreafon*, and this was not long wanting. About 
this time one John Ballard, a popifli prieft^ 
A 'D. who had been bred in the EngJifk feminary 
1586. at Rhtrims, r^olved to com pal's the death of 
the queen, whbm he confidered as the enemy 
of hs religion; and with that gloomy refolutioa 
came over to England in the difguife of a foldier,' 
with the aflamed name of Captain ForteCcue. He 
bent his endeavours to bring about at once the project 
of an affaffination, an lnfurrfc<Si:ion, and an invafionr 
Tii3 firrt perfon he addreffedhtmfelf to, was Anthony 
Babington, of Dethick, in the county of Derby, a 
young gentleman of good family, and poffeiftd of a 
very plentiful fortune. This perfon had long been' 
remarkable for his zeal in the Catholic caufe,and in 
particular for his attachment to the captive queen* 
He therefore came readily into the plot, and procur- 
ed the eonturrence and aiEftance of fome other affo- 
ciates in this dangerous undertaking. The next ftep 
was to apprife Mary of the coiifpiracy formed in her 
favour, and this they effeaed by conveying theirlet- 
ters to her by means of a brewer who fuppiied the fa- 
mily wkh ale, through a chink m the- wall-Df her 

apartment. 
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' apartment. In thefe Babington informed her of ade- 
fignlaidfora foreign invalion^ the plan of an inftir- 
f^ftion at home, the fcheme for her delivery^ and 
^e confpiracy for aflaffinating the ufiirper by fix no- 
ble gentlemen, as he termed them, all of them"*his 
private friends', who,, from the zeal which they bore 
the Catholif? caufe, and her majefty*s fcrvice, would 
-_ undertake the tragical execution. To this Mary re- 
plied, that fhe approved highly of the defign ; that 
the gentlemen might expccS all the rewards which it 
fhould be ever in her powei' to confer ;. and that the 
death of Elizabeth was a ncceffary circumftance, 
previous to any further attempts, either for her de- 
livery, or the intended infurrecSion.. 
- The plot being thus ripe for execirtion, and the 
evidence againft the confpirators inconteftiblc, Wal- 
fingham, who was privately informed of all, refolv- 
ed to ftifpend their punifliment no longer* A war- 
-rant was accordingly ifTuedoutfor the apprehending 
of Babin^on and the reft of the confpirators, who 
covered themfelves with various djfguifes, and en- 
deavoured to keep themfelves concealed. But they 
were *fbon "difeovercJ; thrown into prifon, and 
bj^ought to trial. In their examination they contra- 
difted each other, and the leaders were obliged to 
make a full confe^ion of the truth. Fourteen were^ 
condemned and executed^ kwtn of whom died, ac* 
knowledging their crime. 

The execution of thefe wretched men only prepar- 
ed the way for one of ftill greater importance, in 
which a captive queen was to fubmit to theunjuft 
decifions of thofe who had no right, but that of 
pov^^er, to condemn her. 

Accordingly a commiffion was iffued to forty 
peers, with five judges, or the major p^rt of them, 
to try and pafs fentence upon Mary, daughter and 
heir of James the Fifth, king of Scotland^ common- 
ly called Qiieen of Scots, and Dowager of France. 
1 3 Thirty-fix 
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Thirty-fix of thefe commiffioners arriv- 
Nov. II, ing at the cafiic of Fotheringay^ prefented 

1580. her with a letter from £}i£abeth> com- 
manding her to fubmit to a triaf, for her 
ImIc conlpiracy. The principal charge againft her 
yns urged by fcrjeant Gaudy, who accufed her with 
knowing, approving, and coiifenting to Babington's 
confpiracy. This charge was fupported by Babing- 
ton's confeffion, and the copies whicl^ were taken of 
their correfpondence, in which her approbation of 
tiie queen's murder was exprefsly declared. 

V^hatever might have been this queen's offences, ' 
it is certain that her treatment was very fevere. She 
defired to be put in poii'eflion of fuch.iK)tes as (he 
had taken prepiarative to her trial ; but this was re- 
fuiedher. She demanded a copy of her proteft; but 
her requeft vias not complied with: me even re- 
quired an advocate to plead her caufe againft fo ma- 
ny learned lawyers, as hrd undertaken to urge her 
accufetions, biitaH her demands were reje^d; and, 
after an adjournment for fome days, fentence of death 
was pronounced againft her In the Star-chamber in 
Weftminfter, all the commiflioners except two be- 
^ ing prefent. 

Whether Elizabeth was really fmd^re in her appa- 
rent relu(5iance to execute Mary, is a,queftion which, 
though ufualiy given againft her, I will not take up- 
on me to determine. Certainly there were great arts 
ufed by her courtiers to determine her to the fide of 
feverity ; as tliey had every thing to fear fron\ the 
refentmeot of Mary, in cafe (he ever fucceeded to the 
throne. 'Ac«»rdingly the kingdom was now filled 
*with rumours of plot?, treafons and infurreftions i 
tind the queen was continually kept iii alarm by fi£ki- 
,tious danger^ She, . therefore, appeared to be in 
great terror and perplexity j fhe was obferved to fit 
much alone, and to mutter to herfelf half (entences, 
' importing the difficulty and diftrefs to which (he was 

reduced* 
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reduced.' In this . fituation, flie oni day called 
her- fccretary, Davifon, whom ftc ordc ed to draw 
out fecrttly the warrant for Mary's execution, in- 
fof fixing hip^., that Qie intended to keep it hv her m 
cafe any attempts (hould be made for the delivery of 
that prlncefs. She figned the Warrant, and then 
comrranded it to be carried to the chancellor to 
have the. ieal affixed to it. Next moiining, how- 
ever, ftic fent two gentlemen fucceffively to de fire 
that Davifon would nor go to' the chancellor, untQ 
(be (hould fee him;, but Davifon telling her that the 
warrant had been already fealed, (he feemed dil^ 
pleafed at his precipitation. Davtfon, who probably 
wiihed himfelf to fee the fentence executed, laid the 
affair before the council, who unnnimoufly refolved, 
that the waurant (hould be immediately put in exe- 
cution, and promifcd to juftify Davifon to the queen. 
Accordingly, the fatal inftrumcnt was delivered to 
Beale, who fummoned the noblemen to whom it • 
was direded, naiiiely, the earls of Shrewlbury, 
Der&r, Kent, and Cumberland, and thefe togc-, 
ther fet out for Fotheringay Caftle, accompanied 
by two executioners to difpatch thdir bloody com- 
fni(fioh/ ' 

Mary heard of the arrival of her executioners, 
who had ordered her to prepare for death by eight 
o'clock the next morning. 

Eirly on the fatal morning (he drefled herfelf in a 
rich habit of filk and velvet, the only one which (he 
had referved for this folemn occafion. Thomas An** 
drews, the under-(herifF of the county, then entering 
the room, he informed her that the hour was come^ 
acdthat he muft attend her to the place of execution. 
She replied, that (he was ready ; and bidding her 
fervents farewell, (he proceeded, fupported by twa 
of her guardf, dnd followed the (heriff with a ferene 
cbmpofed afpeft, with a long veil of linen on her 
head> sCnd'in her hand a crucifix of ivory.. 

I ^ Sh^ 
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She then pafled into another hall, the noblemen ami 
the (heriff going before, and Melvill^ hermafterof 

. the houfehold, bearing up her train ; where was a 
fcafFold erecled and covered with black. As foor as- 
thc was feated, Bcale began to read the warrant for 
her execution. ' Then Fletcher, dean of Peterbo- 
rough, {landing without the rails, repeated n long 
exhortation, which (he defired him to forbear, as ft^ 
was firmly refolved to die in the Catholic religion. 
The room was crowded with fpedlators, who beheld 
l^er with pity and diftrefs, while her beauty, thou^ 
dimmgd by age and afHi^lion, gleamed through her 
fufFerings, and was ftill remarkable in this fhtal mo- 
ment* The two executioners kneeling, and afking 
her pardon^ flie faid file forgave ihem and all the 
authors of her death, as freely as fhe hoped forgi%^e- 
ntfs from her Maker, and then once more made a fo* 
Icmn proteftation of her uinocence. Her eyes were. 
then covered with a Tnien handkerchief; and ihe laid 
hef felf down without any fear or trepidation. Then 

.reciting a pfalm, and repeating a pious ejaculation,* 
her head was fevered from her body, at two ftrokes, 
by the executioner. In contemplating the contenti- 
ons of mankind, we find almoft ever both fides cuU 
pable; Mary, who v\^as ftained with crimes tliatde- 
itrved puniihment, was put to death by a princefe 
who had no juftpretenfions to infiiftpunillii-nent on 

, her equal. 

In the mean, time. Philip, king of Spain, who had 
long meditated the deftrudb'pnof England, and whofe 
extenfiye power gave him grounds to hope for/uc- 
cefs, now began to.'put his projects into execution* 
The point on which he refted his glory, and the per- 
petual objeft, of his fchemes^ was to fupport the Ca*- 
tholic religion, and exterminate . the reformation. 
The revolt of his fubje£l:s in the Netherlands llill 
cnore inflamed his refentment againft the EjiglifiH 
as theyliad encouraged that infurre^Sion, and aifiil- 

'ed 
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ed'the revoltcrs. He had, therefore, for fome time 
teen making preparations to attack England bya 
powerful invafion ; and now every part of his vaft 
empire refonnded with the noife ot armaments, and 
every art was ufed to levy fupplies for that great de^ 
fign. The Marquis of Santa Crdce, a fea officer of 
great reputation and experience, was deftined to coms- 
mahd the fleet, which confifted of ' a hundred and 
thirty veffehof a greater fize than any that had been 
hitherto ifeen in Europe. The duke of Parma was to 
C3ondu6l the Idnd forces, twenty thoufand of whom 
were on board the fleet, and thirty-four thoufand 
more were affemhJed in the Netherlands, ready to bfe 
tranfported into England; no doubt was entertained 
of this fleet's fuccefs, and it was oftentatioufly ftiled 
the Invincible Armada.' 

-Nothing could exceed the terror and confternation* 
which all ranks of people felt in England, upon news 
of this terrible Armada being under fail to invade 
them. — A fleet of not above thirty fhipsof war, and 
thofe very fmall in cdmparifon, was all that was to 
c^pofe it by fea ; and as for refitting by land, *riiat 
was fupp^fed to be.impoifible, as the Spanifh army 
was compofed of men well difciplined, and long 
inured to danger. - 

Althou^'^h the Ehglifli -fleet 'was much inferior in 
number and fize of fliipping to that of the enemy^, 
yet it was much more manageable, the dexterity and 
courage of the mariners being greatly fuperior, Lord 
Howard of Effingham, a man of great courage and 
capacity, as Lord Admiral, took on him the com- - 
mand of the navy. Drake^ Hawkins, and Frobiflier, - 
the moft renowned feamen in Europe, ferved under 
him; while a fmall fquadrcn, confifting of forty vef-» 
f«ls, Englifb and Flemifli, commanded by lord Sey- 
mour, layoff Dunkirk, in order to intercept the duke ■ 
of Parma. This was the preparation made by th6 
Engliib, whil^ all the Protcftant powers of Eur^pS 
Is* regarded^ 
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regarded this enterpriie as the critical ^vent which 
was to decide for ever the fate of dieir religion. 

la the mean time, while the Spanifh Armada wa« 
preparing to fail, the admirsd Santa Croce died, as 
likewife the vice admiral Palaano ; and the command 
of the e^peditipif was given to the dake de Medina 
Sidonia, a perfon utterly unexperienced in fea affairs ; 
and this, in forae meafure, ferved to fruftrate the de- 
£gn. But fome other accidents alfo contributed to 
ks failure. Upon leaving the port ofLifbonthe 
Armada next day met with a violent tempeft, which 
funk feme of the fmalleft of their fbipping, and 
obliged the fleet to put back into harbour. After 
ibme time fpent in refitting, they again put to fea ; 
where they took'a fiiherman, who gave them the in-, 
telligence that the Englifli fleet, hearing of thedif* 
^periu>n of the Armada in a ftorm, was retired back^ 
to Plymouth harbour, and moft of the mariners dif- 
charged. From this falfe intelligence, the Spanifh 
admiral, Inftead of going diredl^ to the coafl: of 
Flanders, to take in the troops Rationed there, as he 
had been inftradcd, refolved to fail to Plymouth, 
and deft roy the fhipping laid up in that ^ harbour^ 
But Effingham, the En^ifli admiral, was very well 
prepared to receive them; he was juft got out of 
port when he faw the Spanifh Armada coming full 
iail towards him, difpded in the form of a half 
moon, and ftretching feven miles from one extre* 
mity to the other. However, the Engliifa admiral, 
fecouded by Drake, Hawkins, and Frobiflier, att£pkr 
ed the Armada at a diftance, pouring in their broad- 
fides with admirable"^ dexterity. Tbey did not chufe 
to engage the eneQiy more clofely, becaufe they were 
greatly inferior in the number of ihips, guos« and 
weight of metal ; nor could fhey pretend to board 
fuch lofty fhips without manifeft drfadvantage. 
However, two Spanifh galleons were difabled and 
$akea As the^ Aimada advanced up the Channel ' 

the 
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, the Englifh ftill followed andinfefted their rear 5 and 
their fleet continually incrcafing from different porti, 
they foon found themfelves in a capacity to attack 
the Spanifh feet more nearly ; and accordingly feU 
iipon them, while they were as yet taking flicker m 
the- port rf Calais To increafe* their confufion> 
Howard took eight of his fmaller (hips, and filling 
them with cumbuftible materials, fent them, as if 
they had been fire-(hips, one after the other, into the 
VMi^^ of the enemy. The Spaniards taking them for 
what they feeitied to be, immediately took flight i* 
great diforder 5 while the Engl ifli profiting by theic" 
panic, took or deftroyed about twelve of the enemy. 

This was a fatal blow to Spain : the duke de Me- 
dina Sidonia being thus driven to thecoaft of Zealand, 
hdd a council of war, in which it was rcfol^d, that 
as their ammunition began to fail, as their {hips had 
received great damage^ and the duke of Parma had 
cefofed fo venture hi$ army under their proteflion, 
they ihovild return to Spain by failing round the Ork*^ 
neys, as the winds were, contrary to his palTage di- 
redtly back* Accordingly, they proceeded north- 
ward,, and were followed by the Englifh fleet as far 
as Flamborough-heady where they were terribly 
(battered by a ftorm. Seventeen of the (hi^s, having 
five thoufand men on board,, were afterwards caff 
away on the wcftern ifles, and the coaft of Ireland*. 
Of the whde Armada^ three-and-fifty (hips only re- 
turned to Spain in a miferable condition ; and the 

, feamen as well as foldiers who remained, only ferv- 
ed, by their accounts, to intimidate their country-: 
men from attempting to renew fo dangerous an ex* 

' pedition. 

From being invaded, the Englifh, in their turn^ 
attacked the Spaniards. Of thofe who made themoft 
iignal figure in the depredations upon Spain was the 
young earl of EfTex, a nobleman of great bravery, ge- 
tterofity, and genius j and fitted^ not only for the fore- 
mod 
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moft ranks in war by his valour, but to C(»idu€ltbe 
intrigues of a court by his eloquence and addrefs. in 
allthemafques which were then performed, theeari 
and Elizabeth were generally coupled as partners ; 
and although ihe was alinoft fixty, and he iwc hatf 
fo old, yet her vanity overlooked the diiparity 5 the 
world told her that fhe was youngy and flie berfelf 
was willing to thiilk fo. This young earl's interefts 
in the queen's afFedions, as nriay naturally be fuppof- 
cd, promoted his interefts in the ftatqj and he con- 
dueled all things at his difcretion. But young and 
unexperienced as he was, he at length began to fancy 
that the popularity he poflefTed, and the flatteries he 
received, were given to his merits, and not to his 
favour. In a debate before the queen between him 
and Burleigh, about the choice of a govcrnpr for Ire*-, 
land, he was fo heated in,th^ argument, that he cn^ 
tirely forgot both the rules and duties of civility. He 
turned hisback on the queen in a coi^emptuous man- 
ner, which fo provoked her refentmcnt, that (hein- 
ftantly gave him a box on the ear. Inftead of recol- 
leAing himfel/, and makihg the fubmiffions due td 
her fex and ftation, he clapped his hand to his fword; 
and fwore that he would not bear fuch ufage even from 
her father. This offence, though \^ry great, was 
overlooked by the queen ; her partiality was fopre-^ 
valent, that mere- in ila ted him in heT former favour, 
and her kindnefs feemed to have acquired new force 
from that Ihort interruption of anger and refentment 
The death alfo of his rival, lord Burleigh, which 
happened ftiortly after, feemed to confirm his power. 
At that time the, earl of Tyrone headed the rebellious 
natives of Ireland ; who, not yet thoroughly brouglot 
into fuhje6lion.to the Englifli,- took eyery opportuni- 
ty to make incur fions on the more civilized inha- 
bitants, and flew all they were able to overpower. 
To fubdue thcfe was. an employment that EfTex 

thought 
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thought worthy, of his amWtioh; nor were his ene- 
mies difpleafed at thus removing a man from court, 
where he obftruAed sdl their private aims of prefer- 
menf. But it ended in his ruin. 
' Inftead of attacking the enemy in their grand re- 
treat in Ulfter, he led his forces into the province of 
Munfter, where he only exhaufted his ftrength, and 
toft his opportunity againft a people who fubmitted 
'at his approach, but took up arms again when he re- 
tired. This ffliie of an enterprize, from which much 
was expedled, did not fail to provoke the queen mod 
fenfibly; and her anger was fl ill- niore heightened 
by the pecvifh and impatient letters, which he daily 
wrote to her and the council. But her refentmcnt 
againft him was ftillmore juftly let loofe, when (he^ 
found, that leaving the place of his appointment, 
and without any permiflion demanded or obtrjiicd, 
he had returned from Ireland to make his. complaints 
to herfelf in perfon. 

Though Elizabeth was juftly offended, yet 
he foon won upon her temper to pardon him. A, D. 
He was ordered to continue a prifoncJr in his 1600. 
f)wn houfe till the queen's further pleafure 
(hould be known, and it is probable that the difcre- 
tion of a few months might have relnftated him in 
all his former employments ; but the impetuofity of 
his chara^fter would not fuffer him to wait for a flow 
redrcfs of what he confidered as wrongs ; and the 
queen's refufing his requeft to continue him* in the 
poiTeffion of a lucrative monopoly of fvveet; v/ines^ 
which he had long enjoyed, fpurred him on to the 
moft violent and guilty meafures. Having long built 
with forid credulity on his great popularity, he be- 
gan to hope, from the affiftance of the giddy multj- 
nide, that revenge upon his enemies in the council, 
which he fuppofed was denied him firom the throne. 
His great dependence was upon the profeffions of 
the citizens of London, whofe fchemes of religion 

and 
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confpiracy. It is alledged upon this occafion, that 
he had ftrong hopes of pardon from the irrefolution 
which the queen feemed to difcover before fhe fign- 
ed the warrant for his execution. She had given 
him formeriy a ring, which fhe defired him to fend 
her in any emergency of this nature, and that it 
fhbuld procure his fafety and proteftion. This ring 
was aSually fcnt her by the counteft of Nqtting- 
ham, who being a concealed enemy to the unfortu- 
nate early never delivered it; while Elizabeth was 
fecretly fired at his obftinacy in making no applica- 
tion for mercy and forgivcnefs. The fa<ft is, fee 
appeared herfelf as much an objeXfc of pity, as the 
unfortunate nobleman (he was induced" to condemn. 
She figned the warrant for his execution, fhe coun- 
termanded it, fhe again refolved on his death, and 
again felt a new return cf tendcrnefs. At lafl fhe 
'gave her confent to his execution, and was never 
ken to enjoy one happy day more. 

With the death of her favourite EfTex, all Eliza* 
betVs pleafures feemed to expire; fhe afterwards 
went through the bufinefs of the (tatc merely from 
habit, but her fatisfactions were no more. Her dif- 
trefs was more than fufficient to deftroy the remains 
of her conftltution; and her end was now vifibly 
fcen to approach. Her voice fooi> after left- her^ 
file fell into a lethargic flumber, which continued 
fome hours, and fhe expired gently without agroan^ 
in the feventieth year of her age^ and the forty-fifth 
of her reign. Her character differed with her cir- 
cumflances; in the beginning flie was moderate- 
and humble: towards the end of her reign, haughty 
and fevere. Though fhe was poffelTed of exceiJcnt 
fenfe, yet fhe never had the difcernmentto di&over 
that file wanted beauty ; and to flatter her charitis 
at the age of fixty-five was the furefl road to her 
favour and efteem. . 

Bat 
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Bat whatever were her perfonal defects as a qneen, . 
ijie is ever to be remembered by the Engl ifti with 
gratitude. It is true, indeed, that flie carried her 
prerogative In parliament -to its higheft pitch ; fo that 
it was tacitly allowed in that aflembly, that fhe was 
above all laws, and could make and unmake them at 
* her pleafure; yet ftill* fhe was fo wife and good, as 
- feldom to exert that power which fhe claimed, and 
to enforce few a£ls of her prerogative,, which were 
^ not for the benefit of her people. It is true, in like 
n^anner, that the Englifh during*her reign were put 
in poffeiBon of no new or fplendid acquifitions ; but 
commerce was daily growing up among them, and 
the people began to find that the theatre of their 
' trueft conquefts was to be on the bofbqri of the ocean. 
A nation which hitherto had been the o%je£k of every " 
^nvafion, and a prey to everv plunderer, now afTert- 
ed its ftrength in turn, and became ten ible to its in- 
vaders^ The fuccefsful voyages of the Spaniards and 
Portuguefe began to excite their emulaticMi ; and they 
plann^ feveral expeditions for difcovcring a fhorter 
paflage to the Eaft Indies. The famous bir Walter 
Raleigh, unthout any afSftance from jgovernmenf, 
colonized New England, while internal commerce 
was making equal improvements ; and many Flem- 
ings, perfecuted in their native country, found, to- 
gether with their arts and induftry, an eafy afylum 
in England. Thus the whole ifland feemed as if 
rouzed from her long habits of barbarity ; arts, com^ 
ooerce, aad legiflation began to acquire new ftrength 
every day ; and fuch was the flate of learning at that 
time, that fome fix that period as the Auguftan age 
of England. Sir Walter Raleigh and Hooker are- 
' cjDufidered as amoogvthe firft improvers of our lariw 
. -guage,. Spenfer and Shakfpeare are too well known 
as poets to be praifcd here : but of all mankind, 
Francis Bacon, lord Verulani, who flourifhed in this 
;reign, dcferves, as a philofopher, the higheft ap- 

plaufe 
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plaufe; his ftyle is copiou<; and correS, and his wrtv 
IS only fuipafl'ed by his learning and penetration. If 
we look through hitbory, and confider the rife q£ 
kingdoms, we ihuU fcarce find an inftance of a peo- 
ple becoming, in fo fhort a time, ^ ife, poiverful, and 
happy. Libert}', it is true, ftiU' continued to fluc- 
tuate ; Elizabeth knew her own power, and ftretch^ 
cd it to the very verge of defpotifm ; but now that 
commerce was introduced, liberty foon after follow- 
ed ; for there never was a nation perfectly commer* 
ciidy that fltbmitced long to flavcry. 

CHAP. XXVIL 
, /JAMES i.y 

James, the Sixth of Scotland and d»e Firft of 
England, the fon of Mary, came to the throne Wkb 
the uaiverfal approbation of all orders of the ftate, 
fts in his perfon was united every claim that either 
defcent, bequeft, or parliamentary fanflion could 
confer. However, in the very beginning of his. 
reign a confpiracy wa^ feton foot, the particulars of 
which are but obfcurely related. It is feid to be be- 
gun by lord Grey, lord Cobham, and Sir Walter 
Raleigh, who were all condemned to die, but had 
their fentence mitigated by the king. Cobham and 
Grey were pardoned after they had laid their heads 
on the block. Raleigh was reprieved, but remained 
HI confinement many years afterwards, and at lafl: 
buffered for this offence, which was never proved. 

Mild as this monarch was in toleration, there was 
a projeiSt contrived in the very beginning of his reign 
for the re-eftablifliment of popery, which, were it not 
a fa(9: known ,to all the world, could fcarcely be cre- 
dited by polteriry. This was the gun-powder plot,, 
than which" a more horrid or terrible fcheme never 
entered into the human heart to conceive. 

. '^^C^ The 
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The Roman Catholics had cxpjeAei great favour 
and indulgence on the acceffion of James, both a&a^ 
defcendant of Mary,. a rigid CatlvDlic, and alfo Us 
hating Acwn fome partiality to that religion in his 
youth; but they foon difcovered their miftabe) and 
were at once furprSed and enraged to find James on 
all occafions to exprefs his refolution of ftriftly excr 
cuting the laws ena£ted againft themv and of perfe- 
vering in the condudl of his prcdecefl'pr. .This de- 
claration determiued them upon more dcfperate mea- 
furee , and they at length fc^med a refolution of de- 
ftroyrng the king and both houfes of parliament at a 
blow. The fchemc was firft^broached by Robert 
Catefby^ a gentleman of good parts and ancient fa- 
mily, who conceived that a train of gun-powder 
might be fo placed under the parliament houfe, as to 
blow up the king and all the members at once* 

How horrid foeyer the contrivance might appear, 
;€t every member feemed £uthful and fecret in the 
eaeue ; and about two months before the fitting of 
parliament, the^ hired a houfe in the name of P^fcy, 
adjoining to that in which the parliament v;^as to al- 
iemble. Their firft intention, was to bore a way un- 
der the parliament houfe, from that which they occu- 
pi^, and they fet thcmfelves laborioufly to the tafk; 
but when they had pierced the wall^ which was 
three .yards in thickneft, on approaching the other 
fide, they were furprifed to find that the houfe was 
vaulted underneath, and that a magazine of coals 
was ufually depofited there. From their difappoint- 
cncnt on this account they were foon relieved by in- 
formation that the coals were then felling oiF, and 
that the vaults would then be let to the higheft bidder. 
They therefore feized the opportunity of hiring the 
place, and bought the remaining quantity of coals 
withja'hich it was then ftored, as if for their own ufe. 
The next thing done was to convey thither thirty-fix 
barrels of gun-jowderi which had bc^n purchafed in 

Holland;- 
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Holfend ; and the whole was covered with the coals 
and with faggots brought for that purpofe. Then 
the doors of rhe cellar were, boldly thrown open,, 
and every body admitted, as if it contained nothing, 

; dangerous. 

Confident of fuccefs, they now began to pl^an the 

. remai*iing part of their projeft.. The king, the 
queen, and prince Henry, the king's eldeftfon, were: 

> all expelled to be prcfent at tlie opening of the parlia- 
ment. The king's fccond fon, by reafon of his 

. tender age, would be abfent, and it was refolved that 
P«rcy fhould feize or^fi'affinate him. » The prihcefs 
Elizabufh, a child likewife, was kept at lord Har- , 
rington's houfe, in Warwickfliirej. and Sir Edw'ard. 
Digby was to feize her, and immediately proclaim 
her queen. 

The day for the fitting of parliament iiow ap- 
proached. Never was treafon more fecret, or ruin 
more apparently inevitable; the hour wa$ expedleJ 
with impatience, and the confplrators gloried in their 
meditated guilt. The dreadful, fecret, though com^ 
municated to above twenty perfons, bad bgen religi- 
oufly kept during the fpace of near a year and a half;, 
when all the motives of piiy, jufticei, and fafety were 
too weak, a remorfe of private friendfhip faved the 

ikingdom. - 

Sir Henry Percy, one of the confpirators, conceiv- 
ed a defign of faving the life of lord Mounteagle, biS 
intimate friend and cornpanion, who alfo was of the- 

. fame perfuafion with himfelf. About ten- days be- 
fore the meeting of parliament, thisftoWeman, upon« 
his return to town, received a letter from a perfon. 
unknown, and delivered byx)ne who fled as foon as 
he had difcharged his meflage. The letter vvas to 
this effc6k : " My lord,., ftay. away fromi this .parlia- 
ment; for God and man have concurred to punifli. 
the wickednefs of the ti^nes. And think not flightly 
of this advertifement,, but retire yourfelf into yo«r 

■ ^ . county,. 
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county, where you may expect the event in fafety. 
For though there be no appeal ance of any ftir, yet I 

iay they will receive a terrible How this parliament; 
and yet they (hall not fee who hurts them. This 
council i« not to be contemned, bccaufe it may do 
yoHi good, and can do you no harm. For the danger 
h paft as foon as you have^ burned the letter." 

The contents of this myfterious letter Rirprifed and 
puzzled the nobleman to vvhom it was addrefled ; - 
arid though mclined to think it a foolifli attempt to 
affright and ridicule him, yet he judged it fofeft to 
carry it to lord Salifbiiry, fecretary of ftate. Lord 
Salifbury too was inclined to give little attention to 
it, yet thought proper to lay it before the king in 
council, who came to town a few days after. - None 
of the council were able to make. any thing of it, al- 
though it appeared ferlous and alarming. In the 
univerfal agitation between doubt and apprehenfion, 
the king was the firft who penetrated the meaning of 
this dark epiftle. He concluded that fome fudden 

.danger was preparing by gun-powder; and it v/aS 
thought advifeable to infpect all the vaults below the 
houfes of parliament. This care belonged to the 
earl of Suffolk, lord chamberlai.i, who pur- 

, pofely delayed the fearch till the day be- Nov. 5, 
fore the meetJi^g of parliament. He re- i6do. 
marked thofc great piles of faggots which 
lay in the vault under the houfe of p^ers, and feized 
a man preparing for the terrible enterprife, dreffed 
in a cloak and boots, and u dark lanthorn in his hand. 
This was was no other than Guy Fawkes, who had 
juff difpofed every part of the train for. its taking fire 
the next morning, the matches and other combufti- 
bles being found in his pockets. The whole of the 

- dcfign was now difcovere<l ; but the atrocioufnefs of 
hjs guilt, and the defpair of pardon, infpiring him 
with refolution, he told the officers of juftice, witH 
an undaunted air> that had he blown them and hiin- 

-. felf 
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fclf up together he had been happjr. Before the ^ 
council, he difplayed the fame intrepid firmnefs, mix- 
ed even with fcorn and difdain, rcfufing to difcover his 
afibciates, and fhewing no concern but for the fiikire 
of his ent>:rprife. But his bold fpirit wa$ at length 
fubdued ; being confined to the Tower for two or 
three days, and the rack juft {hewn him, his courage, 
fatigued with fo long an effort, at lad failed him, and 
he made a full difcovery of all his accomplices. - 

Catelby, Percy, and the confpirators who were in 
I/Ondcn, hearing that Fawkes was arreted, fled with 
all fpeed to Warwickfhire, where Sir Edward Digby, 
relying on the fuccefs of the plot, was already in 
arms. But the countiy foon began to take the 
alarm, and wherever they turned they fciind a fupe- 
rior force ready to oppofe them. In this exigence* 
befet on all fides, they refoived, to about the num- 
^ ber of eighty perfons, to fly no farther, but make a 
ftand at a houfe in Warwlckfliirc^ to defend it to 
the laft, and fell their lives as dearly poflible. But 
even this miferable confolation was denied them : a . 
fparlc of fire happening to fall air.ong feme gun-" 
powder that was laid to dry, it blew up, and fo maim- 
ed the piiiufpal contpirator?, that the furvivoys re- 
foived to open the gate, and fully cut againft the 
mulytude toat furrounded the houfe. Some were 
inftanily cut to pieces ; Cateiby, Percy, and Win- 
ter, (landiji^; back to back, fought long and ^dcfpe- 
rately, till in the end the two firil fell covered with 
wound?, and Winter was taken alive. Thofe who 
ijirvived the flaughter were tried and convidlcdj 
fevcral fell by the harxls of the exectjtioiier, and 
Others experienced the king's mercy. The Jcfui.ts, 
Garnet and Oldcorn, who were privy to the plot,, 
feitfered v/ith the reft; and> notwithftanding the 
atrocioufncfs of their treaiboy Garnet was coniider- 
ed by bis party as a martyr, and mir-acles were faid 
to- bav^ be£rn wrought by his blood* 

Th« 
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The fagacity with which the king firft dif- 
covered the plot, raifed the opinion of his A. D, 
wifdoni among the people j but the folly with 161 2. 
which he gave himfelf up to his favourites 
quickly undeceived the nation. In the firft rank of 
thefe flood Robert Carre, a youth of a good family 
in Scotland, who after having paiied fome time in 
his travels, arrived in London, at alx)at twenty yo^a 
of age. All his natural accompl (hments confiftcd ia 
^a pleafing vifage ; all his. acquired abilities, m an 
eafy and graccftl demeanor.. This youth was foon 
confidered as the moft rifing man at comt; he was 
knighted^ created Vifcount Roch fter, honoured 
with the order of the garter, made a privy- counfeJ- 
lor, and to laifc him to the hi. heft pitch of honour^ 
he was at Lft created Eaiji of So/ncrfer, 

This was an advancement which fome regarded 
with envy; but the wifer part of mankind looked 
upon it with contempt and ridicule, fenhble tl^^t un- 
grounded attachments are feld;)m of Ipng continu- 
ance. Some time after being accufed and convicted 
from private motives of poifoning Sir Thomas Over- 
bury in the Tower, he iell under the king's diiplea- 
fure, and being driven from court, fpent the remain- 
der of his life in- contempt and felf-convittion. 

But the. king had not been fo ii:nprovident as to 
part with one favourite until he Lad provided him- 
felf with anotner. This was George Villiers, a 
youth of cne-and-twenty, a younger brother of a 
good famdy, who was returned about that time from 
his travels, and whom the enemies of Somerfet had 
taken occafion to throw in the king's way, certain 
that his beauty and fafhionable manners would do 
the reft. Accordingly he had been placed at a 
comedy full in thei kind's view, and immediately 
caught the monarch's aftedbions. 

in the courle of a 'few years he created him vif- 
Goant Villiers^ earl, marquis, and duke of Bucking- 

haiiiy 
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ham, knijoht of the garter, matter of the horfe, chief 
jufticc in Kyrc, warden in the cinqiie ports, mafter of 
•the King's-bciich office, fte ward of VVcftminfter,con-* 
ftable of Windfor, and lord high admiral of England. • 

The; univerfal murmur which t'lefe foolifli attach- 
ments produced, was foon after heightened by an a£l 
of feverity, which ftill continues as the blackeft ftaiii 
upon this monai ch's memory. The brave and learn- 
ed Raleigh had been confined in the Tower almoft 
from the veiy beginning of James's accefEon, for a 
confpiracy which had never been proved againft 
him r and in that abotle of wretchednefs he wrote 
feveral valuable performances, which arc ftill in the 
highcft elleem. His long fufferings, and his inge- 
nious writings, had now turned the tide of popular 
opinion in his favour; and they who once dctefted 
the enemy of Kffcx, could not now help pitying the 
long captivity of rhis philofophical foldier. He him- 
fclf ftil| ftruggled for freedom ; and perhaps it was 
with this delire that he fpread the report of his hav- 
ing difcovercd a gold mine in Guiiiiui, which was 
fufficieiit to enrich, not only the adventurers who 
Ihouid feize it, but aftord immepife treafures to the 
nation. The king, either bc-lieving his aiJertions, 
or willing to fubjc-ct him to furchei diigrace, grant- 
ed him a commillion to try his fortune in queit of 
thefe golden (chemcs ; but ftill referved iiis former • 
fentence as a check, upon. his future behaviour, 

Raleic>-h was not long in making prepa.ations for 
this advciicure, which, from the faaguine manner in 
which he carried it on, r-any believe he thought to 
be as promifmg as he defcribed it. He bent his courfe 
to Guiana, arid remaining himfclf at the mouth of 
the river Oroonoco, with five of the largeft fhips, he 
fcnt the reU up the ftream, under the command of his 
fon and of Captain Keymis, a perfon entirely devoted 
to his intcreft. But inftead of a country abound- 
ing in gold, as the adventurers were taught to ex- 
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pe£t, th6|f &ui$<t the Spaniards had been warned 
of their apppoaQhy and were prepare^.in arnis t^ 
reecive t^^m. .Young Raleigh to encour^e his men^ 

ctrfled out chat ** That was the true mine^" meaning, 
the town of St. Thomas, ^hich he was approaching ; 
'^ and that none but fools looked f6r any other j'* 
but juft as ho was fpeaking, he received a fhot, of 
which he immediately expired. This was followed^, 
by another difappointmenr, fot when the Englilh 
took ppffeifion of the town^ they found nothing in it 
of anv value. 

Raleigh, in this forlorn fituation, found now that 
all his hopes were over; and faw his misfortune flill 
farther aggravated by the reproaches ofthofe whom 
he had uncrertaken to command! Nothing could be 

. more deplorable than his fituat'On, particularly when 
he was tbld that he muft be carried back to E-ngland- 
to anfwer for his condu6l to the king. It is pretended. 

* that he employed many artifices, firft to engage 
them to attack the Spanilh fettlements at a time of 
peace; and fiiiling of that, to make his efcapeinto 
France. But all thofe proving unfuccefsfal, ha was 
delivered into the king's hands, and ftriftly ejfatnined, 
as w^ll as his fellow-adventurers, before tl|e privy* 
Council. Count Gondemar, the SpanifhambafTador^ 
made heavy complaints againft the expedition ; and 
the king declared that Raleigh had exprefs orders to 
avoid all difputes and hoftilities againft the Spani- 
ards. Wherefore^ to give the court of Spain a- par- 
ticular inftance of his attachment^ he iigned the War* 
rant for his execution, not for the prefent oUbncc, 
but for his former confpiracy. This great man died 
wi^h the fame fortitude that he had leltrfied through 
life ; he obferved, as he felt the edge of the 4X, that ' 
it was a (harp but fure remedy a^iinft all evils; his 
harangue to the people was calm and eloqiient; and 
he laid his head down on the block with theutmoft 
indifference. 

' K. But 
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But there foon appeared very apparent re^- 
A. D. Tons for James's partiality to the court of 
l6i8. Spain. This monarch had entertained aa 
opinion which was pecidiar to himfel^ ^thai: 
in marrying his fon -Charles, the Prince of Wales, 
an V alliance below- that of royalty would he unworthy 
of nim ; ht therefore was obliged tofeek} either in the 
court of France or Spain, a fuitable match, and he 
was taught to think of the latter. Gondemar, who 
was ambaflador from that court, perceiving this 
weak monarch's partiality to a crowned head, made 
an offer of the fecond daughter of Spain to prince 
Charles ; and that he might render the temptation 
irrefiftible, be gave hopes of an immenfe fortune 
which (hould attend the princefs. Ho^^ever, this 
was a negociation that was not likely foon to be en4- 
edi and from the, time the idea was firft .ftarted, 
James faw five years elapfed without bringing the: 
treaty to any kind of concluiion* 

A delay of this kind was very difpleafing to the 
king, who had all along an ey^ on the great fortune 
of the princefs; nor was it jefs difagreeable to prince 
Charles, who, bred up with idea? ot romantic paffion, 
was in love without ever feeing the objeft of his^ af- 
fe£lions. In this general tedium of delay, a projedl 
entered the head of V illiers, whp had for fome years 
ruled the king with abfolute authority, ^hat was iit- 
ter to be?conceived,by the knight of a romance, than 
by a miaifter and a ftatefman. It was projefted that 
the prince fhpuld himfelf travel in difguife into Spain, 
and vifit the pri ncefs of that country in perfon. Buck- 
inghani, who wanted to ingratiate himfelf with the 
prince, oifored to be his-copipanipn ; and the king, 
whofe bufinefs it was,to check fo wild afcheme, gave 
his confent .t9 this Ijppeful propofal. Their adven- 
tures on .this ftrange projedl could fill nov'els; and 
have aft uajly been piade the fubjeft of many. 
^ Charles 
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Cbsnieswasthe knight^errant, and Buckingham was 
his 'fquirc. The match however broke offj for what 
reafon hiftorians do not affign j but if wennav cre- 
dit fhenovelifts of that time, the prince had already 
fixed his affeftions upon the daughter of Henly IV. 
of France, whom he married fliortly after. 

It may eafily be fuppofed that thefe mifmanage- 
m^nts were fcen and felt by the people. The houfe 
, of commons was by this time become quite unma- 
nageable ; the prodigality of James to his favourites, 
had made his neceiSties fo many, that he was con- 
tented to fell the different branches of his prerogative 
to the commons, one after the other, to procure fup- 
plies. In proportion as they perceived his wants, 
they found out new grievances : ai^d every grant of 
money was fure to come with a pcitition for redrefs. 
The ftruggles between him andnis parliament had 
been growing more and more violent every feffioni 
and the very laft advanced their pretenfions to fuch a 
degree, that be began to take the alarm j but thefe 
evils fell upon his fucceflbr, which the weakness of 
this monarch had contributed to give birth to. 

Thefe domeftic troubles were attended by others 
ftill more important in Germany, and which produc- 
ed in the end the moft dangerous efFedls. The king's 
cldeft daughter had been married to Frederic, the 
eledlor palatine of Germany ; and this prince revolt- 
ing againft the emperor Ferdinand the Second, W^s 
defeated in adecifive battle, -and obliged to take re- 
fuge in HoUand. His affinity to the Englifli crown, 
his misfortunes, but particularly the Proteftant reli- v 
gion, for which he had contended, were ftrong mo- 
tives for the people of England to wifli well to his 
caufe ; and frequent addrefies were fent from the 
commons to fpur up-James to take a part in the Ger- 
man conteft, and to replace the exile prince on the 
throne of his anceftors. James at firft attempted 
K 2 to 
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to wird off the misfortunes of his fon-in-latr 
A. D. by negociatiohs; hut thefe proving utte^^5^ in- 
1620. cflt<9ual, it was refolved at laft to refcue the 
palatinate ^frbm.th^ emperor by force of arms, 
JVccordingljwar was declared againft Spain and the 
t^mperor;' nxthoufendmen were fent over.into Hoi-' 
land, to affift pTince Maurice in his fchemes againft 
thofc powers : the people were every where elated at 
the courage of their king, and were fatisfied with 
any war which was to exterminate the.papifts. Thi« 
army was followed by another, confifting of twelve 
thoufand men, commanded by count Mansfeidt ; and 
=lhe court of France promifed its afliftaiiGe. But the 
£ngli(h w^e difappointed in all their views; the 
troops being embarked at 'Dover, upon failing to Ca- 
lais, they fbund no orders for their admiffion. After 
waiting in vain for fome time, they were obliged to 
•fail towards Zealand, where no proper meafures wpre 
yet concerted for thefr difembarkation. Mc:an 
while, a peftilential diftempcT crept in among the 
forces, fo long cocped up in narow veflels, half the 
.army died while on board, and the other' half 
•weakened by ficknefe, appeared too fmall a body to 
»march into the palatinate -, and thus ended this ill- 
concerted and fruitjefs expedition. 

Whether this misfortune had any effeft upon 
James's conftituti on is uncertain ; hut he was 
A. D. foon after feized with a tertian ague, which 
J 6^5- when his courtiers aflured him, f'vom the pro- 
verb, that it was health .for a king, he replied, 
that the proverb was meantfor a youjig king. After 
fome fits he found himlelf extremely weakened, and 
:fent for the prince, whom he exhca'ted to perfevere 
iritheProteltant religion; then preparing with de- 
cency and courage to meet his end, he expired, after 
a reign over England of twenty-*two jears, and iu 
the &:y-ninth year of his age, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX vim^ 

CHARLES ll. 

1/ EW princes ev^r afccnded a throne with: 
more appearent advantages thaa Charles j A. Dl 
and none ever, encountered more real diffi- 1625, 
culties, 

•Indeed, hevundertook the reigns of government 
with a fixed perfuafion that his popularity was fuihc^i- 
ent to carry every meafure. He had been loaded with 
a treaty for- defending the prince Palatine- his bro- 
ther-in-law, , in t;he late reign ; and the war declarei"^ 
for that purpofe was to be carried on with vigour in 
this. . But war was more eafily declared than lupplics 

S ranted, V After fome reluSance the conntmons voted' 
im tvva ffib'fidies ; a fura far from being fufficient • 
^0 fuppprt him in his intended equipment* 

Toiuppjy.the want of ^parliamentary aids^ Charles 
bad recourfe to fome of the ancient methods of ex- 
tortion, pra6lifed by^ fovereigns wheA inneceffitous 
circumiftances* That kind of tax called a Benevo- 
lence, was ordered to bb exadled, and privy feals were 
iffued accordingly. With this the people were oblig- 
ed, though reluvlantly, to comply >. is was in faft au- 
thorifed by many precedent; but no precedent wljat* 
foever could give a fandlicn to injullicCi 

After an inelFedlual expedition to Cadiz, another 
attempt was made to obtain fupplies in a more regu- 
lar and conftitutional manner than before*. ^ Another 
parliament was accordingly called } .and though fome 
fteps were taken to exclude the more popular leaders 
of thHaft houfe of commons,, by nominating them 
as iheriffs of counties, yet the prefent parliament 
feemed more refraftory tnaa the former. When the 
king laid before the houiie his neceifities,, and afked 
K3 • for 
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for a fupply, they voted bim only three fubiidies, 
which amounted to about a hondred and fixty thou- 
fand pounds 5 a Aim no way adequate to the impor- 
tance of the war, or the necefTities of the ftate. In 
order, therefore, to gain a fufiicient fupply, a com- 
miilion was openly granted to compound with the 
Catholics and -agree for a difpenfation of the penal 
laws againft them. He borrowed afumofmoney 
from the nobility, whofe contributions cam^: in but 
flowly. But the greateft ftretch of his power was in 
the levying of (hip-money. In ordel* to equip a fleet 
(at lealt thil was the pretence niade) each of the ma- 
ritime towns was required, with the affiftanceof the 
adjacent counties, to arm as many veffels as were 
appointed them. The city of London was rated at 
twenty (hips. This was the commencement of a 
tax, which afterwards, beingc?nied'tofuch violent 
lengths, created futh great difcontents in the na- 
tion. 

War being foon after declared againft France, a 
fleet was fent out, -under the command of Bucking-^ 
ham, to relieve Rochelle, a maritime town in that 
kingdom, that had long enjoyed its privileges inde- 
pendent of the French king ; but that had for fome 
years embraced the reformed religion, and now was 
befieged with a formidable army. This expedition 
was as unfortunate as that to the coafts of Spain. The 
. duke's pieafures were fo ill concerted, that the inha- 
bitants of the city (hut their gates, and refufed to ad- 
mit allies, of whofe coming they were not previotifly 
informed. Inftead of attacking the ifland of Oleron, 
which was fertile and defencelefs, he bent his courfe 
to the ifle of Rhe, which was garrifoned, and well 
fortified. He attempted there to ftarveoutthegarri- 
fon of St. Martin's Caftle, which was plentifully fup- 
plied with provifions by fea. By that time the 
French had landed their forces privately at another 
part of the ifland i fo that Buckingham was at la{^ 

obliged 
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oBliged to retreat, with fudi precipitation, that two* 
thirds of his army were cut in pieces before'he could- 
xeitnbark). though he was the \z& man of the whole 
army who quitted die fliore. This proof of his 
perioiial courage, however, was bu^ a fmall fubjeft 
of confolation for the difgrace which hi& country had' 
fuftained, for his own perfon wodd have been the 
laft they wouM have regretted. 

The conteft between the king and the commons^ 

' every day grew Warmer. The officers of the cuftom- 
houfe were fummoned before the commons,- to give 
an account by what authority they feized the goods 
of the merchartts, who had refufcd to pay the duty 
of tonnage and poundage, which they alledged was 

" levied without the fan^ion of a law. The barons of 
the Exchequer were qutjftioned" concerning their de- 
crees on that head; and the iherifFof London was 
committed to the Tower for his adivity in fupport- 
ingthe cufiom-houie oiScers; Thefe were bold mea- 
fures ; but the commons went ftill farther, by a re- 
folution-to examine infar^igious grieviances, and a 
new fpirit of intotlerance began to appear. 
The king, therefore, refolved to diflblve a A* D« 
parliament which he found himfelf unable to 1629. 
manage.; and Sir John Finch,- the fpeaker, 
juftasthe queftion eoncerning tonnage and poundage 
was going to be* put, rofe up, and informed the houfe 
that he had a command from the king to adjourn. 
. The houfe upon this was in an uproar ; the fpeaker 
was pufbed back into his chair, and forcibly held^' 
in it by Hollis and Valentine, till a^fhort remoa- 
ftrance war framed, and pafied hy acclamation rather 
than vote. In this hafty production,. Papifts and 
Arminians were declared capital enemies to the ftate. 
Tonnage and poundage were condemn^ as contrary^ 
tQ law 5 and not only thofe who raifedthat^uty, but 
K.4. ; thofe 
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thofe who paid it) were confidered as guilty of cajn- 
tal crimes. 

In confequence of this violent procedure, ^ Miles 
.Hobart, Sir Peter Ray man, Sdden^ Coriton, Long, 
and Strode, were, by the king's order, coniknittcd to 
jM-ifon, under pretence of feditioii. But the^'^.e te- 
merity that impelled Charles to ira^'iCon thepi, in- 
duced him to grant them a releafe. Sir John Elliot, 
H(4}i,s> and Valentine, were fummoned before the 
King's Bench; but they refufed to appear before an 
inferior tribunal, for faults committed in afuperior;' 
diey were condemned to be imprifoned during the 
Icing's plcafure, to pay a fine, the two former of a 
ihoufund pounds each, and the latter of five hundred, 
and to fiiKl fureties for their good behaviour. The 
members triumphed in thv*r fuiFerings, while they 
had the whole kingdom as fpedators and applauders 
of their fortitude. 

In the mean time, while the king was thus dif- 
treiTed by the obflinacy of bis commons, he felt a 
mugh feverer blow by jehe death of his favourite, the 
dtike of Buckingham,'* who fell a facrifice to his un- 
t>opularity. It had<been refolved cncc more to under- 
take the raifmg of the iiege of Rochelle i and the earl 
of Denbigh, brother-in-law to Buckingham, was feat 
thither, but returned without efFeding any thing, 
in order to repair this difgrace, the duke of Buck- 
ingham went ia perfon to Portfmouth to hurry on 
another expedition, «nd to punifhfuch as had endea- 
voured to defraudthe crown of the legal affefTmente. 
In the general difcontent that prevailed againft this 
nobleman, it was daily eKpe<^ed that fome fevere 
meafures would be refolved on ; and he was ftigma- 
lized as the iyramt and the betrayer of his. country. 
There wasone Folton, who caught the general con- 
tagion, an Iriihman of a good family, whohadfery- 
ed under the duke as lieutenant, but had refigned, 
on being rsfufed his rank pn the death of his captain, 

who 
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who had been killed at theiftis? oiF \R;1i6i' This man 
W2LS naturally melancholy, courageous, and enthq*^ 
fiaftic ; be felt for bis eoantry, as if labouring under, 
a calamity which he thought it in the power of his 
fiogle arm to remove. He therefore refolVed to kill ' 
the duke, and thus revenge his own private injuVies, 
while he did fervice alfo to. God and man. Ani- 
mated in this manner with gloomy zeal and miftakeh 
patriotifm, he travelled down to Portfmouth alone, 
anderitered the town while the duke was furrourSed ^ 
by his levee, and giving ' out die neceflary orders 
far embarkation. . While he was fpeaking to one of 
bis colonels, Felton ^ftrack him over an oiScer's 
flioulder in the bfeaft with his knife.^ The duke • 
h«l only time to fay, '^ The villain has killed me,'* 
when he fell at the colonePs feet, alid inilantly ex- 
pired, 'No one had feen^ the blow, nor the perfoh * 
who gave it; i^ut a hat beirsg picked up, on th6 in* 
fide .of whicbv was fewed a paper, containing four or 
five lines of the remonftrance of the commons againft ' 
the duke, it was" concluded that this hat niuft be- 
long to the aflaf&n ; and while they Were employed 
ift conje£luf es whofe it (bouldbe^ a man^ without ^< 
hat, was fcen waking very compofedly before the 
door, and was heard to cry out, " 1 am he." He difi- 
Akined dwiyiiig |i ^murder which he gloried ; and 
averred, that he. looked upon the. duke as. an enemy 
to his country, SMid as fuch deferving to ful&i*. . 
When aiked at whofe inftigation he bad-perpetrated 
that horrid deed ? he anfwered, " that they need not 
trouble themfelves ih that enquiry , that his confci- 
ence was his only prompter, and that no man oh,.: 
earth could difpofe him to aft againft its diftates/* 
He fuffered with the fame degree of conftancy .t6 
the laftj nor virer6 there many wanting who ad- 
mired not only his fortitude, but the aftion for 
which, he^ fuffered. 

KLjv: The 
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The kind's firft mca(ure, now beiog left without 

a minifter and a {parliament, was a prudent 

A. D. one. He m^de peace with* the two crowns 

1629. . a^ainft whom he had hitherto waged war, 

which had been entered upon without necef- 

Sitjj and conducted without glory. Being freed 

from thefe embarraflinents, he bent his whole^at- 

tention to the management of the internal policy of 

the kingdom, and took two men as his aflbciates i 

this ta(k, who ftill a£ted an under-part to himfc^ 

Thefe were Sir Thomas Wcntworth, afterwai 

created earl of Strafford; and Laud, afteiivards 

archbiihop of Canterbury. 

While Laud, therefore, during this long interval, 
ruled the churcbt the king and otrafFord undertook 
.to manage^ temporal interefts of the nation. A 
^dedkrationvwas difperfed, implying, that during this 
reign no more parliaments would be fummoned; 
and every meafure of the king but too well fervcd 
to confirm the fufpicion. 

Tonnage and poundage were continued to be 
levied by royal authority alone; cuftom-houfe offi- 
cers received orders from the council to enter any 
houfe whatever, in fearch of fufpefied goods: com- 
pofitions w^re openly made with papi& : and their 
religion was become a regular, p^t of the revenue. 
The Highrcommiffion court of Star-chamber exer- 
cifed its power, independent of atiy law, upon fcveral 
bold innovators in liberty, who only gloried in their 
fufFering8, and contributed to l^ehder government 
odious jind cooi^emptible. Pryrnie, a barrifter of 
Lincoli^'s Inn, Burton, a divine, and Baftwick, a 
phyfician, were tried before this: tribunal fprfchif* 
matic^l libels, in which they attacked, with great 
fcverity and intemperate zeal, the ceremonies of the 
church of Sngland. They were condemned to be 
pilloried, to loie their ears, and tp pay five thoufand 
poiind$ to the king. 

Every 
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Every year, every month, every. day, gave frelfe 
ihftaril^s, during this/leng intermiffion of parlia* 
ments, of the Fefolutions of the court to throw them 
• --off for ever ; but the levying otjhip^money^ as it wafc 
called, being a general burden, was univerfally com- 
plained of as a' national' grievance. This was a tax 
which had, in formei* reigns, bfeen levied withput the 
confent of pariiamfent ; but then^the exigency of the 
ftate demanded fuch a fupply^ John Haftipden, a 
gentleman of fortune in Buckin^hamfhtre, refufed^ 
to comply with the tax, and refolved to bring it to 
a: legal determinationr. He bad been rated at twenty 
fhillines for bis eftate,. which he refuftd to pay ; and 
the cafe was argued twelve days in the Exchequer- 
chamber, before all tHfe judges of' England. The 
nation regarded, with the utmoft anxiety; thre refult. 
. of a trial that was to fix the limits of the king's 
power. All the judges,' four, only excepted, gave 
fentence in favour of the crown; while Hampden-, , 
who loft his caufe, was more than fufficicritly te*- 
compenfed by the applaufes of the people. 

The discontent 2ind oppofitior^ whichthe king met • 
with iii maintaining epifcopacy among his Englifli ; 
ftibjeSs might, one would think, hinder liim from 
attempting to introduce it among thofe of Scotland, 
•where it was ge^aerally hateful; Having publifhed • 
%in order for reading the liturgy in the principal 
church in Edinburgh^ the pcpple receivet^ it withchi« 
iiiours and imprecations. . The f^itious difpofition 
in that kingdom, which had hitiierto been kept 
within bounds, was now too furious for reftraint, . 
and the infurreftion became general over all the 
country, and the Scotch flew to arnis with great 
anirnonty. 

Yet ftill the king'<iould not think of deftfling from 
his defign; and fo prepoflefted was he in favour of 
royal right,- that he thought the very name of king, . 
mdien forcibly urged,. would^ibducc them to return 



204 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

to their duty. Inftead therefore rf fi^tiqg witb his 
opponents, he entered upon a treaty with them j fo 
that a fufpenAon of arms was foon agreed upon, and 
a treaty of peace concluded, v^hich neither fide in- 
tended toobferve; and then both . parties agreed to 
di/band their ibices. After much altercation, and 
many treaties figned and brokei), both parties once 
more ha^d recoune to arms, and nothing but blo^ 
could fatiate the contenders. 

War being thus refolved on, the king took every 
method, as before, for railing money to fupport if. 
Ship-money was levied as ufual ; fome other arbitra- 
ry taxes were exa£(ed from the relu£lant peop^e 
with great feverity j but thefe were for from beii^ 
fufficient; and there now remained only one method 
more, the long negkfted method of a parliamentary 
fupply. 

The new houfe of commons, however, could not. 
be induced to treat the Scotch, who were of the fame 
principles with th^mfelves, and contending. againft 
the fame ceremonies, as enemies to the ftate. They 
regarded them as friends and brothers, who firft rofe 
to teach them a duty it was incumbent on all virtu- 
ous minds to imitate. The king, therefore, cotdd 
reap no other fruits from this aikmbly than mur- 
muririgs and complaints. . Every method he b^d 
taken to fupply himfelf with money was declared an 
abufe,' and a breach of the confiitution. The king, 
riierefore, finding no h'opes of a compliance with 
his requeft, but recrimination inftead of redrefs, 
once more diflblved the parliament, to try more 
{bafible methods of removing his neceilities. 

His neceifities however continMing, that parlia- 
n^nt was called, which did iV)t ceafe fitting tiU they 
overturnedthe conflitution. Without any interval, 
they entered upon bufinefs i and by unanimous con* 
fent they ftruck a bjow that might be regarded a$ 
^cifive* Ijiitead of.»grauting the 4eifianded fubfjr 

dies, 
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diesj they impeached the earl of 'StrafFord, the king's 
firft minifter, and had him arraigned before the houfe 
of peers fo/ high trcafon. Aftera long and eloquent 
fpeech, delivered without premeditation, in which 
he confuted all the accufations of his enemies, he was 
^ to\\nd guilty by both houfes of parliament j and no* 
. ' tiling remained but for the king to give his confent 
to the bill of attainder. Charles, who loved Strafy 
ford tenderly, helitatcd, and feemed reludbnt, try- 
ing every expedient to put off fo dreadfld a duty, as 
that of figning the warrant for his execution. While 
he continued in this agitation of mind^ not knowing 
how to aft, his doubts were at J aft filenced by an a« 
of heroic bravery in the condemned lord.^ He re* 
ceived a letter from that unfortunate nobleman, de- 
firing that his life might be made the facrificc of a. 
mutual reconciliation between the king and his peo^^ 
pie i adding, that he was prepared to die, and to a 
willing mind there could be no injury^ This in- 
ftance of noble geiierofity was but "ill repaid by»hjs 
raafter, who complied with his requeft. He con- ' 
fented to the figning the fatal bill bycommifEon; 
Strafford was beheaded on Tower-hil], behaving 
with all that compofed dignity of refolution that 
was expe£l:ed from his character. 

In this ui^iverfal rage for punifhment, the parlia- 
TOcnt fell with great juft ice on two courts, which had 
been ereded under Arbitrary kings, and had feidom 
, been employed but in cafes of neceffity. Thefe were, 
the High-commiifion Court, and thQ Court of Star- 
chamber. A bill uiianimouliy pafTed the houfes ta 
abolifli bothi and in them to anniiiilate.the principal 
and moft dangerqi^s articles in the king's prerogative^ 
. In themidit of thefe troubles, the papifts of Ire- 
land fancied they found a convenient opportunity of 
throwiBg off the EngUfh yoke, and accordingly re- - 
folvcd to cut off all the Proteftants of the kingdom 
at a ftcok^; fo that neitb^ age, fex, nor condition^ 

received 
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received any prty. In fiich incHfcrifninate flanghter, 
neither former benefits, nor alliances, nor authority^ , 
were anv prote6lion : iraftibwlers were theinftances 
of friends- murdering their intimates, relations their 
kinfmen, and fervants their maftccs. In vain did , 
flight feve from the fir ft aflault; deftnwftion, that 
had an extenfive ipread, .met the hunted vi<Slims at 
every turn. 

• ' The king took all the precautions in hifr power to 
fhew his utter deteftation of thcfe bloody proceed- « 
ings ; and being fenfible of his own inability to fiip- 
prefs the rebellion, had once ihore. recourfc to his 
Englifh parliament, and craved their afirftance fora^ 
iupply. But here he found no hopes of afliftance; . 
many infinuations were thrown out^ that he had < 
himtelf fomented this rebellion, and no money could 
be fpared for the extinftion^of diftant dangers, when . 
they pretended that the kingdoitt was threatened 
with greater at home. 

It v/as now that the republican fpirit began to ap^ 
pear, without any difguife, in the prefent -parlia — 
ment; and that party, inftead of attacking the faults 
of the king, refolved to deftroy monarchy. 

The leaders of the oppofltion beg^ their operati — 
ons by a refolutiort to attack ^pifcopacy, which was 

one of the ftrong^ft bulwarks of the royal - 
A. D. power. They accufed thirteen btibops of 
1641. high treafon, for ena6ling canons without . 
the confent of parliaiiient j and endeavoured • 
*to prevail upon the houfe of peers to exclude all . 
ihe prelates from their feats and votes iii that auguft . 
aflembly. The bifliops faw the ftorm^at was ga- 
thering, againft them;, and probably, to avert its 
effects, they refolved to attend thei^ duty in the 
- houfe of lords »o longer. 
• This was a fatal blow to the royal- intereft j but 
it foon felt a- much greater from thz: king's own im- 
prudence.* Charles had long fuppreffedv his refent*- 
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4|nent, and only ftrove to fatisfy the compaons by the 
greatnefs of his concefBons ; but finding that all his 
compliance had but increafed their demands, he cou^d 
no longer retain it. He gave prders to Herbert, his 
attorney-general, to enter ah accufation of high trea- 
fon in the houfe of peers againft lord Kimbolton, one 
of the moft popular nw;n of his party, together with 
five commoners, Sir Arthur Haflerig, Hollis, Hamp- 
den, Pym, and Strode. The articles were, that they 
had traiteroufly endeavoured to fubvert the funda- 
mental laws and government of the kingdom ; to de- 
prive the king of his regal power, andto impofe oh 
his fubjei^s an arbitrary and tyrannical authority* 
Men had fcarce leifure to wonder at the precipitancy 
and imprudence of this impeachment^ when they 
were aftonifbed by bother meafure, ftill more ram 
and unfupported. The next day the king himfelf 
was feen to enter the houf<»of commons alone, ad- 
vancing through the hall, while all the members 
ftood up to receive him. The fpeaker withdfifw 
from his chair, and the king' took pofTefficHi of it. 
Having feated himfelf and looked round him for 
feme time, he told the houfc that he was forry for 
the occafion that forced him thither, that he was 
come in perfon to feize the members whom he had 
accufed of high treafon, feeing they would not de- 
liver them up to his ferjeant at arms. He then fat 
■ for fome time to fee if the accufed were prefent ; bat 
they had efcaped a few minutes bcffore his entry. 
Thus dtfappointed, perplexed, and not knowing on 
whom to rely, he next proceeded^ amidtt the cla- 
mours of the populace, who continued to cry out,^ 
♦• Privilege ! privilege !" to the common council of 
the city, ^nd made his complaint to them. The 
common council only anfwered his complaints with 
a contemptuous filence j and on his return one of 
the populace, more infolent than the refrj- cried out, 
** To your tents, O Ifrael!" awajcfc-wotd among 

the 
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the Jews, when they intended to abandon their 
princes. 

Being returned to Windfor, he began to refle6l on 
the rafhnefs of bis former proceedings j and now too 
late refolvcd to make fome atonement. He therefore . 
wrote to the parliament, informing them, that he 
defifted from his farmer proceedings againft the ac<^ 
cttfed members; and aii'ured them, Siat upon all^ 
occafions he would be as careful of their priviteges as 
of his life or his crown. Thus his former vidence 
had rendered him hateful to his commons, ^nd his 
prefent fubmiffion now rendered bloi con^mpti** 
ble. 

The power of appointing generals and levying ar* 
mies was flill a remaining prerogative of the crown« 
The commons having, therefore, firft magnified their 
terrors of popery, which perhaps they acStually dread*- 
cd, they proceeded to petition that the Tower might . 
be put into their hands, and that Hull, Portfmouth> . 
and the fl^e^, fhould be intruded to perfons of their 
chufing. Thefe were requ^fts, the complying with, 
which levelled all that remained of the ancient con- - 
ftitution; however, fuch was the neceffity of the. 
times, that they were at firft contefted, and theji . 
^granted. At laft, every compliance only increafing 
the avidity of making freih demands, the commons 
defired to nave a militia, raifed and governed by fuch , 
•oflScers arid commanders as they Ihould nominate, . 
under pretext of fecuring them from tlxe Irifti papills> . 
of whom they were in great apprehenfions. 

It was here that Charles firft ventured to put a ftop- 
to bis cbnceffions j and being urged to give up the 
command of the army for an appointed time, be was 
fo exafperated, that he exclaimed, " No, not for aa 
hour." This peremptory refufal broke off all farther 
treaty ; and both fides were WW refolved to hav« 
recourfe to arms. 

No 
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No period fince'England began could ihew 
(o many inftances of courage, abilities, and A. D. 
virtue, as the prefent fatal oppofition called 1642. 
forth into exertion. Now was the tinie 
when talents of all kinds, unchecked by authority, 
were called from the lower ranks of Kfe to dispute 
for power and pre-eminence' 

Manifeftoes on the one fide and the other were 
now difper fed throughout the whole kingdom j and 
the people were univerfally divided between two 
factions, diftinguifhed by. the names of Cavaliers 
and Roundheads. . The king's forces .appeared in a 
very low condition ; befides the train-bands of the 
county, raifeiby Sir John Digby, the (heriff, he 
had not got together three hundred infantry. His 
cavalry, which compofed his chief ftrength, exceed- 
ed not eight hundred, and were very ill provided 
^ with arms.. However he was foon gradually re- 
inforced from all quarters I but not being then in a 
condition to face his enemies, he thought it prudent 
to retire by flow marches to Derby, ancT thence to 
Shrewfbury, in order to countenance the levies 
which his friends werp making in thofe quarters. 

In thp mean time, the parliament were not remifs 
in ^preparations on their fide. They had a magazine 
of arms at Hull, and Sir Jdin Hotham was appointr 
ed governor of that place by parliament. The 
forces alfo, which had been everywhere raiied on 
pretence of the fervice of Ireland, vifere now more 
openly enlifted by the parliament for their own pur- 
,pq(es, and the command given to the earl of lEiStXy 
a bold man, who rather 'deured to fee monarchy 
abri^ed than totally deftroyed^ and inXondon, no ~ 
lefs tnan four ^thoufand men were eiiliiled in one 
day. 

£d^e-hill was the &x& place where the two armies 

were put in array againft each other, ai>d the coun- 

. try drenched in civil flaushter. . It was a dreadful 

. ' fight. 
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fight^ to fee above thirty thoufknd of the braveft men 
in the world, inftead of cinpio3nng their courage - 
abroad, turning it againft each: other, while the 
deareft friends, and neareft kinfmen, embraced op*^ 
poflte fides, and prepared to bury th^ir private re- 
gards in fafkiotts hatred. After an engagement of 
fome hours, animofity feemed to be wearied out, and 
both fides feparated with equal loTs. Five thoufand 
men are faidh to have been found dead on the field; 
of battle. 

It would be tedious^ and'no way ihftruSive, to en- 
ter into the marchings and countermarchings of thefe. 
undifciplined and ilT-condufted armies: war was a 
new t/ade to the Englifli,. as they had not feen an 
hoftile engagement in the ifiand for near, a century, 
before. The queen came to reinforce the royal par— 

Si {he had brought foklier» and ammunition from 
olland, and immediately departed to fornifh more.. 
But the parliament, who knew its ewn confequenc^ 
and ftrength, was no way difcourHged; Their de-<^ 
mands feemed to increafa in proportion . to their 
lofies; and as they were reprcffcd in the field, they. 
grew more haughty in the cabinet; Sucb governors^. 
as gave up their fortreffes to the king, were attainted 
of high treafon.. It was in vain ibr the king to fend 
propofals after any fucoefsj this oply, railed their 
pride and their animofity. But though thi8;defire 
in the king to make peace with his feb|e£ls' was the. 
hrgheft encomium on his humanity, yet his long ne* 
gociatioh^, one of which he carried oaal Oxford,, 
were faulty as a warrior. He wafted thattime in 
altercation and treaty^ which he^ fhouW ha^ee em- 
ployed in vigorous exertions in the field. 

However, his firft campaign, upon the i^hole, 
wore a favourable afpe<St One viflory followed 
after another j Cornwall was reduced to peace and 
obedience under the king ; a viftory was gained over 
the parliamentarians' at btratton-Hill /n I^vonihire i 

^ • another 
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another at Roundway Down, about two miJes from 
the Devizes ; and ftill a third at Chalgrave Field. 
Briftol was befieged and taken, and Gloucefter was 
invefted; the battle of Newbury was favourable to 
the royal caufe, and great hopes of fuccefs were 
formed from an army in the North, raifed by the 
marquis of Newcaftle. 

In the firft campaign, thetwo braved and greateft 
men of their refpedlive parties were killed; as if it 
was intended, by the kindnefs of Providence, that 
they fhould be exempted from feeing the mifcries 
and the flaushter, which were fliortly to enfue. 
Thefe were John Hampden, and Lucius Gary, lord 
Falkland. 

The firflrin a fkirmi^ agalnft prrnce Rupert, the 
other in the battle of Newbury, which followed 
ihortly after. Hampden^^ whom we have feen in 
the beginning of thefc troubles refufe to pay the 
Ihip-money, gained, by his inflexible integrity, the 
efteem even of his enemies. To thefe he added 
aiFability in converfation, temper, art, eloquence in 
debate, and penetration in council. 

Falkland was ftiU a greater lofs, and a greater cha- 
' rafter. He added, to Hampden's fevere principles, 
a politenefs and elegance, but then beginning to be 
.known in England. He had boldly withftood the 
king's pretfenfions, whih he faw him making a bad 
ufe of his power 5 but when he perceived thedefign 
of the parliamentj to overturn the" religion and the 
conftitutioh of his eountry, he changed his fide, and 
ftiedfaftly attached himfelt to the Crown. From the 
beginning of the civil war, his natural cheerfulnefe 
and vivacity forfook him ; he became melancholy, 
fad, palei and negligent of his perfon,*and feemed to 
y/'ifh for death. His ufual cry among his friends, 
after a deep filence, and frequent fighs, was Peace! 
Peace ! He now (aid, upon the morning of the en- 
gagement, that he was weary of the times, and flioutd 

- leave 
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leave them before night. He was.ihot by a muiket- 
ball in the belly ; and his body was next morning 
fpund among a heap of flain. His writings, his ele- 

Sance, his juflice, andhis courage, deferved fuch a. 
eath of glory i and they found nt« y, — 
/The king, that he might malce preparations dur- 
ing the winter for the enfuing can;^paign, and to op-^ 
pofe the defigns of the. Weftminller parliament,, 
called one at Oxford ; and this was the firft time 
that England faw two parliaments fitting at the fapie 
time. His houfc of peers was pretty full j ,his houfe - 
of commons confifted of about a hundred and forty, " 
which amounted to not above half the other houfe of - 
commons. From this fhadow of a.parliament he re- 
ceived fome fuppliesj after which it was prorogued,, 
and never after aifembled. 

In the mean time the parliament, was equally ae-^ 
tive on their fide. They pafled ah ordinance, com- 
manding all the inhabitants of London and it neig^-<- 
bourhood to retrench a meal a weak, and to^pay the: 
value of it for the fupport of the public caufe.. But 
what was much more efFe£tual>. the Scotch, wh<>< 
confidered their claims as fimilar,led a ftrong body, 
to their ajfliftance. They levied aa army of fburteea ^ 
thoufand men in the Eaft, under the earl of Man- 
cheftcr i they had an army of tenthouland xtitn un-s 
der Effexj another of nearly the fame force under: 
Sir William Waller.. Tnefe were fuperior to., 
any force the king could bring into the field ; and . 
were well appointed with arrjjiunition,^provifions. 
and pay. 

Hoftilitles, whiich even during the winter- 
A. D. feafon had never been wholly difcontinucd, . 
1644. w6re renewed in fpring with their ufual fury, 
and Terved to defolate the kingdom, without . 
deciding viftory. Each county joined that fide to 
which It was addifted from motives of convi£fcion, 
intereft, or fear, th6u|;h fome obferved a perfedl neu^ 

traHty. 



en A RL E 8 L 213 

^trajlty. Several frequently * petitioned for peace; 

"Xind all the wife and good, were earneft ia the cry. 

"What particularly deferves remark, was an attempt. 

/x>f*the women of London, who, to the nuniber of 

-two or three thoufand, went in a body to the houf^ 

of commons, earneftly deni^nding a peace. — f* Give 

»us tbofe traitors, feid they, who are againft a peace; 

give them, that we may tear them in pieces." Tha 

guards found fome difficulty in quelling this infur- 

TecStioB) and one or two wonien loft their lives iii 

Ae fray. 

The battte of Marfton Moor was the beginning 
of the king's misfortimes and difgrace. The Scotch 
and parliamentarian army had joined, and were be- 
fieging York ; when prmce Rupert, joined by the 
marquis of Newcaftle, determined to raife the uege. 
Both fides drew up on Marfton Moor, to the num- 
ber of fifty thoufand, and the viftory. feemed long 
undecided between them. Rupert, who command- ^ 
ed the right wing of the royalifts, was oppofed by* 
Oliver CromwelJ, who now firft came into notice, 
at the head of a body of troops whom he had taken 
care to levy and difcipline. Cromwell Was vi<So- 
rious ; ne puilied his opponents off the field, fol- 
lowed the vanquifhed, returned to a fecojid engage- 
ment, and a fecond victory j the prince's whole train, 
of artillery was taken, and the royalifts never after 
recovered the blow. 

^ William Laud, archbifliop of Canterbury, .was 
fent to the 't'ower, in the beginnjpg of this reign. 
He was now brought to his trial, condemned arid 
executed. And it was a melancholy confideratiori,* 
that, in thofe times of trouble, the beft men on either 
fide were thofe who cftiefly fuffered. 

The death of Laud \|^as followed by a^total altera- 
tion of the ceremonies of the church. The Liturgy 
was, by a public aft, aboliihed the day he died,,.a$ 
if he had been, the only obftacle to its former re- 
moval; 
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moval. The church of England Was, in all refpe&s, 
brought to a conformity to the puritanical eftablifli- 
ment; while the citizens of London, and the Scotch 
army, gave public thanks for fo happy an alteration. 
The well-difputed battle, which deeded 
June* 14, the fate of Charles, was foujght at Nafeby, 

1045. a village in Yorkfliire, The main* hday 
of the royal army was , commanded by 
Lord Aftley 5 Prince Rupert led the right wing, Sir 
Marmaduke Langdale the left, and the king himfelf 
headed the^body of referve. On the oppofite lide, 
Fairfax and Skippon coinmanded the main body;' 
Cromwell led on the right wing, and Ireton, his 
fon-in-law, the left. Prince Rupert attacked the' 
left wing with his^ufual Impetuofity and fuccefs: 
they were broke, and purfued ^s far as the village j 
but he loft time in attempting to make himfelf maf- 
ter of their artillery. Cromwell, in the mean time, 
was equally fuccefsful on his fide, and broke through 
the enemies horfe after a very obftinate refif^pnce. • 
While thefe were thus engaged, the infantry on 
both fides maintained the confii£): with equal ardour; 
but in fpite of the efforts of Fairfax and Skippon, 
their battalions began to give way. At this critical 
period, Cromwell returned with his viftorious forces, 
and charged the king's infantry in flank with fuch 
vigotir, that a total rout began to.enfue. By this-^ 
time prince Rupert had rejoined the king, and the 
fmall body of referve^ but his troops, though vic- 
torious, could not be brought to. a fecond charge. 
The king perceiving the battle wholly loft, was 
obliged to abandon the field to his enemies, wjjo 
took all his cannon, baggage, and above five thou- 
sand prifoners. * ^ _ ;%. 

The battle of Nafeby put the parliamentarians ift ' 

pofTeffion of almoft all the ft/ong cities of the,king. 

dom, Briftol, Bridgewater, Chefter, Sherborn, and 

Batht Exeter was befieged ; and all the king's troops 

• J in 
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5n the weftef n counties being entirely difperfed, Fair*^ 
fax prefl*ed the pliace, and it furrendered at difcre* 
tion. Thc'king'thns furrounded, harraffedon every 
fidcy repeated to Oxford, that in all conditions of 
his fortune had held ileady to his caufe ; and there re- 
folved toofer new terms to his incenfcd purfueTs. 

In the mean time Fairfax was approaching with 
a powerful and v]£torious army, and was taking the 
proper meafures for laying fiege to Oxford^, which 
pFomifed an^afy furrender. To be taken captive, 
and led in triumph by his infolent fubgeds, was 
wi^at Charles juftly abhorred j and every infult ^d 
.violence was to be dreaded from the foldiery, who 
had fek the eiFe6ls of his oppofition. In this defpe* 
Tate extremity he embraced a meafure which, in any ' 
other fituation, might juftly lie' under the imputa- 
tion of imprudence and indifcretibn. He^ took the 
•'fetal fefolution of giving himfelf up to die Scotch 
«army, who had never teftified iuch implacable ani- 
• moftty agatnft him 4 and he too foon found, that in- 
ftead of treating him as a king, they "infulted him as 
a captive* 

The EngHftx parliiimcnt being informed of the. 
king's captivity, immediately entered into a treaty 
with the Scotch about delivering up their prifoner^ 
This was foon adjafted. They agreed, that upon 
payment of four hundred thoufand pounds they 
would deliver up the king to his enemies, and this 
Jivas cheerfully complied with. An adion fo atro- 
cious may be palliated, but can never be defended; 
they returned home laden with plunder, and the re- 
|>roaches of all good men. 

The civil war.was now over 5 the king had abfblv- 
ed his followers from their allegiance, and the parlia- 
inent had now no enemy to fear, except thofe very 
tr6q>s by which they had extended their overgrown 
authority. But in proportion as. the terror pf the 
king's jiower diminifhed, the divifions between the 

members 
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members which compofed the iMrliament^ became 
more apparent. The majority in the hcmft were of 
the Prefl>yterian fe<a, who w«*e for having clergy; 
but the majority of the anny wece ftaunchin^epenoU 
ents, whovadmitted.of no clergy, but thought that 
every man bad a right to inftru(St his fellows. At 
the head^of thta ie& was CromweSi, who fecr«tly 
dfre€fced his operations, and invigorated all their 
meafures. 

Oliver Cromwell, whofc talents now began to ap- 
pear in full luftre, was the fon of a private gentle* 
man of Huntingdon; but being the fon of a iecond 
brother^ he inherited avery fmall paternal fortune. 
From accident or intrigue, he waschofen member 
for the town of Cambridge, in the long parliament; 
but hp feemed at iirft to pofTefs no talents for oraito- 
ry, his perfon being ungraceful, his drefs ftovenly, 
his elocution homely, tedious obfcure, and .embar- 
raffcd. He made up, however, by zeal and periSe- 
verance, what he wantedin natural powers; -and be- 
ing endowed with unihaken intrepidity, much dlffi- 
mulation, and a thorough conviction of the redli-* . 
tude of his caufe, he rofe, through the, gradations cf 
preferment, to the polV of lieutenant-general under 
Fairfax; but, in reality, poffefling the uiprcme com- 
mand over the whole army. 

The army now began to confider themfelves as a 
body diftindt from the commonwealth; and com- 
plained that they had fecurcd the general tranquillity, 
while they were, at the fame time, deprived of the 
privileges of Englifhmeri., In oppofition, therefore, 
to the parliament at Weftminfter, a military parli'ar 
ment was formed, compofed of the 6fiicers and com- 
mon foldiers of each regiment. The principal offi- 
cers formed a council to reprefent the body of peers ; 
the foldiers eledled two men out cf each company to 
reprefent the houfe of commons, and thei'e were 
called the agitators of the army. Crgm well took 

care 



CHARLES I. »,^ ^ 

ore &> be«ae df ^ niaiAier, and Aw ctMitrive an 
eafy tneAod voder^aiid <rf ooodi«aii»g and proraet- 
ing die fedition of tke amy. 

The wih^ipy tmg, in the mean time, continued 
a fnfimer at Hdraby-asAle ; tad as his coantenance 
migbt add fime authority to diat fide which IhouM 
obtain It, CromweH, whofecretly conduced all the 
anerftires of tte army, while he apparently exclaim- 
ed agaioft their vioJeace, refolyed tp feiae the Icing's 
fcrfon. AcKM-dtag^y, a party of five hundred horfe 
appewmgat Hohnby-caftk, under the command of 
OK Joyce, conduced the king to Ae army, who 
were hafteningte^their rendezvous at Trirfs^-hearh. 
near Camfcridge.' The next day Cromwell-arrived 
among them, where be was received wrdj acclama- 
tions of joy, and was inftantJy inveftcd with die fu- 
^scme command. 

T^ houfe of commons was now cfivided into par- 
ties, as ufual, one part oppbfing; but the majontv. 
with the two ^akei^ at their-head, for encoBraeirk 
the army. In fuch an univei^ confufion, it is nrt, 
to be expeaed tlut an v thing lefe than a feparatioa 
of the parties could take place; and accordinalv the 
twofpeakers, with fixty-two members, fecrttfcre- ' 
tired from the houfe, and threw themfelves under 
the prote<aion of the krroy, that was then at Hoan- 
Jtow-heath. They, were received with fliouts and 
acclamations, their integrity was extolled, and the 
whole body of the foldiery, a formidable force of 
twenty thoufand men, now moved forward to re- 
inltate them in then- former feats and ftaticms 

j.fJlfJl^**"/-*.''"? ^'^J^ "*■"** hoirfe that wa. 
left behind, refohred to aft with vigour, and reiift 
thfc encroachments of the army. They chofc new 
fpeakers, they gave orders for enlJfting troop., th^r 
.ordered the tratn-bands toman the lincsVSd S 
w^eaty boldly refolved torefift th. invafion B« 
th«refolittionooly held while the enemy was tbougS 
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at a diftance ; for when the formidable force of Crom- 
ivell appeared, all was obedience and fubmiflion; 
the gates were opened to the genera),, who attended 
the tvvo fpeakers, and the reft of the members, 
peaceably to their habitations. The eleven im- 
peached members,, being accufed as caufers of the 
tumult, were expelled, and moft of them retired to 
the continent. The mayor, (heriff^ and three alder- 
men, were fent to tha Tower; feveral citizens, and 
officers of militia, were committed to prifon, ami the 
lines about the city were levelled to the ground* 
The command of the Tower was given to Fairfax, 
the general J and the parliament ordered him their 
heany thanks for having difobeyed their commands.' 

It now only remained to dilpofe of the king, who 
had been fent by the army a prifoner to Hampton- 
court ; from whence he attempted to eicape, but 
was once more made prifbner in the Ifle of Wight, 
and confined at Carifbrook-caftle. 

While the king continued in this forlorn fituation, 
the parliament, new-modelJed as it was by the ar- 
my, was eveiy day growing more feeble and fafti- 
ous. He ftill therefore continued to negociate with 
the parliament for fettling the unfpeakable calami- 
ties' of the kingdom. The parliament faw no other 
method of ddlroying the military power, but to 
deprefs it by the kingly. Frequent pnopofals for an 
accommodation palled between the captive king and 
the commons. 

But it was now too late : their power was foon 
totally to expire, for the rebellious army, crowned 
with fucceis, was returned from th^ deftrudion ctf* '^ 
their enemies; and, fenfible of their pwn power, ' 
with furious remonftrances began to demand ven- 
geance op the king. At the fame time they advanced* 
to Windfor : and fending an officer to feize the king's 
perfon, where he was lately fent under confinement, 
they conveyed him to Hurft-caftle^ in Hampfhire, 

oppoiite 
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oppofitc the Ifle of Wight. The commons, how- 
ever, though deftitute of all hopes of prevailing, had 
ftill courage to refill, and attempted, in the face of 
the whole army, to clofe their treaty with the king. 
But the next day colonel Pride, at the head of two 
regiments, blockaded the houfe, and feized in the 
paffage forty-one members of the Prefbyterian party, 
and fent them to a low room belonging to the houle, 
that paffed by the denomination of Hell. Above a 
hundred jind fixty members, more were excluded 5 
and none were allowed to entej»but the moft furious 
and determined of the Independents, in all not ex- 
ceeding fixty. This atrocious invafion of the par- 
liamentary rights, commonly pafied by the name of 
Pride's rurge, and the remaining members were 
called the Rump. Thefe foon voted, that the tranf- 
a<3ions of the houfe .a few days before were entire- 
ly illegal,, and that their general's conduit was jufl: 
anJJ neceflary. 

A committee was appointed to bring In a charge 
againft the king 5 and a vote paffed, declaring it 
treafoii in a king to levy war againft his parliament, 
A High Court of JulHce was accordingly appointed 
to try his majefty for this new invented trv^afon. ->. 

Colonel fiarrifon, the fon of a butcher, vv as com- 
manded to conduit the king from Hurft-ca.lle to 
Windfor, and from theiice to London. His atfiiited 
fubjeds, who ran to have a fight of their fovereign, 
were greatly aft'edted at the change that appeared 
in his face and perfon. He had allowed his beawl 
to grow; his hair was become venerably grey, rather 
by the preflure of anxiety tlian the hand of time; 
while his apparel bore the mark^ of mii;fortune and 
decay. This he ftood a folitary figure of majefty in 
diftrefs, which even his adverfaries could not behold 
without reverence and compaiSiom He had been 
long attended only by an old decrepid fcrvant, whofe 
name was Sir Philip V/arwick, who could only de- 
- L 2 plorc 
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Jlore. hismafter's fate without bcine able to revenge 
is caufe. AU the exterior iymb(»s of fovereignty 
"wtrt now withdrawn ; and his Jiew attendants had « 
«rders tofcTYC him without <:ereinooy. The duke 
of Hamilton, who was referved for ^e fame puni&^ 
ment with his mafter, having leave to take a laft 
farewd as he departed from Windfor, threw him* 
fcif at *e king's feet, crying out, ** My dear maf- 
tpr/' 'The unhappy monarch raifed him. up, and 
embracing him tenderly, replied, while the tears 
ran down his cheek$^ ^^ I Jiave indeed been a dear 
mafter to yo4." .Thefe were fevere diftreflesj 
however he could not be perfuaded that his ad- 
verfaries would bring him to a formal trial; 1>ut 
he every moment expedited to be di^atched by 
private aflafEnatiom. 

Frppi thcTixth to the twentieth pf January was 
fpcnt in making preparations for this extraordinary 
trial. The court of juftice confifted of a bundred^nd 
thirty-three perfons, named by the commons; but of 
tiiefe i^ver above feventy met upon the trial. The 
aiembers were chi^y compofed of the principal offi- 
cers of the army, moft of them of very mean birtb, 
together with fome of the lower houfe, and a few ci* 
'J -tizens of London. Bradfliaw, a lawyer, was chofe^ 
preftdent. Coke was appointed folicitor for the people 
pf England, Doriflaus, Steele, and Afke, were named . 
afliftants. The court fat in Weftminfter-hall. 

The king was now condu^edfrom Windfor to St. 
James's, and the next day was brought before the 
high court tq take his trial. When he was brought 
forward,' be was condufted by ^e mace-bearer to a 
diair placed within the bar. 'Though long detained 
a prifoner, andjnow produced as a'criminaJ, he ftill 
iiiftained the dignity of a king; hCtfurveyed the 
members of the court with a fteni Haughty air, and, 
without movtng his hat, *fat down, while, tbe men>- ' 
btfrs alfo were covered. His- charge was then read 

-by. 
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by the folicttor, deciifing him of biaving httn the 
caufe of all the Woodflied which foHowS fince the 
commencefnent of the war ; at that part of the'' 
charge he couM not fuppreft a fmile'orxrontempt 
and indignation. • After the charge was finifhed', 
Bi>ad{baw<iir8(Sted his difcourfe to the ki»gy and told 
hitTK that the coutt expfi(5ted his anfWer. 

The king, with great temper, entered upon hts d^5- 
fence, by declining the authority of *hc coart. He 
reprefented, that having be^n engaged in a treaty'with 
his two houfes of parliament, and havhig finifhedal*- • 
moft every article, he expedted a different treatment 
fronfi that he now ireceivcd. ffe perceived, hcfoirl, 

, no appearance of an upper houfe, wfeich was necefl'a- 
ry to conftitutea j uft tribunak Th^t be was himfelf 
the king and fountain of biWyand confequsiitl^ could 
not be tried by laws to which he had^ never given his 
aflent^ that havmg beenemrafted-^jth theliberties • 
©f^he people, he would hot now beuay thetn, by re*- 
. cognizinjg a pawer founded in ufurpation; that he 
was willing before a proper tribunarl to enter into the 
particulars- of bis defence ; but that befere them h»^ 
muft decline any apelogy forhis infiocentd, left ha 
Ihould be confidered as the betrayer of, and not a ' 
martyr for, the conftitution, ^ 

Bradfliaw, in order to fupp6rt the authority of the ^ 
court, infiftedj that they had received their pdwei: 
from the people^ the foiirce of all right.. - He preffetl 
the pififoner not to decline the authority of the court 
which was delegated by the commons of England, 
and interrupted aiul over-ruled the king in his at- 
tempts to reply. 

In this mariner the king was three times produced 
before the coaft, and as often perfifted in dechning 
2ts}ucirdi<Stion. The foarth and laft time he was 
brought before the felf-created tribunal; as he w% 

^patoccedlng thither, he was infulted by thefoldie^s' 
aind the mob;^ who exclaimed^ " Juftice ! juftice ! 
L 3, execution \ 
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execution I execution P! but hetxmtimied undaunted^ 
His judges having now examined iboie witnefles, by 
whonr it was proved that the king^ had appeared in 
arms againft the forces cmmniffioned by parikment, 
they pronounced fentejice againft him. 

The conduct of the king under all thefe inftances 
of low-bred malice was great, firm, and equal i in 

Soing- through die hall from this execrable tribunal, 
le foldiers and rabble were again inftigated to cry 
out, Juftice and execution. They reviled him with 
the moft bitter reproaches. Among other infults one 
mifcreant prefumed to fpit in the face of his fovcreign. 
He patiently bore their infelence. " Poor foiils, 
" cried he, they would treat their generals in the 
" fame manner for fix-pence." Thofe of the po- 
pulace^ who ftill retained the feelings of humanity, 
exprcfi'ed their forrows in fighs and tears. . A fol- 
dicr, mora compaffionate than the reft, could not 
help imploring a Ueffing upon his royal head. Aa 
officer over-bearing him, ftruck the honeft centinel 
to the ground liefore the king, who could not help 
faying, that the punifhment exceeded the cfFencK. 

At his return to Whitehall, hedefiredthe permif- 
fion of the houlb to fee his. children,, and io be at- 
tended in his private devotions by Defter Juxon, late 
bifhep of London, Thefe requelts were granted, 
and alio three days to prepare for^,the execution of 
the fentence. - All that rcmaijied of his family now 
in England, were the princefs Elizabeth, and the 
duke of Glouceftcr, a child of about three years of 
age. After many fcafonable and fenfibie exhortati-- 
Cns to his daughter, h^ took his little fon in his arms, 
and embracing him, "My child, ( faid he ) th^y will 
" cut off thy lather's head, yes, they will cut oft' 
** my head, and make thee a king. But mark what . 
** i lay : thou muft not be a king as long as thy 
" brothers Chanes and James are alive. They 
** will cut oft their heads v/hen they can take them, 

<< and 



CHARLES L 223 

!*• and thy head toa thjey will cut oiF*at laft; ahd 
^ therefore, I charge thee, do not be made a king 
\^ fey , them." The. child, burAing'into tears, repli- 
. ed, " I will be torn in pieces firft.'* 

Every night during the interval bet^i^en his fen- 
tence and execution, the king iie^t found as ufiial, 
though the noife of the workmen, employed in fram- 
ing the fcaffold, continually refounded in his ears. 

The fatal morning being at laft arrived, he rofe 
early, and calling one of his attendants, he bade him 
employ more than ufual care in dreifing him, and 
preparing him for fo great and joyful a folemtiity. 
The ftreet before Whitehall was the place deftined 
for his execution ; for J t was intended diat this would 
increafe the feverity of hispunifhment. Hewasled 
through the Banquetting-houfe to the fcaffold adjoin- 
ing to that edifice, attended by hi» friend and (er^ 
vant, bifbop Juxon, a man endowed with the fame 
mild and fteady virtues as.his mafter. The fcafFoId> 
which was covered with black, was guarded by a re- 
giment of foldiers, under the command of colcnet 
Tomlinfon, and on it were to be ften the block, the 
axe, and two executioners in ma'fques. The people 
in great crouds flood at a greater diftance^ in dreadful 
expecSation of the event. The king furveyed all thefe . 
folemn preparations with calm compofure; and a» 
he could not expe<ffc to be heard by the people at a 
diftance, he addreffed himfelf to the few perfons who 
flood round him. He th«re juftified his own inno- 
cence in the late fetal war ; and obferved, that he had 
not taken arms till after the parliament had fhewn 
him the example. 'f!hat he had no other obje£l: in 
his warlike preparations th»i to preferve that autho- 
rity entire, which had been tranfmitted to him by 
his anceftors y buttheugh innocent towards his peo- 
ple, he acknowledged the equity of his execution in 
the eyes of his Maker. He owned that he was j uftly 
punimed for having confented to the execution of an 
L 4 unjuft 
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vnjuft fenttnce upon the eari of%StiiA»rd. He for- 
gave all his enemies, exhorted the people to return 
to their obedience, tnd acknowledge his fon as his 
fticceflbr^ and ftgaifiKl hi3 aitatchn^nt to the Pro** 
teftant relmao^ as profeiTed in the church of Eng- 
land. So Rfon^ was the impreflion his dying w<h^ 
made upon the few viha eodd hear him^ that colo- 
nel Tomltnibn himfelf, to whofe care he had been 
committed, acknowledged himfelf a convert. 

While he was preparing himfelf for the block, 
bifliop Juxon called out to him, ^^ There is, Sir, btif 
*^ one ftage more, which^ though turbulent and trou- 
•* biefemc, is yet a very ihort one. It will fboa 
" carry you a great wayt It ynH ca^y y<m ffOHi 
** earth to heaven, and«there you fba8 nnd, to your 
^^ great }oy> the mhc to whicb yoa baften, a crown 
•• of glory.** ** I gov (refJicd the king) ftom a cor-^ 
^ ruptible to aa incormptibb crown, where no Af* 
" turbance can have place.^ •• You exchange, (rc- 
^* plie^the btfliopy) a tempov^ for an eternal crown, 
" a good exchange/' Charles having taken off his 
cloak delivered his^George|a the prebite^ pronounc- 
ing the wordy ** Reroeonbcr.'^ Then he laid his 
neck on the block, andftretching out his hands as a 
iignal, one of the executors fevered his head fronv 
kits body at a blow, while the other lidding it up, 
exclaimed, ^ This- is the htsii of a traitor." The 
ipefiarors tefHfied their horror at the fad fpe£tacle m 
fighs, tears, and lamentations ; the tide of thefr duty 
and affc£fcioa began to return, and each blamed him- 
felf etther with Oiftive didoyalty to his king, or apaf** 
live compliance with his deftroyers. 

G harks was executed in the fii^y- ninth 
Jan. 30, year of his age, and the Iwenty-fourtK of 

1649* his reign. He was of a middling ihiture, 

robiift, and wdl proportioned. His vifage 

was pleafing, 'but melancholy; and it is pobalSe 

that the cootinued tioubles in which be was involv-* 
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cd, might have made th^timpreffion on his (^oim*« 
tenance. As for hMcharadler, the reader wiH deduce 
it|with more-precifion and fatisfaftion to biirtfelf 
from the detaiJ of his condufl:, thaift froiw afty fumn^ 
m^rygivewof it by'the hiftoriaa. 

c »*A P. joax. 

THE. COMMONWEALTtf: . 

Cr R OM-W.E L L, who had fecretly fdi^ 

eited and co^itrired the kmg's deaths now A. D, 

began to fed ^'rihes to^^wMch hehaibecn 1649^^* 

hitherto a ftraifeer. His pr f^efti wideniHg 

s$ he rofe, his firft principles of liberty were all Joft 

in the unbound^ ttretefa^ of power that lay heteite 

him. ' ■ 

Having be*feitappoimei to tromfnand the army in 
Ireland, he profecmeid the waf in that kingdom ^th 
his nftiJil fuccefs. He had to combat againft Ae 
Rsyalilh, «>mmande4bv-th€? dukeof Ormond, and 
Che native Irilh, fed an by 0*fle&fc Bm fuch ill- 
connedVibd and barbaroiw'^idtips couM give very littlr 
opFpofitton to Cromwell's more name feus fpfceSy 
corrdu^l-cd by-^fuchi^ a g^neral^f and-^mltdldened hf * 
loiig fucoefe.' Hefoonovfer^ranthrwhofe country I ■ 
Bm\ after fome timcj all *«he' towns i^euolfed in hia 
&vQur, and opened the gaies'sft his ap^oachs But 
in-thcfe eonquefts^ as in all the reft of Hi adions, • 
there appeared a brtirai ferocityj'that could tarai&r 
the nioft heroic val©t«. In ^ order *to intimidate the 
fiativeft from defending their toWlfl% he, with a- bar-, 
bairous poHey, put -every garrffo» that made finy re- 
fiftance to the fword. 

After his return to Eflgland, tipon taking his feat, * 
he received the thanks of the houfe, by the mouth of 
the ^aker> for the ferviccs kch&d done the Cor^* 
L 5 moowealtbr- 
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monwealth in Ireland. They then proceeded to de- 
liberate upon chufing a general for conducing the 
war in Scotland, where they had efpoufed the royal 
caufe, and placed young Charles, the fon of their late 
monarch, on the throne. Fairfex refufing this com- 
mand upon principle, as -he had all along declined 
oppofin^ the Prefbyterians, the command neceflarily 
devolved upon Cromwell, who boldly fet forward for 
Scotland, at the head of an army of fixtcen thoufand 
men. 

The Scots, in the mean time, who had in- 
fy. D. vited over their wretched king, to be a pri- 
1650. foner, not a ruler among them, prepared to 
meet the invafion. A battle enfued, in which 
they, though double the number of the Englifli, 
were foon put to flight, and purfued with great 
flaughter, while Cromwell did not lofe above forty 
men in all. 

In this terrible exigence, young Charles embraced 
a refolution worthy a prince, who was willing to 
hazard all for- empire. Obferving that the way was 
open to. England, he refolved ixumediately to march 
into that country, where he expected to be reinforced 
by all the royal ifts in that part of the kingdom. 

But he foon found himfelf difappointed in the ex- 
pedlation of increafing his army. The Scots, terrifi- 
ed at the profped of (o hazardous an enterprife, fell 
from him in gr^at numbers. The Englifh, affright- 
ed at the nam6 of his opponent, dreaded to join him ; 
but his mortifications were fl:ill more increafejl as he 
arrived at Worcefter, when informed, that Cromwell 
was marching with hafty ftrides frorp Scotland, with 
an army increafed to forty thoufand men. The news- 
•fcarce arrived, ^yhen that afiive general himfelf ap- 
peared, and falling upon the town on all fides, broke 
in upon the difordered royalifts. The (Ireets were 
ftrewed with flaughter, the whole Scotch army was 
cithej: killed or taken prifoners, and the kine him-, 
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fyf, having given many proofs of perfonal valour^ 
was obliged to fly. 

Imagination can fcarce conceive adventures more 
romantic, or diftrcfTes more fevere, than thofe which 
attended the young king's efcape from the fcene of 
daughter. After various di(guifes> and one-and-forty 
day's concealment, he landed fafely at Fefchamp, in 
Normandy : no lefs than forty men and women hav- 
ing at different times been privy to his efcape. , 
, In the mean tinK, Cromwell, crowned with fuc- 
cefs, returned in triumph to London, where he was 
met by the (peaker of the houfe, accompanied by the 
mayor of London, and the magiftrates, in all their 
formalities. His firft care was to take advantage of 
his late fuccefles, by deprciEng the Scots, who had 
fo lately withftood the work of the gofpel, as he call- 
ed it. Ah aft was paffed for aboliihing royalty in 
Scotland, and annexing that kingdom as a conquer-, 
ed province, to the Engliih commonwealth. It was 
, impowered, however, to fend fome members to the 
Englifli parliament. Judges were appointed to dif« 
tribute juftice ; and the people of that country, now 
freed fi'om the tyranny of the ecclefiaftics, were not 
much diffatisfied with their prefent government. 
I'he prudent conduit of Monk, who was left by^ 
Cromwell to complete their fubje6tion, ferved much 
to reconcile the minds of- the people, harraffed with, 
diffentionsi of which they never well underftood the 
caufe. 

In this manner, the Englifh parliament, by the 
means of Cromwell, fpread their uncontefted autho-' 
rity over all the Britifli dominions. Ireland was to- 
tally fubdued by Ireton and Ludlow. All the fettle- 
ments in- America^ that had declared: for the royal 
cau(e, were obliged to fubmit; Jetfey, Guernfey, 
Scillyi and the Ifle of Man, were brought eafily un- 
der fubje£tion. Thus niankind faw,-with aftonifh-^ 
ment, a parliament compofed of fixty or feventy ob- 

fcure 
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icttre and illiterate mcmWrSygarerning a great em- 
pire with unanimity and fuccefs. W&iout any ae--. 
knowle^ged fobocdinatkici, esacept a council of flate^ 
eonfifting of thtrty^ghty to whom ail addrefies were 
made, they levied armies^ maintained 'fleets^ aod 
gave laws to the oeigbbcnMrtfig powen of Europe* 
The fhsance9\peremans^edvmhoeconomvatidex-' 
wQjntb. Few priva^ pOTom became rioi by the 
plunder of the public : the revenues of die crow% 
the lands of the biihops, and a tax of an hundred 
and tweitty thoofand pounds each month, Atpplied 
the wants of the government^ and gave vigour to all 
their proceedings.. 

The^parliament having thus rediaced &dr native 
dominions to perfe£^ oENsdieiiGe). next refolded to 
chaflife the Dutch, who had given but very flight 
caufes of complaint.. It happened that one Doa^ 
D<»riflaDS, who Was of du; number of the late king's 
fudges, being ftnt by the parliament as tiietr envoy 
to Holland^ wa$ afianinated by one of the roya} par* 
ty> who had taken refuge there. Some time after,. 
alfO} Mr. St. John, appointed their aqibaflador ta 
diat court, was infulted by the friends of the prince 
of Orange; Tbefe were thought motives fu^cient 
to indoce the commonwealth of England torteclare 
war againft them. The parliament's chief depend* 
ence lay in the aAivity and oo«tiage of Btake, their 
admiral: whcsr though he had not embarked in mt^' 
val command till late in life, yet furpafled all t^at- 
went before him in courage afMi dexterity. On ^e 
other fide^ the Dutch oppofed to hfi;» their famous. 
admkal Van Tromp, to whom they neivfer fifice pto- 
duced an eqnijkl. . Many were the engagements be- 
tween Aeft oeiebrxted admirais^ and various was 
their fuceefe. Sea-fights^ in gejoeral^ feldom prove 
decifive > and the vanquiibed am foan hen to make 
head a^tn& the v^^lofSi*' Several dreadlfiat encoun- 
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ters, therefore, rather ferved to flicw the exceBence 
of tjie admirals, than to dcteiminc their fuperiority. 
The Datch, however^ who fek many great difaa^ 
vantages by the loTs of their trad^ and by the total 
fufpenfion of their fiflieries, were willing to treat for , 
a peace ; but die parliament gare them a very unfi- 
vouraWe anfwer. It was the policy of that bodr> 
to keef their navy on foot as long as they couki ; 
rightly judging, that while the force of the nation 
was exerted by fea, it wotrW diminifh the power of 
general Cromwell by land, which was now becoihe 
venr formidable to them. 

This great afpirer, however, quicUy perceived 
their defigns ; and from the firft faw that they dread* 
M his growing power, and wifhed its diminution. 
All his iiieafurcs were conduifted with a bdd intre- 
pidity that marked his charafter, and he now faw, 
that it was not neceflary to wear the mafk of fubor- 
dination any Tonger. Secure, therefore, in the at- 
tachment of the army, he rcfolved to make another 
daring effort; and perftiadcd the oiRcers to prefent a 
petition for payment of 'arrears and redrefe of griev- 
ances, which he kr^ew would be rejefted by die com- 
mons with difdz'iru The petition was foon drawn 
up and prefei^ted, in which the officers, after de- 
manding their arrears, dcfired the parliament to con* ' 
fider how many years fhcy had fat^ and what 
profeflions they had formerly made of theii A. D. 
intentions to nW model the houfe, and efta- 165 3* 
blifli freedom on the broadeft bafo. 

The houfe was highlyoffended at the prefumptioa 
ef the army, although they had feen, h%a too lately^ 
ihat their own power was wholly founded on disrt 
Very prefiimption. They appointed a committee to^ 
prepare an aft, ordaining that all perfons who pre- 
fcnted fuch petitions, for the future, fcouRbe deem- 
ed guilty of hf gh treafon. To this the officets «iade 
' a very- 
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a very warm remonftrance, and tha parliament as an- 
gry a reply; while the breach between them every 
moment grew wider. This was what Cromwell had 
long wiflied, and had long forefeen. He was fittjng 
in council with his oiEcers, when informed of the 
fubjedt on which the houfe was deliberating; upon 
which he rofe up in the rnoft feeming fury, and turn- 
ing to Major- Vernon, cried ou^ " That he was 
" compelled to do a thing that made the very hair 
" of his head ftand an end." Then haftening to 
the houfe with three hundred foldiers, and with the 
marks of violent indignation on his countenance, he 
entered. Stamping with his foot, which was the 
fignal for the foldiers to enter, the place was imme- 
diately filled with armed men. Then addreffiig^ 
himfelf to the members : " For fhame, faid he, get 
'* you gone. Give place to honefter men ; to thofe 
" who will more faithfully difcharge their truft. 
" You are no longer a parliament: I teU you, you. 
*' arc no longer a, parliament ; the Lord has done 
*^ with you." Sir Harry Yane exclauiiing againft 
this conduft : "Sir Harry, cried Cromwell, with a 
" loud voice, O Sir Harry- Vane, the Lord deliver 
*« me from Sir Harry Vane." Taking hold of Mar- 
tin by the cloak, thou art a whore-mafter ;. to ano- 
thernthou art an adulterer; to third, thou art a, 
drunkard i to a fourth, thou art a glutton. " It is 
" you, (continued he to the members,) that have 
" forced me upon this. I have fougl\t the Lord night 
*' and d^y, that he would rather flay me than put me: 
** tipon this work." Then pointing to the mace, 
" Takeaway, (cried he) that bauble. After which^ 
turning out all the members, and clearing the hally 
he ordered the 3i>ors to be locked, aivd putting the 
key in bis pocket, returned to Whitehall. 

The perfons he pitched upon for his next parlia*- 
mcnt, were the loweft, meaneft, and th^e moil igno- 
rant 
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rant among the citizens,, and the very (dregs of the 
fanatics. He was well apprifcd that during the ad- 
miniftrayon of fuch a group of charafters he alone 
muft govern, or that they mufl fpon throw up tlie 
re^hs of government, which they were unqualified to 
guide. "Accordingly, their pradice juftified his fa- 
gaclty. . One of them particularly, who was called 
rraife God Bareborie^ a canting leather -feller, gave 
his name ta this odd aflTembly, and it was called 
Barebone's Parliament. 

The very vulgar began now to exclaim againft fo 
foolift a Iftgjflature ; and they thcmfelves feemed not 
ijifenfible of the ridicule which every day was thrown 
out againft them. Accordlfigly, oy concert, they 
ijfiet earlier than the reft of their fraternity ; and ob- 
ferving to each ofher* that this parliamei]^ had (at 
long enough, they haftened to Cromwell, with Roufe, 
their fpeaker, at their head,' and into his hands they 
refigned the authority with which he had inverted 
them. 

Cromwell accepted theirrefigna^en with pleafure ; 
but being told that fome of the numbeir were refrac- 
tory, he ^ent colonel White to cjear the houfe of 
fuch as ventured to remain there. They had placed 
one Moyer in the chair Jby the time that tlje colonel 
had arrived: and he being aflked by the c^onel, 
" What they did there?" Moyer replied Very 
gravely, that they were feekingthe Lord. " Then 
'* you may go elfe where, cried White, for to my 
** certain knowledge the Lord has not been here 
'* t^efe many years." 

This fhadow' of a parliament being diflblved, the 
officers, by their own authority, declared Cromwell 
Protedtor of the Commonwealth of England. He 
was to be addrefled by the title of Highnefsj and his 
power was proclaimed in London, and other parts 
of the kingdom. Thus an obfcure and fimple man, at 
the age of fifty-three, rofe to unbounded power; firft 
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by following fmaN events in his hvowTj^nd at lengtE 
by direSkig great ones.^ 

Cromwell chofe his council among his oftcers, 
who had been thecomivanions of his dangers and his 
victories, to each of whom he afligned a penfionof 
one thoufahd poands a year^ He took care to have 
bis troops, upon whofe, fidelity he depended for fup- 
port, paid a month in advance 5 the magazines were 
alfo weH provided, and the public treawre managed 
with fragality and care; while his a£^!vity, vigilance,* 
and refoJution were fuch, that be difcovered every 
confpiracy againft his perfon, and every plot for an 
infurreftion before they took effeft. 

His management of foreign, affairs, though, his -■ 
fchemes were bj no means pditica)^ yet well corre- 
fponded with his charafter, and, for a while^ were 
attended with fuccefs. The Dutch having been 
humbled by repeated defeats, '^nd totally abridged in, - 
their commercial concerns, w^re obliged at laft to- 
fue for peace, which he gave them upon terms rathep • 
too favourable. He infiAed upon their paying defe- 
rence to the Britifli Bag, He compelled them to 
abandon tlie intereft of the king, and top»y eighty-- 
Uve thoufand pounds as an indenmificatiof> for foN - 
Dier^expences, and to reftore the EngliOi Eaft India - 
Company a part of thoic dominions of which they 
had been difpoileffed by the Doech duriiig the former « 
i%ign, in that diflant part of the world. 

Re was notkfs fuccefsful in hrs negociations with "^ 
the court of F rainre. Cardinal Maz*irin^, by wham 
theaffaii-s of that kingdom were conduced, deemed « 
it neceffary to pay deference to the prote^of ; and 
d?frrous rather to prevail by dexterity than vidence, „ 
fttbmitted to Crom well's imperious character, and • 
tfcu« procured ewls equally benefiejcil to bo^nh. 

The court of Spain was not lefs affiduous m its 
Mde&vi>iH^^ fo gain lvis.fri€mlihip^ but w^as not fo fwr- 

^■» . ■ • e^sftiW . 
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cefsful. This vaft monarchy which hot a few \ 
years before had threatened the liberties o£ Europe^ 
was now reduced fo low, as to be (carccable to de'-* 
fend itfelf. Cromwell, however, who knew nothing 
of foreign politics, ftill continufed to regard its power 
with an eye of jcaloufy, and came into an affociatioft 
with France to deprefs it ftill more. He lent that 
court a body of fix thoufand men to attack thfe Span- 
ifh dominions in the Netherlands ; and upon ofe^ 
Gaining a fignal viftory by^ his affiftance at Dun«s,. 
the French put Dunkirk, which they had juft takea 
from the Spaniards, into his hands as a reward for 
his attachment. ^ , 

But it.was by fea that he humbled the power^of 
Spain with ftiil more effc6tual foccefs.. Blake, who 
had long made himfelf f<»Tnidable to the Dtitch, and 
whofe feme was fpread over Europe, now became 
ftill more dreadful to the Spani(b mionarchy. H^ 
failed with a fleet fntc^ the Mediterranean, whither, 
fmce the time of the crufades, no Engliih fleet had 
crer ventured to advance. He there conquered all 
Aat dared to oppofe hiin. Cafttng anchor before 
Leghorn, he demanded and obtained fatis&^ion.far 
feme injuries which the Englifli commerce had fof* 
fcred from the duke of Tufcany. He next faikd tp 
Algiers, and compelled the Dey to make 
peace, and to reftrain his piratical fubjefts A. !)• 
from farther injm*m'g the Englifhi He then 1655. 
went to Tnnis, and having made the Cimc 
demands, be was defired by the Dey of that place to 
-look at the two caftles, Porto Farino, and Goletta, 

f and do his utmoft. Blake ibowed him that he was 
not flow m accepting the chalknge j he entered the 
Ijarbour, burned the (hipping there, and then foiled 
out triumphantly to purfue his voyage. At Cadiz 
he took; two galloons valued at near two millions of 
pieces of eight. At thre Canaries he burned a Spanish 
flejst of fixtecn flxips^and returning home to England 

to 
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to enjoy the fame of his noble aiSions, as be came 
within fight of his native country he expired. This- 
jgallant man, though he fought for an ufurper, yet 
was averfe to his cai/fe ; be was a zealous republican 
in principle, and his aim was to ferve his country,, 
not to etfablifli a tyrant. " It is Hill our duty, (he 
" would fay. to the feamen,) to fight for our country 
** into whatever hands the government may fail. 

At the fame time that Blake's expeditions were go- 
ing forward, there Was another carried on under the 
command. of admirals Pen and Venabks, with about 
four thoufand land forces, to attack the iflandof Hif- 
paiiiola. Faihng, however, in this, and being dri- 
ven off the place by the' Spaniards, they fleered to 
Jamaica, which was furrendered to them without a 
blow. Soslittle was thought of the importance of 
this conqucft, that, upon the return of the cxpeditfon. 
Pen and V enebles were fent to the Tower, for their 
failure in the principal objedl of their expedition. 

But itmuft not be fuppofed that Cromwell's fitua- 
tion was at this time enviable. Perhaps no ftation. 
however mean or loaded with contempt, could be 
more truly diftrefsful than his> at a time the nation 
was loading him with congratulations and addrefles. 
He had, by this, rendered himfelf hateful ta 
A. D. every party ; and he owed his fafety to their 
1658. mutual hatred and diffidence of each other. 
His arts of diflimulation had been long ex- 
haufted ; none new could be deceived by them, thofe 
of his own party and principles difdaining the ufe to 
which he had converted his zeal and profefSons. 
The truth fecms to be, if we may ufe a phrafe taken 
from common life, * he had begun with being a 
dupe to his own enthuilafms, and ended with being 
a fliarper.' 

The whole nation fUently detefted hisadminiftra- 
tion. But he had notftill been reduced to the ex« 

treme 
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treme of wretchednefs, if he coiild hawe found do- 
meftic confolation. Fleetwood, his fon-in-law, ac- 
tuated by the wildeft zeal, detefted that chara6ter, 
which could ufe religious profeffions for the. pur* 
pofes of temporal advancement. His eldeft daugh- 
ter, married to Fleetwood, had adopted republican 
principles fo vehemently, that {he could not behold 
even- her own father entrufted with uncontrolable 
power. His other daughters were no lefs fanguine 
in favour of the royal caufe ; but, above all, Mrs. 
Claypole, his favourite daughter, who, upon her 
death'bed, upbraided him with all thofe crimes 
th^t led him, to trample on the throne. 

Every hour added fome new difquietude. Lord 
Fairfax, Sir William Waller, and many of the heads 
of the Prcfbyterians, had fecretly entered into an 
engagement to deftroy him. His adminiftration, fo 
expenfive both at home and abroad, had exhaufted 
his revenue, and he was left confiderably in debt. 
One confpiracy was no fooner detefted, but another 
rofe from its ruins j and to increafe his calamity, he 
^ was now taught, upon reafoning. principles, that his 
*death was not only defireabie, but his aflaffination 
would be meritorious. A book was publiflied by co- 
lonel Titus, a man who had formerly been attached 
to his caufe, entitled. Killing no Murder. Of all 
the pamphlets that came forth at that time, or per- 
haps of thofe that have fmce appeared, this was the 
moft eloquent and mafterly. " Shall we, (faid this 
popular declaimer) who vyould not fufFer the lion to 
invade us, tamely ftand to be de^roured.by the 
wolf?" Cromwell read this fpirited treatife, . and 
was never feen to fmile more. ' - 

'All peace ^as now for ever haniihed from his 
mind.. He now found, that the grandeur to which 
he had facrificed his former peace, was only an inlet 
to frefh inquietudes. The fears of aflaffination 
haunted hin^ in all his walks, and were perpetually 

prefent " 
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p^efcnt to h» ioiaginaticm^ He wore armour under 
bis clqathsj- and always kept piftois in his pockets. 
His afpbd was clouded by a fettled gloom ; and he 
regarded every ftranger with a glance of timid fufpr*' 
ciotL Headways travelled with hurry, and was ever ^ 
attended by a numerous guard. He^ never returned 
from any pbce by the road he went , and feldom. 
ilept aboTc three nights together in the fame cham- 
ber. Society terrined hlm» as there he might meet 
an enemy ; iblitude was terrible, as he was there 
uoguarded by every friend. 

. A tertsamague kindly came at laft to deliver him 
from this life of h<^ror and anxiety. For the fpacc- 
of a week no dangerous fymptoms appeared : and In 
the intervals of the £ts he was able to walk abroad. 
At length the fever increafed, and he became deli- 
rious. He was juft able to anfwer. Yes, to the de-r 
mand,^ whether his fon Richard fliould be ap5)ointed » 
to fiicceed him. He died on the third day of Sep- 
tember, that very day which he had always 
A. D. confidered as the moft fortunate ©f his life ; ^ 
1658. he was then fifty-nine years oldy and bad ' 
ufurped the government nine years. 

Whatever might have been the difference of in- 
tereft after the death of the ufurper, the influeiKe of 
his name was ftill fufficicnt to get Richard his fon 
proclaimed proteftor in hit room. But the army, 
difcontented with fuch a. leader, eftabliflied a meet.- 
ing at general Fleetwood's, Vvhiclvas he dwelt in - 
WallinglcH'drbou&» was called the Cabal of Wal- 
lingford The reialtof their deliberation was a re* 
monftrance that the command of the aimy fliouU be 
entrufted to fome perfon in whom they might all con- 
fide ; and it was plainly given to underftand that the- - 
young proteftor was not that perfon. 

Richard wanted refolutioa to defend the title that 
bad been conferred upon him;, he foon figned hi^-. 

-.* . , OWli 
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byrti sibdication in form, and retired to live feveral 
years after hi& refignation, at fii*ft on the continent^ 
and afterwards upon his paterniU fortune at home. 
.He was thought by the ignorant to be unworthy of 
the happinefs of his exaltation ;'but be knew i^ his 
tranquiflity in private, that he had made the moft 
fortunate dcape. 

The officers being owce more left to fliemfelves, 
^determined to replace the remnant of the old parlia- 
tnent which bad beheaded the king, and ^hich 
Cromwdll had fo difgracefully turned out of die 
houfe. 

The Rump Parliament, for that was the name it 
went by, being now rcinftated, was yet very vigor- 
ous in its attempts to leflen the power by which it 
was replaced. The officers -of the army therefore 
-came to a rdblution, ufual enough in thefe times, - to 
diflblve that aflembly, by which they were fo vehe- 
mently oppofed. Accordingly Lamocrt, one of die 
generals, drew up a chofen body of troops, and 
placing them in the ftreets which led to Weftmin- 
fter-hall, when the fpeaker, Lenthall, proceeded in 
• his carriage to the houfe, he ordered the horfes to be 
turned, and very civily conduced him home. The 
other men^bers were likewile intercepted, and the 
army returned to their quarters to obferve afolemn 
-faft, which , genepliy either preceded or attended 
their outrages. 

During thefe tranfafiions, general Monk was at 
'the head of eight thoufand veterans in Scotland, 
and beheld the diftraction of his native Country, 
-with bucflender hopes df relieving it. 

Whatever might have been his defigns, it was im-^ 
poffible to cover them with greater fecrecy than he 
-5id. As fi>on as he put his arniy in motion, to en- 
quire into the caufes of the dillurbances in the capital, 
his countenance was eagerly fought by all the vxi- 
tending parties. He ftill however continued to march 

his 
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his army towards the capital ; all the world equalty 
in doubt as to his motives, ^nd aftoaiflied at his re- 
fcrve. But Monk 'continued his inflexible taciturnity, 
and at lall came to St. Alban's, within a few miles 
of London. 

He there fent the Rnmp Parliament, who had re- 
fumed their feat, a mefl'age, de firing them to remove 
fuch forces as remained in Lond^^n to country quar- 
ters. In the mean time the Houie of Commons hav- 
ing paffcd votes for the compolure of the kingdom, 
diuolved themfelves, and gave orders for the imme- 
diate affembling a new parliament. 

As yet the new parliament was not affem- 
A. D. bled, and no perfon had hitherto. dived into 
1660. the defigns of the general. He ftill perfever* - 

ed in his referve: and although the calling a 
new parliament was but, in other v» ords, to reftore 
the king, yet his expreflions never once betrayed Jthe 
fecret of hisbofom. Nothing but a fegurity of confi- 
dence at laft extorted the confeifion from him. He 
had been intimate with one Morrice, a gentleman of 
Devonfhire, of a fedcntary, ftudious difpofition, and 
with him alone did he deliberatt* upon the great and 
dangerous enterprifq of the reftoration. Sir John 
Granville, who had a com miflion from the king, ap- 
plied for accefs to^he geneial ; he was dciired to com- 
municate his huunefs to Morrice. G ranville refufed^ 
though twice urged, to deliver his meflage to any 
but the general himfelf; fo that Monk now finding 
he coulti depend on this minifter's fecrecy, he open- 
ed to him his V.hole intentions; but, with his'ufual 
caution. Hill fcVupled to commit any thing to paper. 
In confequence cf thefe the king left the Spanifli 
territories, where he very narrowly efcaped being 
detained at Breda by the governor, ui)der pretence 
of treating him with proper refpecl and formality. 
From thence he retired into Holland, where he'^re- 
folved to wait for further advice. 

At 
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At length the long expefted dav for the fltting of 
• z free parliament arrived. The af^eftions of all were 
turned towards the king ; yet fuch were their fears, 
and fuch dangers attended a freedom of fpeech, that 
no one dared, for fome days, to make any mention of 
his name. All this time Monk, with his ufual re-* 
ferv«, tried their, tempers, and examined the ardour 
of their wiflies ; at length he gave direftions to An- 
nefley, prefident of the council, to inform them that 
one air John Granville, a fervant of the king, h^d 
been fent over by his majefty, and was now at the 
door with a letter to the commons. 

Nothing could exceed the joy and tranfport with 
which this meffage was received. The members for 
a moment forgot the dignity of their fituations, and 
indulged in a loud acclamation of applaufe. Gran- 
ville was called in, and the letter eagerly read. A 
inoment's paufe was fcarce allowed ; all at once the 
houfe burft out into an univerfal afient on the king'3 
•propofals; and to difFufe the joy more widely, it 
was voted that the letter and indemnity fliould im« 
-mediately be publiflied, 

Charles 11. entered London on the twenty-ninth day 
of May, which was his birth-day. An innumerable ' 
concourfe of people lined the way wherever he paff- 
ed, and rent the air with their acclamarions. They 
. ijad been fo long diftraSed by unrelenting faftions, 
oppreffed and alarmed by a fucceffion of tyrannies, . 
that they could no longer fupprefs their emotions of 
delight to behold their conftitution reftored; or ra- 
ther, like a phoenix, appearing more beautiful and 
vigorous from the ruins of its former copflagration, 

Fanaticifm, with its long train of gloomy terrors, 
fled at the approach of freedom ; the ars of fociety 
and peace began to return ; and it had been happy for 
the people if the arts of luxury had not entered in 
their train. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXX. 
CHARLES II. 

W HEN Chacks came to the diront he was 
thirty ye^urs of ^ge, poflefled of an agreeable per* 
SoBj an elegant addrefi, and an engaging manner. 
His whole demeanour and behaviour was well calcu^ 
lated to fupport and increale popularity. Accuftom- 
ed, during his exile, to Uve cheertuUy among his 
courtiers, he carried the lame endearing familiarities 
to the throne ; and from the levity of his temper, 
no injuries were cireaded from his former vefent- 
ments. Butit wasfoon found that all thtfe advan- 
tages were meerly fuperficial His indolence and 
love of pleafure made him averfe to all kind of bu- 
ll nefs ; his (amilliarities were proftituted to the worft 
as well as the beft of his fubje^b; and he took ho 
care to reward his former friends, as he had taken 
.few ileps to be avenged of his former enemies. 

Though an aft of indemnity was paiTed, thofc 
who had an immediate hand in the king's death were 
excepted. Cromwell, Ircton, and Bradihaw, though 
dead, were confidered as proper objedts of refent- 
ment> their bodies were dug from their graves, 
dragged t» the place of execution, and after hanging 
fome time, buried under the gallows. Of the reft, 
who fat in judgment on the late monarch's trial, fome 
were dead, and fome were thought worthy of pardon. 
Ten only, out of fourfcorc, were devoted to imme- 
diate dcftructipn. Thefe were enthufiafts, who had 
allalongafted from principle, and who, in the gene- 
ral fpirit of rage excited againft them, fhewed a for- 
titude that might do honour to a better caufe. 

This 
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This was tbe time for the king to have made him- 
felf independent of all parliaments ; and it is faid^ 
that Southampton, one of his miniilers, had thought 
of procuring his mafter from the commons the grant 
of a revenue of two millions a year, which would 
have efFediually rendered him abfolute ; but in this 
his views were obftru£led by the great Clarendon, 
who, though, attached to the king, was ftill more the 
friend of liberty and the laws. Charles, however, 
was^ no way interefted in thefe oppoiite views of his 
foinifters ; he only defired money, in order to prof6« 
cute his pleafures ; and provided he had that, he little 
regarded the manner in which it was obtained. 
. His continual exigencies drove him conftantJy to 
meafures uo way fuited to his inclination. Among 
others, was his marriage, celebrated at this time with 
Catherine, the infanta of Portugal, who, though a 
virtuous princefs, poiTeiTed as it mould feem but few 
perfonal attradlions. It was the portion of this prin- 
cefs that the needy monarch was enamoured of, 
w&ich amounted to three hundred thoufand pounds, 
together with the fortrefs of Tangier in Africa, and 
ofBombay in the Eaft Indies. The chancellor Cla- 
rendon, the dukes of Ormond and Southampton, 
urged many reaibns againft this match, particularly 
the likelihood of her never having any children j the 
king difregarded their advice, and the inaufpicious 
marriage was celebrated accordingly. 

It was probably with a view of recruiting the fup- 
ply for his pleafures, that he was induced to declare 
war againft the Dutch, as the money appointed for 
that purpofe would go through his hands. In this 
^ naval war, which continued to rage. for fome years 
with great iiercenefs, much blood was fpilt, and 
great treafure exhaufted, until at laft a treaty was 
concluded at Breda, by which the colony of New 
York, was ceded by the Dutch to the Engh'ih, and 
confidered as a moft valuable acquiiition, 

M This 
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This tr^sity was .cooftdfrod as ingtorioM to the 

Eiiglife, as tl^y ftulcd in gaining, any redfefs upon 
t]\fi complaint^ which gave rife to it. Lord Claren* 
don, pacticularly^ gained a fltfice of blam^ both for 
hi^ving firftisdyifedan utneceffiwy war, and then for 
corv^luding a diigiraceful^eace. He had been long 
^Qpljiiing in the kill's favour,; and he was no left 
di^leafiog to the maiprityof the people. 

T^is, feci«ed the hgnalfor the earl's enemies to 
ftip .in» and.eflEb^ this entire overthrow,. Axharge 
wa& opened againil him in the houfe of cofnmons by 
Ml*, Seympuf) confiftingof. feventeen articles* Thcie, 
which were only a catalogue of the. popular rumours 
bQfore-ii>cnUoned, appeared at firft/ight falfc or fri- 
voJou5. However, Clarendon finding the popular 
tojreot, uoited to the violence. of power, running 
with inapetvipfiiy ag^inft him, thought proper to 
withdraw to France* 

Having thiis got riAof his virtuous minifter, the 
kipg fooa after refigned himfelf to the diretStion' of a 
,fet,of men who afterwards went.by the appellation of 
th^ Cabal, fr.um thq initials of the names of which 
it w^s compofed. ^ 

The firJft .of th«m. Sir Thomas Clifford, was a 
' mBf\ pf a daring;and.im|)etuous/pirit, rendered more 
dangerous by eloqucjrice and intrigue. Lord. A(hley, 
foQix afi^jf knowjBL by the name of Lord Sk^feibajT, 
was turbulent, ambUixJus, fubtle,. and enterprifing. 
Th^vdukc of Buckingham was gay, capricious, of 
fornp vvit» and great vivacity., Arlington wasa man 
but; of very onoderate capacity; his iiitentions were 

food, bu,t he. wanted courage -to, perievere in, tbejn. 
.aft ly, the . duke of Lauderdale^ who .was iioJtdefec- 
tive in i^ati^ral, and ftil l.leis in. acquired^ talents ; but 
neijth^r ,wAS his addrefs giaceful, nor his underftand- 
ing jix&i'^ he, was ambition^ obftinate, inlb- 
A.jD, lent, and fuHcn* Thefe.wcre the men to- 
1670. whom Charle^ga^e up the.condu6lorhis«f- 
fairsi'and who plunged the' remaining part 

^ of 
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of his reign in difficulties^ which produced thfe^mtjft' 
dangerous fymptoirfs. 

ftota this inaufpicioa^ ajflmbinatiortthe people had 
cntertaiofed violent jealotiilesagamflrth'ecoiift. The 
fears and difcontents of the iiadoft wefei vented Asd th- 
out reftraint: die apprehettfions of a pd^fli'fitccefloi;, 
an abandoned court, and a parliafla^ent which, though 
ibmetimes aflertor& of liberty, yet which had now 
continued for fevjenteen years without change, natu- 
turally rendered the mintfe of m^kirtd timidand fuf- 
piciou^ and they only wanted objefts on which ta 
wreak their ill-humour. 

When the fpirit of the Singlifh is orice roufed, 

' th^y either find objedls of fufjiicion ormakctham. 
On the I2th of Auguft, one Ktrby, a chemfft, ac- 
cofted the king as he was walking,in the pat-k. "Sir, 
" faid he, keep within the company, your enemies 
. ^ have 1 defign upon your life, and'ydU ma^ be fliot 
" in this very walk." Being qiieftibned in confe- 
quence of this ftrange intimation, he ofFered to 

^produce one Dr. Tongucj a weak credulous cFer- 

8 man, who had told hitn, that two perfons, named ' 
rove and Pickering, were engag^^d to niurder the 
king ; ajnd that Sir George Wakeman, the queen's 
phyflcian, had undertaken^ the fanie tafk by poifon. 
Tongue was introduced to the king with a bundle 
of papers relating to this pretended conlpiracy, and 
was referred to the lord treafuret Danby. He there 
declared, that the papers were thruft under his door ; 
and he afterwards aflerted, that he knew the author 
of them^ who defired that his name might be con- 
cealed, as he dreaded the referitment of the Jefuits. 
This information appeared fo vague and unfatif- 
faSory, that the king concluded the whole was a 
fi£lion. However, Tongue was not to be repreffed 
in the ardour of his loyalty; he went again to the 
lord trWurer, and told him, thlt a pacquet of iet- 
. ters, written by Jefuits concerned in the plot, wa^ 
Mz that 
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that night to be, put; into the poft-houfe for Windfor, 
direSed to one Bedingfieli}, a Jefuit, who was con- 
ftiloT to the duke of rorlc, and who refided there. 
Thefe letters had adtuaily.bien received a few hours 
before by the duke ; but he had (hewn them to the 
king as a forgery, of which he neither knew the 
drift nor the meaning. 

Titus Oates, who was the'/puntain of all this 
dreadful intelligence, was produced foon ^fter, vriio, 
with fceming reluftance, came to give Bis evidence. 
,TJiis Titus Dates was an abandoned nxifcreapt, ob- 
fcure, illiterate, vulgar, and indigent. He Jiad been 
once indi£led for perjury, was afterwards. chaplaia 
on bo,ard..a msn of war, and difmifled for-unnatural 
pra^^ice?. He then profefleH himfelf a Roman. Ca- 
tiiollc, and crofled the fea to St. Omer's, where he 
was for fqme time maintained in the Englifli femi- 
nary of that city. At a. time that he was fuppofed 
to have been entrufted with.^a fqcret involving the 
fate of kings, he was allowed to remain in fuch ne« 
ce/Tity, that Kirby was obliged to fupply him with 
daily bread. 

* He bi;ul two methods to proceed, either to ingrati- 
ate himfelf i>y this information with the.mi.niftry, or 
to alarm the people, and thus turn their fears to his 
advantage. He chofe the latter method. He went, 
therefore, with his two companions to Sir Edmondf- 
bury Godfrey, a noted and aftive juftice of peace, 
and before him depofed to a narrative drefled up in 
terrors fit to make an impreffion on. the vulgar. 
Thie pope, he faid, confidered himfelf as entitled to 
the poffeflion of England and Ireland, on account of 
the herefy of the prince and people, and had accord- 
ingly afTumed the fovereignty of thefe kingdoms. 
The king, whom the Jefuits called the Black Baf- 
tard, was folemnly tried by them^ and. condemned 
as an heretic. .Grove and Pickering, to make fure 
work, were employed to (hoot the king, and that 

too 



too with filver bulletsl Th6 duke of 'York was to 
be offered the crown in confequetice; of the.fucc^fs 
of thefe prbbaWe fchemes, on condition of extir- 
pating the Proteftant religion. XJpon his refu&I, 
"'To pbtj^mt^ ntuft go, as the Jefuits were faid 
to exprefe itl- 

In confequence bf this dreadful information, fuflS- 
ciendy marked with abfurdity, vulgarity, and con- 
tradiAion, Titus Oatcs became the favourite of the 
people, notwithftanding, during his examination be- 
fore the council, he fo. betrayed the groffnefs of his 
impoftures, that he contradicted himfelf in every, 
flep of hi$ narration. 

A great number of the Jefuits mentioned by Oates 
were immediately taken into cuftody. Coieman, fe- 
cretary to the duke of York, who was faid to have 
afted fo ftrenuous a part in the conrpiracy, at firft 
retired; but next day furrendered himfelf to the 
fecretary of ftate, and fome of his papers, by Oates's - 
direftions, were fecured* - 

In this fluduation^of paflidns,- arf accident ferved * 
to confirm the prejudices of the people, and to put 
it beyond a doubt that Oates's narrative was nothing 
biit the truth. Sir Edmondftury Godfrey, who had 
been fo adtivc in unravelling the whole myftery of 
thepopiflr machinations, after having, been mining 
fome days, wasrfound dead in a ditch by Primrofe- 
hill, in the way to Hatnpftead. The caufe of bis 
death remains, and mult ftill continue, a fecretj 
but the people already enraged againft the papifts, 
did not hefitate a moment to afcribe it to them. 
The body of Godfrey was carried through the ftreets 
in proceflion, preceded by feventy clergymen j and 
every one who faw it made no doubt that his death 
could be only caufed by the papifts. Even the hotter 
fort of peofSe were infeflted with this vulgar preju- 
dice ; and fuch was the general conviftion of popifo 
guilt, that no perfon, with any regard to perfonal 
^ M 3 . fkfetV. 
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^4fety, co«W exprefe the leaft dpwbt concerning "tfie 
ju>ibnnation of Oatcs, or the m.urder of Godfrey. 

Jo 9rder.to continue ^d propqgatc the alann, the 

l^vliaroeiit ajFt fted fo beljev.e it true. An addrefs 

jwgs .voted fcr a fojcronfaft. Jt was requqfted that 

9II papers tcninng to throw light upon fo horribje a 

,con{pir,icy might be laid before the houfe^ that all 

j>aplfts fbculd remove from London, that acc^fs 

ftould be denied sit court to aH .unknown and fufpici- 

^ous perfon?, arul that ihe tcaui-bjands in London and 

y/elluiinftc! ihould be in rcadincfs to march. Oates 

■Wins rvcoui in welded by parllnmcnt to the king. He 

was lodge ol in \Vhitchall, and encouraged by a pen- 

iion of twelve hundred pounds a year toj;?rocecd in 

^Ibrgl^g jacw infbrnoations. 

TheeiyrovJcagement given to O^tcs did not fitil to 
.-brit^g in. others ^fo, who hpped xq profit by the de- 
l^fion p{ the Mmes. Willl^oi Bedloe> a >ixian, if 
poiiible, inore infamous fhan Gates, appeared neat 
upon the ftage. He was, like the former, of .v^ry 
low births h^i heeii nQ(ed for feviei;^! cheats and 
thefts. This m^n, ^t ki^ osirp defire) w^^rxefted 
^^t Sriftol, and f^onv^ye4 (o Lppdop, wbJ^re Jhe ds- 
.c.lai:ed before ;he cqvi^^cil tbfit he had (g^ the bo^y 
p{ Sir Edraon<ybijry jGodfrey, at Sqmerfet-JtijQuie, 
y/h^X^ the queen live^l. I^e dud that a fervant pf 
lord Bellafis qifered t^give him fojir thou(and pomvls 
\{ he would c^rry it off; and finding ^l.hia informa- 
tion greedily received, he confirmed and lightened 
.Qates's plot with aggravated horrors. 

I'hws ejicovf raged by the general voice in their fa- 
vour, the witneif^s, who all along had enlarged their 
narratives, in proportion as they were e^igevly ri^ceiv- 
cd^ went a ftep farther, and veot;Hrcd to^qcuife the 
quepn* 7^he commoi>s, in an s^ddreis to the ^king, 
^ave countenance to this fqandalau^ aqcui^tiQ^^ the^ 
lOrds reje(5led it with becoming difd^. 

Edward 



i 



CHARLES II. 247 

Edward Ct>lei!nan, fecretary to the duke 6f York, 
was the fifft who was brought fo trial, as being moil 
^ obnoxious to flfofe who pretended to fear the intrb- 
duflimi of popery. Bedloe fwore that he firft receiv- 
ed a ccrmmifliDn, flgricd by the Ifupdrior 6f the Je- 
fuits, appoiriting him papal fecretary of ftate, and 
•that he trad conf^nted to the. kfng's affaffitiatioti. 
After this AanffbrtiiVttte inan*s fentence, thus procured 
by thefe vipefs, many members of both houfes of- 
fered to inteipdfc in nis behalf, if he would make an 
ample conf^ion 5 but as he Was, in reality, pofleffed 
of no treafonable fecrets, he would not procure life 
by falfehobd and impofture. He fuffbrcd with cstlnt- 
n^is arid confkncy, and to the laft perfiffed in thfe 
ftrongeft proteftatiort's of his innocence. 
^ The trial of Coleman was fucceedefl by thofe of 
Intend, Pickering, and Grove, They protcft^ij 
riicir innocencis, mitWetfefOuftd guilty. TKefc un- 
happy men Went tb TeJcfecution, prpteftlh^ -their iil- 
nocertce, a drcumftttncte Ivhich made ho impreiRoh 
on the fp«a«tbrs«i their beirig Jcfuife, fianifhcd ^Irth 
pity from their ftiffefihgs, 

iliB, Gr^en, atid'Berry, were tried ujjiln thi? evr- 
ctence df orte Mil^ Pran<2:e,for fhe inUftfer of Q6d- 
frey 5 but though Bfedloe*s 'hatrtttrvfe, Snd Prance*s 
information, ^<ire totally hrrtrfcbiVcilcablejSnd fhcngh 
theiT teftirti6«y Was mvialidaftd by contrary evi- 
dence, all was'ift vain 5 the pHfdrt'ei-s Were^cbhddiiin^- 
^d and e^ecutfed. Thfey all aeriFed their guHt it the 
execution 5 and as Beny di^d a Prcfteft^nt, this erf- 
cuiltftartce was regarded as Very cbnTid^rable. 

Whitehread, provincial of Gib Jefuits, Fehwidc, 
Gavanj Turrier, arid Hafcoiirt, all 'cf fhem 6f the 
fame order, were broti^ht tb fheir trial; and Lang- 
home fotJn after/ BeTides Odces and Bedloe, i!)u|- 
dale, a flew Witrieft, appeared aj^amil the prifbners. 
This itiah Ipr^ad the alarm ftill ferfh'er, and even 
a&rted, thttt'two htr^r^d thouftndi^aprffs in Engv 
M 4 land 
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land were ready to take arms. The prifoners prov- 
ed, by fixteen witneffes from St. Omer's, that 
Oates was in that feminary at'the tim^ he fwore he 
was at London. But as they were papifts their 
•oftimony could gain no manner of credit. ^ AU 
pleas availed them nothing; both the Jefuits and 
Langhorne were condemned, and executed, with 
their laft breath denying the crirwes for which they 
died. ' ' 

The informers had lefs fuccefs on the trial of Sir 
George Wakeman, the queen's phyfician, who, 
though they fwore with their ufual^animouty, was 
acquitted. His condemnation would have involved 
fhe queen in his guilt; and it is probable the judge 
and jury were afraid of venturing fo far. 

The earl of Stafford, near two years after, was 
the laft man who fell a facrifice to.thefe bloody 
wretches; the witneffes produced againft him were 
Oates, Dugdale, and Tuberville. Gates fwore 
that he faw Fenwick, the Jefuit, deliver Stafford a 
commiifion from the general of the Jefuits, conftU 
tuting him pay-mafler of the papal -army. The 
clamour and outrage of the populace againft the pri- 
soner was very great j he was found guiltyj and con- 
demned to be hangied and quartered; but t|ie king 
changed the fentence into that of beheading. He 
was executed on Tower-hill, where even his profe- 
cutors could not forbear (bedding tears at that ferene 
fortitude which fhone in every feature, motion, and 
accent of this aged nobleman. : — ^ 

This parliament had ccwitinucd to fit for fevente^n 
years without interruption,, wherefore a new one was 
called; in which was pafTed the celebrated . ftatute, 
called the Habeas Corpus AS, which confirms the 
fubjecSl in an abfolute fecurity from oppreflive power. 
By this^aft It was prohibited to fend any one to pri- 
foils beyond the fea : no judge, under feverc penal- 
ties, was to refufe to any prifoner his writ of habeas 

corpus i 
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corpus ; by which the gaoler was to produce in court 
the body of the prifoner, whence the writ had its 
name, and to certify the caufe of his detainer and 
imprifonment. If the gaol lie within twenty miles 
of the judge, the writ muft be obeyed in three days, 
and fo proportionaWy for greater diftances. Every 
prifoner muft be indi&cd the firft term of his com- 
mitment, and brought to trial the fubfequent term. 
And no man, after being enlarged by court, can be 
re-committed for the fame offence. 

The Meal-Tub Plot, as it was called, foon follow- 
ed the farmer. One Dangerfield, more infamous, if 
polEbfei'than Oates and Bedloe, a wretch who had 
been-fet in the pillory, fcourged, branded, and tranf- 
p0rted for felony and coining, hatched a plot, in 
cdnjunftion with a midwife, whofe namowas Cellier, 
a/Roman Catholic, of abandoned charailer. Danger- 
field began by declaring,, that- there was a defign. on 
foot to fet up a new form of government, and remove 
the king and the royal family. He communicated 
this intelligence to the king, and the duke of York,.^ 
who fupplied him with money, ^nd countenanced bis 
difcovery. He'hid fome feditious papers in the lodg- 
iBgs of one Colonel Manfel j and then brought the 
cuftom-hou^- of&eers to his apartment, to fearch^ for 
fij^ugg'ed" merchandize. The papers were found, 
andthocouneil having examined the affair, conclud>- 
ed they*were forges by Danger field. I^hey order- 
ed all the placed he frequented to be fearched ; and 
in? the houi'e of Cellier, the whole fcheipe of the con- 
piracy was difcovered upon paper, concealed in. a 
meal-tub, from whence the plot had its name. 
Dangcrfield being committed to Newgate, made an 
wnple confeffion of the forgery, which, though pro* 
babJy entirely of his owncontrivarlce, he afcribed 
to the earl of Caftlemain, the countefs of Powis, and 
the five lords iti the Tower.' He laid, that the defign 
was to fuboin witnefies to prove a chajge of fcdomy 
M^ and 
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and peijary upon Oaies, fo sfiaffimte .the leari of 
Shaftefbury, to accufe the dukes of Mcnmouth and 
Buckingham, the earb of Effex,. Halifax, and odiers,' 
of having been concerned in the cojpQiiracy agaiaft 
the' king and his brother. Upon thi$ iofermation, 
the earl of Caftlemain and the cooxltefi of Posvis 
were fent to the Tower, and^the king himfelf was 
fufpe£led of encouraging this inajfiofture. 

The chief point which the* prefent houfe of cxm*- 
mons labovA-ed to obtain, was die Excluiion Biily 
which, though the former hou& had voted, was 
never pafTed intp a law. Shaftefbury, and many 
confiderable metf of the party, had rendered them- 
iclvef fo obnoxious to the duke of York, that they 
could find fafety in no meafure but his ruin. Mon- 
mouth's friends hoped that the exclufton of James 
would make room for their own patron. . The doke 
of York's pi ofefled bigotry to the Cathoh'c fuperfti- 
tion influenced numbers; and his tyrannies, which 
were praflifed without contmul, while he continued 
in Scotland, rendered his name odious to thouiands. 
In a week, therefore, after- the commencement of 
the feffions, a motion was made for bringing in a 
bill, for excluding him from the^fucceffion to the 
throne i and a cammittee was appointed for that pur- 
pofe. The debates were carried en with great vio- 
lence on both fides. The king was prefent during 
*the whole debate j and had the pkafure of feeing the 
kill thrown out by a very great majority. ' 

Each pai ty had now for fome time reviled and ri- 
diculed ct^ch other in pam})lilets and libels ; and this 
practice, at lafl:, was attended with an incident that 
deferves notice. One Fitxharris, an If ilh papift^ de- 
pendent on the duchefe of Porti'mouth, one of the 
king's miilieflesjufed.to fupply her with theft occa- 
iional publications. But he was refolved to add to 
i^'it number by bis own endeavours ; and employed 
mUt Everh^ri, a Scotchman, to write a libel againft^ 

• the 
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' Ae king «nd«the littfce of York, The Scot wafs aEhi- 
rily a fpy for dte'oppolke party; ahd fuppofitig tMs 
a trick to entrap him, he dHcbverd tht wtmte to Sir 
William WaDer, an eminent J uftice of peate; and 
to convince Win of the truth of his infok^matfon, poflf- 
cd him, and two other perfbns, pi-ivately, whefe 
they heard the whole conference betVireeh Fit56harris 
and himfelf. The libd compojfed bet^veen theni vvas 
replete with the dtmoft raiffcotfr andfcurfiiiCy. Wal- 
ler carried the ihtefligencef to the king, and obtained 
a Warrant for committing Fitzharris, who happened 
at that very time to have' a copy of the libel in his 
pocke t. SetSng himfelf in die hands of a party, frotn 
which he expeded no mercy, he refolved to fide 
with them, and throw the bdium of the libd upon 
the court, who, he fald, were Willing to draw up a 
libel, which flxould be itnput^d to tttte exclufibners, 
and thus fender them tertlefill to tbe peopk. He en- 
hancetl his feftices With the country party, by a ndw 
popifli jrfot^ ffill more t/emendou^ th^n any of the 
foregoing. He brought in the duke oif York as a 
principal accom^lite in this plot, and "3$ a contriver 
* in the murder of Sir Edmondfburv Godfrey. 

The king impriforred Fitzharrls ; the commons 
ayow'ed bis caufe. They voted that he fliould be 
impeaichcd by tiiemfelve^, to fcrften him from the oi^-- 
dinary forms of jaftite> the lords rejeSed the im- 
peachment j the commons aflerted their right*,' a 
commotion was iifkely to.enfuej and the king, to 
tlr^pak off the conteft, went to the houfe, ancfrfif-. 
ibived the parliament, with a fixed refolutlon never 
to cill another. 

This vigorous meafore was. a blow that the parlia- 
ment had never expeAed.; and nothing but the lie- 
ceffity of the times Could have juftified the king's 
manner of proceeding. From that jnonrient, Which 
ended the parliamentary commotions, Charles feem- 
ed to rule with defpotic power j and he was refolved 

to 
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to leave the fucceiSon to his bfother, but cloggecf 
ivith all the faults and misfortunes of his ownadmi- 
niftration. His temp^i^ which had always been 
eafy.and merciful, now became arbitrary, and even 
cruel J he entertained fpies and infomers round the 
throne, and inipcifoned.all fuch as he thought mdd 
daring in their defigns. 

He refolved to humble the Preftytcriansj thefe 
wefe divefted of their employments and their places;, 
and their oflSces given, to fuch as held with die courjty 
and approved the dbctrioieof non-reliftance. ^The 
clergy began to teftify their zeal and their principles 
by their vvritings and their fermonsj but though 
among thefe the partisans of the king were the moft 
numerous^ thofe of the oppofite faftion were the moil 
enterprifing, The king openly efpoufed the caufe 
of the former y and thus placing himfelf at the head" 
of a faftion, he deprived the city, of London, whi<^h 
. had long Jieaded the popular party, of their charter. 
It was not till after an abjedib fubmiffion that he re- 
llorxd it to them,, having previoufly fubjefted the 
election of their magiftrates to his immediate au* 
thority. 

Terrors alfo were not wanting to confirm his new 
fpecics of monarchy. Fitzharris was brought to his 
trial before a jury, and condenuied and executed* 
The whole gang of fpies,. witneffes, informers, fub- 
orners, which had long been encouraged and fw- 
pdrted by the leading patriots, finding now that we 
king was entirely matter, turned fliort upon their aj»- 
cient drivers,, aiid offered their evidence againft thole 
who had firft put them in motion. The king's mi- 
nifters, with a horrid fatisfaftion,, gave them coun- 
tenance and encouragement j fo that foon the fame 
cruelties and the fame injuftice were pradtffed againft 
Prefbyterian fchemes,that hadbe;ep ejnployed againft 
Catholic treafons. 

The. 
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» Thcfirft perfcn who Maunder the difpleafure-ef 
the miniftry.'was one Stephen College, a London 
joiner, who had become fo noted for his zeal againft 
popery, that he w«nt by the name of the Proteftant 
J[oiner. He had attended the city members to Ox* 
ford, armed with fword and piftol; he had feme- 
times been beard to fpeak irreverently of the king, 
and was now prefented by the grand*jury of Londdn 
as guilty of /edition. A jury at Osefora, after half 
an hour's deliberation, brought him in- guilty, and 
the fpedators teftified their inhuman pleafure With a 
fhout of appiaufe. He bore bis fate with unihaken 
fortitude; and at the plaee of execution denied the 
crime for which he hadbeen condemned. 

The power of, the crown at this time be-- 
came irrefiftible,.the city of London having, A. D. 
been deprivedofrtheirchwrter, which was re- 1683,- 
ftored only upon terms of fubmii&on ;. and: 
the giving up the nomination of their own ma- 
giftrates, was fo mortifying a circumftance, that all > 
the other corporations in England foon began to fear 
the fame treatment, and were fucceffively induced 
to*furrender their charters into the hands of tbe. 
king. Confiderable fums were exadied for reftoring 
thefe charters ; and all die offices of power and profit - 
WGTG left at the difpofal of the crown. Refiftance 
now, however juftifiable, oould not be fafe ; and 
all prudent men faw no other expedient, but peace-^ 
ably fubmitting to the prefent grievances.. But 
there was a party in England that ftill cheriihed th^r 
former ideas of freedom, and were lefolved to hazard 
every, danger in "its defence. 

The duke of Monmouth, the king's natural fon 
by*Mrs. Waters,, engaged the earl ot Macclesfield, 
lord Brandon, Sir Gilbert Gerrard, and other gen- 
tlemen in Clkilxire, in his caule. Lord Rufiel 
-fixed a correfpondence with Sir William Courtney, 
Sir Francis Rowles, and Sir Francis Drake, who 

promifed 
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promifed to mile the Weft. - Shadceftafy, vrith one 
Fergufon, an independent cT^rgyman, and a refUefs 
plottd)-, managed the city, upon which the confe- 
derates chiefly relied. It was now that this CUi'bu- 
knt man found bis fchemes moft likely to take 
efied. 

After the difappointment and deftru£Hon of an* 
hundred plots, he at laft began to be Aire of this'. 
Bu^ this icheme, likl all the former, was difappoint* 
ed. The caution of lord Rufiel, who induced the 
duke of Monmouth to put oifF the enterprife, (aved 
Ae kingdom from the horrors of a civil war ; while. 
Shaftefbury was fo ftruck with the fcnfe of his im- 
pending danger that he left his honfe, and lurking 
about the city, attempted, but in vain, to drive die 
Londoners into open infurredlion. At laft, enraged 
at the numberlefs cautions and delays which clogged 
and defeated his projects, he threatened to begin ' 
within his friends alone. However, after a long 
ftruggle between fear and rage, he abandoned aU 
hopes of fuccefs, and jfled out of the kingdom to 
Amfterdam, where be ended his turbulent life foon 
after, without being pitied by his friends or feared 
by his enemies. 

The lofs of Shafteftniry, though it retarded die 
views of the confpirator^, did not fupprefs them.-*— 
A council of fix was ere<5twd, confdiling of Mon- 
mouth, Ruffel, Effex, Howard, Algernon Sidney, 
and John Hampden, grandfon to the great man of 
that name. 

Such, together with the duke of Argyll, were 
the leaders of this confpiracy. But dsere w^s alio 
a fet of fubordinate confpirators, who frequently 
met togethej, and carried on proje£h quite oi- 
known to Monmouth and his council. Atho&g 
Ihefe men was colonol Rumfey, an old reptiWican 
officer, to|cther witii lieuteriaat-c^onel Walcot, of 
die fame ftamp* 

Goodenough, 
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Goodenough^ ixnder-lhetiff af Lond^, a zealous 
and noted partyrhan, Fergufim, an independent mi- 
fiifter, and feveral att^H-nres, .merchants, and tradef- 
' men 0f hcmdon. But Rumfey and Fergoibn were 
die ertlf pei^bns who had accefe to the great leaders 
of the conipiFacy^ Thefe men^^in their meetings, em- 
braced. €he moft defperate reiblutions. Th^ fro- 
pofed to afiaffinate the king in bis way to New^ 
market} Rumbai, one of the party, pofiefleda farm 
upon tk^ road, called die Ryie^hoiife, and from thence 
the confpir^ waft denominated the Rye-houfe Plot. 
They ddiberaieA 4ipon a fcheme of ftopping the 
king's coach, by overturning a cart on the highway 
at this place, iand (hooting him through the hedges. 
The houfe in v^ich the king lived at New-market 
took fire accidentally, and he was obliged to leave 
New- market eight days fooner than was ^xpeSxd ; 
to which circumftance his fafety was ^^fcribed. 
, Among the coafpirators was one Keiling, who, 
finding himfelf in danger of a profecujcion fbr arreft-^ 
ing the lord mayor of London,* refcJved to earn his^^ 
pardon by di&overi ng this plot to the miniftry. Co* 
lonsl Rumfey, and Weft, a lawyer, no feoner on- 
derftood that this man had informed againft them> 
^an they agreed to 6ve their lives by turning king's 
evidejic^ and they furrendeced themfelves accord- 
ingly. Monmouth abiconded; Rufiel was fent to 
(heTowerj Greyefcapedj Howard wa^ taken c(»gt- 
cealed in a chimney ; EfTex, Sydney, and Hampden^ 
w«re icon after arrefted, and had the mortificatim to 

. find lord Howard an evidence againft th^n; '^ / 
Watcot WAS firft bFoi||ht to trial and condemned, 
together with Hone and Koufe, two aviates in the 

V €onfpiracy, upon t^ evidence of Aumfey, Weft, and 
Sheppard. I'hey diad penitent, acknowledging the 
juftice of the fentence by whic^ they wci'e executed. 
A rquch greater facrifice was (hortly afi«r to follow. 
This was the lo3?d Ruflfel, fon of the earl of Bedford, 

a nobleman 
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a nobleman of numberlefs good qviaUties, and led in* 
to this confpiracy from a conviftidn of the duke of 
York's intentions to reftore popery. He was liberal, 
popular, humane^ and brave. All his virtues were 
fo many Crimes in the prefent fufpicious difpofition 
of the court The chief^vidence againft him was losd 
Howard, a man of very bad charafter^ oae of the 
confpirators, who was now contented to- take life 
upon fuch terms> and to accept of in&mous fa&ty. 
This witnefe fwore that Kaifei was engaged m the 
defign of an infiirKedion ; but he ac^itt^ him, as 
did aMb Rumfey and Weft, of being privy to the af- 
faifination. The jury, who were zealous royalifls^ 
after a fhort deliberation, brought the prifoiner in 
guilty, and he was condemned to fufFer beheading. 
The fcaflFold for his execution was erected in Lin- 
coln's-inn Fields ; he laid his head on the Uoct 
without the leaft. change of countenance^and at twa- 
ih'okes it was fevered from his body.^ „ 

The celebrated Algernon Sydney, fon to the earl • 
of Letcefter, was next brought to his trial. He had -. 
been formerly engaged in the parliamentary arm/ 
againft the late king, and was even named on the 
high court of juftice that tried him, but had not- 
taken his feat among, the judges. He had ever op* 
pofed Cromwell's u(urpation,and went into voluntary ' 
banifhment upon the Reftoration, His affairs, how- 
ever, requiring his return, he applied to the king for 
a pardon, and obtained his requeft. But aU his 
hopes and all his reafonings were formed upon repMb*- 
lican principles. > For his adored republic he had 
written and fought, and went into banifhment, and- 
ventured to return. It may eafily be conceived how 
obnoxious a man of fuch principles was to a court 
that now was not even content without limitations to 
its power. They wrent fo far as to take illegal me- 
thods to procure his condemnation. The only wit- 
nefs that depofed againft Sydney was lord Howard, 

and 
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and the law vtBimteA two. In order,- therefore, to 
make out a fecond wttnefs, they had recourfe to a 
very extraordinary ^ocpedtent. In ranfacking his 
clofet fome difcourfes^. on government were found m 
his own hand-writing, containing principles &vour- 
able to liberty, and in themfelves no way fubverfire 
of a limited government. By. ovcrftraining fome of 
thefe they wsre conftrued into treaibn* It was in 
vain he alledged that papers were no evidence; that 
it could not be proved they were written by him ; 
that, if proved, the papers themielves contained no- 
, thing criminal. His defence was over-ruled ; the vi- 
olent and inhuman JefFeries, who was now chief-juf- 
tice, eafily pee vailed on a partial jury to bring him in 
guilty, arid his execution followed foon after. One 
can fcarce contemplate the tranfa<ftions of this reiga 
without horror. Such a pidure of factious guilt oa 
each iide^ a court at once immer&d in fenfuality and 
blood,, a people armed againft each oth^r with the 
moft deadly animofily^ and no fmglc party to be 
found with fenff enough to ftem the general torrent 
of rancour and fa<^ious fufpicion. 

. Hampden was tried foon after, and as there was 
nothing to afFe£l his life, he was fined forty thoufand 
pounds. HoUoway, amerchant of Briftol, who had 
fled to the Weft-Indies, was brought overj con- 
demned^ and executed. Sir Thomas Armftrong 
alfo, who had fled to Holland, was brought over, 
and fhared the fame fate. Lord- EflTex, who bad 
been imprifoned in the Tower, was found in an 
apartment with his throat cut; but whether he was 
guilty of fuicide, or whether the bigotry of the 
times might not have induced fome aflaffin to com- 
mit the crisie, cannot now be known. 

This was the laft blood that was flied for an im* 
putation of plots or confpiracies^ which continued, 
during the greateft part ot this reign,. 

At 
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At this period the govcmmelit of Charles- w^s as 
abfolute as that of any monarch in Eurtipe ; but, 
happily ibr mankind, his tyraimy was bufbrftort da- 
ration; The king was fiazed with a fudde^ fit 
which refcmWcd an apoplexy^ and' though he w^s re- 
eorered by bleeding, yet he languilhod (Xilj'for a fefw 
days, and then e^cpirol, in the fifty-ninth Jrcar of His 
age, and the twtfnty^iifth of his reign. During His 
iffnefs fome clergymen of the chur<^h of England at- 
tended him, to whoiirhe difcovcred a total indif- 
ference. Catholic priefts, were brought to his bed- 
fide, and from their hands hercCefw the rlt^s of" 
Iheir communion, 



CHAP. XXXI. 
JAMES H. 

A. D. 1 HE duke of y ork^ "^o fuctfeedtd his 
1685. brother by the titfo of Kttlg Jattves tffe Se- 
cond, bad been bred a '!^^'by^hfe^6ther> 
and was ftrongly bigotted tb fats primciptes. 

H*e weht openly to mafs with all the^nilgns of his 
dignity, and eren fent one Caryl as hfs agent to- 
Rome to make fiibmiffion to tbe pope, and fo pave 
the way for the re-admifllon of Englaud irltb^he b»- 
fom of the Catholic church, 

A confpiracy, fetonfoot ljy;the duke bf Mon- 
fiiouth, was the firft drfturb^nce m hts reign. He 
*ad, fmce his iaft confpiracy, been pardoned, but 
was ordered to depart the kingdom, tlnd had retired 
to H<^lahd. Being difmiffed from thence by the 
prince of Orange upon James's acceffictfi, he went to 
/Bruffels, where^finding himfelf 'ftill purfiied by the 
king's feyerity> heTefolviJdtoretaliate,,aildmtfkeah 

attempt 
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attciiapt upon the kingdom. He had ever been the 
(Jai-ling of the people} and fome averred that Charles 
bad married his mother, and owned Monmouth's le- 
gitimac^'at his death. The duke of Argyle fecond- 
cd his views in Scotland, and they formed the fcheme 
ofado^We infurredlion; fo that while Monmbnth 
Oiould attempt to make a rifing in the Weft> Argyle 
y?as alfo'to try his endeavours in the North. 

Argyle was the-firft .who landed in Scot- 
kadj where he publiflied his manifeftoes, A. D. 
puthirafelf at the head of two thouland five 1685. 
hundred men, .and ftrove to influence the peo- 
ple in his caufe. But a formidable body of t^e 
king's forces coming agalnft him, his army fell away, 
4lid hehtofelf, after being wounded in attempting 
to^efcape, was tak«n prifoner by a peafant, who 
found him 'ftanding jap to his neck in sl pool of wa- 
ter- He was -from thence carried to Edinburgh, 
. whece, .^fterenduring many indignations with a g?il- 
Jail t ipirit, he was pqblicly executed. 

Meanwhile Monmouth was by this time landed 
,ixi Darfeitihifie, ^with fcarce a Hundred followers, 
:Hpwe^ver feUiname was fo popular^' ran/d fb^reat was 
the -hatred of xhe .people both for theiperfon and re- 
ligion. of J^n^e^, >that in four days he had afleuVh^ed 
Abpdy^of^bont two thoufand men. 

3eipg advanced to Taunton, his numbers bad in- 
cvifi^d ta4i;2(.thoiifand men; and he was obliged 
every .day, forwent of anns,'to difiiiifsnumbersj who 
croudevd rtOnhis ilandard. He entered Bridgewater^ 
Wqll% a^Frome, and was proclaimed fn all thofe 
places i btftbe.lqft 'Ihe hour of a6lion, in receiving 
and claiming thefe ^mpty honours. ' 

The king W4S not a little alarmed athisimraflon; 
l>ut (iill more at the futxefs of .an undertaking that at 
foft appeared d^fperate- Six regiments of Britifb 
troops werexecalled from Holland, and a body of re- 
gular?, to the number df three thoufand men, werp 

fent^ 
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ftht, tinder the command of the earl of Fevei-fh^ni 
and Churchill, to check the progrefs of the rebels. 
They took poft iat Sedgemore, a village in the neigh- 
bournood of Bridgewater,-ahd were joined by the 
militia of the country in confiderable numbers. It 
was there that Monmouth refolved, by a defperate ef- 
fort, to lofe hh life or gain the kingdom. The ne- 
gligent difpofition made by Feverfliam invited hint to 
the attack ; and his faithful followers (hewed what 
courage and principle could da againftdifcipline and 
fuperior numbers. They drove the royal infantry 
from their grbund, and were upon the point of gain- 
ing thevid^ory, when the mifconduft of Monmouth, 
and the cowardice of lord Gray, who commanded 
the horfe, brought all to ruin. This nobleman fed 
at the firft onfet; and the'rebeli being charged in- 
flank by the vifitorious army, gave way, aftera tbre^ 
hour's Gonteft; Abour three hundredrwere killed in 
the engagement, and a-thoufendin thepurfuit; and 
thus ended an enterprife, raflily begun, and more 
feebly conduced. 

Monmouth fled from the field of battle above twen- 
ty miles, till his horfe funk under him. He then 
alighted, and exchanging cloathes with a fhepherd, 
fled on foot, attended by a German count, who had 
accompanied him from Holland. Being quite ex- 
haufted with hunger and fatigue, they- both lay 
down in a field, and covered themfelves with fefn. 
The fhepherd being found in Monmouth's cloathes 

» by the purfners, . increaifed the diligence of the fearch ; 
and by the means of blood-hounds, he was detedlcd 
in this miferahle fituation, with raw peafe iniiis 
pocket, which he had gathered in the fields' to faf- 
tain life. He burft into tears when feized by his 

. enemies i and petitionedj with the moft abjefl; fub* 
miffion, for life. He wrote the moft fiibmifEve let- 
ters to the' king; and that monarch, willing to feaft 
his eyes with the miferies of a fallen enemy, gave 

hin^ 
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* him an -audmeer ^ At . tiiis interview the duke fell 
uppn his knees, and begged his lifcj, in ^emoft abjeA 
terms. He even figned a paper, qffered him by the 

. king, declaring his own illegitimacyi ^d then the 
ilern tyrant alfired him, that .his crime was of fuch 

: a nature as comM aot be pafdoned. The duke per- 

: ceiving that be had OQthing to hope from the cle- 
mency of bis. uncle, recolleiSted his fpirit^, rpfe up, 
and retired with an sitir of difdain. He was followed 
to thefcaffold with gre.at Gompaffionfrom thepjopu- 
lace. He warned the^ executioner not. to fall into 
the fame-error which^e had committed, in behead- 
ing. Ruflel, .where it had been neceffary to redouble 
the blow. BiJt^thjs only increafed the fcverity. gf 
the puniftment; the man was feized with an univer- 
sal trepidation; andhe.ftruck a feeble blovir, upon 
which the duke raifed Jiis head frodni the Wock, as if 
to reproach him; he gently laid down his head a fe- 
cond time^.and the executioner ftruck him agam arid 
again to no^urpofe. He at Uft threw the ax down ; 
but the flieriiF compelled hi^n to refume the attempt, 

, and at two blows more the head was; fevered from 

- the body. Such was the end of James, duke of 

^ Monmouth, the darling of the Englifli people. He 
was brave, fmcere, and good natured, open to flat- 

' tery,.and by that feduced into an e;nterprife which ex- 

-ceeded bis capacity. 

But it were wen for the infurgent^ and fortiinate 
for the king, if the. blood that \vas now flied had. been 
thought a fufficient expiation for the late offence. 
The vidlqrious army behaved with themoft favage 
cruelty to the.priforiers taken after the battle, ^e- 
veriham imniediately after the vldlory hanged up 

..above twenty prifohers. 

The military, feveiities of the^commanders were 
•^ftill inferior to the leg^ flaughters, committed by 
Judge JeiFeries, who was fent gown to try the delin- 
quents. The natural brutality of this man's temper 

was 
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was inflamed by continual intoxication. He told the 
prifoncrs, that if they would fave him the trouble of 
trying them, they might expedl:fome favour, other- 
wife he would execute the law upon them with the 
utixioll feverity. Many poor wretches were thfis 
allured into a confeffion, and found that it only 
haftened their deftruftion. No lefs than eighty 
were executed at~Dorchefter; and, on the whole, 
at Exeter, Taunton, and Wells, two hundred 
' and fifty-one are computed to have fallen by the 
hands or juftice. 

In ecclefiaftical matters James proceeded wiA ftill 
greater injuftice. Among thofe who diftinguifhed 
themfelves againft popery 'was one Doctor Sharpe, 
a clergyman of London, who declaimed with juft 
feverity againft thofe who had changed their reli- 
gion, by fuch arguments as the popiin miflionaries 
were able to produce. . This being fuppofcd to re- 
fleft upon the king, gave great ofFence at court; 
and pofitive orders were given to the bilhop of Lon- 
don to fufpend Sharpe, till his majefty*s pleafure 
fhould be farther known. The bifhop refufed to 
comply; and the king refolved to puniihthe bifhop 
himfelf for difobedience. 

To efFe6l his defign, an ecclefiaftical commif&on 
was ifllied out, by which feven commiffioners were 
inverted with a full and unlimited authority over the 
whole diurch of England, Before this tribunal the 
bifhop was fummoned, and not only he, but Sharpe, 
Ae preacher, v^s fufpended. 

■■('■ i^^ ^^^^ M^ ^^^ *^ allow a liberty of confcience 

'^?wS ^^^^^^fln ^"^ ^^ ^'^ taught to believe that 

^^tP^^^^mGP^^^'^^^^^ religion would then, upon 

;:-^fiiir;itI^IPin "ie vi6i:ory. He therefore iflued a 

•'^claratlcj^f general indulgence, and afTerted that 

"non-confiSTmity to the eftablilhed religion was no 

longer pena^. 

To 
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To complete his work be publicly fent the earL of 
Caftte2name.ambaffador extraordinary to Rome, in 
order to exprefs his obedience to the pope, and to 
reconcile his kingdoms to the Catholic communion. 
Never was there (o much contempt thrown upon an 
embafly that was (o boldly undertaken. The court 
of Rome expelled but little Tuccefs from meafures . 
fo blindly ccrnduSed. They were fcnfible that the 
king was openly ftriking at thofe laws and opinions 
which it w^shis bufinefs to undermine in filence an4 
iecurity. 

The Jefuits ibon after were permitted to ereft col- 
leges in different parts of the kingdom ; they e^ow- 
cifcd the.Caisholic worihip in the moft public man- 
ner J and^four Catholic bifliops, confecrated in the 
king's chapel, "were fent through the kingdom to 
exercife their epifcopal fundionSj under ^e title of 
Apoftolic Vicars. 

Father Francis, a BenedlfUne monk, was recom- 
mended by the king to the univeriky of Cambridge, 
for the degree of matter of arts. But his religion 
was a ftunv>Iing-block which theuniverfity cquldnot 
get over 5 and they prefented a petition, bcfeeching 
the king to recall his mandate. Their petition was 
difregarded, their deputies denied a hearing: the 
vice-chancellor himfelf was fummoned to appear be- 
fore the high commiffion court, and deprived of his 
office; yet the univerfity perfifted, and father Francis 
was refufed. 

The plade of preiident of Magdalen College, one 
of the richeft foundations in Europe, being vacant, the 
king fent a mandate in favour pf one Fainiei", a new 
convert to popery, and a man of a bad charafter in 
other refped:s. The fellows of the college made ve- 
ry fubmiffive applications to the king for recalling 
his mandate; they refufed admitting the candidate; 
and James, findfng them refolute iA the defence of 
their rprivileg«^ ejefted them all except two. 

A fecond 



264 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

A fecond declaration .for Uberty of confci- 
A.J), ence \ras publiflied^ almoft in the fame ternifi 
i688, with the former; but .with this peculiar ia- 
jundlion, that all divinesihould read it after 
fervice m their churches. The.clergy were known 
univcrfally to difapprove of thefe mcafures, and they 
were now refolved to difobey an order di£tatedby 
the moft . bigotted motives. They were determined 
^to truft their caufc to the favour of the people, and 
that univerfal jealouiy which prevailed againft the 
incroachments of the crown. The firft champions 
on this fervice of danger were Loyde, bifliop of St. , 
Afaphi Ken, of Bath and Wells; Turner, of Ely; 
Lake, of Chichefter; White, of Peterborough ; and 
Trelawney, of Briftol ; thefe, together with Scan^ 
croft, the primate, concerted an addrefs, in the form 
of a petition, to the king, which, with the warmcft 
cxprefllons of zeal and fubmiffion, remonftrated that 
they could not read his declaration confiftent with 
their, confciences, or the refpedl they owed thePn>- 
teftant religion. 

The king, in a fury, fummoned the bUfhops before 
the council, and there queftioned them whether they 
would acknowledge their petition. They for fome 
time declined giving an anfwer ; but vbeing urged By 
the chancellor, they at laft owjied.it. On their rc- 
fufal to give bail, an order was immediately drawn 
for their commitment to the Tower., and the crown 
lawyers received direSions to profecute them for a 
feditious libel. 

The twenty-ninth day of June was fixed for their 
trial; and their return was more fplendidly attended 
than their imprifonment. The caufe was looked up- 
on as involving the fate of the nation; and future 
freedom, or future flavery, awaited the decifion. 
The difpute was learnedly managed by the lawyers 
on both fides.^ Hfolloway and Powel, two of the 
judges, declared themfelves in favour of the bifliops. 

^ The 
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The jury withdrew into a chamber, where they 
pafled the whole night; but next morning they re- 
turned into court and pronounced the bifliops, Not 
guilty. Weftminftcr-Hall Jnftantly rang with loud 
acclamations, which were communtcated to \thc 
whole extent of the city. 'Thev even reached the 
caitip at Houriflow, where the King was at dinner, 
in lord Feverfham's tent. His raajefty dbmanding 
the caufe of thofe rejoiciag-s, and-'being informea 
that it was nothing but the foldiers fliouting at the 
delivery of the bifliops, "Call you that nothing, 
*' criea he; but fo much the worfe for them!" ' 

It was in this pofture of affairs that all people 
turned their eyes upon William prin<Je of Orange, 
who had married Mary, the eldeft daughter of king 
Janfies. . 

William was a prince whoTiad, from his earlieft 
entrance into bufinefs, been immerfed in dangers/ca- 
lamities, and politics. The ambition of France, and 
the jealoudes of Holland^ had ferved to Sharpen his 
talents, and to give him a propenfity to intrigue. 

This politic prince now plainly faw that 
James had incurred the moft violent hatred-of A. D. 
his fubjefts. He was minutely informeS of 1688. 
their difcontents; and, by feeming td difcou- 
rage, ftill farther increafed them, hoping to gaia 
the kingdom for himfelf in the fequel. 

The time when the prince entered uppn his en- 
rerprife, was juft when the people \yere in a flame 
from this recent infult offered to their bifhops. He 
had before this made confiderable augmentations to 
the Dutch fleet, and the fliips were then lying rtfa- 
dy in the harbour: Some additFonal troops were alfo 
levied; and fums of money, raifed for other pur- 
pofes,, were converted to the advancement of this 
expedition. 

So well concerted were his meafures, that in three 
days iibove four hundred tranfports were hired, the . 
N army ' 
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army fell down the rims an4 canals hqm Nhneraen 
nrlth all neceflsiry ftorcs; .and tbe j^riofe ibt&il mup 
Helvoetflays wim a fleet of n^ar five luMidi;e4 v^fli^ 
md an army of fourteen tbouiand mm. 

It was given qu^ tb^t thi^ imr^^ifpp m^ li^Undei 
for the coaftaof Fraifpe ; ai^d ^nas|yx}rthe £ngli4^ 
ixrbo faw the fleet ^afs aloio^ their .coaOjt ^H^ 6|(>« 
fc&td to (ee it land on thei^ own 4^9^^a. 1:^1)^ d^ 
«ter a voyage x>f two dajr^ ^le.prio^ Jajod^ hi^ soh 
-ntf at the village of Bro)chojine in TprhJiyt on tte 
(fifth of NovQm^r, wlxich w^a ibp anniiiterfaqt of 
tlie'^OTirppwd^r tcea&n?. 

. B^t thoiigh the iiwitation froni tbe Englifii .was 
*very general, the prince for fonfeeti4nsel)fuliiafiao{w 
tificatiQn to "find himfelf joined hy vei^.&w. He 
inarched iirft to Exeter, inhere the country :peopie 
bad^eenXo lately terrified with the executiona wi^ck 
had enfuedjon Monmoud/a rebellion, that they am* 
tinned to obferve a ftri£l neutrality. He dr^maUieii 
for ten days in expe£lation of being joined by tlie 
malcontents, and at laft began to despair of fucce^^ 
But juit when he began to xleltberate about rekx^» 
barking fais forces, he was joined by feveral peribns 
of coufe^uence, and the whote country £b<m aJFter 
came flocking to bis ftaodard* The nobilky, cler^ 
gy, X)fficers, and even the k^ng'a own fervants ami 
creatures, were unanimous in deferring James.7— 
Lord Churchill had been raifed frona the rank of a 
page, and had been invelled with a high conimand 
in the army i had been .cr^eated ajDeer, and owpd 
Ilia whole fortune to the king's bounty.: even he de- 
fertcd an^ong the reft, and carried with hicn the 
duke of Grafton, natural fon to the Ia.te.fking.5 co- 
lonel Berkeley, and fome others. 

The prince of Denmark, and Anne, his favoufite 

daughter^pergeiving the feparation of hiscircumUan- 

ccs, refolved to leave hiiri, and take payt.with the 

• prevailing fide. When h^ was told that the prince 

and 
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^nd princefs liad fojilo^ed the reft of his favourites, 
he was ftUng with the mod bitter anguifli. « God ' 
«< help me, criecfhe, in the extremity of bis agony, 
<t BQy own children have forfakcii me !'* 

The king alarmed every day more and more with 
the pYofpeS of a general difafie£lion, was refolved 
to hearken to thofc who advifed his quitting the 
' kingdom* To prepare for this he firft fent away the 
queen, ^ho arrived fafely ai Calai«, under the con- 
dviO: of count Lauzun, an old favourite of the 
French king. He himfclf foon after difappcared in' 
the night time, attended onfy by Sir Ed wa/d Haje«, ' 
a neinr convert ; but was difcovered and brought 
back by the mob. 

But, fhortly after, being confined at Rochefter, 
and oUfcrving that he was entirely neglefted by his 
own fubjcfts, he refolved to feefc fafcty from the; 
king of France, the only friend he had (till remain- 
ing. He accordingly fled to the fea-fidc, attended 
by his natural fon the duke of Berwick, where he 
embarked for the continent, and arrived in fafcty at 
Ambleteufe in Picardy, from whence' he haftencd 
to the court of France, where he ftiJl enjoyed the 
empty title of a king, and the appellation of a faint, 
which flattered him more. - 

The king having thus abdicated the throne, 
the next confideration was the appointing a A. D. 
fucceffor. Some declared for a regent ; others, 1 689. 
that the princefs of Orange fliould be inverted 
with regal power, and the young prince confidered 
as fuppofititious. After a long debate in both houfes, 
a new fovereign was preferred to a regent, by a ma-' 
jority of t\yo voices. It was agreed that the prince 
and princefs of Orange fliould reign jointly as king 
and queen of England, while the adniiniftration of 
government fliquld be placed in the hands of the. 
prince only. 

, Hz . CHAR 
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W I L L I A M III. 

W ILLIAM was no fooner elcded to tlie 
throne, than he began to experience the difficulty 
of governing a people, who were more r^ady to ex- 
amine the commands of theirfupcriors than to obey 
them. 

His reign commenced with an auenvpt fimilarto 
that which had been the principal caufe of ajl the 
difturbances in the preceding reign, and which had 
excluded the monarch from the throne. William 
was a Calvinift, and confcquently averfetoperfccu- 
tioav he therefore bcga'.^ by attempting to repeal 
thofc laws that enjoined uniformity, of worfhip ; and 
though he could not entirely'fucceed in his defign, a 
toleration was granted to fuch difl'enters as ihould 
take the oaths of allegiance, and hold no. private 
coiwenticles. 

In the mean time James, whofe authority wa« 
ftill acknowledged in Ireland, embarked at Breft for 
that kingdom, and on May 22 arrived at Kinfale. 
He foon after made his public entry into Dublin, 
amidft the acclamations of the inhabitants. Hefound 
the appearance of things in that country equal to his 
mod fanguinc expeftations. Tyrcpnnel, ihe lord 
lieutenant, was devoted to his Interefts ; his old ar- 
my was fleady, and a new one rjiifed, amounting 
together to near forty thoufand men. 

As foon as the feafon would permit, he went to 
lay fiege to Londonderry, a town of fmall import- 
ance in itfelf, but rendered famous by the (land 
wliich it made on this occafion. 

, The befleged endured the mofl poignant fufFerings 
from fatigue and famine, until at Idii relieved by a 
florc fliip, that happily broke the boom laid acrofs 

the 
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tJie river to. prevent a fupf)1y. The joy of the inha- 
bntants at this unexpefted relief, was 6nly cquarll^^d 
by. the rage and difappolntment of the bcfiegeirs. — 
The army of James was fo difpirited by the Tuccefs 
of this enterprife, and they abandoned the fiege ia 
the night ; and retired with precipitation, after hs^v* 
ing Toft s^bove nine thoufaqd men before the place. 

It was upon the oppofite banks of the river ' , 
Bbync that both armies came in fight of each A/D. 
other, inflamed ^ith all the animpfities ari« 1690. 
fing from religion, hatred, and revenge; The 
river Boyne, at this place, vws not ladeep but that 
men might wade over on foot 5 however, thcbanks ' 
were rugged, and rendered dangerous by old ho'ufes 
and ditches, which ferved to defend the latent cne>- 
my. William, who now headed , the proteftant ar- 
my, had no fooncr arrived^ but Ke rode along th6' 
fide of the river^; iff fight of both armies, tp make 
proper obfervations upon the plan of battle j bur; 
in the mean time, being perceived by the enemy, a 
cannon was privately, 'brought out, and , planted 
againft him, where he^was fitting. TI^ fiiot killed 
feveral of his- foUovrers ) and h® himfelf was 
wounded itvthe fliouldcr. 

Early the next mornilllfi^t fix o'clock, king "Wil- 
liam gare- orders- to force a pafs over the river. This 
the army undertook in three different places; and 
after a furious cannonading, the battle began with 
unufual vigour. The Irifli troops, though reckoned 
the beft in Europe abroad, have al>lvays fought indif- 
ferently at home; After an obftinate refiftance, they 
, fled with precipitation, leaving the French and Swifs 
regiments, who came to their afliftance, to make 
the beft retreat they could. William led on his horfe 
in perfon 5 «nd'contributed, by his. aftivity and vi- 
gilance,, to fecure the vidlory. James was not in the 
battle, but flood aloof, during the adion, on the hill 
N3 of 
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•f Dunmore, furrounded with fome fquadros^ of 
horfe ; and at intervals wa& heard to exclaim, when 
he fav hiaown troops repuljrng thofe of the eoemy, 
•« O fpare my EngUfli fnbjc£l8»" 

The Iri(h loft about fifteen hundred men, and the 
Froteftants about pnc third of the number. The 
vi£lory vrsis fplcndid and almoft cTecifive-; but the 
death of the duke of Sckomberg, who i«as (bet as 
he was croirmg the water, feemed Co outweigh the 
whole lofs fultaincd by the enemy. 

The hfl battte£ou(ght ia favour of JaO^es, 
A. D. was at Aughrim. The enemy fought ^ith 
1691. furpriGdg fury, and the horfe'were feveral 
time repulfed } bnit the Englifli weduig 
through the iniddle of a bog op to the waift in Midi 
and relying with Ibme difficulty oa the firni gpsouod 
on the other fide, renewed the cen^at wkb great 
fury. St. ^uth| th^ Iriifa ^general, bciagkiHedbya 
cannon-batl| his fate fo difpirited his troops, tAat 
they gave way on aU/ides, and retreated to Limerkk, 
where they refolved to make a final ftand, after haT« 
ing loft above five thoufand of the ffower <)f tb^ir 
army* limerickj^ the laft retreat ofthelrifli forces, 
made a brave defence ; but foon fffting the eftcmy 
advanced within ten pacee^ the bridge^fooi^' atid 
perceiving themfelves lurrol^Kled on alt fid^a, thq^ 
determined to capitulate ^ a n^gocgiation was imme- 
diately begun, and hoftilities ^eafad on both fidei. 
The Roman catholics by this caphulatioa were reir 
tored to the enjoyment of tholie liberties in the ex^ 
cife ot their religion, which the^ had poflefied in tbc- 
reiga of king Ctories the Seconds AH^erfbns wett 
indulged with free le^ve to remove, witn their htsA* 
liea and efie£ls, to any other country except EnglatHi 
and Scotland. Inconfequenceef thisj^about fourteea 
thoiiiaod of thofe who had fought for king Jan^i 
went over into. France, having trafiiports provided 
by government for conveying Uiem thitben 

Jamca 
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' Jatties was how deduced to tlic loweft ebb 
of del^ond^ncej his dcfigns upon Bngbnd A.D* 
were quite fruftfatcd, lb that nothing was left 1 692,- - 
his friends, but the hopes of aflaffinatihg^he 
monarch on the throne. Thefe baft attempts, as- 
batbarous as tHey 'were ufdefs, were tiot cntittly dif- 
agreeable to the temper of James. It is faid he en- 
couraged and propofed them ; but they all proved ^ 
iSinleryiceaWe to his'caufe, and only ended in the dc- 
ftruftion of the undertakers. From that time till he* 
di<^, which was about feven years, he continued to 
TCfide at St* Gerniain% apenfioner on the bounties 
"of Lewis, and aOrfted by occafional liberalities froni ^ 
his daughter and friends in England. He died on the - 
fixtecnSi day of September, in the year ijoo, after 
liftiHing laboured under ^ tedious fickiie(s \ and many ^ 
jfciiracles,, as the 'people thought^, were wrought at - 
his tpmb. Indeed, the latter part of his life, was- 
calculated to'infpire the fuperflitious with reverence - 
for hh piety : He fubjeCled himTelf to ^3 of un^*^ 
* common penatice ^d mortification : : He frequently " 
Vifited the poor monks of iaTrafipe, who Wctfe- 
edifi^ by.hishumMe and pious dcportmcntk .Hir- 
ptide and ^rbitraiy teniper fetmed to have ranifhcd 
with his greatn^fij^he bccaitie afftble, kirid, and" 
eafy to aUv: his dependents; and ih his laft iflfiefs 
e6njurcd his fon to prefer religion to evety Worldly ^ 
sriVantage, a cdunfel which that prince ftKiMy 
obeyed. He died wiA great ihark's of dcvbtibtt^ . 
ahd was interred, at his own requeft, in the chilfcH* 
a[ th^Etigiiih betitdifilnei at Parti, without any. 
~ futieral f6leninity» .. 

William,; Upon accepHrtjg of the crbvih!, wa^ rt- - 
fblvcd topr^rve, as much. a* he wasibfe, tliat 
ihare of prietogative which ftill was left him. 

But at kngth he became fartigued With oppoGtig 
tbo. laws which ^parliament every day were laying, 
rburid his authority, .and gave up. the contefts He- 
N 4 ^ admitted < 
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admitted- every rcftraiat upon the prerogative in 
England, upon condition of being properly fupplici 
with the means of humbling the power of France. 
War and the balance of power in Europe were all 
he knew, or, indeed, defircd to underftand : Pro- 
vided the parliament furnilhed him with fuppHes 
for tliefe purpofes, he permitted them to rule the 
internal^olity at their plcafure. For the profecu- 
tion of the war with France, the fums of money 
granted him were incredible. The nation, tiotcon- 
tented with fuinilhing him fuch fums of money 
as they were capable of raifing by the taxes of the- 
year, mortgaged thefe taxes, and involved them- 
fclves in debts, which they have never fince been 
able to difcharge. For all that profufion of wealth, 
granted lo maintain the imaginary balance of Eu- 
rope, England received in return the empty reward 
of military glory in Flanders, and the confcioufnefs 
of having given their allies, particularly the Dutch, 
frequent opportumties of being ungrateful. 

The war with France continued during the 
A. D. grcateft part of the king's reign; but at length 
1697. the treaty of Ryfwic put an end.to thofe con- 
tention!, in which England had engaged without po- 
licy, and came off without advantage. In the gene- 
ral pacification, her interefts feemed entirely defert- 
ed ; and for all the treafures ihe had fent lo the con- 
tinent, and all the blood which (he had (bed there, the 
only equivalent (he received was an acknowledg- 
ment of king William's title from the king of France, 
William was naturally of a very feeble conftituti- 
on, and it was by this time alraoft exhaufted by a fe- 
rics of continual difquietude and adlion. He had en- 
deavoured to repair his conflitution, or, at leaft, to 
conceal its decays, by exercife and riding. On the 
twcnty-firft day of February, in riding to Hampton- 
court from Kenfington, his horfe fell under him, and 
he was thrown with, fuch violence, that his collar 

bone 
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bone was fraflured. His attendants conveyed himto 
the palace of Hampton-court, where the frafture 
was reduced, and in the evening he returned to Ken- 
fington iii his coach. The jt)lting of the carriage 
diTunited the fradlure once more,, and the bones . 
were agam replaced^ under Biisliop'hisphyfioiaiK-^-' 
ThiS) in a robuft- confthotion-j^ would have been a ^^ 
trifling misfortune 5 -but in hirmr it was fataL For ^^ 
fome time he appeared in a fair way of recovery v 
but falling afleep on his couch, he was feized with 
a (hivering which terminated in a fever and diarr- 
hoea, which foon became dangerous and defperate. 
Perceiving his end approaching, the obje£ls of his ^ 
former carelay ftill next his heart, and the fate t)f 
Europe fecmed to remove the fenfations he might 
,bc fuppofed to fe.el for his own. The earl of Albe- 
marle arriving from Holland, he conferred with hinn 
in- private on the poftureof affairs abroad. Twa 
.d«nys after, having received the facrament from arch*- 
bimop Tenlfon, he expired ki the fifty-fccond year 
oChis age, after having reigned" tliirtcen years*- 

: CH A P. XXXlir^. 

' A:N N E;\ 

v/\ NNE, ntdrried to prince George of Derimark,'^^ 

.afcended the (Krone in the thirty-eighth yciar of her 
age, to the general fatisfaftion of all parties. She 
was the fecond daughter of king James, by his firil 
wife, the daughter of chancellor Hyde, afterwards 
carl of Clarendon. Upon coming to the crown, fhe 
refolved to declare war againft France, and commu- 
nicated lier intentions to the houfe of commons, by - 
whom, it was appvdved,' and war was prpdaimed- 

, accordingly* 

This declaration of war, on the part of the Eng- 

'lift, vra^s fecopded by /imilar declarations by the 
JN 5 Dutch. 
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putch tnil GeffKtfis^ ^1 on the Uatat daj. The 
Fretlch monavoh cemld not ^apfwefs bis singer atfodi 
a combination^ b«t bis chief fcfentiiient feH upon the 
Dutch. He declared, with gfbit embtioii^ dot ab 
. for thofe gentlemen pedlary the Dalcbt they HbalM 
ene day repent tfaehr itofolenee and -prefnmptioni i» 
dechriog war agakift oAe whole f>oWcar they had for- 
snerly fek and dreaded. Hov^erei^ theftlBnrs of thr 
tillied Were no way influenced by his threats. The^ 
duke of Marlborough bad hiis views gi^atified, in be* 
iqg appointed general of the-EnglrSi forces; mid be 
was ftill farther flattered by the Datc^ Who, thoi^b' 
the earl of Athlone h&d a right to ihate the ccffiti- 
nand, appointed Mdrlbdrough getiersdiffiiEno of tfatr 
allied army. And it mvtR. be confefled, that ie# 
anen flione mote, either in debate or a£tion| thaxi hcf$. 
ferene in the midft of danger, and indefartigabie in 
tbe^ cabinet ; fo thsiit his becattie the tnoft fomiidabii? 
ctiemy to France tbat England had produced, finoc^ 
the conquering times t>f Ctefly and A^ineourt. 

A f^reat part of the hiftory of this reiga cori&ftr 
' in battles fought upon the continent, which, though 
of very little advantage to the intereftsof the oation, 
were very great additions to its honour. Thefe trK 
um{>hs> it is true, arc pafli^ away, and nothing re* 
mains of them but the names of fifenheun^ Rami* 
lies, Oiidenarde> and Malplaquet^ whefe the alii- 
ed army gained great, but (with refpedl toSd^ladd) 
ttfclefs vidories, 

A conqueft of milch greater national impOrtaaoe 
was gained with kiscxpence of blood and tr^^afufe in 
$pain. The miniftry of England underftanding that 
the French wew employed i«i equipping aftrdng 
fquadron in Brcll, fent out Sir Cfoadefly Shovel aiid 
5lir George Rooke, to watch their motions. Sir 
George, however, bad farther orders to cdmroy a 
body of forces in tranfport-ftips to Barcelona, upon 
which a fruitleft attack wfts made by the prince df 

Hcfle. 



|>cditk><i, iti tv^ dip after ffce tf bc^s wcSf e tciWBiifk* • 
tei^ Sit Cedrge Kooke, joined by Sir Ooudefty'stralldd A 
^ <x>trtidl 6f wai; oft board the fl^et, as they l»f dtf ^ia - 
cwft of Africa. Iti' this^th*y refoWd \t ^ake s(n at- - 
ttttopt ttpdft GJbtaltar,' a eJty tftefr bddhgirig t6 the - 
il^niard$, at that twite IB provided '^iih a gartpifoi*^ . 
^ ti^ihttty^&itig nor featmgfuchaii attempt. 
* The tawi^oi G&ralt^ Aatida' upon a torigiic of ^' 
lahdy iis; the^matiriers call it, and defended by a rock > 
iriacc^bte on cVery fidebtit one. The prirttje of 
liefle landed his trdbpsr- to the rajmbfer of eighteen ^ 
Bhndred, to^the continaritadjoiningv and fuftimon— 
•cd the townio fortettdcr, but withotitcfibfl:* Next • 
day theadfnlral gave orders for catinonading the" 
^toWfi ; and perceiving tfaat^ tlte^nenVy were driven « 
'horn their fortificatioris at a ptece called the Smith '>» 
Mole-heady ordered taptatn '>^itaker to arm all the 
Bb^V^nd .aflatilt tJiat quarter.'; Th6fe dfficcti who 
liappened tp bjeneareft the Mote, immediately 
ihatmed their boat^> withotit brders^ and entered * 
the fbrtificatrdn f*^ord in liand. But they were pre-. -. 
lAature ; for the Spaniards fprang a mii^> by ^hich • 
two lieutcnaffes/ and aiboot one hlxndred men were ^ 
KUcd and wounded. Neterthelcfsi thetttro cap^ - 
ttithS) HkH and Jt^mpery look pofleOion^of a.|^lat*- 
fbrioif jlwd k^t tbeir ground," rnitil-they ^ert fut - 
taincd by captaiti Whit^er^ and the reft of the fea*- 
-inen, who took avedoubt be^twsen the Moie atrd the - 
*tO!wn b^'ftbtito^r' Then^hc govcrh<yr icapittilated, , - 
Itod the prince of Heffe entered the^plabe, an^t^^ed ^ 
alt thci fttcceifr of the. atted^pt,* cofsfidering the • 
flSfength of ' the fortilieatiotis* . When the nevfr's of - 
tSrtarc6nqaeftjOra8 brought to Eiiglahd^ it wals for - 
fdme thhe in debate whekher 4t was a capture worth - 
^thanking the Admh^l fot.' ft was ivh&. confid^ed : 
'ii unworthy pxih\U gratitude^ and w'hile the dufec ■ 
of ^Marlborough wasextoUed«>for;u(ekis; fervices^^. 
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.Sir Gcorgc'Rookc was left to ncglcft, zni foon dir* 
placed from his command, for having fo'eilentially 
fcrved his couiWy. A ftriking inftance, that even 
in the moft enlightened age, popular applaufe ismoft 
iifuaJly mlfplaced. Gibraltar has ever Once rexQiined 
in the poffelTion of the Englifh, and continues of the 
utmoft ufe in refitting that part of the oavy deftined 
to annoy an enemy, or ptoteft our trade in the Me- 
diterranean. Here the £ngli{h have a repoCtory ca- 
pable of containing all things neceffary for the re- 
pairing of fleets, or the equipment ^f armies. 

While the Englifti were thus viftorious by land 
and Tea, a new fcene of contention was opened on 
the fuie of Spain, where the ambition of the Euro- 
pean princes exerted itfelf with the fame fury that 
had filled the reft of the continent. Philip the- 
Fourtb, grand fon of Lewis the Fourteenth, had 
been placed upon the throne of that kingdom^ and 
had b ^en received \yith the joyful concurrence •€>£ 
the gfeareft part of his fubjefts. He had alfo beei» 
nominated fucceflbr to the crown by the late J^ing 
of Spain's will. But in a former treaty among the 
powers of Europe, Charles, Ton of the emperor of 
Germany, was appointed heir to that crpwn ; and 
this treaty had been guarantied by France herfclf, 
. though (he now refolved to reverfe that confent in 
favour of a defcendant of the houfe of Bourbon. — 
Charles was dill farther led on to put- in for the 
; crown of Spain by the invitation of the Cataloni- 
ans) who declared in his favour, and by the affift- 
ance of the Englifn and the Port uguefe, who pro- 
mifed to arm injiis caufe. He was furrjiflied with 
two hundred uanfpprts, thirty fhips of war, and 
nine thoufand men, for the conqueft of. that ex- 
tenfive empire. But the earl of Peterborough, a 
man of romaiHic bravery, offered to copdudt them \ 
and his fingle fervice was thought equivalent to ar- 
mies. 

. * c{ ' -■ Tlie 
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: The carl of Peterborough was one of the mod Cn- 
gixlar and, extraordinary men of the age in whicK he 
lived. When yet but fifteen he fought againft the 
^ Moors in Africa'; at twenty he aflifted in compafling 
the Revolution > and he now carrted on the war in 
^pafa alfnoft^at his own expence; his friendship for"" 
tht duke Charles being one of his chief motives to 
tins great undertaking. He was defornaed in his 
perfonj but of a mind the mod generous, honoura- 
ble, and aftive. His firft attempt upon landing in 
Spain was the taking Barcelona, a flYong city, with. 
^ garrifpn of five thoufand nien, while his own army 
amounted to Httle more than^nine thoufand. 

Thefe fuccefles, however, weii but of fliort conti- 
^ nuance ; Peterborough being recalled, and the army 
■•ander Charles being commanded by the lordGalway. 
This nobleman having received intelligence that the 
enemy, under the command of the duke of Berwick, 
was polled near the town of Almanza, he advanced 
thither to give him battle. The conflift began about 
two in the afternoon,, and the whole front of each 
army was fully engaged. The centre, confiding 
chiefly of battalions from Great Britain and HoU 
jjmd, feemed at firft vidorious ; bot the Portuguefe 
horfc, by whom they were fupported, betaking 
.themfclves to flight on the firft charge, die Engliih 
troops were flanked and fiirroiindcd on every fide. 
-In this dreadful emergency, they formed themfelves 
into a fquare, and retired to an eminence, where, 
being ignorant of the country, and deftitutc of all 
fuppTieSi, they were obliged to furrender ptifoners of 
war, tcr^the number of ten thoufand men. This 
yidcry was complete and^ decifive ; and all Spain, 
except the province of Catalonia, returned to thehr, 
jduty to PhiHp their fovereign. 

The councils of the queen had hitherto been go- 
yerncvl by a Whig miniltry; for though the duke of 
Marlborough had firft ftarted in the Tory intcreft, 

he 
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he (ooti joined the oppofite {k&i6n, as Jte feaad : 
them mod fineere itt theft defires to humble tbe- 
|K>wer of France. The 'Whigs thercfwe ftill'f ur« 
iuedthb fehemesof the lafekitfg) and 'iinfnml^ ^ 
Irith a Tfepubrican fpitk of Hkcity, fiMfve to hum^ 
ble defpotirm in every purt of'EutOfic* In ft go- 
'ir^mrhent where tht reafoninf of individa^^ v^tit& 
^d from powet, gerierally leads t)iofe Hfho tommMii, 
the defigns of the fniftiftry fti«# dlieraB Ac feo|rie- 
happen to chahge. . The people, in ft^i .it^^^re be^ 
ginrtiiig to diange. But prfcviotw to fhfe di^et of *' 
the Whig rttniftr^, trtiofe fill ^^'s now hstteftiftj^ . 
a meafirtrc of fhe ^fcaftft infifportaoce took pisice in 
parliament; a Mettfufe that had beenw^red by^ 
many, but tSroiight tOo dfUcult fdr exeenttert- What • 
I mean, is i^^nidn between thb two liifigchASB of^' 
England and Scotland \ iK^hich, thoffffb they weit^ 
goTcrneri bj o'tfe (b^tfreign fince the aeeeffion t^- 
James the Ffrft, ytt were ft ill riifcd by thdr re* 
Ijjeftive parHatiierifs^ and often pfofeflfed to pntfud'* 
dppOfite interetlg arid different ^etgns. * 

The attcihpt foip iin ^nidit w^ Ifcgun at the "c^ffn*^ 
rtcncement crftMs reign ; but fOWe difpirtclfe at^Knjg/ 
iiehttlv^ to th^ trade ro the Baft, tbd) eonferrence Wa(^ \ 
htbkfc up, an* it #a^ tfhought that ia»i aii^ulhjficnt^ 
woufd fee impoffible.- ft was ifevfefed by an a« ill i 
either parlianiefit, gi'anting pO^y to coMrtiiffib&eri> 
nfatiied on the part of both natidhsj, to treat ott ^k^ 
prelitiftlnai7 articles df ttn union, which *o6W aft^r^ 
iiiptrds undergo a ittone thorough difCtrflSdn by the • 
Icg^ilatlve body of both kingdotits. The choice off 
th^fc cointhiiflonbds was left to tfhe^'ijieen 5 >nd fl» : 
tbok cait that none fliould be deployed, bat fuch a$ .* 
heartily wffficA to piroriiote fo defir^bte a m^afufe. - 

Accordingly, the queen havSrig appoititerf dofn^^ 
rhiflioMi-s oft both fides, tbcymet in the council-- 
ehambcr of the Cock-jnt, neat Whitc-hall-, which ♦ 
vir^ the place appointed for thek eohfetehj^. . At- 

the-- 



fte ^[oaeft frequfemlyretsfac^ted the cTohimiJSon'eift ta 
i^atcb, tbe sTFticteof this hthonxi uhioh ftfeto 
foofl agreed to, and figned bjr the comtoiffiohers i, 
wtM it XfiAf remained to laf dicih l^rfbre the p^rii^i* 
meiits of both iratidirs^ -"^-^ i 

Ift this fimitjus treaty it ^as ftiptrktedi that the 
fecceffiKmto tfie turned lahgdetTis ftoidd be ircfted if* 
the Hoiife cff H^ilovfiF ^ that the vntted kin^oms 
Aowidbe'fVfrrrf^need bf olieand &efan^parti3fneiltf 
tb;it srH die iaijefhof Gtestt Btstsriirftrotfld enjoy a 
t^iftmn^^irldatioii df priTiieges atrd adirsmagies $ th'at 
they flfotfM have the ferae aMowances aftd prMleges^ 
^tht«rpe^ mcomMcret^md cvftoms^ that thela^» 
eeftttehwigpnttit Tight, civil gov^rnn^tit, an^ f&L, 
Hey, ftomid fee i*e fame throughcnrt the two unheA 
kingddi»9^ bet that nb alteration fiiOTUld foe mad^ in 
laws ^hk* coweerncd private rights ek<»^ f6t th* 
'<it/dentijferfeft of the fubjeds of Scotland ; that th% 
isouits df rdBbm, and all other ctmivs of jtrdic^i^Ye ift 
■Scotland, ihould Tcmaiu, a« thai ccr,nftitutcfd by dhfe 
laws of that fchfgt^blfn, Vith the i^rrtHr srathority an^ 
prml^fs^ as beibf«'thtt unions that Scotland. Ihould 
Ife wpre^tited in fhc parliatnent of Grfeit Britiaiin b* 
fixteen peers and forty-five cotimonef^, t6 becte£ted 
in ftrdi a tttaimcf as fltootd be fettled by the ^refeftt 
i^»tMiaf»«ni: of Scotfand; tti^dt alt peers of Scotland 
Aiould be confideted as peerli of Great Britaiii, and 
tiitik immediately after the EnglHb^^ctsof riie likt 
degrees^ at the iitee of theimioii, dnd before fech aB 
ftouW be created after it 5 that tbey feoutd enjoy aH 
i*[fe privileges of Ewglifia peer?, esccept that of fitting 
md voting in parliament, or fitting upon the trial of 
{snsrs^ rfiat all the infignia of royalty and govferh* 
ment (hould remain as they were \ th^t all latvs ^nd 
ftatftii^ in either ictrtg-dosn, fo far as they might be 
inconfiitent with the terms of thefe ai^tidcK, ihbuld 
ceafe, atid be declared void by the refpeaive pan. 
liaaoescft «f ihe two kingAmif TMft w^re iht 

' principal 
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principal articles of the union ; and it only rematn» 
ed to obtain the fan£lion.of the legiflature.of both 
kingdoms to give them authority. 

The arguments in thefe diflferent aflemblies were 
fuited to the audience. To induce the Scotch par« 
liament' to come into the meafure, it was alledged 
by the miniftty and their fupporters, that an entire 
and perfef): union would be the folid foundation of 
a lading peace. It would fecure their religioUy li* 
berty, and property, remove the animoGties that 
prevailed among themfelves, and the JealouGes that 
fubfifled between the two. nations- •. It wouM in* 
creafe their ftrength, riches, and commerce s the 
whole ifland would be joined in afix:£Uon» and freed 
from all apprehenfions of different interefls. It 
would be enabled to relift all its enemies, fupporc 
the Protectant interefls, and maintsun the liberties 
of Europe. It was obferved, that the lefs the wheels 
of government were clogged by a nuiltiplicity of 
councils, the more vigorous would be their exer- 
tions. They were (hewn that the ta^ces which, in 
confequencc of this union, they were to pay, were 
by no means fo proportionably great as their fliare • 
in the legillature. That their taxes did not amount 
to a fevcntieth part of thofe fupplied by the Engliflij 
and yet their (hare in the legillature was npt a tenth 
part lefs. Such were the arguments in favour ©f 
the union, addrefled to the Scotch parliament. In 
the Englifh houfcs it was obferved, that a powerful 
and dangerous nation would thus for ever be pre- 
vented from giving them any difturbance : That in 
cafe of any future rupture, England had everything 
to lofe, and hothiog to gain againft a nation that 
was courageous and poor. 

. On the othtr hand, the Scotch were fired with in- 
dignation at the thoughts of lofmg their ancient and 
independent government. The nobility found them- 
fclves degraded Jn point of dignity and influence,, by 

b^ing 
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being excluded from theiir feats in parliament. The 
trading part of the nation behdd their commerce 
loaded with heavy duties, and tonfidered their new 
privilege of trading to the Englifh plantations in the 
Weft-Indies, as a very uncertain advantage* In the 
Engliih houfes alfo it was obferved, that the union 
of a rich with ?i poor nation would always be bene- 
ficial to the latter, and that the fEnrmer could only 
hope for a participation of their^ neccffities. It was 
faid that the Scotch reluctantly yielded to this coa- 
lition, and that it might be likened to a marriage 
with a> woman againft her confent*. It was fuppofed 
to be an union made up of fo many u^nmatched 
pieces, and fiich incongruous ingredients, that it 
could never takeefFe£t. It was complained, that the 
proportion of the land-tax paid by the Scotch was 
imail, and unequal to their ftiare in the legiilature* . 
^ At length, notwithftanding all oppofition made 
by, the Tories, every article ef the union was ap- 
proved by a great majority in both parliaments. 

Thus all were obliged to acquiefcc in an union of 
which they at firft bad not f^^city to diftinguilh 
the advantages^ 

In the mean trmc the Whig miniftry was every 
day declining, Among the number of thofe whom 
the duchefs of'MaiJborough had introduced to the 
queen,- to contribute to her private amufement, was 
, one Mrs. Maiham, her own kinfwoman, whom fhe 
Bad raifed frona indigence and obfturity. The 
duchels haying gained the afcendant over the queen, 
became petulant and^ infolent,. and relaxed in thofe 
arts by which flie had rifen. Mrs/Mafham, who 
had her fortune to make, was more humble and a\f» 
Cduousiilhe flattered the foibles (Jf the queen, and 
afferiled.to her prepoflefTions and prejudices. She 
ibon faw the queen's inclination tg the Tory fet of 
opinions, their divine right and paifive obedience j 
and inftcad of attempting to thwart her, as the 

duchefs 
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ifuchefs had cIone» (he joined in with her partiatit^, 
and even outwent her m her own way*. 

This hdy was in fad the tool of Mr, H^ricy, fo. 
crctary of ftatc;, who alio fome time before had in- 
finuated hinxfclf into the qtteen^s good graces^ aind 
who determined to fap the credit of the Whig mi- 
ftiftefs. His ami was to unite the Tory intereit tin- 
der his own fhtUcr, and to expel the Whigs froQi 
the advantages which they had long Enjoyed under 
government. 

In "his career of ambhion he chofe for his coad- 
jntor Henty St. John, after the famous Idrd Bb- 
lingbroke, a man of great eloquence, ahd gredtet 
amfoitbn, enterpriGng, reftlefs» adive, and haughty, 
with fome wit, and little principle. 

To thb junto wa» added Sir Sitaon HarcoOTt^ 
a lawyer, a man of great abilities. 

It was now perceived that the peopfe ftemfefvcs 
t^igan to be weary of the Whig Miniftry, whofefi 
they formcrihr careffed. To them they imputed thtt 
burthens undef which they groan€d,'burthens which 
tbey had been hitb^iMD animated to bear by the ptimp 
of triumphs J but the loadt)f which they ffelr in VL 
paufe of fuccefs. 

Harlcy, afterwards known by the titfc of 16rd 
Oxford, was at the bottom of all tbttfe compraints : 
and though thejj did not produce an immediate ef- 
feft, yet they did not fail of a growing and fteady 
operation. 

At length the Whig part of the mlniftry openect: 
their eyes to the intrigues of the Tories. But it was. 
Wow t^o late, they had entirely loft the- coDfidcnccu:^ 
il)f th6 que^n. 

Htttiey foon threw ofF the mafk.of friet^dfblp, ^tid ^ 
took more vigorous tneafufcs for the profecution ofi 
his defigns. In him the queen roofed all her ttutt^ ^ 
though he had now i^o vififofe ootficern in the aduH* 
niftration, th<& faa triumph, ot thc^Tbries, irh 
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wfeidh the queeir difeoyCTcd ^a fitAKt . patliatity iri 
their favour, ^as fe$h m a mnfatfiiton &S tic gtt^ 
impoftaince ki itfelf} but from the confequisnces it 
pVQduped. The pdities' ti the natioh were eagef 
to cngs^e, and 't^y M?afBte4 btkt the v^atch- word to 
hegtti. This^ Was given by a tnm neither of ahili* 
tie&i prof^cjrty* nor power; but accklttxtally bi'C«ight 
forwartlen thi&occaBon. - 

HeUf y Saehevere) was a dtrgymao bred at Ox* 
ford» ^f ndrtow iRtelle^ls and an o^theated ima« 
ginatioo. He had acquired fome pj^tUstrity arm3ng 
thofie Hf ho hi»d diftti^uifiied themfeiv<ds by the ila^e 
of h%h ehufchnieiii, a^ had uken all dec^dAs to 
veift his animofity a^inft the dil&htrrs. At the 
fummet aflisees at Derby he held forth in that ftfaia 
before the }ildg€tf. Oft the fifth <ff Norember, in 
St. Pa«dfs church, h€» m a tioielit dddamatk>t)|» 
defended the do&rme ef non-fefiftalticei ittYctghed 
dgail^ the fblei^tioa <>£ dfffenlttrd, declated ^^ 
l^fdi was dadgsroufiy aitta^lred by its eneftti^^' 
arKt fiight)y dclen^ded by ils faMe friends He feui»^ 
ed th« tft(^ptt fbr the awaioira^ and exhorted the 
peo^ to p«it oil the whole arikiour of God. Sir 
Samifiel Geiipaid) ferd inrayor, cotH^t^&ataeed this 
ImtMngue^ wfaieb tbovgh tery weak both in the 
malttr axMi ftyle^ was publHked und«f his prot^o 
tiot^ afid eiitolied fay the Tori^'as a mafter-piidce 
of wfiting. Thefe fermons owed alt thair ceie« 
bf ity ta'the cotoptexioa of the tina^v ^^ they ^c 
ao^ de&rVedly negtedled* 

Mr. DolbeiTy. fen lt> the arehbifiiopof York^ l^id 
a<romphrint before the honk of comm^otis {igainft 
th^fe rkapfodtes^ and ^s gate foree t» what wotiM 
bftye (^&t\ been forgoltm* The laoft ytotetkt pdghk*^ 
graphs wer^ re^d^ and tbe fern«»ns tiQi^d feanda« 
k^tie and feditioiJ^ litids. Sischeterel wtH brought 
to the bar of the houfe^ aad he, fiir fmiti difown^ 
ting (b^ writing of thcflB> gloried in what be had 

donci 
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done^ and mentioned the encoliragemcnt heiiadre* 
ceived to publiih them from the lord mayor, who 
was then profcnt. Being ordered to withdraw, it 
was refolved to impeach him of high Crimea and 
mifdemeanors at the bar of the. houfe of lords } and 
Mr. Dolben was.fixed upon to condud: the profe- 
cution, in the name of the.commons'of all England. 
A committee was appointed to dtaw up articles of • 
impeachment*; Sacheverel was taken into cuftody, 
and a day was appointed for his trial before the- 
lords in Weftmififter-hall. . , . 

. /rhe eyes of thi whole kingdom were turned upoir' 
this very extraordinary triaV,. which laftod three* . 
weeks, and excluded all other public bufihefs for the^ 
time. The queen herfelf was •every- day prefent ar- 
a private fpediator, while vafl: multitudes attended 
the culprit each day as he went to the hall, (bouiing^ 
as he pafled, or filently praying for his fuccefs. The * 
managers for the commons were Sir Jofeph Jefcyl, 
Mr. Eyre, folicitor general. Sir Peter King, recorder, - 
general Stanhope, Sir Thomas Parker, and Mr. 
Walpole. The do£lor was defended by Sir.Simon 
Harcourt and Mr. Phipp8,*and affifted bydodor 
Attcnbury^ doftor Smallridge, and do£lor Friend, 
While the trial continued, nothiag could exceed 
the violence and outrage of the populace* They 
furrounded the queen's fedan, exclaiming, <SGod 
«« blefs your majefly and, the church ; we hope 
<^ your majefty is for doftor. Sacheverel.*' They"- 
deftroyed feveral ntfeeting hoilfes, •plundered the 
dwellings of many eminent diflentcxs, and even. 
propofed to attack the hs^rik. The queen, in com- 
.pllance with the requell of the commons, publifli-- 
cd a proclan)ation for fuppreiEng the tumults; and • 
feveral perfons being apprehended, were tried for i 
high treafon. Two were convifted, and fentencedj 
to die, but neither fuflercd, 

... .. Whea-- 
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**Wb<n the commons had gone through thrit 
cb^Tge, the managers for Sacbeverel undertook hij 
defence with great art and eloquence. He after- 
M'ards -recited a fpeech himfelf, whioh, from the 
difference found between it and his fermons, feema 
evidently the work of another. In this he folemn- 
ly juftified his intentions towards the queen and her 
governmentr l^e fpoke in the moft refpe£lful terms 
of the Revolution, and the proteftaht fucceffioov 
He maintained the do£lrine of non-refiftance as a ^ 
tenet »of the church, in which he was brought up ; 
and in a pathetic conc!u6on endeavoured to excite 
the,ptty of his audiende. - • 

. At length, after much obfllnate difpute and viru- 
lent altercation,' Sachevcnel was found guilty by a 
majority of fcventeen voices ; but no lefs tlian four 
and thirty peers entered a protefr again ft thisdecifi- 
- on. He was prohibited from preaching for three 
years;* and his two fermons were oi^dered to bie 
biirned by the hands of the common hangman, in 
prefence of the lord mayor and the two (herifFs*^ 
The lenity of this fentence^ which was, in a great 
meafure, owing to the- dread of popular refent- 
ment, was confidered by the Tories as a triumph. 
, Such was the complexiot> of the times, when the 
queen . thought proper to fummon a new parlia- 
ment ; and being a friend to the Tories herfelf, 
file gave the people an opportunity of indulging 
tbemfelves in choofing reprefentativcs to their mind. 
In fad>, very few were returned but fuch as had 
diftinguifhed tbemfelves by t}>eir zeal againft the 
WJiig. adminiftration. 

In the mean time th# campaign in Flanders was 
conduced with the moft brilliant fuccefs. The duke' 
of Maryborough had every motive to continue the 
war, as it gratified not only his ambition but his 
avarice; a paflion that obfcured his ftiining abilities. > 

The king of France appeared extremely.'dcfirous of 

a peace. 
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• peac«» and refol?^ to (blicit a coafiereacse. He 
employed one Petkuoi, rcddextf of the duke of Hol- 
fteifi at the Hagnei tQ^acgoci^te upon this fubjefii 
a]9d h^ ventured alfo to folicit the duke hioifelf in 
ptiv^te. A confereoce was at leagrli begun at 
GerUttydenburghj under the inflitence of Marl* 
borough* £ugenet and Zin^endorf, who were all 
tbreCf iErOm prtrate motives, endrelf arerfe to A^ 
treaty. Upon thisoccaGoni the French miniftert 
were fubje^ed to cfcry fpeciea of mortification. 
Spiee were placed upon all their condu£U Their roi& 
tfr WHS infuUed^ and their letters were opened; till at 
jaft LeSiris refolved to hazard another campaign. 

It was only by iafenfible dq;Eees that the queea 
^fecmed to acquire courage enough to fecond.her in- . 
clinationsy and depofe a miniftry that had long been 
difsigreeable to her. Harjey, however, who ftsil 
(hared her confidence, did not fail to inculcate the 
popularity, the jufUce, and the fecurity of «Cuch a 
meafure} and, in confequence of his ^vice, flie be- 
ga9 the changes, by transferring the poft of lord 
chamberlain from the duke of Kent to the duke of 
Sbrewibury, who fiad lately voted Wkh the Tories, 
and maintained an intimate correfpondence with 
Mr. Harlcy. Soon after the earl of JSunderland, 
fecretary of ftatr, and. fon-Tn*law to the duke of 
Marlborough, was difjplaced, and the earl of Dart* 
mouth put in his room. Finding^ that ihe was ra* 
ther applaudiied than condemned for .this refelute 
procejedingi flie refolved to become entirely free. 

Soon after the earl of Godolphin was divcftcd of 
his office, and the treafury put in commiffion, fub- 
jeif^ed to tjhe dire^ion of Haisleyi who was appointed 
cbanccHor of the exchequer, and under treafuren 
The earl of Rgchefter was declared pjccudcnt of the 
council, in the room of lord Somers. TheftafiFof 
lord fteward being taken from the duke of Devon- 
flure, ws^s given to the duke of i^uckingham j and 

iMn 
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Mf. Boyle W2^ requov^d jrom th^ ftptetary -s o$jce, 
to make way for Mr. Henry St. JohH^ The lord 

• 'ch2^nc.ellprhaYiqgr€fignedtl3£::gre?it(eal, it wm firfl; 
put in cpfpmlflipn, anrf then giv^n to Sir Simoa 
Harcourt. The earf of Wharton forrendercd hi^ 
commiffiph of lorli lieutenant of IrclaQcfi and that- 
employment wa$ conferred yppn the duke of Or- 
.fnond. Mi;. George Grapyilje W95 appoijitcd fccre-. 
tary^t war, inthe rooiji of iifu Robert Walpolcj 
and, in^awor^J, there was la^t ocie Whig left in 
any oiHce of the ftate, except tii^ duke of Marlbo- 
rough, He w.as jtili^ontijaucd the relu(i3»m gpne- 
rj^l of tlie army-5 but he'juftIyopnfidere4 hin)fdf a» 
a ruin entirely undern^ined^ and juft ready to {»\U 
' But the triumph w,3s nq^ yet <5on)ple.t^, until, the 

^ p^Tliamedt was brought to cpnBr^ and approve the 
queen's choice. The queen in her fpeech recom- 
niicnded thp. profecution of the w^ with vigour.-— 
The piirliameat were ardent in tfeeir expremons of 
eeaiand unanimity. Tbt^y exhorfce4hcr todifconu- 
(teoance all fuch principles and meafure^^ as had 
.lately threatened her royal crown and dignity. This 
wis but an opening to what foon after followed. 
The duke of Marlborough, who hut a few rnqnths 
before had been fo highly exjollcd and careffed by 
the'rcprefeotatives of the pcoplet wa^ no^v become, 
the objeft of their hatred and reipro^ch. His ava- 
-ric? was juftly upbraided \ his prptrafting the war 

" «va$ faid io arife from that motive. Inftai^ces were 
every where given of his fraud and e^^tortiou. . Thefe 
^ight be true, but party liad no moderation, and 
even bis courage and condua were called in quef-. 
lion. To mortify the duke ftill mori^i the thank? 
of the houfc of commons were voted to the earJ of 
Peterborough for hi$ fervifces in Sp^in, when they 
were refufed to the duke for thofe in Flankers \ and 
th^ lord keeper who deHyered them to Peterbo- 
foughj took occafion to drc^ fome refle£iions 
againd the mercenary difpoiStion of his rival. 

1 ^Nothing 
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• Nothing now, therefore, remained of the -Whig 
fyftem, upon which this* reign was begun, but the 
war, which continued to rage as fierce as ever, and 
which increafed in cxpence every year as it went on. 
It was the xefolution cf the prcfent miniftky to put 
ah end to it at any rate, as it had involved the nati- 
on in debt almoft to bankruptcy j[ and as it promif- 
cd, inftead of humbling the enemy, only to become 
habitual to the conftitutioni 

It only remained to remove the duke of Marlbo- 
rough from his poft, as he would endeavour to tra- 
verfe all their negociationa^ But here again a di0i- 
cuity flarted ; this (lep could not be taken without 
giving offence to the Dutch, who placed entire con- 
fidence in him 5 they were obliged, therefore, to 
wait for fome convenient occafion. Upon his re- 
turn from this campaign he was accafed of having 
taken a bribe of fix thoufand pounds a year from a 
Jew, who contradled to fupply the army with bread; 
and the queen thought proper to difmifs him from 
all his employments. This was the pretext made 
ufe ofjk^ through his fall had been predetermined ; 
and though his receiving fuch a bribe was not the 
real caufc of his removal, yet candour muftconfefs 
that it ought to have been fo. 

In the mean time Prior, much more famoijisas a 
poet than a ftatefman, was fent over with propofals 
to France 9 and Menager, a man of no great ftati- 
on, returned with Prior to London, with full pow- 
ers to treat upon the preliminaries. 

The miniflry having got thus far, the great diffi- 
culty ftill lay before them, of making -the terms of 
peace agreeable to all the confederates. The earl of 
Stafford, who had been lately recalled from the 
Hague, where he refided as ambaflador, was now 
fent back to Holland, with orders to communicate to 
the penfionary Heinfius, the pteliminary propofals, 
to fignify the queen's approbation of them> and to 

propofe 



propbfe a place where the pl6nipQWmIa*ie8 (hould 
aflemble. The Dutch were very averfc to begin the 
conference upon the mfpeftion of the preliminaries. 
They fent over an envoy to attempt to turn the 
queen from her tefolution; but finding their efForts 
vain, they fixed upon Utrecht as the place of gene- 
ral conference, and they granted pafiports to the 
French miniders accordingly. 

The conferences began at Utrecht, under th4 
conduct of Robinfon, bilhop of Brift'ol, lord privy- 
feal, and the earl of Strafford, on the fide of the 
Engiifii; of- Buys ^nd Vanderduflen on the part 
of the Dutch, and of the marfhal d'Uxelles, the ' 
cardinal Polignac,. and Mr. Menager, in behalf 
of France. The minifters of the emperor and 
Savoy aflifted, and the other allies fent alfo pleni- 
potentiaries^ though with the utmoft rcluftanGc. 
As England and France were the only two powers 
that were feriouOy inclined to peace, it may be fup- 
pofed that all the other deputies ferved rather tm 
retard than advance its ()rogrefs. They met rather 
to ftart new difficulties, and widen the breach, than 
to quiet the diflenfions of Europe. 

TheEnglifli minifters therefore, finding multipli- 
ed obftruftions from the deliberations of their allics» 
fct on foot a private negociation with France. They 
iiipulated certain advantages for the fubjeflsof Great 
Britain in a concerted |)lan of peace. They refolv- 
cd to enter into fuch mutual confidence with the 
French, as would anticipate all clandeftine tranfac- 
tions to the prejudice of the eoalhion. 

In the beginning of Auguft, fecretary St. 
John, who had been created lord vifcount A. D. 
Bolingbroke, was fent to the court of Ver- 17 12. 
failles to remove all obfervations to the fe- 
parate treaty. He was accompanied by Mr. Prior, 
and the abbe Gaultier, and treated with the mod 
diftinguiflied naarks of rcfpeat. He was cairefied ' 
O by 
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by the French king, aod \h^ aiarqui^ dc Torcy, 
>i»uU wbQ(n )>e ^djuft^d tl^ pfincipAl interells of 
the duke of bav^y^ and tliQ, ele^ov of B».varia« 

At lengtji ili^. trc;a^tic$ of pe^C? and c^mmer^ bie- 
tween j^ngland and Fraciqe b^iii^ agi^e^. on by ths 
plenipotentiaries o;) either, fids, and wri^cd bjrthe 
queeuj fljte acq^u^inicd her parliapieut of the ileps 
Ihe had taken. 

Thp articU$ of diis f^snoMs treaty M?ecc longer 
GaavaiTed, and more wa,if inly deb*l«d» thjunhofcof 
any other trcafy cead oiTip hiiloryr The nunjber.of 
dii&rdnt interefts cQncexned^ and the greaf enmity 
and jealoufy fubfifting between all» made it impot^ 
Cible that all coM.ld be fa^siied ; ^nd uvkod these 
feemed^ no other method, of ohtalniog peacfi> but 
that wliich wajs takjep, fpr th§ two principal powers 
cQacerned to m^\^€i their qm'ii airtiicle^* iuad;!^. lease 
the reft for a fiibjeft of futjije difcuifion. 

The firfl: ftipulation W99» that Ph^Uip» now zo- 
knowledged k^ng Q^S^paiAf (hmld rgQcmnce.all right 
to the crow^n of Fr.-^n^e, the union of two fuch 
poviferful kingdpn;^s Wwf thought d%9geccdis to the 
iiberties of Europe, 1^ waR a^jreed thai the dwkc of 
Uerry, Philip's. brotl)et, ^md-^teTlwrn iq.Cuoceffion, 
(houid 3(1(0 reaouaice hi^.rig)^! to the crown o£ Spain, 
1^1 cafe he bcc^pie ]ui\g o&f rance. It ^.3* ftipulatod 
that tb^ duke of Savoy. fl^oii)d poflef&.thc iflahd of 
Sicily, w.ith the ti^e of Kir^ tt^g^ther with Ecflef? 
treiles,. and othei; plape^.on the. contiiieut^ wjaJdi 
inqreaf^of d<?!T^in5o9 «4a§ in fonoe ni>eafttrefns^de out 
of the.fpoils of ;hi FreiiQh o)pnai:chgr. Jthe Dutch 
had that hjirri^r grapt^ the/n^ which they Co Jong 
lbqgl\t afiter; a^^dif thp cifOMfn of France Was de- 
priv^ed of, foine; d^«^>in.iaa4 to eiwichj:bc ddke o£ b«- 
Toy, on th^ o^h^ hftjjd. the. houfe of Auftcia "«;as 
tax|B(l to fupply th,<f \K3.»^ta-Qf the HplliUiders, veho 
w^prj?.put in p^oifcinoArf tfee.itf^'Rg^il to wjftsJi^ FJaa- 
dfxa. Witii. ce^ard to Eiiglanjd^ ijtis. glocy ajui it^ 

^ ^ intercfts 
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int^rcfts W€rc fecured. The/ortification$ of I>un- 
kirk, an harbdur that might be ckingcrpus to th^ir 
trade in time of 'war, were ordered to be <{embH(h^ 
ed, and its port deftroyed. SjJain gave up all right 
to Gibraltari and the. ifland of Minorca.^ Friurice 
redgned her ^pretcnfipns tp Hudlbn's Bay, Nov^ 
Scotia, and Newfoundland : but they were left in 
poffeffion of Cape Breton, and the liberty of dryinff 
their fiih upon the fliore. Among. theft articles^ 
glorious to the EngHfli nation, their fetting free th^ 
French P«otcftant6, confined in the. prifons apd gat 
lies for their religion, was not the leaft meritorions* 
For the emperor, it was ftipulat^d, that he fhould 
pofleft the kingdom of Naples, the dtichy of M11an| 
and the Spanifti Netherlands. The king of Fruflia 
was to have Upp^r Guelder i and a tiipe was fized 
for the emperor's acceding to thcfe articles, as he 
had for fl>me time obftinately refu{ed to affi(t at the 
tiegooiation. Thus Europe feemedf^ to be formed 
into one great republic, the different member* of • 
which were cantoned out to different governors, 
and the ambition of any out ft ate, amenable to the 
tribunal of all. Thus it appears that theEngli|k 
miniftry did juftice to all the world; but their 
<:qtfhtry denied that juftice to them. 

I But while the Whigs wejre|ittacking the Tory mi- 
'nifters from without, thefe were in much greater 
clanger from their pwn internal diffention^. Lord 
OxK>rd and lord Bolingbroke, thpugji they had ftart- 
ed with the fame principles and defigns, yet having 
vanquifhed other oppofers, now' began to turn their 
ftrength agahift each other. Both began to form 
feparate interefts,; and to adopt different principle,*- 
Oxford's plan was the more moderate, Bolingbroke's 
the more vigorous, but the more fecure. Oxford, it 
is thought, was entirely for the HaijoYer fucceffion ; - 
Bolingbroke had fpme hopes of bringing in the 
Pretender, But though they hated each other moft 
, O 2 fmcereljr. 
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finccrcly, yet they were for a while kept together, 
by the ^ood of&ces of their friends, and adherentSj 
who had the melancholy profpcft of feeing the cita- 
del of their hopes, while openly beGeged from with>* 
out, fecretly undermining within. 

This was a mortifying prafpe£iio the Tories; but 
it was more particularly difpJe^fing to the queen, 
who daily faw her favourite miniftry declining, while 
her own health kept pace with their contentions. 
Her.conflitution was now quite broken, One.fit of 
ficknefs.fuccccded another; and what completed the 
ruin of her health, was the anxiety of her mind* 
Thefe diflentions had fuch an cffeft upon her fpirits 
and conftitution, that (he declared flie could not out- 
live it, and immediately funk into a (late of lethar- 
gic infenfibility. Notwithftanding all theinedjcines 
which the phyficians could preicribe, the dillemper 
gained ground fo faft, that the day aueir 
July 30, they dcfpairedof her life, and.thejjrivy- 
1714. council was aiTembled on the occafion. 

All the member^, without di(lin£Uon,-be- 
ing fummoncd ^rom the different parts of the king- 
dom, began to provide "for the fecurity of the confti*. 
tution. They fent a letter to the cleftor of Hanover, 
informing hiiii of the queen's dcfperate Gtuation, and 
defiring him to repair to Holland, where he would 
be attended by a.Britifh fquadron.to convey him to 
England. At the.fame time they difpatched inftruc- 
tions.to the earr of Strafford at the Hague, to defire 
the ftates-general tobeready to j>erform the guaranty, 
of the.Proteftantfuccejdion. Precautions were taken 
.to fecure the fea-ports; and the command. of the 
ft^et was beftowed upon the earl of Berkeley, a pro- 
:fefled Whig. Thefe meafures, which were all dic- 
tated by that party, anfwered a double end. It ar- 
gued their own alacrity in. the caufe of their new 
fovqreign, arid feemed to imply a danger to the (late 
Jrom the difafFcftion of the oppofite intereft. 

3 . On 
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Onthe thirtieth of July, theqii«tifeilmedfomc- 
what relieyed by me(iicine9> rofc from her bed about 
eight o'^elocfc, and walked^ a little^ After fame tmie^ 
calling her eyes on a clock that ftood in her cham- 
. ber, (he continued to gaze at it for fome m!iiute&. 
One of the ladies in waiting aiked her, what fhe favir 
.there more than ufual ; to^hich the quden only 
anfwcred, by turning her eyes^ upon her with a dy- 
ing look. She was foon after feized with a fit of 
tfie apoplexy: (he continued all night in aftateof 
ftupefa£Uon, and expired the following morning, 
in the forty-ninth year of her age. SJie reigned 
more than twel^ years over a people who were 
now rifen to the higheft pitch of refinenient j who 
£fad attained by their wKdom all the^dvantages of 
dpulenge, and by their valoOr all the faappinefs of 
fccuiitjr andcooqijcft.^ 

€H A P. XXXIV. 

G E O R G E I. 

X URSUAIfT to theaa^of fucceffioh, George 
ihe Firft, fon of Erneft AuguftuB, fitft eleftor of 
Srmifwicki and the prinee(sl^phiaygrand*daught^ 
to ^h^es the Firft, afeended the Britilh throne. His^ 
mature age, he being npw fifty-four ye^s old, his 
fapcity and experience, his numerous alliances, the 
general tranquillity of Europe, .all contributed tq ef- 
tablifh his interefts, and to promife htm a peaceable 
and happy reign. His abilities, though nor (hining, 
were folid ; he was of a very different difpofition 
from the Stuart family, whom he fwcceeded. Thefc 
were known to a proverb, for leaving tlwirfriends in 
.extremity; George, on the contrary, foon after his 
arrival In England, was heard to fay, •'^ My maxim 
U^ never to abandon my friends; to do julUce to all 
O3 the 
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to fcelc after thofe abeUors on wliom the Pretender * 
fcemed to ground his hopcsj and they determined 
to bring" fuch to condign punifhnient. 

It was the artifice, during this and the fucceeding 
reign, to Oigmatize all thofe who tefti^ed their di^ 
content againft government, asPapifts and Jacobite^* 
,All who ventured to fpcak again ft the violence of 
tbeir meafurcs, were reproached as deGgningto. 
bring in the Pretender j and moft people were con- 
fequcntly afraid to murmur, Hnce difcontent was fo 
near a-kin to treafon. The people, therefore, be^ 
held tlie violence of their condu£l in filent fright^ 
intetnaily difapproving, yet not daring to avow their 
detedation. 

A committee was appointed, confifting of twenty 
perfons, to infpeft all the papers relative to the late 
negociation for peace > and to pick out fuch of them 
as might ferve as fubjeAs of accufation againft the 
"late miniftry. After fome time fp^nt in this dtlquK 
fition, Mr. Walpole, as chairman of the commttteej^ 
declared to the houfe thai a report was drawn upj. . 
and in the mean time moved, that a warrant might 
be iffued for apprehending Mr. Matthew^rior, and 
Mr. Thomas Barley, who> being in the houfe, were 
immediately taken into cuftody . He then impeach- 
ed lord Bolingbroke of high treafon. This ftruck 
fome of the members with amazement ; but they 
were ftill mbre aftoniffied, when lord Coningfby, 
tifing up, was heard to fay, « The worthy chair- 
*< man has impeached the hand, but I impeach the 
*< iiead 5 he has impeached the fcholar, and I the 
«* mafter. I impeach Robert earl of Oxford ^nd 
«* earl Mortimer of high treafon> and other crimes 
-^' and mifdemeanors/' 

When lord Oxford appeared in the houfe of lords, 
the day following, he was avoided by the peers as 
infeQious; and he had now an opportunity of 
difcoverlng the bafenefs of mankind. When the 

articles 
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artickd' were read 2^z|(t htm in 4he hottle. of com- 

-fiions, a warm debate airofe upon that in which he 
was charged with having ^dvifed, the French king of • 
the tnanner of gaining Tournay ^from the Dutdtw . 
Mr. Walpole allcdgcd that it was trcafon/ Sir Jo- 
feph Jfkyl, aknawn Whig,.&id that he c^ld never * 
bcx>£. opinion. that it amounted to treafon..'- It was > 
his p^incipley he faid| to do juftice'to zWxncny to ' 
the higheft and the lowed. ^ He hop^d he* might pre- 
tend to fome knowledge of the laws,>and would not * 
. fcrupk<to declare upon this part of the queflion in 
favour. of the criminal. To this Walpple anfwered» . 
with great warmthi that there were fevcral perfons 
both in and out of the committee, who ^id not in > 
thcjeaft yield to that member in point of hopefty, . 
^ '4nd exceeded him in the knowledge of the laws, and ' 
yet were fatisfied that. the xbarge in that article ' 
amounted to high treafon. • This point being de- • 
cided againft theearli and the other article§ approve 
ed by thevhoufe, ibc lord 'Coningfby,v attended by 
the Whig, member^) impeached him foon after at ^ 
tbe bar of the houie^of lords^ demanding!^ at the 
fame time, that he might lofe his feat, an^le: com- 
luitted^acudody.. When this point came to be de^ 
bated in. the bpufe of lords, a violent altercation 
enfued. Thofe who ft ill adhered to the depofed : 
minifter, maintained the injufticeand th^ danger ' 
of fm;h.pcQceeding^.. At lail the earl himfelf rofe • 
Up, and with great tranquillity obferved, that f or * 
his-owo^part he always^. a£led by, the immediate • 
directions and commandrof the queen, his miftrefs; . 
.he had never offended againft any known Jaw, and * 
was unconcerned for th^e life of an. infignificant old t 
man. ... V . \. . .,, ; '. * 

Next day he was hrought tp the harj where he * 
received a x:opy of. his impeachment, and was al- - 
lowed a month to prepare his anfwer. - Though Dr. 
-Mead declared,* that if the«rl fliould be font 10 the - 
, 05.^ . Tower, , 
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Paris; in which tlic duke of Ormond and lord Bo* 
lingbroke were engaged, lord Stair^ die Englifh. 
ambafiador tbere^ haul penetrated aU his <le%itS| 
and fent faithful accounts of all his meafures, and 
and all bis adherents, to the miniftry at borae»— 
Upon the firft rumour, therefore, of an infurredi* 
en, they imprifoned feveral lords ind gentlemen^ 
of whonr they bad a fufpicion* ^he earis of Home, 
Wintown, Ktnnoul, and others, were committed 
to the caftle of Edinburgh. Tha king obtained 
leave from the lower houfe to feize Sir William 
Wyndham, Sir John Packington, Harvey, Combe, 
and others* Ihe lords Landfdown^ and Duplin 
were taken into cuftody. Sir WiUiam Wyndham^ 
.father-in-Ial^, the duke of Somerfet, offered to be« 
come bound for his appearance, but his furety was 
refufed. \ 

All thefe precautions were not dhl^ to ftop the in- 
furrc£lion in the weftern countries, where it was al- 
ready begun*' However, all their preparations were 
weak and ill condu£led, every meafure was betrayed 
to government as foon as proje£led, and many revolts 
reprefied in the very outfct. The univer&ty of Ox- 
ford was treated with gtcat feverity on this occafioa* 
Major-gencraJ Pepper, with a ftrong detachment of 
dragoons, took pofleffion of the city at day-break, de- 
claring he would inftantly ihoot any of the ftudhents 
^ who iboulcl prefuxne to appear without the limits of 
their refpc£live colleges. The^infurrc£lion in "the 
northern counties came to greater maturity. 
A. D. In the month of Oftober the earl of Derwent- 
,1715. water and Mr. For iter took the field with a 
body of horfe, and being joined by fome gen- 
tlemen from the borders of Scotland, proclaimed the 
Pretender. Their firft attempt was to feize upon 
Newcaftle, in which they had many friends, but 
they found the gates (hut againft themi and were 

obliged 
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obliged to rctiro to Hexham. Te oppofe tbefei gp« 
ncral Carpenter was detached by-government, with 
a body of nine hundred men, and an engagement 
was hourly expe&ed. The rebels had proceeded, by 
the way of Kendai and Lancafter, to Preilon, of 
wliich place they took pofleflion without any re(ift* 
ance. But this was the laft ftage of their ill-ad vifed 
incurfion } for general Wills, at |hc head of fevcn 
thoufand men, ^ame up to the town to attack them, 
and from his aSivity there was no cfcaping. They 
now, therefore-, began to raife barricadoes, and to 
put the place in a pofture of defence, repulfing the 
jSrft attack of the royal, army with fuccefs. Nejct 
-day, however. Wills was reinforced by Carpenter, 
and the town was invefted on all fides. In this de- 
plorable fituatidn, to which they were reduced by 
their own rafhhefs, Foiiler hoped to capitulate with 
the general, and accordingly fent colonel Oxburgh, 
who had been taken prifoher, with a trumpeter, to 
propofc a capitulation. This, however. Wills rc- 
fufed, alledging that he would not tireat with rebels, 
and that the only favour they had to expcA was to 
be fpared from immeclate flaughter. Thefe were 
hard terms, but no b^ctter could be obtained. They 
accordingly laid down their arms, and were put un- 
der a ftrong goard; all the noblemen and leaders 
^ete fecuied, and a few of their officers tried forde- 
ierting from the royal army, and (hot by order of a 
court* martial. The common men were imprifoned 
at Chefter and Liverpool ; thie noblemen and confi- 
derable officers were fent to London, and led 
through the ftreets, pinioned and bound togethc^^ 
to intimidate their party. 

The Pretender might by this time have been con* 

. vinced of the vanity of his expeftations, in fuppof- 

ang that the whole country would rife up in his 

'caufe* His afiairs were a£luaUy defperate $ yet, 

with his nfual infatttdtioo, be refolved to hazard his 

perfon 



joi HISTORY OF ENGLAND- 

petfcHi aknohg his AriemSs-m Scotland, at^ ttfne^1i<^ 
Aich a ttreafiTTT -was too late for ^ccefs. luffing) • 
therefore, through France in cttlgiAre, vaii, einbarirV 
ing in ft fmall vekd at Dunkirk, he arrit^d, stftcnir 
toyirge of b iew day»> On the cdtfts of 9cotia«4^. 
^th only fir gentleman in fat« train. . He ^tiSM 
unlcnown tlirottgh Ahevdeentoji'<etePGHfb, '#hep&hc 
was taei by the carl of Mw^ tinti abootithHty tioUe*- 
men and genttcrwcn of theikfttpiaiity* TIktc he- 
w«6 folemnly proci aimed. His dfedaration, dated 
at Commwtry, was printed and difperfed* lie went 
from thencd to Dandde, wltere faevnad^ a ^Uk 
tffnry, mid hi two days more he Arrived art Scobny. 
where be intended to have the ceremtmy of his\K^^ 
ronation f^erforrrted. He orferod lhfrnk%rrihgs to 
1>e tfladc for hh fafe arrival *, be enjoined ^he mtui^- 
fycn to pt^y for him in thcw Aurthes •, and, whfc.- 
<jtft the fmalif ft thare of power, went- throogh thev 
ctremonieB oF royalty, which threw an air ctf itdi* 
<ule on all his oonduft. Having thusfpent <bme 
iTrtic in enrmpoftant parade, he Tefolved tb abandon 
<the «nterprifc with the fame levity wHIi 'windh it 
wm undetpaken. Having made a speech to ins grand • 
couticil, iw hifonncd ttoem of his waiat of. mdney, . 
-atvn^, and amfminition, for tmdeitBMhg a caiR— 
p^ign, xvfi t'herefoi'e deploi^ than; he was isompe^ 
4d toie^ve Thbin. Ht once mcivr .Embarked on 
ttoard a *tf^l^l*ndi Qaip that lay m-the fiirbomrtrf 
Montfcfe, accompafnkd with f&Veral lotids^ hisvd^ 
-bevents, and in 4rre days armed at Gravtilfi^* 

In this m»nnxsr ended a rebdivon -mitncti 9itfAmg 
,^tmhed<f\ny couid projea:, aadnoflii** bat wtft- 
nefs could fupport. Bat thomgh the ew«my was «d 
-more, rhte ftwy of the Viffcoi-s'did n«t fecm it< the Icaft i 
-to«bM^%vkh ffittccefe; Tlife kwrMraa ii<iwt«» m» 
f Oroe with vil it^ terrors^ un^ thte pWfotis of iioniten 
were ctWdisd with ttiofe dduded wrekfabs, -Tt^brai 
the miftith^ i&ctiRti tdk>lved -nvi io^fbifd^n. 

The 
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irtitaWer, flie ^irfhbfs of •Ae tate tfebeUrtiti. I trwift.* 

O^lc, CsffniVAHh, ttn4 "Wifmo^»> Che lordi WT*rtng-» 

^^fen- pltfadiftjj ^h>y, iW btit Itrt-d WintiWWi fei?el¥i 
M ftHtdf!<rfe 6f ^fch^h. !*;> ehtVefitfefe cWiM fofteft 

tffcely*, *e r«l #?tt^^ktd tiy'fe fenffet lirat* Mi- 

111- v^6!fiafn-» deaths, \irW(* tv^t^febraftgJit hiirti by ^i% 
^nftthWHie flight bcfefft te'^ra^stohirc bet^ft crteow**. 
^dl tMvr)6ht#afer «Wd KWfti«iir Wetie b¥b^ht td 
the ?biifltoH '6ft Tt)Wct.hifI at 't»j«e .fiiffe dVf^iWWtH*. 

^y^ J)$t«fed by 'sA\, iBhd ftimli^gly iefe mtoVed tbettN 
te^^s 19^11 Ihofe^ *tJrfio %tkield fli^jln. 

In Ito k^gmnring -of Apiik -eoftmtffiioiieft «3?r tjy* 
ing J^hc rebels met in the court of common ^lfi$> 
i*^heta' bills Wdte fi^rrd agaihft Mr. Fdtlter, Mr. 

iFoft^ ^feaf^dfrtolft 'l!*e#^*tte, and' taithed tlifc 
ifcWtl^em ih fAfrty, Ae »rt?ft |)^<^«^^ ^^ guilty^— 
*fets> -thfe ly*fei!>«r 6f Ne#gati&, fc^iftigtu (petted «f 
lrtMtig'cmiWi^da^^orftei=''S'efoftpe^ Wafe tHettter*fc 

itoektHlrth fend fe^€#d liH^^V. pl^ifcrtieri brotee ftoWi 
Wc'%*^*d> iftap b^itijt i*iafte*Qd ^hie %eei3e* tf?i4 
<ttW*^, and dl&frttd At \?^t4ntl. Itie tet^rt 
"ptdctt^i tt> thfe iKal ^f ***« ^tfhm tefirahie^^ fci*^ 
^'fti^fc #i«rc%af!ig6d^'dfe^hj aWd iitr)itrdl«e^; litTf- 
*am> ttii^0*JWid»t^wttffy ^eite ^eijut^d ^ Pt-eft^h 
<ih4 Aitohcti^fter; ^d ftbMlift ^a Vkdtfi)dd 'iM-iOm^f^ . 
«pfef ietteed tfcfe **ig^ ^frtb%, if SpkA at ^»Vrf^Irt te 
tfAllWI, id be hta^bhed .to mfa Awef ica. 

- • A rugture 
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A rupture w^h Spaui^ wbich enfuedifoRie tim& 
afteri fcrved once more(o raifelbe deelinlogex^c-* 
rations of the Pretender andiiis adbereni8« It was 
hoped that, by the .aiTiftance of- cardinal Aiberoni» 
the Spanifh n)iniiier> .anew lafurrefilon might be 
excited in England. The duke of Ormond vi^as the 
perfon fixed mpon to conduct, this exf^edirioo; and 
he obtained fropfi'the Spanifh. court a fleet of ten 
ihips of war and tranfports, ,baving,.oji board fix 
thoufand regular troops, with arms tor twelve thou- 
fand more. But fortune wa$ ftill^as unfavoursdJe 
as even Having fet fail, m4 proceeded as far as 
cape Finifterre, . he was encountered, bv a violent 
ftorm which difabled his fleet, ..and fruft^ated. the 
expedition. This- misfortune, together with the 
bad fuccefs of the SpaniQi arms in Sicily, and other 
parts of Europe^ induced Philip tp wiih* for peace ( 
and he at lad confented to fign the -quadruple alii* 
ance. This was at that time thought an immenfe 
acquifition $ but England, though Oie procured tlie 
ratification, had no fliare in the advantage of the 
treaty. 

It was about this time <that oik John.Lawy 
A. D. a Scotchman, had cheated France, by eredi. 
172K 4ng a company under the name of the Miflit 
fippi, which promifed that deluded people 
great wealth, but which ended in involving,: the 
,Fiench nation in great diftrefs. It.\^a& now that the 
people of England were deceived hy a proje£Lentire^ 
ly fimilar, which is remembered by the name Qf the 
South-fea Scheme, and which was felt long .after |iy , 
thoufands. To explain this as concifely as poffibI% 
it is to be obferved, that ever fince the resolution 
under king William, -the government. not having 
had fuificient. fupplies granted by. parliament, or 
,wbat was granted requiring time. tp be collected, 
they were obliged to borrow money from feveral 
diilerem companies of merchants, and, among the 

" reft. 
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reHy from tliat company which traded to the Sooth- 
fca. The South^fea Company havin^g made up their 
debt to the goverament ten niUJion», inftead of fix 
hundred thoufaiid pounds, which they ufuaily ;re- 
ceived as ii^tereftj were fatisfied with fire hundred 
tkoitfand. 

le was in this (ttuation of things that one Blounfy 
who bad been bred afcriyeneri and was poflefled of 
9U the cunning and plaufibility requifitefor fuchan 
undertaking, spropo&d to the ministry,' inthexiame 
of the South-fea Company, to buy up all the debts of 
the different companies of mercbanrs, and thus to 
becoixie the fole creditor of the ftafe. The terms he 
ofiercd to government were extreoiely advantageous. 
The South-fea Company was to redeem the debts of 
the nation out of the hands of the private proprie*^ 
tors^ who were creditors to the government, upon 
whatever term« they could a^ee on^ and for the* 
intereft of this money, which they had thus redeem^ 
ed, and taken into their own hands, they ^oqld be 
contented to be allowed by government, for fir 
years, five per cent, then the intereil (hould be re-^^ 
duced to four per cent, and (hould at any time be 
redeemable by parliament. But now came the part 
of thefcheme big with fraud arid ruii?. As the di-; 
re&ors of the South- fea Company could not of 
ihemfelves be fuppofed to poiiefs money fufiicient 
to bixy up the debts of the nation,, tliey were em- 
powered to raife it by opening a fublcriptio» to a> 
fcheme for trading in the South- feas, from which 
commerce immenfe ideal advantages were promifed 
by the cunning: dtre£iors, and ftiU greater expefled 
by the rapacious credulity of the people. All per- 
form, therefore^ who were creditors K) government,, 
^ere invited to come in, and exchange their ftocka 
for that of the South-fca Company. 
- The dire£lofs books were no fooner opened for 
the iSxft fubfcription, but crowds came to make the 

exchange * 
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ex<3badg< of %hek intMc ftock for Sosth-fea ftocic* 
The delufion was artfuiiy coiHitined and fpuktdj^ 
SUbfcriptidns in a fe^-vlays fold for dottble die price 
thtj htud been bought at. The Cehetne fucceedeil 
^tn beyond the 'pib^c^lorB hopes, and the ^ibhi^e 
* nation vas infc<Jtcd with a fpirit of -avaricioiiv^eAter- 
priie. 1 Ik tnfiMvation pitvailed i the ftock imnretf- 
6l to in furpritog d^ree, and to hear MiiteeatHe 
fttdftt <»f witat k was firft ftfbfcribed for. ^ 

Alter a kw mon^hsj howeVer^ tberpeople'v^aiM 

f^om iiietr'dltam'Qf rieheS) and fbttnd that ^Htfat 

^advantages they expefted were nicely iim^inaiy, 

white thottfeodsixf faosniios wetxs invoKtA m one 

eflunnoA Tmii» 

The principal dcHnqvcnts werepinrifted by piar* 
liaAient ^^ith a fbrfeitnre of aH fach pcuftSkmsand 
cikates as they iiad^cqiiired during tbeoenifoitaisoe 
oi this popalarfrency^ aosd fome tstm^ vas-aMb- ta* 
ken to redrefs die iuflerers. 

The difoontents oceafioned by tbefe p^iblkieal^f* 
mkies ^nce nfiore f|;ave the tli&fib£ted «paity 'hopes • 
oi fucc^ding. Bat in all their eonnfeH tiiey were 
weak, divided) and warring. 

The firft i^erfon who wm fetz^d opoti Scrfpieiofxi 
was Francis Atterbury, bHh(5p of RflcheAel-, a^Jre?- 
late long obnoKio^s to the prefent goverinnent, aifd 
pofiTeiled of ab'dities to rencVer him fotmtdabie to any 
mtntdry he oppofcd. Hrs papers inhere feised, afad 
hehiorielf confined in the Tower. Soon rfwrthe 
duke of Norfolk, the carl of Orrery, tke lofds No»!h 
and Grey, and fome others of inferior rank, were 
afrcftdd and imprifoned. Of all rbefe, how^ter, 
onYy the bi(hop,.who was banlftwd, and one Mr. 
Layer, who was hanged nt Tybom, felt the feYeri- 
ty of government, the proofs^ againft the teft 
amoutiting to no conviftive evidence. 

The comhionB about this time fiodingntanv abn- 
fc8 hiwi crept into the court of chancery, which ei«* 

cher 
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thc)r iitipecied jU<lw,'or nnittt^ -k vcurf^ tb^y 

Macolesfi^ki, «( d^e bar «f the li^uie of lorda, idf 
hfgh'dnfiled rs^d ffkifdenf^Bftimfd* This w«^ oit^ «( 
thie^^ ]#bc^tous-a»tl beft c^ieftdd t]rYa1& in die 
' a^hals of *£Qg)an4. . T^ tri(d lifted ^wehiy d^^% 
The eftvl'pyevfed (bti^hte f^m^tbe^eoeiyed for 4)^ 
i«)e of pta4«siHi ehalvoery hslel ba«ll nfuliUy tec€i9ro4 

f^M^i IreMfie ^we^re cofi^far^ to AriA jufttc«i £^t 

was convict^ t>f ^aiidutent "pf^ites^ «fHl '<t>ii^ 
demn^d to a fine of thirty thoufand pound^j with 
imprifonment ui^til tbat fum {hould be paid, whic;h 
was accordingly difchargcd in about 'fix wceka after. 

In this manner, the corruption, yenality, and 
avarice of the times h^d increafed with the riches 
and Jwury of the^^nation* Conuneroe infwTduced 
fraiMj wd wealth Introduced prodi^Hty* 

It vnuft be ^wned that ^hcvp^rliaaient made Ibiof 
new e&rls to^eck the progrefs'of vice afid inuno«< 
y»llt^, wbieh fiow49i?ga« to be^diffijfM thTOugh«ve« 
ry r«n1i of life. Bert they^wer^ fupported iie>idi«f 
l)y fh^H^ei-Qperation'of the aainiilry nor (he voke of 
ihei-people. 

ft -wssfiow -two yeawfince the king h«d vifited 
hi^ eieSlor&l domii^ionsof Ha&^tyer. {le, therefore^ 
f^ti after ihe braking ^ of the parlian>ent) 
plfep^rfcfi^ot &joiiT«Gy thhher- ila»v'ingap- A,D. 
f>#tzJN$d -ft regency in- hit abfent€i he embaprk- * 727^ 
fed f©r'HoBal*d^ind lijy,«pajgi hiskiiding, at 
a >fttle t©wn >ealled Voet. Next dsy be proceeded 
on hts^oiiriiey>( ^nd ih two days more, between ten 
»nd ekven ^t ni|jht^ Utrived at Delden, to all-apr 
peirance in pbrfcd he»hh. . H^ flipped there very 
hearhlys and cofit-inii^d hk j^rc^r^fe early the rfext 
mornittg., but between eight and nine ordered his 
couch 10 ftop. itibdng petceixed th^ one of liil 

hands 
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hands lay motionlefs, monfieur Fiib,rice, who had' 
formerly been fertant to the king of Swoden, and 
whonowattendedking George, attenipted to quick* 
en the circulation, by chafing it between his bands* 
As this had no effe£^, the furgeon who followed on 
borfeback, «^as called; and he alfo rubbed it with 
fyhrits. Soon after the king^s tongue began to fweil,. 
and he had juft ftrength enough to bid^tfaem haften 
to Ofnabu/gh. Then falling infenftble rnto Fabrice'i 
arms, he never recovered, but expired about eleveis 
o'clock the next morning, in the fixty-eighth yeaP 
of Ims age^ and the thirteenth of hts Teign»^ 

C H A P. XXXV. 
GEORGE ir. 

U P O N the death of George the Firft^ bis (bn> 
George the Second, came to the crown, a man of 
inferior abilities to the late king, and ftrongly bi- 
afled with a partiality to his dominions on the con* 
tinent. , The chief perfon, and he who ihortly after 
engroflcd the greateft (hare of power under him, 
was Sir Robert Walpole, who had rifen from lo^ 
beginnings, through two fucceffive reigns, intogrear 
eftimation. He was confidefed as a martyr to his 
caufe, in the reign of queen Anne ; and when tfaer 
Tory party cottld no longer opprefshim, he (till 
preferved that hatred againit them with which he 
fct out. To defend the declining prerogative of the* 
crown, might perhaps have been the ffrll objc£t of 
his attention ; but foon after thofe very mcafures 
by which he pretended to fecure it, proved the 
moft efFe£lual means to leffen it. By corrupting 
the ' houfe of commons, he increafed their riches 
and their power ; and they were not averfe to vot- 
ing away thofe millions which he permitted them 
fo liberally to fiiare. As fuch a tendency in him 

naturally 
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Wfctur^Hy :pT<»luceA oppofitidn, he was pofleflid of - 
a moft phlcgtnatic\mfen(ibiJity to reproach, and a 
calm difpaffionate mannrr of reafonirig upon fuch 
topics as he defired ftould be believed. H'u dif- 
cowfc was fluent, but withcmt dignity; and bis 
manner ooniHnQing form its apparent want of art. 

The Spaniards were the iirft nation who fliewed 
the futility K5f the treaties of the fornacT feign to 
bind, when any advantage* was to be procured by 
kiffaftian. The people of our Weft-India iflands 
kad long carried on an illicit ttade with the fubjeQs 
of Spain-upon the- continent, but whenever deted^- . 
cd were rigoroufly puniftied, and their cargoes con- 
fifcated to.thcvcrowru In-this temerity of adven* 
ture on the one hand, and vigilance of purfuit.and 
punidiment on the other, it muft often have hap* 
pcned that the iniiocent muft fuflfer with the guilty^ 
and many cpnapJaiftts were made, perhaps founded 
in juflicc, that th^ Engl Hh merchants were plun- 
dered* by the S^aniftikingVveflels upon thefouriwrn 
coafts of America, as if they had. been pirates. 

The Englifli miniftry, unwilling to credit every 
seport which was inflamed by refemment, or urged 
by avarice, expefted to remedy the evils complain- 
ed of by their favourite fyftem of treaty, and in the 
mean time promifed the nation redrefs. At length, > 
However, the complaints became more general, and. 
tb^ merchants. remonftrated by petition to thehoufe 
of commons, who entered into a deliberation on 
the fubjeft. They examined the evidence of feve- 
ralwho had beeti unjuftly fcized, and treated with 
great cruelty.' One man, the mafter of a tradings 
•vedel, had been ufed by the Spaniards in a molt 
ihocking manner; he gave in his evidence with, 
grf at precifion, Informed the houfe of the manner 
they had,plunderedand flripptd him, of their cutting 
off his ears, and their preparing to put him to death. 

"I then 
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^ I tb«ii looked op) CFied ho, to my God for par- 
don, and to my country for revenge/' 

Thefe accoiifiH r»if9d a fame amotig the people, 
which k was neitheT the minifter^s intepeft, nor 
perhaps that of the natfon to indulges n^w nago- 
ciatiotts were iet on foor, and new me^ators of- 
fered their interp^tton. A treatf was figaed at 
Viennai between the eiftpcror, the king of Great 
Britain, and the king of Spain, which fettled At 
peace of Eufx>pe upon it» fortnert footing, and put 
off the threatening war for a t«ne* By this treatf 
the king of England toneeired hopes that all war 
would be at an end. Don Carious upon the death 
of the duke of Parma, was, by the affiftance of an 
BngliCh fleer, put in peaceable poff^ffion of Parma 
and Placentia, while fix thoofand Spaniards were 
quietly admitted, and quartered in the duchy of 
Tufeany, to'fccure for him the rerer&OQ of th^^^ 
dukedom* 

'' An interval of peace fucceeded, io which fcafee 
any events happened that defcrvc the remembrance 
df an hiftorian. 

During this interval of profound pcaee> nothing 
remarkaWc happened, and fcaroe any conteft enfu- 
ed except in the Britifh parliament, where the dif- 
putofl between the court and country party were 
carried on with unceafing ammofity. • 

A fociety of men in this interefted age of 
A. D* feeming benevolence, had unit^ themfehres 
1731. intoaconopany by the name of the QiaritaE^ 
Corporation 5 and their profeffed intention 
wds to lend money at legal intcreft to thcvpoor, upoa 
fmall pledges, and to perfons of higher ratik upon 
proper fecurity. Their capital was at firft limited 
to thitty thoufand pounds, but they afterwards in- 
creafed it to fix hundred thoufand. This money was 
fupplied by fubfesiption, and the care of conducting 
the capital was intruftcd in a proper number of di- 

redlors. 
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xedoM* Thit cfmnpaaif bavitig oaminiied for nxir^ > 
than twenty jieans, the caflueri Qeo)nge Robinfoti) 
ree^iber foe Mavlow, ^tld die. Avareho^fe-keeper) 
John Tbompfon, diiappeans^ in one da)^ Five 
Kuniired tlioofand pounds of capital was found to be 
funk and embezzled by nseans which the px^pyie- 
tors coulc) not difcoiivr* Tiiey thereforey in st pe* , 
tilion, sepcefeated to the faouie tlie manner in 
wbich they had been defcaeded^ and the diftcefe to 
whifh aiany of the pc^titioners^ were r^u^^^ A fe<^ 
creteommktee being appointed to examine into this 
prrlevance, antoft iniquitous fcene of fraud was foon 
difcov^eced^ which had been cavried- on by Itobin^ 
fhuax^d Tbonvpfon, in ooiHrevt with fome of the 
dij;e£iaxey foe embezzling the capital' and cheafmg 
thdS pi90firie&ors. Many perfona of rank and quality 
WOP8 cpncecned in this iafamops confpivacy ) atnt 
eircn. £sMn<^ of the firH, chatmdets in the nation dJd 
«Qt eicapeoen£ure. A fpirit of dvaricf and rapaat'f . 
h^d infe^ied every rs^k of life about this time-; no. 
Ids than fix mei^faers cf parliament were expeil^di 
for^tbemoft fordid a£ls of k4iavepy. Sir Robert 
Sutlon) Sir Archib^d Gcdnt, and George Robin- 
Can) far their Iratids in the management of tlie^ha- <^. 
ritabie CorpoFaticilh Scheme ; Dennis Bond) and ^- 
jeant Burch, for a fraudulent fale of t4ic late unfor- 
tunate earl of Derwentwater'a large eftale) aiid^ 
laftlyj John Ward, of Hackney, f^rfefgery/ Luac- 
ury had given birth to prodigaUty, and that was the 
parent of the meaneft afts o?'pcculati<>n. It wnsaf* 
fest^d in th^ hoitfeof lords^ at that-time) that not 
one (hilling of the forfeited eftates was ever applied 
to the fervice of the publicj bvit became the reward 
oC fraud and verbal i4y. 

A fcheme fet on foot by Sjf- Robert Wal- 
pole foon after cngrofi^d the attenfeioi> of the A» D« 
pubUC) which was to fix a general exfcife. — 1732. 
The^ninifter introduced it UiO) thei(Oufe> by 

going 
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Sing into a detail of the frauds pradifed by the 
^ors in London, who were employed by tbe 
American planters in felline their tobacco. To pre- 
vent thefe frauds he propo^d, that mftead of bar- 
ing the cudoms levied in the ufaal manner upon 
tobacco, all hereafter to be imported ihould be 
lodged in warehoufcs appointed for that purpofe by 
the officers of the crown, and (bottid from thence 
be fold, upon paying the duty of four pence a pound, 
when the proprietor found a purchafer. Hiis pro^ 
pofal raifed a violent ferment, not lefs within doors 
than without. It w;)s afTerted, that it would expofe 
the fadors to fuch bard (hips that they would not be 
able to continue their trade, and that fuch a fcheme 
would not even prevent the frauds complained of. 
It was added that a number of additional excifemen 
and warehoufe-keepers would thus be employed, 
which would at once render the miniftry formida- 
blej and the people dependent. Such were the ar- 
guments m^e ufe of to ftir up the citizens to op* 
pofe this law ; argumenu rather fpecious than (o* 
lid, fmce, with all itsdifadvantages, the tax upon to- 
bacco would thus be mort fafely and expeditioufly 
colledked, and the avenues to numberiefs frauds 
would be (hut up. The people, however, were 
raifed into fuch a ferment, that the parliament 
houfe was furrounded with multitudes, who intimi- 
dated the miniftry^ -and compelled them to drop tbe 
deHgn. The mtlcarrlage of the bill was celebrated 
with public rejoicings in Lomlon and Weftminfter, 
and the miniiler was burned in effigy by the popit- 
lace of London. , 

Ever fince the treaty of Utrecht, the Spaniards in 
America had infulted and didrefled the commerce 
ot Great Britain, and the BritiOi merchants had 
attempted to carry on an illicit trade into their do* 
minions. A right which the £ngli(h merchants 
claimed by treaty, of cutting log-wood in the bay. 

of 
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^f CampeacKyi g^ve them frieqiient opportunities 
of pulhing in contraband commodities upon the 
continent \ (o that to fupprefs the evil, the Spani- 
ards were refolved to annihilate the claim. This 
liberty of cutting log*wood had often been acknow« 
ledged» but ncTcr clearly afcertained ; in all former 
treaties, it was confidered as an objeQ; of too little 
importance to make a feparate article in any nego« 
ciation. The. Spaniih vefiels appointed for proteA- 
ing the co^ft continued their feverities upon the 
Englifh ; many of the fubjcfls of Britain were fent 
to dig in the mines of Potofi, and deprived of all 
means of conveying their com^ints to thofe who 
might fend them' redrcfs. One remonftrance fol- 
lowed another to the court of Madrid of this vrola- 
tion of treaty ; but the only anfwer given were pro- 
mifes of enquiry^ which produced no reformation. 
Our merchants complained loudly of thofe outrages; 
but the minifliers vainly expe^ed from negocia- 
tions that redrefs, which was only to be obtained 
by arms. / 

The fears difcovered by the court of Great Bri- 
tain only ferved to increafc the infolence of the 
enemy; and their guard-fhips continued to feize 
not only all the guilty, but the innocent, whom 
they found failing along the Spanifh main. Atlaft, 
however, the complaints of tne £ngli(h merchants 
were loud enough to intereft the houfe of com- 
mons } their letters and memorials were produced^ 
and their grievances enforced by counfel atjthe bar 
of the houfe. It was foon found that the money 
which Spain had agreed t6 pay to the court of Great 
Britain, was with-held, and no reafbn affigncd for 
the delay. The minifter, therefore, to gratify the 
general ardour, and to atone fqr his former defici- 
encies, affured the houfe that lie would put the na- 
tion in a condition for war. Soon after letters of* 
reprifal were granted againft the Spaniards, and 
V ' this 
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this being on both fides confidered as an aStnl 
commencement of boftilities, both diligently fct 
forward their armaments by fea and land. In this 
threatening Gtuation the French minifler at the 
Hague declared that his mailer was obliged by trea- 
ty to afliR the king of Spain ; fo that the alliances, 
ivhich but twenty years before had taken place, 
were now quite reverfed. At that time France and 
England were combined againft Spain \ at prefefit, 
France and Spain were united again fl England \ fuch 
little hopes can ftatefmen place upon the firmed 
treaties, where there is no fuperior power to com- 
pel the obfervaace. 

A rupturebetween England andSpain being now 
become unavoidable, the people, who had long cla- 
moured for war, began to feel uncommon alacrity 
at its approach ; and the miniftry, finding it inevi- 
table^ began to be as earned in preparation. Orders 
were ilTued for augmenting the land forcesi 
A. D. and raifing a body of marines. War was dt* 
1739. dared with proper folemnity, and foon af- 
ter two rich 3p^i)iA) prizes were taken in 
the Mediterranean. Admiral Vernon, a man of 
jnore courage than experience,- of more confidence 
than flcill, was fent commander of a. fleet into the 
Weft Indies, to diftrefs the enem|^ in that part of 
the globe. He had ^(Tcrted in the houTe of com- 
mons that Porto Bello, a fort and harbour in South 
America, could be^eafily deftroyed, and that he 
himfelf would undertake to reduce it with fix (hips 
only. A proje£): which appeared fo wild and im- 
poffibie, was ridiculed by the miniftry ; but as he 
ftill perfifted in the propofal, they complied with 
hisrequeft, hoping that his want of fuccefs might 
reprefs the confidence of his party. In this, how* 
every they were difappointed } for with fix (hips 
only, he attacked and demoliChed all the fortrficati- 
<Mi8 of the place, and came away viAorious^ with 
- I fcarce 
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fcarce tbe loft ofa man. ThU viaory was maenifi. 

ed at home m all the ftrains of panegyric, and the tri- 

umph was far fupen«r to the ralue of the conqueft. 

While vigorous preparation* were making in 

SS'fi,JffT"V ^*'"''^~" °f ftip8 was equip- 
ped for d.ftrrffing the enemy in the South Seas, tfie 
command of wh.ch was given to commodore An- 
foa. Th.8 fleet was deftined to fail through the 
ftre.ghtsof Mage an, and fteering northwar^aloS 
the coafts of Chil, and Peru, to co-operate occafiS 

* Z A ^ ?'*' "'^'^y" ''"'* "•"*''« of the mihiftrv 
fruftrated that part of the fcheme, wHch was ori 
g.nally well laid. , When it was too latein The fea- 
foD, the commodore fet out with five fhips of the line 
afngate. and two ftore-fhlps, with about fo^e"n 
hundred men Havmg reached the coafts of bZ 

ifland of St. Catherine, a fpot that enjoys all the 
fruitfulnefs and verdure of the luxurious tropical 
ttr u 1'°"" '^'J!^' ^' ^''"'^ downward C 
in about five months after, meeting a terrible tem 
peft. Ixe doubled Cape Horn. Brtht "ie ht 
fleet was d.fperfed. arid his crew deplorably dTfabled 
with the fcurvy,; fo that with much diffi^u ?he 
gamed .the delightful ifland of>a„ Fe nandVz ~ 
Ihere he was joined by one (hip, a„d a S'^ 
feven guns, from thence advancing norThward 
he lantied on the coaft of Chili, and attSed .hi 
cuyof Paitaby night. In this bdd a^em^t he 
^ade no tife of his ftipping, nor even d?SSkcd 
allhismen; a few foldiers, favoured bv^TJtf 
;£' %^:^' '''«\^- withtr^/and S: 

i|ra.s.\to«ltsi^^^^^ 
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town for three days, (tripping it of all the trea- 
fares and merchandife to a confiderable amount^ and 
then letting it on fire. 

Soon after this fmall fquadron advanced as far as 
Panamaji fituated on the illhmus of Darien, on the 
weftcrn fide of the great American continent. The 
commodore now placed all hopes in taking one of 
thofe valuable Spani(h (faips> which trade from the 
Philippine iflands to Mexico. Kot above one or two 
mt the moft of thefe immenfely rich fhips went from 
one continent to the other in a year ; they W6ie 
therefore very large, in order to cany a fufficiency 
of treafure, and proportionably ftrong to defend it. 
In hopes of meeting with one of thefe the commo- 
dore, with his little fleer," traverfed the great Pacific 
Ocean ^ but the fcurvy once more vifited his crew, 
feveral of his men died, and almoft all were dif- 
abled. In this exigence, having brought all his men 
into one vefTcl, and fet fire to the other, he fteered for 
theiflandofTinian,whichliesabouthalfwaybetween 
the new world and the old. In this charming abode 
he continued for fome time, till his men recovered 
their health, and his fliip was refitted for failing. 

Thus refitted he fet forward for China, where he 
laid in proper ftor^s for once more traverfing back 
that immenfe ofceah in which hehad jufl before fuf- 
fered fuch incredibly difficulties. Having accord- 
ingly taken fome Dutch and Indian failors on hoard, 
he again fleered towards America, and at length, 
after various toils, difcovered the Spanifh gallcoa 
he had fo long ardently expelled. This veflef was 
built as well for the purpofes of war as of merchan- 
ctfe. It mounted fixty guns, and five hundred 
men, while the crew of the commodore did not 
amount to half that number. However the vi£tory 
was on the fide of the Englifli, and they returned 
home with their valuable prize, which was cfti- 
mated at three hundred. and thirteen thoufand 
{>ouiid8 fterling, while the diflerent captures that 

had 
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had been made before amounted to as much more. 
Thus, after a ▼oyagc of three years, cotidafled 
with aftontfhing perfeverancc ,and intrepidity, the 
public fuftained the lofs of a noble fleet ; but a few- 
individuals became poflefled of immenfe richea- 

In the mean time the Eng-Kfli conduced other 
operations againft the enemy with amaaing a£^ivity. 
When Anfon fet out, it was with a defign of a^di- 
'ing a fubordinate part to a formidable armament de- 
figned for the coaft of Kew Spain, confiding of 
twenty-nine (hips of the line, and almoft an equal 
number of frigates, furni(hed with all kinds of war* 
Kke ftores, near fifteen thoufand feamen,^and a$ 
many land forces. Never was a ieet more com- 
pletely equipped, nor never bad the nation more 
£anguine hopes of fuccef^. Lord Cathcart was ap- 
pointed to command the knd forces ; but he dying 
on the paflage^ the command devolved upon gene- 
ral Wentworth, whofe abilities wer,e fuppofed to be 
unequal to the truft repofed in him. 

When the forces were landed at Carthagena) they 
creeled a battery, with which they made a« breach 
in the principal fort, while Vernon, who com* 
manded the fleet, f<;nt a number of (hips into rhC' 
harbour, to divide the fire of the enemy, and to co« 
operate with the army on fliore. The breach being 
deemed pradicable,. a body of troops were com- 
manded to dorm \ but the Spaniards deferted the 
forts, which, if pofllefled of courage, they might 
have defended with fucceft. The troops upon gain- 
ing this advantage, were advanced a good deal 
nearer the city i but tbey there met a much 
greater oppodtion than they had cxjgt&cd. It ^it 
found, or aflerted, that the fleet could not lie neat 
enough to batter the town, and that nothing re- 
mained but to attempt one of the forts by fcaling. 
The leaders of the fleet and the army began mutu- 
ally to accufe each other, eachtflerting the proba- 
P 3; bilitjr 
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bUity of what the otl^er denied. At tengtlT, Went- 
worth, ftimuljted by the admiral's reproach, re- 
folved ro try the dangerous experiment, and order* 
ed that fort bt. L^zare ihouM be attempted by fca^ 
)ade. Nothing could be more unfortunate than this 
undertaking i the forces marching up to the attack^ 
their guides were flain,.an<l they miftook their way. 
Inilead of attempting the weakcft part pf the fort, 
they advanced to where it was (Irongeft, and where 
they were cxpofed to the fire of the town. Colonel 
Grant, who commanded the grenadiers, was killed 
in the beginning. Soon after it was found that 
their fcaling ladders were toofliorti the ofEcers 
were perplexed for want of orders^ and the troops 
ttood cxpbfed to the whole fire of the enemy, with- 
out knowing how to proceed. After bearing a 
dreadful fire for fome hours with great intrepidity, 
they at length retreated, leaving fix hundred men 
dead on the fpot. The terrors of .the climate foon 
began to be more dreaded than thofe of war j" the 
rainy feafon came on with fuch violence, that it 
was impoflible for the troops to continue encamp- 
ed ; and the mortality of the feafon now began to 
attack them in all its frightful varieties. To thefe 
ealamities, fuflicicnt to quell any enterprife, was 
added the difienfion between the land and fea com- 
manders, who blamed each other for every failure, 
and became frantic with mutual recrimination.—^ 
They only therefore, at laft, could be brought to 
agree in one mortifying meafure, which was to re- 
imbark the. troops, and withdraw them as quick as 
poflibie from this fcene of ilaughter and contagion. 
This fatal mifcarriage, which tarniQtedthe Bri- 
ti(h glory, was no fooner known in England, than 
the kingdom was filled with murmurs apd difcon^ 
tent. The loudeft burftof indignation was dire£l- 
cd at the miniftcrj and they who oncepraifed him 

fat 
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for fuccefles he did not meriti condemned bim now 
for a failure, of which he was guihlefs. 

The minifter finding the indignation of 
the houfe of commons turned «gainft him^ A* D, 
fried every art to break that confederacy^ 1741, 
which he knew he had not ftfength to op« 
pofe. The refentment of the people had been raif- 
ed againft him to an extravagant height; and their 
leaders taught them td expe^ very (ignal juilice oti 
their fuppofed oppreiTor. At length finding his pod 
untenable, he declared He wouTd never fit more in 
that houfe \ the next day the king adjourned both 
iioufcs of parliament for a few days, and in the in- ' 
terim Sir Robert Walpole was created Earl of Ox- 
ford, and rcfigncd all his employments. 

But the pleafure of his defeat was of fhort dura* 
tion : it loon appeared that thofe who declared moft 
loudly for the liberty of the people had adopted new 
meafures with their new employments. The new 
converts were branded as betrayers of the interefts 
pf their country ; but particularly the refentment of 
the people fell upon Pulteney carl of Bath, who had 
long declaimed againft that yery condu£l he now 
feemed earneft to purfue. He had been' the idol of 
the people^ and confidered as one of the moft illuf* 
trious champions that had ever defended the caufc^f 
freedom ; but allured perhaps with the hope of go- 
verning in Walpole's place, he was contented to give 
up his popularity for ambition* The king, however^ 
treated him with that negleft which he merited : 
he was laid afide for life, and continued a wretched 
furvivor of all his former importance. 

The emperor dying in the year 1740, the French 
began to think this a favourable opportunity for ex- 
erting their ambition once more. Regdrdlefs of 
treaties, particularly that called the Pragmatic 
Sanflion, by whicVthe reverfion of all the late em- 
peror'd dominioos was fettled upon his daughter^ 
P4 they 
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tl^y caufcd the eleftor of Bavaria to be crowaed 
emperor. Thus the queen of Hungary, the daugh- 
ter of Charles the Sixth, defcended from an illuf- 
trious ]ine of emperors, faw herfelf ftripped of her 
inheritance, and left for a whole year defeited by 
All Europe, and without any hopes of faccour. She 
)»ad fcarce clofed her father's eyes, when ihe iolt 
Silefia by an irruption of the young king of Pruflia, 
who feized the opportunity ot her defencelefs fiate 
to renew his ancient pretenfions to- that province, 
of which it mud be owned his anceftors had been 
unjudly deprived. France, Saxony, and Bavaria, 
attacked the reft of her dominions ; England was 
the only ally that feemed witling to efpoufe her 
helplefs condition. Sardinia, and Holland, foon 
after came to her ailidance ; and lafl of all, Ruffia 
acceded to the union in her favour. 
. It may now be demanded, what caufe Brkaio 
had to intermeddle in thefe continental fchcmes. 
It pan only be anfwered, that the interefts of Ha- 
nover, and the fecurity of that eledorate, depend- 
ed upon the nicely balancing the diflFerent interefts 
of the empire; and the Englifli miniftry.were wil- 
ling to gratify the king. 

^Accordingly the king fent a body of EngllOi 
lor^ces into the Netherlands, which hchad augmented 
by fixteen thoufand Hanoverians, to make a diver-* 
£on upon the dominions of France, in the queen 
of Hungary's favour. And by the affiftance of thefe 
the queen of Hungary foon began to turn the fcale 
of vidory on her fide. The French were ddven out 
of Bohemia. , Her general, prince Charles,^ at the 
bead of a large army, invaded the dominions of Ba- 
varia. Her rival, the nominal emperor, was ob- 
liged to fly before her ; and being abandoned by 
his allies, and ftripped of ev^ his hereditary do- 
minions, retired to Franckfort, where he lived in 
obfcurity. 

. ^ ' The 
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THe French, ilt order to prevent this junflllon of 
the Audrian and Britlih forces^ "aiTembled an army 
of fixty thaufand men upon the river Mafne, under 
the command of marfhal NoaUles* who poft-« 
ed his troops upon the eail fide of that r|?er. A«^D« 
The Briti(h forces^ to tb^ number of forty 174S* 
thoufand, pufhed forward on the other fide 
into a country where they found themfelves entirely 
deftitute of provafions,j4he French having cut off all 
means of their being f^pplied. The kiii^of England 
arrived at the camp^> while his army wsta in this de- 
plorable fituation, wherefore he refolved to penetrate 
Sir ward to jpin twelve thoufand Hanoverians apd 
HefSans, who had reached Hanatt. With this view 
he decamped ; but before his army had reached 
three leagues, he found the enemy had endofed him- 
on every (ide^. near a villagie called Dettingen% 

Nothing now prefented but the moft mortifying 
ptofpe^s ^ if he fi)ught the enemy» it mufl: be ^t the 
greatsft difadvantage ^. if be continued ina£threi 
there was a certainty of being ftarved; and a re- 
treat M all was impoffible. The ijjjpetupfity of the 
ffrench troops favcd his whole army. They paiftd. 
a defilej which they {houl'd have been contented to 
guard ; and, under the command of the duke%of 
Gramont, their horfe charged the EngliOi foot wi^h 
great fury* They were received with intrepidity 
and refoiution y fo that chey were obliged to give 
w^ji and repafs the Mayne with precipitation, with 
the Ipfs of above ftve thouiahd^men. 

Mean while the'French^wcnt oh with vigoi^ron^ 
every fide. They projected an invafion of Englajfid ; 
and Charles, tkefonof the old Pretender, departed 
from Rome,/in the difguifedfaSpanifti courier, for 
Far is, where he had an audience of the French king. 

The family had- long, been the dupes of France ; 

but it was thought at prefent there were ferious 

rcfolvaiotts formed in their favour. The troops 

E J, '' deltiaed' 
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deltined JFor the expedition amounted to fifteen 
thoufand nen, preparations were made for em« 
barking them at Dunkirk, and feme of the neareft 
ports to England^ under the eye of the young Pre- 
tender. The duke de Roquefeuille, with twenty 
fhips of the line, was to fee them fafely landed in 
England, and the famous count Saxe was to com- 
mand them, when put on (hore. But the whole 
projeA was difconcerted by the appearance of Sir 
John NorriS| who, with a fuperior fleet, made up 
to attack them. The French fleet was thus obliged 
to put back ; a very hard gale of wind damaged 
their tranfports beyond redrefa j and the French, 
xiow fruftrated in their fcheme of a fudden defcent, 
thought fit openly to declare war. 

The French, therefore, entered upon the war 
with great alacrity* They befieged Fribourg, and 
in the beginning of the fucceeding campaign in- 
veiled the ftrong city of Tournay. Although the 
allies were inferior in number, and although com- 
manded by the duke of Cumberland, yet they rt- 
folved, if poiTible, to fave this city by hazarding a 
battle. They accordingly marched againft the ene- 
my, and took poft in fight of the French, who 
were encamped on an eminence, the village of St. 
Antoine on the right, a wood on the left, and the 
town of Fontenoy before them. This advantage* 
ous fituation did not reprefs the ardour of the Eng- 
lifh, who began the attack at two o'clock in the 
morning, and prefling forward bore down all op- 
poifiijpn. They were for near an hour vi^lurious, 
and confident of fuccefs^ while Saxc* a foldier of 
fortune, who commanded the French army, was 
at that time fick of the fame diforder of which he 
afterwards di^d. However, he was carried about 
to all the pods in a litter, and aflured his attendants 
that, notwithftandingall unfavourable appearances^ 
the day was hi» own, A column of the Enghfli 

without 
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Without any commaiid, but by mere mechanical 
courage, had advanced upon the enemy^s ]ine9» 
which opening, formed an avenue on each fide, to 
receive them. ^ It was then that the French artille- 
ry on the three fides began to play on this forlorti 
body, which though they continued for a long time 
unfliakcn, were obliged at laft to retreat about three 
in the afternoon. This was one of the moft bloody 
battles that had been fought in this age ; the alltes 
left on the field of battle near twelve thoufand mcu, 
and the French bought their victory with near an 
equal number of (lain.. 

This blow, by which Tournay was taken by the 
French, gave them fuch a manifeft fuperiority all the 
reft of the campaign, that they kept the fruits of their 
viftory during the whole continuance of the war. 

But though bad fuccefs attended the Bri* 
tifli arms by land and fea, yet thefe being dif- A. D, 
tant evils, theEnglifh feemed only to complain 1 745* 
from honourable' motives, and murmured at 
diftrefTes, of which they had but a very remote prof- 
pcft. A civil war waa now going to be kindled in 
their own dominions, which nnixed terrors with 
their complaints ; and which, while it increafed 
their perplexities, only cemented their union* 

It was at this period that the fon of the old Pre- 
tender refolved to make an effort for gaining the , 
Britiih crown. Charles Edward, the adventurer hi 
queftion, had been bred in a luxurious court, with- 
out partaking in its efitminacy. He was enterpriC* 
ing and ambitious ; but either from inexpei^nce, 
or natural inabilhy, utterly unequal ^o^thebold un- 
dertaking. He Was loftg flattered by the rafti, the 
fuperftitious,. and the needy i he was taught to be- " 
Keve that the kingdom was ripe for a revolt, and that 
it could no loi>ger bear the immenfe load of taxes 
with which it was burthened.' > 

Being now, therefore,fuTniflied with fomemoney, 
and with ftill krger promifes fr^m France^ who fan- 
ned 
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ntd hk Mibitimi he emkaiiAd $or Scodand on board 
n fmall frigate, aocoBipanicd by the marquU of Tul- 
libardines 5ir Thomas Sheiidanj and a few o^r 
defperate adventurers. Thus for the conqiieft of the 
whole Britiib empire^ he only brought with htm 
feven officers and arms for two thoufan4 men* 

The boldnefe of this enterprife aftoni(he<l all Eu- 
rope. It awakened the fears of the puOUaninaouSi 
the ardour of the brave, and the pity for the wife. 

But by this time the young adventurer was arriv- 
ed at Pertht where the unnectfiary ceremony was 
performed of proclaiming bis father king of Great 
Britain. From thence, defcending with his forces 
from the mountains, they feemed to gather a^s they 
went forward ; and advancing to Edinburgh, they 
entered that city witlwut oppofition. There again 
the pageantry of proclamation was performed s and 
there he promifed todiflblvc the union, which was 
confidercd as one of the grievances of the couatry. 
However, the caftle of that city ftiil held out, and 
he was unprovided with cannon to befiege it. 

In the mean time. Sir John Cope, who bad pur- 
fued the rebels through the Highlands, but had de- 
elin d meeting them in their dcfcent, being now re- 
inforced by two regiments of dragoons, refolvedto 
march towards Ediobur'gh, and give the enemy bat- 
tle. The young adventurer, whofe forces were ra- 
ther fuperior, though undifcipHned„ attacked hiffl 
near Prefton Pans, about twelve miles from the ca- 
pital, and in a &w minutes put him and hie troops 
to flight. This viftory, by which, the king loft five 
hundred men, gave the rebels great influence ; and 
bad the Pretender taken advantage of the general 
confternation, and Marched dire6^1y for England, 
the confequence might have been fatal to freedom .^ 
jBu^ he was amufed by the promife o£ fuccours 
which never came ; and thus induoed to. remain >n 
Edinburgh, to enjoy the. triumphs of an unimpor* 
tdnt victory, and to b^ treated as am»aac^b» 

" . While 
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. . WhUe tlieyoung Pretender was thu« trtfthig zw2tj 

.bis time at ^inburj^h^ (for in dangerous enterprifea 
delay is but defeat) the miniftry of Great Britaia 
took every proper precaution to oppofe bim with , 
fuiQceb. 8ix thoufand Dutch tiioops^ thai had come 

. over to the afliitance of the crowti, were difpatch- 
ed northward* under the command of general 
Wade. The duke of Cucnberland foon after arrlv« 
ed from Flanders^ and was followed by another d&»^ 
tachment of dragoons and infantry^ well difciplin- 
ed> and inured to adion*. Befides thefei, volunteers 
offered In eiKry part of the kingdom ; and every 
county oierted a vigorous fpirit of indignation both 
againft thj ambition^ the religion^ and the allies of 
the young Pretender. 

. However, he had been bred in a fchool that 
taught' him maxims very different from thofe that 

, then prevailed in England. Though he might have 
brought civil war and all the calamities attending it 
with bim into the kingdom, he had been taught the 
aflertion of his right .was a duty incumbent uppn 
him, and the altering the conftitution and perhapjg 
the religion in the country, an ob]e£): of laudable 
ambition. Thus animated, he went forward with 
vigour, and having, upon frecjuent confultatioss 
with his officers^ com^ to arefolution of making an 
irruption into England, he entered the country by 
the weftern border, and invefted CarlUle, which 
furrender^d in lefs than three days. He there found 
a confiderable quantity of arms, and there too he 
oaufedhis father to be proclaimed king. 

General Wade being apprifed of his progrefs, ad- 
•vfto^ed acrofs the countryrfrom the oppoHte ihore, 

^ but receiving, intelligence that the enemy was two 
days mareh before him, he retired to his former 
ftation. The young Pretender, therefore, thusun- 
oppofed* refoivedta penetrate farther into the king- 
dom> ImmgjeQ^kf^i (^uraoi^f^om France that 

aeon- 
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a confiderable body of troops would be landed on 
the fouthcra coafls, to make a divcrfion in his fo- 
vour. He was flattered alfo with the hopes of be- 
ing joined by a confidcrable number of male-con- 
tents, as he paifcd forward, and that his army 
.would increafe on thr march. Accordingly, leav- 
ing a frnaH garrifon in Carlifle, which he (houM 
rather have left defencelt- fe, he advanced to Penrith, 
inarching on foot in a" Highland drefs, and conti- 
nuing his irruption- till he came to Mancheftcf, 
where l^e eftablifhed his head quarters. 

He was there joined by about two hundred Eng- 
lifh, who were formed into a regiment, under the 
command of colonel Townly. From thence he pur- 
ftted his march to Derby, intending to go by the 
way of Chefter into Wales, where he hoped to be 
Joined by a great number of followers ; but thefae- 
tions among his own chiefs prevented his proceed- 
ing to that part of the kingdom.* 

He was by this time advanced within a hundred 
miles of the capital, which was filled with perplex- 
ity and confternation. Had he proceeded in his 
career with that expedition which he had hitherto 
ufed, he might have made himfelf mafter of the 
metropolis, where he would certainly have been 
joined by a confidcrable number of his well-wife- 
ers, who waited impatiently for his approach. 

In the mean time the king refolved to take the 
field in perfon. But he found fafety from the dii- 
contents which now began to prevail in the Preten- 
der's army; In fad> he was but the nominal leader 
of his forces 5 as his generals, the chie;fs of the 
Highland clans, were, from thcireducation, igno- 
rant, and averfe to fubordination. They had from 
the beginning began to embrace oppofite fyftcmsof 
operation, and to contend with each other for pr^* 
eminence j but they feemed now unanimous ift ^ 
turning to their omi ^ooiury once more. 
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^e rebels accordingly cffcfted their retreat to Car- 
Ufle without any lofs, and fran thence crofled the 
rivers Eden and Solway into ;[»cot}and. In thefc 
marches, however, they preferved all' the rules of 
war; they abftained in a great meafure from plun- 
der, they levied contributions on the towns as they 
pafled along, and with unnacophtable precaution 
left a garrifon in Carlifle, which ihortly after was 
obliged to furrender to the duke of Cumberland at 
difcretion, to the number of four hundred men. 

The Pretender being returned to Scotland, he pro- 
ceeded to Glafgow, from which city he exaded fe- 
vere contributions. He advanced from thence toStir- 
fing, where he was joined by Lord Lewis Gordon, 
at the head of fome forces, which had been aflembled 
in his abfence. Other clans, to the number of two 
thoufahd, came in likewife; and from feme fupplies 
of money, which he received from Spain, and from 
fome Ikirmifhes, in which he was fuccefsfui againft 
the royalifts, his affairs began to wear a more pro- 
nniGng afpeft. Being joined by lord Drummond, be 
invefted the caftle of Stirling, commanded by gene- 
ral Blakeney ; but the rebel forces being unufed to 
lieges, confumed much time to no purpofe. it was 
during this attempt, that general Hawley, who 
commanded a confiderable body of forces near Edin- 
burgh, undertook to raife the fiege, and advanced 
towards the rebel army as far as Falkirk. After 
two days fpent in mutually examining each othei^s 
ftrength, the rebels being ardent to engage, were 
Icd^ on in full fpirits to attack thejiing*^ army. The 
-Pretender, who was in the front line, gare the fig- 
* nal to engage i and the firft fire put Hawley's forces 
into confufion. The horfe retreated with precipi- 
tation, and fell upon their own infantry^ while the 
rebds foHowing the blow, the greateit part of the 
royal artny fled with the utmoft precipitation. 
Xhey retired ia confiifioa to fidinburgb^ leaving 

the 
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the conquerors in poieffion of their tents^ their ar- 
tillery, and the fieic) of battle 

Thus far thi? affairs of the rebel ^rmy feemed not 
unprofperous:; but here was an end of all their trt- 
nmphs. The duke of Cumberland, at that time the 
favourite of the £ngli(h army, had been recalled 
from Flander8| and put himfelf at the head of the 
troops at Edinburgh, which confided of about four* 
teen thoufand men. With thefe he advanced to 
*, Aberdeen, where he was joined By feveral of the 
Scotch nobility, attached to the houfe of Hanover;, 
and having revived the drooping fpirit« of his armyi 
he refolved to find out the enemy, who retreated at 
bis approach, A fter having refrefhed his troops at 
Aberdeen for fome time, he renewed his march, and 
in twelve days he came up to the banks of the deep^ 
and rapid river Spey. This was the place where 
the rebels might have difputed his pafiage, but they 
loft every advantage in difputing with each other. 
They feemed now totally devoid of all counfel and 
fubordination, without conduct, and without una- 
nimity. After a variety of con teds among each other,, 
they refolved to await their purfuers upon the plains 
of ^^uiloden, a place about nine miles diftant from 
. Invern^s, embofomed in hills, except on that fiile 
which was open lo the. fea. There they drew up 
in order of battle, to the number of eight thoufand. 
men, in thrtie divifions, fupplied with fome pieces 
of artillery, ill manned and ferved.. 

The battle began about one o'clock in the after- 
noon^ the cannon of the king'& army? did dreadful 
execution among the rebels, while theirs was to- 
tally unferviccable. One of the great errors in all 
the Pretendcr'fif warlike meafurea, was his fubjefting 
wild and undifciplinerf troops to the forms of artful- 
war, and thus reprefling, their native ardour, from 
which alone he could hope for fucccfs. After they 
had been kept in their rank&^and withdood^the £ng-- 
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]t(h fire for fonaic time, they at length became impa- 
tient for clofer engagement; and about five hundred 
of them made an irruption upon the left wing of tht 
enemy with their accuftomed ferocity. The firft line 
beingdifordered by this onfet^two battalions advanc* 
cd to fupport it, and galled the enemy with a teni- 
blc clofc difcharge* At the fame time the dragoons, 
under Hawley, and the Argylelhire militia, pulling 
down a park wall that guarded the flank of the ene«^ 
my, and which they had but feebly defended, fell ift 
among them, fword in hand, with great flaughtef,'^ 
In lefs than thirty minutes they were totally routerf, 
land the field covered with their wounded and flaiHj 
to the numbejr of three thoufand men. The F^-ench 
troops on the left did lYot fire a (hot, but flood inac- 
tive during the engagement^ and afterwards furren- 
dered themfelves prifoners of war. An entire body 
of the clans marched off the field, in order, whilfe 
the reft were routed with great iliaughter, and theit 
leaders obliged with reluSance to retire. Civil war 
is in itfelf terrible, but more fo when heightened by 
uaneceflary cruelty. How giiihy foever an enemy 
may be, it is the duty of a bfave foldier to remem- 
ber that he is only to fight an oppofef , and not a 
fuppHant. The viftory was in every fcfpeft decl- 
five, and humanity to the conquered would have 
rendered it glorious. But lirtle mercy was fiieWti 
here ; the conquerors were feen to refufe quarter t6 
the wounded^ the unarmed, and the defencclefs; 
fome were flainwho were only Excited by curiofity 
to become fpeftators of the combat, and foldien 
were feen to anticipate the bafe employment of the 
executioner. The duke immediately after the ac- 
tion, ordered fix-and-thirty deferters to be executed; 
the conquerors fpread terror wherever they came* 
and' after a (hort fpace, the whole countty round 
was one dreadful fcene of plunder, flaughter, and 

defoU^ 
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defohtion; juRice was fofgotten^ and vcBgeance af* 
fumed the name. 

In this manner were bYsftcd all (he bopes^ and ail 
the ambition of the young adventurer^ one fiiort 
hour deprived him of imaginary thrones and fcep- 
tres, dnd reduced him from a nominal king to a dif- 
trefled forlorn outcaft, (hunned by all mankind^ ex* 
cepr fuch as fought his deftruclion. To the good 
and the brave, fubfequentdiftrcfs often atones forfor- 
mer gnilt; and while reafon would fpeak forpuni/h- 
menr, our hearts pYead for mercy. Immediately af- 
ter the engagement, he fled away with a captaia of 
Fitz-J.imrs*ji cavalry, and when their horfe^ were 
fatigued they both aUghted, and feparately fought 
for (aftty. He for fom^ days wandered in this coun- 
try, naturally wild, but now rendered more ibrmi- 
dable by war^ a wretched fpeflator.of all thofe hor- 
rors which were the refult of his ill-guided ambition. 

There is a ftriking fimilitude between his adven- 
tures and thofe of Charles the Second, upon his ef- 
cape from Worcefter. He fometimes found refuge 
in caves and cottages, without attendants, and dO" 
pendent on the wretched natives, wbo^could pity, but 
not relieve him, Sometimes he lay in forcfts, with 
one or two companions of his diftrefs, continually 
purfued by the troops of the conqueror, as there was 
a reward of thirty thoufand pounds offered for tak- 
ing him, dead or alive. Sheridan, an Irifh adven- 
turer, was the perfon who kept moft faithfully by 
him, and ipfpired him with courage to fupport fuch 
incredible hardfhips. He had occaOon, in the courfe 
of his concealments, to truft his life to the fidelity 
of above fifty individuaIs,^whofe veneration for his 
family prevailed above their avarice. 

OtiQ day having walked from morning to night, 
he ventured to enter a houfe, the owner of which he 
well knew was attached to the oppoGte^ party. As 
he entered, he addrefied the mafter of the houfe in 

the 
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the fallowing manner. «^ The fon of your king comtg 
<« CO beg a little bread, and a few clbaths. I know 
*« your prefcnt attachment to my fidverfaries, but! 
** believe you have fufficient honour not to abufe 
«« my confidence, or to take advantage of my dit 
«* trcfled fituation. Take theft rags that have foT 
*' fonie fime been my only coverings you may prd- 
'< babiy reftore th^m to me one day when I (hall be 
<« fcated on the throne of Great Britain." The 
mailer of the houfe was touched with pity at his 
ditlrefs ; he affilled him as far as he was able, and 
never divulged the fecret. There are few of thofc 
who even wiihed his deflru£lion, would chufe to be 
the immediate a£lors in it, as it would fubje£l theni 
to the rcfcntment of a numerous party. 

In this manner he continued to wander among the 
frightfuLwilds of Giengary, for near fix months, of- 
ten hemmed round by his purfuers, but ftiil refcUed 
by fome lucky accident from the impending danger. 
At length a privateer of St. Maloes, hired by his ad- 
herents, arrived in Lochnanach, in which he em-* 
{)arkt;d inthe mod wretched attire. He was clad in 
a ihort coat of black frize, thread bare, over which 
was a commpri Highland plaid, girt round by a 
belt, from whence depended a piftol and a dagger* 
He had not been (hifted for miany weeks 5 his eyes 
were hollow, his vifage wan, and his conftitutioa 
greatly impaired. by famine and fatigue. He was ac- 
companied by Sullivan and Sheridan, two Irifli ad- 
herents, who had (hared all his calamities, together 
with Cameron of Lochiei, and his brother, and a 
few other exiles. They fet fail for France, and af- 
ter having been chafed by two Englifh men of war* 
they arrived in fafety at a pt^ce called Rofeau, near 
MorFaix, in Bretagne. Perhaps he would have found 
it more difficult to efcape^^ had not the vigilance of 
his purfuers been relaxed bj a report that he was 
already flain. 

In 
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' In the mean rime, whHc the Pretender was thus 
jpurfued, thcfcaffoldsand the gibbets were preparing 
for his adherents. Seventeen ofHcers of the rebel ar^ 
my were hanged, drawn, and quartered at Kenning- 
ton-common in the neighbourhod of London. Theit 
condancy in death gained more profelytes to their 
caufe than even, perhaps, thetr viAories would 
have obtained. Nine weje executed in the fame 
manner at Carl ifle, and eleven at York. A few 
obtained pardons, and aconflderablenuniber of the 
common men were tranfported to the plantations in 
North America. 

The carls of Kilmarnock and Cromartie^ and the 
lord Balmerino> were tried by their peers, and found 
guilty. Cromartie was pardoned, and the others 
were beheaded on Tower-hilK 

In this manner victory, defeat, negociationi trea- 
chery, and rebellion, fucceeded each other rsmfdly 
for fome years, till all fides began to think them- 
ibives growing more feeble, and gaining no folid 
advantage. 

A negociation was therefore rcfolvcd upon r and 
the contending powers agreed to come to a congrefs 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, where the earl of Sarvdwich and 
Sir Thomas Robinfon ailided as plenipotentiaries 
from the king of Great Britain. This treaty was 
begun, upon the preliminary conditions of rcftoring 
all conqueils made during the war. From thence 
great hopes were expefted of conditions.both favour- 
able and honourable to the Engli^f but the treaty 
ftill remains a lalting mark of precipitate counfcls 
and Englifli difgrace. By this it was'igrecd, that all 
prifoners on each fide (hould be mutually.rcftored, 
and all conqucfts given up. That the duchies of 
Parma, Placentia, and Guftaila, (hould be ceded to 
Don Philip, heir apparent, to- the Spanifh throne, 
and to his heirs; but in cafe of his fucceeding to the 
crown of Spain, then thetb dominions fhould revert 
^ to 
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to tht hcmfe of Auftria. It ^ra» confirmed tljat thi^ 
fortification^'of Dunkirk tothe.feafliould be demo* 
liiOiedi that the Eiiglifli fhip annually fent with ilav9«, 
to the coail of New Spain (hould have this privilcM 
continued for four years* That the king of Pruina 
diould be confirmed in the pofleirion of Silefiaj which 
lie had lately conquered; and that the queen of Hua« 
gary ihould be fecured in her patrimonial dominie 
ons. But one article of the peace was more djfpleaf* 
ing and afflidlive to the Engliih than all the reft. I( 
vrasftipulated, that the.king of Great Britain Q^ould,^ 
immediately after the ratification of this treaty, fen<t 
two ^erfons of rank and di(tid£lion to France as 
hoftages,. until reftitution (hould be made of Cape 
Breton, and all otbpr conquefts:5vhich England had 
made during the war. This was a mortifyiug claufc j 
but to add to the general error of the negociation^ 
no mention was made of the fcarching the veflel* 
of England in the American feas, upon which the 
war was originally began. The limits of thcir- 
refpedlive pofleffions in. North-America were not 
afcertained ; nor d}d they receive any equivalent for 
thofe forts which they redored to the enemy* The 
- treaty of Utrecht had long been the objcft of re- 
proach to thofe by whom it was made ; but with all 
its faults, the treaty now concluded .was by faf more 
defpicable and erroneous. Yet fuch was the fpirit of 
the times, that the treatyof Utrecht was branded with 
univerfal contcrhpt, and the treatyof Aix-la-Ch^pclIc 
was extolled with the highcft drains of praife. 

Tliis treaty, which fome aflertcd would ferve for 
a bond of permanent amity, was, properly fpeak- 
ing, but a temporary truce 5 a cciTation from bofti-^ 
lities, which both fides were unable to. continue. 
Thpugh the war between England and Erancc w^s 
adually huflied up in Europe, yet in the Eall and 
Well I|;idies it* ftill went forward with diminiflied 
vehemence. Both fides ftili willing to ofFeiid, 

ftill 
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ilill ofiending, and yet both complaining of the in- 
fradicn. 

A new colony having been formed in North- Ame- 
rica, in the province of Nova Scotia, it was thought 
that thitlier the wafte of an exuberant nation might 
well be drained cfFi and tbofe bold fpirits k«*pt in 
employment at a diftance, who might be dangerous^ 
if fufFertd to continue In idlenefs at home. Nova 
Scotia was a place where men might be imprifonedj 
bu^ not maintained ; it was cold, barren, and inca- 
pable of fuccefbful cultivation. The new colony 
therefore was maintained there with fomc cxpcncc 
to the government in the beginning ^ and fuch as 
were permitted, foon went fiuthward to the miider 
climates, where they were invited by an untenant- 
ed and fertile foil. Thus did -the nation ungrate- 
fully fend off her hardy veterans to perifh on inhof- 
pitable (hores) and this they were taught to beliere 
would extend their dominions* 

However, it was for this barren fpot that ribc 
Englih and French revived the war, which foon af- 
ter fpread with fuch terrible devaftation over every 
part of the globe. The native Indians bordering 
upon the defarts of Nova Scotia, a fierce and favage 
people, looked from the firft with jealoufy upon 
thefe new fettlers-, and they confidered the vicinity 
of the tngliHi as an encroachment upon their native 
pofi'tflions. The French, who were neighbours in 
like manner, and who were (lill imprtiTed with na- 
tional animoHties, fomented thefe fufpicions in the 
natives, and rcprefcnted the Knglifh (and with re- 
gard to this colony the repref(intation might be ^ue) 
as cntcrprifing and fcvere. - Commiffioners were 
therefore appointed to meet at Paris, to compromife 
thefe oifput«s ; but thefe conferences were render- 
ed abortive by the cavillings of men, who could not 
be fuf^pofed to underftand the fubje^ in debate. 

M 
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As rhU feemed to be the firft place whei^i the diC- 
feniions took their rife for a new war, jt may be ne- 
cefiary to be a little more minute. The French had 
been the firft cultivators of Nova Scotla> aod by great 
induftry and long perfeverancsyhad rendered the foil, 
naturally barren, fomewhat more fertile and capable 
of fuftaining nature, with fome adiitance from £u« 
rope. This country, ho wevcr, had frequently chang- 
ed mafters, until at length the Engliih were fettU^d 
in the pofleflion, and acknowledged as the rightful 
owners, by the treaty of Utrecht ihc poffeffion of 
this country was reckoned neccflary to defend the 
EngliCh colonies to the north, and to prcfcrvc theiiT 
fupcriority in the fifliieries in that part of the world. 
The French, however, who had long been fettled in 
the back parts of the country, refolvcd to ufe every 
metliod to difpofTefs the new comers, and fpirited up 
the Indians to more open hoftilities^ which were 
reprefented to the Englifli miniftry for fome time 
without redrefs. 

^Soon after this another fourceof difpute began to 
be Teen in the fame part of the world, and promifcd 
as much uneafinefs as the former. 1 he French pre- 
tending firft to have difcovered the mouth of the ri- 
ver MiiTiilippi, claimed the whole adjacent country 
towards New Mexico on the eaft, and quite to the 
Apalachian mountains on the weft. In order to at 
fert their claims, they found fevferal Englifli^ who " 
had fettled beyond thefe mountains, from motives ^ 
of /commerce, and alfo invited by the natural beau- 
ties of the country} they difpoflefled them of ihe^r 
new fettlements, and built fuch forts as would com- 
mand the whole country round about. 

Not in America alone, but aifo in Afia, the feeds 
of a new war were preparing to be expanded. On 
the cbaftsof Malabar, the Lngtiifa and French hadj 
in h(k, never ceafed from hoftilities* 

The 
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The miniftry., however, in England, began now a 
iFcry vigorous ciertion in defence of their colonics, 
who refufcd to defend the mfe Ives. Font operations 
were undertaken in America at the fame 
A. D. time. Of thefe, one was commanded by 
XT ^6. colonel Monckton, who had orders to drive 
the French from the encroachments upon the 
province of Nova Scotia. The fecond, more to the 
loath, was direftcd againft Crown-point, under the 
command of general Johnfon. The third, under 
condudl of general Shirley, was dedined to Niagara, 
to fecure the forts on the river ; and the fourth was 
farther fouthward ftUI, againft Fort Du Qucfne, 
^nder general Braddock. 

In thefc expeditions Monckton was fuccefsful; 
Johnfon alfo was vidlorious, though he failed in tak- 
ing the fort againft which he was fcnt; Shirley was 
thought to have loft the feafon for operation by de- 
lay; Braddock was vigorous and a£live, but fuffercd 
a defeat. This bold commander, wlio had been re- 
commended to this fervice by the duke of Cumber- 
land, fet forward upon this expedition in June, and 
left the cultivated parts of the country on the loth, 
a^ the head of two ihoufand two hundred men, di- 
rcciing his march to that part of the country where 
colonel Walhingron had been defeated the year be- 
fore. Being at length within ten niiles of the French 
fortrefs he was appointed tobefiege, and marching 
forward thro' the forefts with full confidence of fuc- 
cefs, on a fudden his whole army was aftoniihed by 
a general difchargeof arms, both in front and iiank, 
from an enemy that ftill remained Unfeen. It was 
now too late to think of retreating, the troops had 
paiTcd into the defile, which the enemy had artfully 
permitted them to do before they offered to fire. 
The vanguard of -the EiigUfh now, therefore, fell 
back in confternation upon the main body, and tiic 
panic foon became general. ,The oJficers alone dif- 

^ dained 
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dained lo fly, xvhilc Braddock^himftlfftill continued 
to command bis brave aflbciates, difcove r jng at.onc.^ 
the greatcftimrepidity and the^gr^^at^ impi^udence« 
An enthufiaft to the difcipline ot war, he difijain^ 
^to.fly from the field, or to permit his men to quit 
their ran)^ nvhen their. only method of treating |:he 
.Indian army, was by a preeipitate attack, or an im- 
.Aiediate defertionof the field of.hattie. At let^h 
Braddock,. having received a mufket ihot ^irough 
the lungs, dropped, :and a total confufion enfued* 
All the artillery, aoamuhition,.and baggage of the 
>army was left to the enemy ^ and the lofs fuftaineid 
by rhe £nglifh,army might amount tO/feven him- 
/dred men. 

The murmtvrs, fears, and difTentioos which thU 
defeat gave rife to, ; gave tjie French an opportunity 
of carrying on their dcfigns on another quarter. The 
iiland of Minorca, which we had taken from the Spa- 
.niardsin the reign of Queen Anne, was fecured to 
.England l^y repeated treaties. But the miniftry. ^t 
this time being blinded bydon^ftic terrors,, h^d ne- 
]gIeAed to t^ke fufficient .precautions forjts defence, 
fo that the garrifon was weak, and no way fitted to 
ftsmd a vigorous fiege. The French, therefore, land- ' 
' ed near the fortification of St. Philip's, which W4S 
reckoned one of the ftrongeA in. Europe, and con^- 
«manded by general EJakeney,. who was brave indeed, 
hut rather fiq)ei«fnAuated. The fiege was carried 
.oti^with. great vigour, and for fome time as obfti- 
' ,i>atcly defended on the fide of the Englift^.hut the 
•place, was at length obliged to capitulate. 

Theminiftry beingapprifi:dof thisiinc3(pe(led at- 
t&ck, roiblved to raifetheii9geif.po(fible,.andrent 
out admiral Byng, vmh ten ihips of war, with orders 
to relieve Minorca at .any rate. ^Byng accoffdingly 
failed from Gibraltar, where he was r^u(ed antyiaw 
fiftance of men from the governor of that garruon, 
under a pretence that his own fortificatioo was ia 
« Q^ ^ danger. 
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.danger. Upon his approachtjpg the iflaod, be (bon 

* • ft w the French banners difpUycd upon the (bore, and 
' 'the Englifli colours ftill flying on the caftle of St.^Phi- 

* lip. He had been ordered to throw a body pf Hroops 
^ into the garrifgn, but this he thought too hazardous 
ah undertaking! nor did he even make an attempt. 
^ "^While he was thus deliberating bet ween4it« fears an^d 
rhis duty, his ^tteation was quickly called' off* by the 
appearance of a.French ^ect, that feemed of nearly 
icqual force to his own. Confounded by a variety of 
njcafuresjbc; feemed tefolycd ^o purfye none, and 
. therefore gave orders to form the Ikle of battle, and 
ad upon the defeniive. -Byng had been long praifed 
for his ikill in naval taflios; and, perhaps, valuing 
mod thofe talents for which he was mod praifed, he 
facrificed all claims to courage, to the applaufe for 
naval difcipline. The French fleet advanced, a part 
^ of the Englifti fleet engaged, the admiral ftill kept 
aloof, and gave very plaufible reafons for not com- 
■ ing into a^ftion. The French fleet, thereforoy flow- 
ly failed away, and no other opportunity ever offer- 
ed of coming to a clofer ^ng^emcnt. 

JNothing couid exceed the rcfentpient of the nation 

Miipon being informed of Byng's CQndud. The mi- 

niilry were not averfe to throwing from tbemielves 

the blame of thofe meafures which were ;^t«nd»i 

• with fuch indiflerent fucccfs,and they fecrctly fanned 
the flame. The news which foon after arrived, of 
the furrender of the garrifon to AoFreneh, drove 
the general ferment almoft ta frenzy. lr> the mesui 
time Byng continued at Gibraltar, quite fatisfied with 

I his own qonduft, and Jittle experting the dreadful 
ftorm that was gatj^cring again ft him at home. "Or- 
ders, ho;«^ever, were foon fen t out for putting him 
under an, aFreft, and for earring Jiim to Eri^jlaml. 
Upon his arrival he was committed toclofe cuftody, 
in Greenwich bofpital, and fome arts u(ed to inflame 

the 
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th« poptitace again ft him, who wjint no incentives 
\o injure* and condemn their fuperiora. Several ad- 
drefles were fcnt up from difitrent countieS) demand- 
ing juftice on the delinquent, which the miniftry 
were willing to feco^id. He was^ foon after tried 
by a court-martial in the harbour of Portfmouth, 
where, after a trial which continued feveral days, 
liis judge's were agreed that he had not done his ut- 
moft during the engagement to deftroy the enemy, 
and therefore they adjudged him to fuffcr death by 
the twelfth article of war. At the fame time, how- 
ever, they recohjhiefnded him as an ohjeSt of jnercy, 
as they cohfidered his coriduft rather as the efic£l$ 
pf ctror than of cowardice. By this fentence they 
cxpe£led to fatisfy at once the refentmcnt of the 
nation, and yet fcreen themfelves from confcious 
Severity. The government was refolvcd upon (hew- 
ing him no mercy i the parliament was applied to 
in his favour; but they found nocircumftancesvin 
his cortdu A that could invalidate the former fentence. 
Bcin^ thus abandone4 to his fate, he maintained to 
the laft a degree of fortitude and fereiiity that no 
way betrayed any timidity or cowardice. On the 
day fixed for his execution, which was on board a 
man of war in the harbour of Portfmouth, he ad- 
vanced from the cabin, where he had been impti- 
Ibned, upon deck, the place appointed for him to 
fufFer. Aftcir delivering a paper, containing the 
ftrongeft aflertions of his innocence, he came for- 
ward to the place where he was to kneel down, and 
for fome time perfifted in not covering his facej but 
his friends reprefenttng that his looks would poffi- 
bly intimidate the foldiers who were to (hoot him, 
and prevent their taking proper aim, he had hit 
^ eyes bound with a handkerchief ; and then giving 
the fignal for the foldiers to fire, be was killed in- 
ftantaneoufly. There appears fome fercrity in Dyng's 
0^2 * punifii- 
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•^ptniiflimcnt^ but itccrtSiiriJy produced Ibon afte 
yery beneficial efPefls to the nation. 

In the progrefs of the in^ar the .forces of the cdn- 
'ttndmg poWers of Eufopc'Wgfc'nb«r'ara\*rh out in 
' the fblltmring manlier. Eti^;it\doppokd "Pranceln 
»Ahieriea, Afia, ^rtd On the 6<!eiti. France a^tad* 
•ed Hanbvcr on the '6dntinent.of ISfitbpc. This 
cbuntiy fhe 'king bf iPrufBajrftideitotJk to prbteiSj 
'While 'Ettgl^nd'prQAiifed'hlmtTbdxjfi ancJ iiicji^y to 
•ihlft his bpefatioiis. ^ Then again :Auftria had Ker 
iltns on the ^dbminibhs cJf S^tufRa, Krid,drevr fhc 
'elector 'gf Saxony iiHOvthc fame dcCigns^- in'fhcfc 
'^iews*fllcii^as fecbhded by France and'Swedeii/and 
^y Ruflia, ^ho had'hop^'bf actiuifr^gafcftleifieat 
in the Vcft'of Eiirope. 

The Eaft Was the quarter bni^trhl^h fijccrefs firft 
bcgtii to dalwn upbn the Bfitlfh arms. Thfe iffairs 
of theEticHlh Teemed to gairf ihe afc€ndahcjr,'Bj 
the condu&'bf Mr. Clive, This ^ert tRman had at 
firil entered |he.Cbmpany*$fervice in a.dvil capa- 
'city, but finding his taknt^'iftoYe adapted for war, 
*e giVe \jp his detkithib, ahd jbihed among the 
•troops as a vblunteer. His tbUr^ge, *\ifhich is^ all 
thk fubordrnile officers c;ln at iirtt<fliovir, fbbntc- 
iijjfhiet remarkable ; buthlsCbh4ua,expWition, aiid 
>\iilitaryfkillfoon after beeatne fo cOiifpicubusasto 
raifc him to the firft Wiik in the :iYlfhy. . . 

The firft advantage that was obbfcedfrom Ks 
atflivity and coiirage'^aS the eleairirig the pirovirice 
bf Arcot. Soon after^e Frencli general ivas taken 
prifoner ; and the N^bdb, whom thc'Englifli fup- 
pofted, 'Was rein^ated in thegQVer'ameht, of wWc/i 
he had fbirWerly been deprived." 

The prince bf the gteateff'^power in that co^ntr/ 
aedti^ed war againft tht Engli'fli, ^frdm motives of 
perfdrial ' reienfment, afid, levying a riumerous ar- 
Jiny, I^id ficfgc*to Calcuttaj^ one of the prihcipalBri- 
tifli'foto in that part of the -World j but M'hich was 

not 



jipt ijftsvff^t^:^ fttcitgth to d<fe;id. itfelf agaJnfl 
th^ Jittaick of even barb^iaps. The fytf was taKei?-, 

hjjvingbccfi defertedby the coinmandcr j andtjjje; 
g^/Mpij/to the. number, of an hi^nd^efl and, forty- 
fi^. perXons, were, mz^^ippConexs. ^ 

Ti>cy'e3Epei{led tb.e vifik^l tr<i^tinent pf. prifqncrs 
cf war, affd^ were, therefore the lefs vigorous in th^r 
defence i bvlt)iey, foQp fo.und whsijt mi^rcy, was to 
b^^ ppcjftcd firoAi.^ hy^gp coi?qveron They were, 
aU. crp^ed togetli^ier inuf b, ns^now pi:ifo% caJM 
tft,c. Bj^ck liole^ of aboyi; e%l)teen ifect fquar^, aitji 
f^,^jyy^ ai| onlyi l>y twp. fijiiajil iiron,v^indo^s, tp th«. 
w^ft^ Mfhicfeby noj9ica9S,^ff9rd^d.a.f«ffici.ci;^ d^^ 
0d^tioq. It i^ t^r;riWe tp t^ft oxx. tfce i}tu?i^io9. o^ 
ttefe upfprtufji^t^ippi?^ (Jju^t up in,tb|s.n^ro\K pjac^,,. 
i|L tj^e t^MWng clin^tc of t^iie !E^ft> s^^ (u^^^tingr 
€acIx9^JCf Their firl^cgoxtp^ «BW p«Q5Wjigtlie 
^c^lsijiijf thjp«5 hQtfli co^^nf ip»^r»^ w,c^e ta hreajs; 
€^jfifk tb^. d^Qr;<^ thj^ (M^iipt^ ;('bift aj| ic.opoiq^ ^^^ 
^ard they foijoF fc^nii tl^^t iajpfiffijbtei X^iej ii^t- 
cpd^jayonrod tP «gcit<| i)9 q!(>a>p3^ptt' otr t^ji? %Vidit j- 
of the guaro, by oiFeriiii^ him a la^/^. fjm of mp^ejf ^ 
fpr hurafiftap^ce ii^ rcqpviflg: th^ tp fcp^^tq pii- 
fpfi.»i. hu|: v^iih tbfei tie; w^?5 n^ $Wf to qopaplx, 5^f: 
tjje vieerpy w^^. a^ef pj,; a^cl^o ppifp^ d?r^ to 4i(f- 
tiwb hWf They ^ere. i«)w> thescfori?, Iqft to 4^:, 
Mjitbppjt hp.pi58 of xeJifl; ap^ ^^ Hrhpje p^ifon^^ w^. 
^lisd with gi:9aii§, Q)riel^> ppptffl^^iM 4^fp^i^v 
This tprbjul^p^rei Hpwcver, (bqq ^'ftei: funk intpai 

. CftU» ftUl iBPCc hidf Pi^s I thyiip f^ffojts of fti)er>gtH 
a^ eoutagp w^re over, s^nd ap eiplting l|»guox; 
faccced^d^ lu tbcriqoiajipg wbpn th^ keegarri^camai 

. tq ^ifit the prifon, all w^s hprtpr> lUeiiQc, aijid de* , 
fp^jMipn. ()i a hiindted apd {pxtj-Gx whp, h?^ ^Un 
t^red ajivc, tvc«xty-tKr«e puly ^urYiv,ed, and qf tJteftt. 
the greaiipft p2|yt ilie4 pf putrid f^vexsi upon being: 
fetfreoto . ^ 

QLi ^ The 
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The deflrurtlon of this important fortrefs fcrved 
to interrupt the profpcrous fucceffes of the EngUfli 
compatiy ; but the fortune of Mr. CJive, backc,dby 
the adivtty of an Englifh i9eet under admiral Wat- 
fon, (till turned the fcale in their ifavopr. Among 
ihe number of thofe who felt the power of the Eng? 
lifli in this part of the worlds was the famous Tul* 
lagee Angria, a piratical princei who had Ibng in- 
felled the Indian ocean, and made the princes on 
the coaft his tributaries. He maintained' a Isrge 
number of gallies, and with thefe^he attacked' the 
largeft fiiips, and aimoft ever with fucdeft. As the 
company had beei^ greatly harafled b^.his depreda- 
tions, they refolved to fubdiie fuch a dangerous en&> 
my, and attack him in his own fortrefs. In purfu- 
ance of this refolution, admiral Watfon and coloneF 
Clive failed into his harbour of Geriah ^ a^d chough 
they fuftained a warm fire as they enterecji jretthey 
foon threw all his fleer into flames, and obliged bis 
fort to furrender at difcretion.. The conquerors'' 
found there a Jarge quantity of wafliKc ftorcs, and 
effrfls to a conflderable value..* 

Colonel Clive proceeded to take revenge for the 
cruelty praflifed upon the Englifli, About the be- 
ginning of December,, he arrived at Balafore, in the 
kingdom of BengaL He met witK little oppofitioa 
either to the fleet or army, till they came before 
Calcutta, which feemed refolved to ftand a regular 
fiege. As foon.as the admiral, with* two (hips, ar- 
rived before the town, he received 9 furious fitc 
from all the batteries, which fae foon returned with 
ftill greater execution> and in Icfs than two hours 
obliged them to abandons their fortifications. By 
tfecfe means the Englilh took pofleflion of the twd 
flrongeft fcttlements on the banks of the Ganges ; 
but that of Gtriah they demolifhed tb the ground* 

Soon after tlieff fucceflcs HughJy, a city orgtcat 
trade, was reduced, with as little diificulry as tlie 

former. 
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former, and all th'e victroy of BengaTs ftarc-houfcs ' 
and granaries were deftroyed. In order to * repair* 
thefe iofletf this barbarous prince af&mbled an ^rmy 
of "ten thoufand horfe, and fifteen thojjfand foot, • 
and profeifed a firm reWution of cxpeUi;ig the Eng- ^ 
lifti- from all their fettlertiems iu that part of^ 
the world. Upon thefirft intelligence of his march,- ^ 
colonel Ciive obtained a reinforcement qf men from 
the admiral's (hips, advanced with his little army' 
to attack thefe numisrous fc^rces; He attacked the' 
enemy iii thre^ cdltirnttS9..and though the ntimbera 
were fo difprbportioncd, yiftdry . fdon dechred ia*- 
fivour of the Engliih. ' ' ^ ' 

The Eiiglifib by thefe viftories having placed z"' 
TiCeroyjon the throne (for the Mogul had long Toft 
alt power in Iridia) they took care to cxa£i fuch fti- 
piilationa. in their own favour as would tecure thei^i" 
the pofle'flioftof the country whenever they thought 
iJroper t6 refii rfre their authority They were gra- 
tified in their avarice to irs extremeft wifh'^ and that • 
wealth which they bad plundered from flaves in In- 
dia they were refolved to employ in making flaves^ 
tit borne* 

'^ From the conqueft of the Indians colonel Clive': 
tfirned to the humbling of the French, who had'' 
long difputed empire in that part of the v^orld, and' 
fobn difpoflefled them of all their power, and all 
their fettlementff. 

In the mean time, while conqueft iliiqed upon us 
from the Eaft,' it was (lill more fplendid in the wef- 
tern worM/ But fome alterations in the, miniftry 
led to thofe fuccelfes^ which had been long wiflied 
fixe by the nation, and were at length obtained.-— 
Ihe aiFairs of war had hitherto been direfted by a 
miniftry, but ill fupported by the commons, becaufe 
io^confided in by the.people. They feemcd timid 
and vvavering, iand but feeWy held together, rather 
By their fears than their mutual confidence. When 
0^4 any 
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any new meo&re wa6 propofeJ which cotild not re- 
ceive tl^eir approbation^ or any new member was 
introduced into gpvcrnment whom they did notap- 
pcioti they coniidered* it as an infringement upon 
their rcfpeftive -departments, and threw up their 
pJaccs in dirg.u(ly with a view to refume thetn with 
j^reater luftrc. Thus the ftrengrh of the crown was 
eve^y day declining'^ whik an ariftocracy filled up 
every avcuoe to the thr<)ne| intent onJy on the emo« 
lamenty not the duties of office. 

Thil was at that time the general opinion, of the 
people, and*it wiaja too loud not to reach the throne, 
^rhe mtniftry that hftd hithetto Hedged iir the throne 
were at length obliged- to admit fOmc men into a 
) jtiare ef the government^ whofe a^ivity at Teaft 
would counterbalance their timidity and irreiblud«^ 
on. At the head of the newly introduced party was^ 
the celebrated Mr. William fitt, from whofe vi* 
gpur the nation formed very great expe^atiens^ 
and they were not deceived. 

But though the old minifters were obKge:d toa<f« 
mit thefe new members into their focictyy there 
was no kgal penalty for refudng to operate will\ 
tbem ; they therefere afibeiated with ^ach other, 
and ufcd every, art to make their new afliKants ob-. 
noxioud to the king,, upon whom they had been la 
a' manner fotced by the people. His former mini- 
ftry flattered him in all his attachments to bis Ger« 
man dominions, while the new bad long clamoured 
again flr all continental conneftions,.* as utterly m^ 
compatible with the intereft of the nation^ ITiefc 
two opinions carried to the extreme migbt have 
been erroneous i but the king was naturally led to 
fide with tbofe who favoured his own fentimentSf 
and to rejeft tbofe who oppofed them. Mr. Pitt, 
therefore, after being ^ few months in office, was 
ordered to rcfign by his majefty's command, and 
his co^djutor^ Mr. Legge^ was difplaced from be- 
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Ixi$ amJbitioo was but o£, (hort cpj^tinu^pc? ; thi^ 
whole nation^ alpoft to 9 msui, &eil?(%ed jU> jUe m^ 
in his dcfcacej and Mr. Pitt ^^i ^f^S^ b^ir\g rCft 
ftored ^o tbeirforipier^wpldywpts, th? one of ft- 
cretaf J of ftsue, tfe^ othcjp chanccyor of thi? ?xcj[ju5- 
quer, began to a£t with yigpifr.-. 

The confcqucnces ^ th^ former ijl' cpodudlp^ '■ 
counfels ftill feeoAed to continue in ^ Americia.rr 
The generals fent pver to manage the operatV 
ons of thi^ war loudly accufed the timidity and de- 
lays of the natives^ who& duly it was to unitp ii^ 
theis own defence* The native^ on the other 
hand, as warogily expoftjMfoted againfl: the prid^^ , 
avarice, and incapucity of thofe fent over to cpmr 
mand them, , General Shlrky^ who had been ap- 
:pointed to the fapreme command there, bad beeji ' 
ibr fome time recalled^- and replaced by lord liOtt- 
don ; ^nd (his nobleman alfo foon after returning 
^to £i:^]and, three feveral £ommfmders w«re put ^tt 
the head of feparate Qpcratipin. General Amher^ 
commanded that defigaed againfl; the iiland .of^ag^ 
• Bieton i the other wa^xon^gned to g^encraLAii^r- 
cromble^ againd Crown Pqint^ and Ticondfir.3gp ; 
and ti}e third ftill more to the fouthw^rd> a^inft. 
' .. Fort du Qjiefne, .commanded by brigad.ier-gen.er?l < 
..Eorbes. , , ; ^ 

Cape Breton, .wbtc& b^d been taken from Xl^t 
French during the piecediog war, had' been rcilor- - 
^ ed at the treaty of Aix-!a-Cbapelle^ . It was not t^ll 
the EngJli(h had been^gut in pofTeilion of tha;t iiland 
<tb.at they begap to piecceii^ its advantageous fitiiaV 
tions ,and the conyet^ience qf its harbo^ur for ajp- 
npying tl}e Britifli trade wi^h impunity. It w^s 
alfo a conv.enient port forcarryiug on their fiihecy , 
a .branch of commerce of/tJt« utmoft,^benefit -lo 
' .that nation.. The wrefliqgit, therefore, once mofe 
; from tl^e. hands' of the Ftedch was a meafure ar- 
Q^f dentfy 
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dently defired by tHe wbol^ nation. The fortr^ 
of Louiiburgy by Mi^ich it was defendedy had been 
ftrengthencd by the affiftance of art, and was llill 
better fortified from the nature of its fituation. The 
garrifon alfo was numerous, the connnander vigi« 
fant, and every precaution taken to opofe a bind- 
ing. An account of the operations of the iiege can 
give but little pleafure in abridgement; be It fuiHci- 
ent to fay, that the Enelifh furmonnted every <^ 
ftaclc with great intrepidity. Their former timidity 
and irrefolution feemcd to vaniQi, their natural cou- 
rage and confidence returned, and the place furren*. 
dcred by capitulation. The fortifications werefooa 
after demolifced, and rendered unfit for future pro- 
tcftion. 

The expedition to Fort du Qucfne was equally 
Tuccefsful, but that againft Crown Point was once 
more defeated. Tin's was now the fecond time 
that the Englilh army had attempted to penetrate 
into tliofe hideous wHdfe by which nature had fe- 
curcd the French poffiflions in that part of the 
World. Braddock fell in the attempt a martyr to 
his impetuofity ; too much caution was equally in- 
'jurious to his fucceflbr. Abercrombie fpent much 
lime in marching to the place of aQlon, and the 
'^ enemy were thus perfeftly prepai ed to give him a 
fcvere reception. As he approached. Ticonderago 
he found them deeply intrenched at the foot of the 
U>rtf and ftill farther fecured by fallen trees, with 
their branches pointing aga'mft him. Thefe diffi- 
culties the Engiilh ardour attempted to furmotlnt; 
'but as the enemy, beiog fecure m themfelves, took 
' aim at leifure, a terrible carnage of the aflailants 
enfued, and the general, after repeated efibrts, was 
obliged to order a retreat. Tlie Engliih army, 
* however, were ftill fuperior, and it was fuppofed 
Am when tlw artillery was arrived, fomething more 

fuccefsful 
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fticcefsful mig^t be pcrfofmed ; bat tKe general felt 
too fcnfibly the terrors of the late defeat to remain 
in the neighbourhp€>d of a triumphant enemy. He 
therefore withdrew hi« troops, and returntd to his 
camp at Lake George, from whenee he had taken 
his departure. . 

But though in thfe refpefl: the Ehglifh arms were 
unlbccefsful, yet upon the whole' the campaign was 
greatly in tbeir favour. The taking of Fort du 
.Quefnc fer?ed to remove from their eblonies the 
terror of the incurfioiis of the hidiaps, ix^hile it 
interrupted that ccrrrcfpondence whiiih ran along 
a chain of forts, with which the French had en* 
vironcd theEnglifhfettltmentsin America. This, , 
therefore, proraifed a fortunate campaign the next • 
•year, and vigorous meafures were taken to enfttfe • 
facccfs* , 

AitoDidihgly^ on th^ opemngj-'of.the foUoVing r 
year, the miniftry, fenfible that a fingle effort caiv- - 
tied on in fuch an exten&ve country coirfd never^ 
reduce the enemy, they refolved to attack them in ' 
feveral parts of their empire at once^' Pi^aration« - 
were alfomade, and expeditions driven forward > 
againft three different parts of ^ North America 
at the fame ^time. . General Amh^rft,- the com- 
mander in chief, witha hody^of t«velve,thoufand ' 
men, was to attack Cr6wn Pointy, that had hither* - 
to been the reproach of the Englifl) army.'. Gene- - 
ral Wolfe was at th^ oppofite quarter to enter the 
•river St. Lawrence, and undertakethe ficgeof^Que- 
bec, the Ci^pita! of the French dominions in Ame*- 
rica ; , while general Prideaux and Sir WiHiam 
-Johnfon were to attempt a French fort near the ca-* 
tarafts of Niagara; 

'i'he laft named expedition was the firft that fue* 
-ceeded. The fort of ;NiQgara wJiia place of great 
impoitance, and fervcd to comnumd all the com- 
munication between the. northern and weftern 

French 
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FMfiitb tttHlt)lt6ift& rm 90gt ^u# o^an with 
^igtrar, atfd premiiiKt an mtf eoaqaeSt^ btn gesr- 
m PriiieafiK watkrUod ia Ibe trendies by tbeburft- 
iilg of ■* moftari fo tint the whole commottcl of 
the exftdklon dtevolted up^n genersl Jobitfeit, 
who omitted nothing to pu(h forward the vi|piretis 
operatiofis of his ptedeCeJftrt to which a]fo ht add- 
ed his own popularity with the (btdters onder hfan. 
A body of Frcticb troops, who were«fenfib)e of tlie 
importanee of this fwt, attempted to wlievc k ; 
but JohnfiMi atfacked them with intrepidity smd 
fncccfs, for in Icfs than an hdUr their whole army 
was put to the rout. The garrifon foDo after per- 
. eeiving the fate of thck eoaittrynien, furrendercd 
prifoners of war. The fuccefo of general Amhcrft 
was \ch fplcndid^ thoi^h not left ferviceable ; up- 
on arriving at the deftined place he found the fons 
both of Crown' Point ard Ticonderagodefcrted and 
>deftfoyed. 

There now therefore, rfctnahied but one grand 
and decHjve blow to put all North Anxrica into 
the pofftflBon of the finglifh ; zrjd this was the rafe- 
iDg of Quebec, the capital of Canada, a city hatrd« 
fomehr built, popalotijj, and flourtfliing. Admiral 
Saanders was appointed to command the naval part 
of the expedition \ the fiegc by land was comoiirfcd 
' f the cortduA of general Wolfe, of whom the na- 
tion had great cxpe£lat!6ns. This young foldicr, 
who was not yet thirty-frve, had diftinguifted him- 
fnU on many former occafions, partkrulmrly at the 
fiegeof Louifburg*, apart of the fucccftof 
A. D. which was juftly afcribed to him, who, 
1 759. without being indebted to family or connec- 
tions, had raifed himfelf by merit to his pre- 
fcnt command. 

The war in this part of the world had beeinf hi- 
thewo carried on with extreme barbarity ; and re- 
fftliating murders were toutinucd without any 
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iifdmirmig ID kniiftte mi example that had been fet 
Iim even hy fomc of hi$ aflbciaik offieciv, carried 
cm tbt ^ar with ail {l|fs ffrifit of \mm^mff which it - 
adaMts o'f« It is not our aim to fn^f into a mi« 
Rfite detail of the fiege of this ckff which could at 
beft otdy give ami»femect to a lew i it Will be fuffi* 
cienc to fay, timt when we co»%^ the fituationof 
the town, on «he fide of a gneat riwer, the fortifi- 
cattOQS with which it was fecured, the natutal 
ftrength of the country, the great nun^ber of vcflel^ 
and fioatiiqt batteries the enemy had provided fof 
the d«fenofr of the river, the numerous bodks of^fa- 
vages continuaUy hovering round the Englilh army^ 
iwe mnft own there was fuch a combination of dif^ 
ficuJUes as might difcoarage and per^xlex the moft 
rcfolute commander. The general himfelf feemed 
perfetl-ljr fciifjble of tlte difficulty ^f the undertak- 
ing. After dating, in a letter to the miniftry, th©. 
dangers that pFcfented, «« 1 know, feidhe,, that the 
«< affairs of Great Britain require the moft vigorous 
« meafures. But then the courage of a handful of 
•< brave ttitn- fliould be exerted only where there h 
*^ fomc hopie of a favourable event. At prefent the 
'< difficulties are fo various, that I am at a loCs bow 
^* to determine," The only profpe^l of attempt- • 
tng the town wit^h fuccefs was by landing a body of 
troops in the night below the town, who were to 
clamber ^p the banks of the river, and take pof. 
feffion of the ground on theliack of the city. This 
attempt, however, appeared -peculiarly difcourag- 
ing. The ftream was rapid, the (bore (helving, the 
bank above lined whh centincis, the landing-place 
fo narrow as- to be eafity miffed in the dark, and the 
fteepnefs of the ground fuch as hardly to be for- 
jnounied in the day time* ^AU thefe diificukies^ 
however,' were furmounted by the conduft of the 
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general, arid the bravery of the men. Coionel 
Hovre, with the ]\ght infantry and the Highlanders, 
afcended the woody* precipices with admirable cou- 
rage and adivity, and diflodged a fmall b6dy of ttdbps 
that defended a narrow path-way up the bank; 
thus a few mounting, the general drew the reft'op 
in order as tlicy arriveij. Mdnfieur de Montcalm^ 
the French commander, was no fooner appri fed 
that the £ngli(h had gained thefe heights, which he 
had confidently deemed inacceffiWe,' than he refoiir' 
ed to hazard a battle; and a furioos encounter 
quickly begun. This was one of the moft defpe- 
rate engagements duwng this war. fke Ftench 
general was flain ; the fecond in command Chared 
the fame fate. General Wolfe was ftation on the 
Tight, where the attack was moft warm; as he 
flood confpicuous in the frontline, he had been * 
aimed at by the enemy's markfmen, and Teceivcd a 
fhot in the wrift, which, however, did not oblige 
him to quit the field. Having wrajsped an hand* 
kerchief rcand his hand, he continued giving c^^b 
ders without the leaft emotion, and advanced at 
the head of the grenadiers with their bayonets fixedt 
but a fecond ball more fatal, pierced his breaft ; h • 
that unable to* proceed, he leaned on the ftiouldef 
of a foldier who was next him. Now ftruggling 
in the agonies of death, and juli expiring, he heard 
a voice cry. They run I upon which he feemed for 
a moment to revive, and aiking who ran, was in* 
formed the French. ExprefHng his wonder that 
they ran fo foon, and unable to gaze any longer, 
he funk on the foldier's breaftj and' his laft words 
were, " I die happy.*' Perhaps the lofs of the 
Englifii that day was greater than the conqueil of 
Canada was advantageous. But it is the lot of 
mankind -only to know true merit on that dreadful 
occafioDi when they are going to lofe k. 
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* The furrender of Quebec was thexonfcqu^ce of 
this indloryil and with ft foon after the total cejflion 
of all Canada. The French indeed the following 
fcafon made a vigorous effort to retake the city i but 
by the rcfolution of pjorernor Murray, and the ap- 
pearance of an Engliih fleet under the command of 
lord Colville, they were obliged to abandon the en* 
terprife. The whole province was foon after rcduc- 
- ed by the prudencef and adivity of general Amherdi 
who oUigcd.thc Frenrh army to capittilsfte, «nd it 
has fince remained annexed to the Britifh empire. 
To thefe conquefts about the fame time was added! 
the reduftion of the iflartd of Gaudaloupe, under 
commodore More and general Hopf<»n, an acquifr- 
tioir of great importance; but ^hich was reftored 
at the fucceeding peace, 

Thefe fucccflee in India and America were great, 
though atchieved by no very cxpej>{ivc efforts 5 on 
.the contrary, the efforts the Englifli made in Eu- 
rope, and the operations of their great ally, the 
king of Pruflia, ^#<re aftbnifhirtg, yet produced no 
fignal advantages," 

£ngland was aM this time happily retired from 
the miferies which oppreffed the reft of Europe ^ 
yet from her natural military ardour fhe feemed 
defirous of iharing thofe dangers, of which (lie was 
only a fpe£tator. This paffion for (baring in a con- 
tinental war was* not lefs pleafing to' the king of 
England, from his native attachments, than from a 
defire of revenge upon the plunderers of his coun- 
try. As foon therefore as it was known that Prince 
Ferdinand had put himfeif at the head* of the 
Hanoverian army, to afTift the king of Pruffia, his 
'Britannic-majefty, in a fpeech to his parliament, ob- 
ferved'that the late fucceffes of his ally in Germany 
had given an happy turn to his affairs, ^vhtch it 
would be necefTarv to improve. The commons 
concurred in his tenlimeBtSi and liberally granted 
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■light be confidared as a compa£l b]f. which both' 
engaged tQlofp^mifch^ and gain' Imle j for no ad- 
tantages whato^rei' ftHIowed from' vid^y. The 
£ngli(h at leogth began to ofcn^ their eyes to their 
own inter^ft^ and found thab they .were waging. 
unequal war> and loading themfelvcs with taxe6 for 
conquefta'that they couM neither* pjeferve ao^ 
enjoy. 

It modbie confeSed that theeSb'rts of England at 
Ais timei oveijfev^y part of the globe^ were amaz- 
ing ^ and the expenceof her operations greater than- 
had ever been difburfed by anynationbefdre* The 
king of Ptuflia reotived a fubmdy s a larg^ body of- 
Englifli foircet commanded the extenfive pcninfula 
of Indian another army of twenty thoufand men 
confirmed their conquefts in North AmerkV; there- 
were thirty thoufand men eiv)pldye4in Germaayy- 
and feveral other ^bodiea diTpetfed in different gar- 
rifons in various parts of the world : but all thefe 
yrerc nothing to the fcfrce maintained at^feaj^ which' 
carried command wherever it came^ and had tptalJy 
annihilated the French' prmer on thit clc'ajent^ 
The courage, and the cemludl of -the Engjllh ad« 
nairals had furpaffed whatever had been read of in 
biftory; neiAer fuperior f^rce, ^r- number,, nor 
even the terrors of the tempeft, couW. in:timldate^ 
thisun.' Admirarl Hawke gained a complete viftdry. 
over an equal number of French fhips, on the coaft 
of Bretagnc, in Qu^iberon-13ay, in tlie. midfl of a 
tempenii .during the darknefs o£ the night, and what 
I' Teaman fears dill more^ upon a rocky (bore. 

Such was the glorious figure tlie Britilh nation ' 
appeared in to all the world at this time^ But' 
while their arms profpered in every:effort tending 
to the real interefts of the nation j an event happen^ 
ed, which for a while obfcured the fplendour of 
fcer viftories. On the twenty-fifth of Oftober, the 
king without having complained of any previous 
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cfxTorder^ v^as found b.y his domeftics expiring in. 
ht8 chamber. He had arifen at Ma ufual hour^ and ^ 
obferved to his attendants, that as the weather was 
fine he would take a walk in the gardens of Ken* 
fington, where he thea refided.^ In a fewiQinutes 
after his return, being left albne, he was heard" to 
fall down upon the floor. The npife of this bring* 
itig l|k attendants into the room, they lifted him 
into thebedy^wbere he deftfed, with a faint voice^ 
that the ptincefs Amelia might Be fent for> but Be- 
fore {he could reac> the apartment he expired. An 
attempt was made to bleed him,, but without effefi j, 
and afterwards, the furgeons, upon opening him^,. 
4ifcovered that the right ventricle of the heart was 
aflualiy ruptured, and that a gre^t.q^iantit; of 
biood was dnchargetf through the aperiui^. 
George th.e Second, died in, the feventy« . 
ftrentli year of Ws age, "Stnrf^ the thirty- Oft. a^j, 
third of his reign ^ lamented by his fub- 1.760. ^ 
jed:s, and in the midft of viflory. If 
any monarch was- happy in. the peculiar nnode of. 
his death, and the prccHe*Kme of its arrival, it was. 
htf; The aniverfdi enthuGafm of the people for 
dDiicftieft was now beginning to fubfide, and fobcr 
lapisfooilib take her ti^n iti the adminiilration of 
i^itTt#*fp^e.fa6:ion$ whiiah had been' nuffingj dur- 
ing hif.U|^|jr»eign, had not yetifbme to maturiityj 
but thrciit«>€4, with all their virulenc&.to'am.ift?^ 
fth fudtcfldr. .He vvas, himfelf of np/l&Imng abi- 
lities; aid wMIe he was permitted to guide and 
arffilt his German dominions, he entrufted the Care 
of Britain to his miaiflisrs at home.' However, as 
we ftand too near tp be impartial ^dgcs of his 
merits or dcfc«Sls, letius ffate his charaftcr as deli- 
vered by his two writers, of oppofite opinions. 

«< On whatever* fide," fay^his panegyrifj, «^ we 
look iMonliis charader, we (hall-find ample matter 
for jiift and unfufpefled praffe. None of his prc- 
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deceflbrs on the throne of £pgl^d lived to fo gMif 
a^ age, or enjoyed longer fclioit]!., Hia fiid>jeds. 
were ililj improFJng under hint, in commerce a^d 
arts ; and hia own csconomy fet a. prudentexaipplfr 
to the nation^ wbichi however, they, did not u)U 
low. He wa^ ib his temper fo^deu and violent ; 

.but. this, though il xHfluenced>his condafts n^ade. 
no change ii^ his behaviQurj which wa& generally 
guided by reafon» He was plain and divert in his 
ihtentions -». true, to his word^ iteady in his &yoDV 
and protedion to hi& fenrant5»«not parting even* 
with hi^ minjfters, till campelljed to it Iijr,thc vipn 
]6noe of fa£iion. In ibprt^ tbrotJigK th^ whole of 
lus iife«. he aippeared rajcjher to live for.thi^ cuUiva-. 
Hon of ufeful virtue$.thaafplendidoaQ&;. and^ii^ 
fied with bcing«*g09d> 1?& others: tkeUr: tm^xiiricif 
greatnefs/*^ 

Sluc)i if the pi£luregivea hy hisfriendsi^ but tber^ 
are others who reverfe dip mGoai. << As. to the- ex- 
tent of his undexftanding, or the fplendour of hhr 
wrtuc» we rather wiQi fcjr opportaniticss'of praife,. 
than undertake the taik^virfelves. His public eha^ 
rgf^er was oianked wiib a predilcQ^iQnJb^ his n|r 
tlY^ cpuntry^and^o tKa^t he ucrifi^d ail oth^-f^ft^ 
fider^^ions* He was not'onJy.unlearn£;d |p^i$(^|t 
bu^ he defpifi^dv learning iti otheiriSi ^ ^jv^M^ 
^etunj aright have flourilbpd ia his fMBRi ]f^^ n^ 
ricither promqted-k by his-infl«.fenc^ fp,ex;4mple?* 
Hi^ fi u»U^ bordered upon av^iricei and H^ liQird-^ 
cd not K>T' bis fubj.«/£l5, but himfefif. He wa§ re* 
nasrtable for no one great, vh-tucj and ^r»s kno,wa 
to pra.ftife feveral of the ifieane^ yioe^.'^ Which 
Qf thefe two eharsifters are tfj^c^ or whether tl^^f 
may not in- part be both fo, { will npt preX,eQ4 ta 
dtcide. If .hi% favourers ai^e Qttti>erottS, fo are 
thofs who oppofe t^ro: let gf^ttorijty, ^er^foirj 

' djccidc tha conxeft. < . " 
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-GeORG.E the SccDftcl was fttcccc4cJ A. D. 
by'his grandfon, iing G^orgjB the Thir4, I76p,. 
'pur.prdent molt gncious foTcreigu, whofc 
iiather tievci afcerided the throocj having died while 
he was only prince of Wales. His majclly'sfirfl: 
care, after his acceffion, was io'aflett)blethe.|Mir- 
■Hamcnt, 'Which met in November, and fettled the 
annual Aim of 8rOO,oool. upon the kii^g for the fup- 
Ipprt of his houf^hokl, and of the honour and4^- 
nity of his crown, or,'!a$^ it is ufually^ called, the civil 
lift.; and this .grant is -to continue in force darti^ 
his life, 'The whole iupply, foi* the fervice of ihc 
'enfuing year, amounted to 19,616,1151^. 1.9s.. pld. 
^n ioamenfe fam« which none but a commercial 
iiauon could raVfe, but which yet pethaps was 4iot 
(greater than waslabfolutely necefTary for carrying 
on the various op^ratiohs 6f thc^ very extenfive ^war 
in which we were then engaged. 

As h^s majjdly coi^ld not efpoufe a Rpman Catlxi*- 
lic he was precluded from internurrying into any of 
ihe great families of Europe ; he therefore chofeii 
wife' from the houfe of Mecklenbprgh Strelit^,,* the 
head of a fmall but fovereign ftate ia the aerth-w^fl: 
of .Germatiy ; and the conduct of his excelientcon- 
fort ha$ hitherto been'fwhas tq give him^no reafoa 
' to repent of Kis choke. 

The nuptials werc-cclebratcd on the ieighlh 
of Septcitiber ; andon the twenty-fccond of A.:D« 
the fame month the ceremoi^.of the corona- 1761. 
tioh was performed with ,great ^pooyp .and . 
nvignificence in Wcftminftcr-abbey. 

This 
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This year was not diRinguiihcd by any capital tnU 
litary operation in Europe. In the £a(t Indies the 
nabob of Bengal was depc[fcd» and iiis fon^in-law 
advanced in his room. That country, like all otlicr 
barbarous countries, is fubje^ to fudden revoln* 
tions, for which perhaps ids more remarkable than 
for the aQs of cruelty, peculation, and oppreflioni 
that are there praftifcd by the Europeans. 
* Mr. Pitt, who, though neve? very acceptable to 
the late king, had conduced 'the war with a fplrit 
and fuccefs that were never exceeded, and perhaps 
never equalled by any former roinHter, was no Icb 
diftinguiOied for his fagacity and penetratioji in 
diving into the defigns ?md intrigacs of the enemy. 
Me had for fome time dbfcrved," with" the higheft 
indignation, the extrenre partiality of the Spaniards 
towards the French, notwithftanding their profcf- 
fions of neutrality : he now difcovered, by means of 
his fpies in foreign courts, that they had entered into 
a treaty (known by the name of the.Family-compad) 
.with that ambitious people; and he was firmly 
convinced, that 'it woulcl not be long .before they 
idcclared war in form again(^ England. Moved by 
'thefe confiderations, he prbpofed, that a fleet (hould 
be immediately difpatched into the Mediterranean, 
to intercept the Spanifh flota, or ftrike fome other 
-blow of importance, in cafe thp mintftry of Spain 
refttfed to give inffaiit fattsfaQion' to the court of 
<Jrcat Britain. This propofal was llrongly oppofed 
by the other members of the cabinet, either from 
a convlAion of its impropriety, or perhaps in order 
to get rid of a itiiniiler, who by means of his popula- 
rity and the fuccefs of his ichemes, had acquired an 
afcendancy in parliament, and even in the council, 
that, in fome meafure, annihilated the hereditary 
influence of all the oldeft, mod wealthy, and moft 
powerful Families in the kingdom. In a word, it 
was difappraved by every member of the cabinet, 
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Mr. f itt and Eat! Tern^le". ciccptedj upon which 
tlkefe t^vomjaifters rtfigiicd their placcs^i the for- 
meti' as fecrefary of ftate ; and the lattcfj as iotd 
•ptivy-fearl. 'that Mr.^Pitt, howffver, imght net be 
f u ffered to retire {thjn the pub) ic ferv ice without 
fome mark of foyAl as well as nation at gratitude, z 
penfion of 3000I. a year was fettled upon him for 
three lives ; and at the fanie a title was conferred' "^ 
upon his lady, who w«s created jBarohefs Chatham. 

The experience of a few mdtith>ferved to fhow; 
that Mr. Pitt's fufplci^ns were too WcW founded t 
for whcn-the earl of Briftol, the Britifh ambaflador 
at Madrid, endeavoured to procUre a fight of the 
Family- c©mpa£l, and to found the <entimehts of 
the Span i(h mmiftry with- regard to. their intention 
of taking part with France in the pre fen t war, he 
received nothing but evafive aufwers or flat refufals 
to all his demands. He therefore left Madrid with- 
out taking leave 5 -aud as the hoftile deiigns of Spain 
were now no longer doubtful, war was, in a littte 
ihme, declared againit that natioii. 

The old parliament was now diifolved, and a nevir 
one fummoned,- one of the firft ads of which was 
to fettle zn annuity of ioo,oocL together with the 
•palace of Sonnierfet^houfe'(rffterward8 exchanged 
fo# Bucklngham-houfe) and the lodge and lands of 
Richmond OM-park, upon-the queen during het; 
life, in oafe flic fliould furvive his majefty. The 
•fupplyfor the enfuing year fell fli<*t of that of the' 
current -one- by fomewhat more than a iBillion. 

Till the refigna^onof Mrs Pi|t, no material change 
had been made in the miniftry during the prefeat 
reign. ■ It continued nearly the fame as it was at the 
death of thehte king, with this only diiferenee, that . 
lord Bute (who was fuppofed to be a particular fa-r 
Yourite of his majedy) had beqn introduced into the 
cabinet^ and appointed fecretaicy of ftate in the room 
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of theettl of Holdemefle. A ^lore hnponaot 
ftlteralion, however) now took place In it.^ii. 
An opinion hadb^eo lotigeatenained|<at leaft i';62. 
it-^as induftrioafijr propagated by eertsua 
fcdNAf that the Felbam -^mily had been as com* 
plete mfters of the csibinet during the huter years 
of Ktiyg George the Seoond^s rdign, .as ever the 
Marlboroogh famt)yiii»Q^ during a great part of that 
of Queen Anne. A refolut ion, it is laid, MPas there- 
fore taktn to get rid of the Pelhama and afl theti 
1M}niieAioos. The duke of Newcaftle «wa$ made fo 
4ineafy in his fitaatidni that he refigned his pod of 
firft lord of tht freafury^ and was facceeded by the 
carl of fiute. This gave occaiioo- to^ mod furioos 
paper war between the friends and. adherdnts of 
fhefis two noblemen, and naiurs^Uy tended to revive 
in the kingdom tkatfpirit of : party, ^whxch, dnring 
the fttceefsful «dmtniftration of -Mr. Pitt, had u ^ 
^eat meafure been laid afleep. 

The duke of Newcaftle, it muft he qwned, was 
not a man of great abilities, tlxHigh his brother, 
Jienry Pelham, undoubtedly was. But even.^lbe 
•duke, withall the defedlsin bischara^er, wssper* 
liaps not ill qualifiedtobC' a popular minifter tn-a 
free eoudtiy. He -was open, libera], vtifintereftedy 
hofpiti^le, fplendid and magnificent in his fiyle of 
living. Iriftead of amafling places and peofions for 
•himfelf and his family,* he laid out bis owi\ patri- 
mony in fttpporting what he confidered as the ho- 
•ttour of the^king and ^be dignity of the nation ; and 
fivhen, upon his retiring from office in fomewhat 
-narrow and rednc<M cireomftances, he -was oilered 
A penfion,^he nftbly replied, that after having fpent 
«a. princely fortune in the fervice of his oountry, ra>- 
ther than become a burden to it at laft, he would 
anake his old duchefs a waflier* worn an . 

Lord Bute on the other hand (for now that the 
reign of prejudice is over, we Inay venture to fpeak 

the 
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the' truth) is certainly a man of ability, and we be- 
lieve even of virtue ; but perhaps he is deficient in 
that cafinefs of addrefs, and thofc engaging manners^ 
without which no minifter can ever expedt to be 
long popular in Epglond. As he is a man of taftc 
and learningi had he continued groom of the dole* 
as he was at the time of his hiaj^fty's a<Jceffion, he 
might eafily have paflcd for the Maecenas of the 
age. Every favour which the king might have be- 
ftowed upon men of letters^ would have been con- 
fidered as originating from his advice, and owing 
to his recommendation; .whereas by plunging- into 
politics, for which, as he was not bred to them^ 
perhaps he is but ill qualified, he at once deftroyed 
the peace of his own mind, diminiflied for a white 
the popularity of his fovereign^ and di(lra£ted and 
perplexed the councils of his country. 

The war, however, was ftiU carried on .with the 
fame fpirit and fuccefsas formerly. A large body^ 
whether of a political or mechankal nature, when 
once put in motion^ will continue to move for fome 
time, even after the power which originally fet it 
a-going had ceafed to operate. Two expeditions 
were undertaken againft the 8pani(h fettlements ; 
the one againft the Havannah in the gulph of 
Mexico, the other againft Manilla in the Eail Indies : 
and both of them proved fuccefsful. The plunder 
found in the firft amoi^nted to three millions fter- 
ling. The latter was ranfomed for one million, 
which we believe was never paid. 

The ting of Pruffia, then our principal, and indeed 
almoft our only ally, had performed fuch prodigies 
of valour in the courfe of this war, as will tranfmit 
his name to pofterity as one of the grcateft heroes 
that ever lived. For fome time paft, however, he had 
been furrounded and afljiiled by fuch a number of 
povi^erful and inveterate foes, that he feemed almoft . 
to be tottering on the very brink of ruin, when he 
R wa« 
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was unexpectedly and almoft mtraculoufly failed by 
one of thofe fuddcn- revolutions *of fortune, that 
fometimcs take place in all countries, and are often 
attended with confequences that^no human fagapity 
could have forefcen, nor. any hunian power/nav« 
poflibly brought about. EIi2abet)i, tlie emprefe of 
Kuffia^ ^y"g» ^^s fuccepded by. her. nephew Peter 
the Third, who rot only. concluded a pea^ with tl^ 
king of Prufiia, but joipjag his arms to thpfeof that 
monarch, began to a£l hoftii^ljr a^ainft her fqrrn«r 
allies. By this J^ep, however,, and fonie oth^rSjU 
rendered hinifelf to unpopular with his fulyefts, 
that, after^ wearing the crown fqr the (pace^ of fix 
months, he was depofed, and, fdqn, after, dieiiQ 
prifon of th.e difeafej-it is thought, tJ^a^tejminatc^ 
the Hves of n^oft dethroned rUiOriarc^s. His cpnfpst 
and fucce(?br,Catherine, th^ pr$f.fcnt em|)r.el5,.depar> 
eel fo/^r from the plan of her Imfband as to withdrMir 
her forces frpm thofe of the king of Pru(E\;, biet 
fhe did not thipk proper to renew hoftilitiies^ag^ipft 
him* Biding thus freed froip one of his moft fpr- 
n)idaj)lecncjiaies, be was the mor^capable of copinp' 
with the ref^. ' - 

This was.orjq of the moft glorious and fuccefsful. 
wars for Great Britain, that Tiaji e vie r. been carried, 
on. in any age,, or by. any nation. In the fpac?, of 
feyen years, ihe had made herfelf mift^efs. of; the. 
wbo/e. continent of North America : {he,hadx,Qn-. 
quered twenty-fiye iilands, all of them remarkable 
for their magnitude, thi^irproduce^or the ipripprt^ance, 
o/ their, fitufition: (he had won by fea arid . land, 
twelve great battles ; (lie had redu.ced nine forti- 
fied cities and towns, and near forty fortfi and 
caUles; (he had dcflroyed or taken above an hun- 
dred fhips of war frpm her enemies.; atid ^ccfuired, 
a^ is fuppofed, about twelve millions in plunder:. 
Uncommon, l^owcver, as w^cre her fucccfTes, flie 
was fur from being averfef to.a peape. ^ ihe grand 

objeft 
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objeiSt for which the war had been onginaliy tin- 
(kxtzkcoy tim fecupity of our Atiierican colonieg, 
wa* mwr AiHy* accompli (bed. Her fupplies of 
'mo«eys^ ^ Kowever- great, were by? no means equal to 
beir6Sf>ence9; and {he)}egm to. feel a fenfible d&*, 
ficienty in htKfufph'es of men^. which weve not pro* 
ctu^d^ut with fon^ difikulty^and arabeavy charge. 
The other beMigcrcnt powers, for more foKd and 
iiibftantialre»&>B8, were ftili morepacifically incHn* 
9A^ The navy^of France was almoit annihilated i 
andher dommibns w«r6 exhaufted of men a^nd mo- 
ney. Spain had nothing to hope, but {very thing 
fo fearj fropi a cpntinuancerof the war $ and'Portu^ 
gal| who ba^ latety been drawninto^e quarre), and' 
at^eked By the I^ourben family, was in^ a ilill worfer 
eondittoB> All parties, therefore, concurring iiy 
thefe jgatcificfeatinientS) conferences for a.p^ace were' 
opened at Paris; and', after fomenegociati* 
otii it' was finiilly concluded on the lotli' A. D;* 
day. of February. Great Britain received 1763.; 
Florida in exchange for the Uavannah. She 
Trained Canada, Capc! Breton, Tobago, Dominicp* 
Sn Vincent, the Grenadee, and Se&egal on the coait 
of Africa •, but ihe reftored'allher other conquefts. 
A peaoe was foon after concluded between the Em- 
pref$-queen of Hungary and his Pruffian ipajefty; 
and thus the generaltranquillity of Europe was hap- 
pily r^^-edablifhed. At the conclufion of the war 
the national debt of Great Britain amounted to 
about one hundred and forty-eight millions; the 
annual" intereft to little lefs than five millions. 

The cryof favK>uritifm, which M^i raifed again ft 
lord Bute immediately upon hisintrodu£tion into the 
miniftry, had hitherto been kept up wi^ great vio- 
lence and animofity ; and a tax, which had lately 
been impofed upon cyder, ferved at laft to complete 
his downfal. He refigned his place as fitft lord of the 
treafury in the menth of April,, and was fucceedftd 
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by Mr, Gcovge XSrcnvillc. The atceiitroavof the 
public wasfipw turne^l from the war of ;tbe fworj, 
to tbatof the«pen. Many furious papers an4 pam- 
phlets were publifted by the partiz^os of both par- 
lies^ . IVut one of the mod furious of the whole was 
aperiodieal paper, eoiitled the North Briton, con- 
duded, it is faid, an4 principaUy compofed by Mr. 
Wilkes, member for Aylefbury,. a gemleman of wit 
and fpirity bui not perhaps of the mod rigid priod- 
ples, to which, as we believe he is no nypocritpi 
we never heard that he made an v great pretenfions. 
This gentleman having, in Nmnber 45 of the Norlh 
Briton, attackeujthc king's fpeech to the parliament 
with a very indecent freedoo)i tbe.miniders thought 
they 'could, .not pafs it oyer in filence*. A general 
warrant-was, therefore, iflued for taking up the au- 
riiors^ printers, and publifliers oC that paper. Mr. 
Wilkes was feized ajud committed to the Towej. 
Several innojcent. printers were 9t the fame time ap- 
prehended-, but they afierjwards brought their ani- 
ons againft the meilengers who Jiad ftUzed the(9, 
^nd recovered caafiderable damages. - Mr. Wilkes 
tpo, upon bringing his habeas corpus h^iox^ the Court 
of Common-pleas, was releafed from the Tower by 
a decifion of that court, .the judges of which una- 
i^imoufly declared, that privilege of parliament ex- 
tended. to jhc c^fe of wjfiting a jibcl. The houfe of 
cornmops were of a diffiercnt, opinion. Tbey-rcfolv- 
ed, that Kurpbep 45 of the North Briton vwas .a 
falfe, .fcandalousy and feditious libel, and vthat pri- 
vilege of parliaoiept did not extend^ to the, cafe ^f 
writing fuch a libel. ^.Soon, after Rlr.. Wilkes fought 
a«duel with Mr; Martin, a member of parliamentj 
and late fecretary to the treafury, whQfQ charafter 
he had attacked i;i his .W3*iting.s. J[n this en- 
gagement he received a dangerous woundj from 
which, Jioweyer, he recovered, ^nd he had no fooner 
dpAe fo than be thought proper to r.et;ir^ intq.Frapcp. 

'. ' • in 
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Ifi-the month of Januat^y he was eipellcd f 

t4ie houfe oF commons ; and notappearitig . A. D. 
to the indi<Slmenta preferted ag^rvft him for 1 764.. 
publifiiiOg the- North'' Briton, -and for fome • ^ 

other charges,' he waft at laft run ta an oiitlaivry^ 
and the fuks, which he had commenced agairift the 
fecretaries of date for falfe imprifonmentj feil, o£ 
C6urfe, to the ground*; - General warrants were af- 
terwards declared tote illegal by^a refc^ution of both; 
houfes i and this, indeed^c feeiim to be the «hief ad^ 
vantage refulting from thi« viokitt dHpute between 
Mr.- Wilkes and the miniftfy. 

Iii thecottrfe of this year the Protcftant intereft 
VTAS (tiU fttrther (Irengthened by the marriage of his 
majefty's eldefLfifter,' the princefs Auguftai to tbe^ 
heredirarv prince oiF* Brunfwick. About the fame 
time a Boble legacy was-ieft^t the uniyerfity of Cam«' 
-bridge. Sir Jacob Gerard Dov^iiiing -beqaeaihed 
^ cftate of 6000 /• a year, for the purpofe of builds 
ing and endowing in it a hew college. The lega*^ 
Uty of this bequeft was- after wards difputcd by ttje 
heir at law ; but a deetfion wac* given Jn favour of 
the univerfity. Whether the immenfe wealth of 
our two univerfities be conducive to the intereft df 
learning, is a queflion that has long been agitated^ 
and cannot perhaps* be- .eafily.folve<(. That great 
riches naturaily tend to beget and encourage a fpirit 
of indolenc6,)cannot b^ denied; though^ at the lame 
time, by furniihing men of abilities with literary 
letfure, and freeii>g them from t4ie cares and anxie- 
ties of life, they afford theriithe fineft oppottuni- 
tie« of proiecuting their ftudies, unchecked by any 
other impediment than the limited poweis of the 
human mind, and that langour, which^ even in the 
mod: ardent and vigorouis fpirits, i$ the infallible 
^confequence of long application. It is equally cer- 
tain, on the other hand, that extreme poverty de- 
prcffea the fpirits, damps the fire of genius, reftrahis 
R 3 the 
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flic exertion of the tncwtal powers, Und'cxttngvffiics 
afl hope, «s well as defifc of Iheraary&me xsrcccel- 
knee. Perhap* it k in this asimertry tbh^ttf^ 
|he golden mean is the beft. Th«t>oinr.£i^ltft.fmU 
vcrfiiirs are »ot too poor, "wUlteadily he alio^vsd; 
whether tl^ey are too rich, IwiU aot^aloe upofi Me 
to dc-ttrrmine. 

Lrnle happened %n ike i)ther parts »f iiie;iinD^ 
(lit& ycjr, tliat (hrfenres to be Stfeatraned it a^riAvrj 
of England, except the dheioe nf a ierng «€ JMBGod 
in ^je perfwi «cf couM Paikljowfti, a tuttfre i^^ie^; 
the death of prince. Ivfii, lof Jafcn, ^bo in 1739 
h:^d mourrre<l' tte throne 4tf &«{&», snMi ynn bbn 
after cicpofed, had re ma in ed tn ^ifen^wtr &mo^ 
Sf\d tR'aa now mvtv&cred hy hh ^ank^ wai ifae 
ma<r2ci>e hi about forty of our o«m svovamysnen n 
the £aft h\6\ts, by orders of CoiSm ^iCflPirB,idic 
depofed fubah of Bengal, and under the diredakm 
of one Somers, a German, a defisrter from tbe 
consp^iny's fervice. Soch fcenes df cruelty nvay m* 
turaliy be fuppofed to -happen fomtttanes \ti a coim- 
tryt where the nativtfi zvc igROramt atid batbafoos, 
atid ^le ftrangers, or, aft t!hef cull them, tiie intra- 
dcvsj are afttiaced iry an infataUe fpmt of ptondd: 
and rapacity. 

In tbe tfeginniwg of nextyear wcw iiniih 
A. D. fed the ferk fporks 'Of thttt fire, %1^, 
1765. though it did not blaze oat-ali at once, and 
HRiight even have been extrng^iifted in ifeg 
progrefs, yet, in a 'Httfe time after, %roke out «ao 
a conHagration, that wrapt a grecft part of Eu^op^j 
and aM North America, in its flames. Wfcat I al- 
lude to is the ftafnp-a£%, that wastiow impofed«p« 
on our Atnerican colonies, and to'w^hkh thtj k" 
mod unanimoirily refufcd to fubmit ; aiod though 
it was repeated in the fuccoeding feffiow, f^ the 
memory of it continued to ran4cle in thfeit ifiind^*, 

aiHl 
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Uli^ tlVey feehi never erttirely to have fbr^ot^ noi; 
Keartily to have forgiven it. 

' The fpirit oiF party wliich was nov/ fo general a« 
well as violent, was attended with one very great 
iftcQnvenrehce.- It was produ£live of fuchti rnuta- 
bliity in public men, and -confequently in public 
nflTeafures and coubcils, that we had a new miniflry 
a«d new meafures almoll with every new year. 
'jfTiis Tiafu rally teude<i to weaken the authority of 
'gbVerriment both at hon^e and abroad. Foreign 
nations werS averfe to enter into any clofe connec- 
tion bValliance witti a people, whofe public coun- 
cil's were fo *^ery'flu2l'uatii>g ; and the inferior ranks 
of men at home loft all that reverence and re^t^t 
for theiT rulers which is fo neceffarv to thefupport 
ot order and good gdvertiment. The GVenyillc ad- 
ininiftfatidfi was pbw forced to ifialcc w(iy ifor tl^at 
otthc Inari^uisof l^ockingK^m, whow^Stappoimcd 
IfcTk lord of'the'treafory, Tnlfhfe room of ^ir. Gieir- 
viTle. l^ic marquis hiiiifelr, incieed, t^aa^ noWe-- 
nfitifi oi as ih\jtch purity^ of intention, o( as drfcnte- 
r^ffted pnhcipTes, and of as^enuine and unaiFe*<?led 
pattioiifm, as ever ^rftihguiihed any miniller ciilier 
ill ahcie'ht or modern "times j and by tnefe ^oo5 
qualities oiF his heart, lie, in Tome meafufe, com- 
pjehfated for that Aiecliocrrty of ^in^erilanding, he- 
yt>nd which ieven Kis warhiefl adniirers never al- 
ledged that his capacity extended. The chief bufi- 
ntfsof this miniftry was 'to undo all thai thtir^re- 
d^ceffoYs ^ad done,' particularly repealing the ftamp 
sffid cyder a^'s; as, oil the other hand, all th^ic 
the'y now did, was, in its turn,, undone by their 
fuccefibrs in office. ITie. detached events of this 
f ytzr were neither numerous nor important ^ it was 
chiefly diflinguilQied by the death of /ome tpninent 
peVfohages ; particularly of i he emperor j>f Germa- 
ny, i,v]fb was fucceeded by liis fon Jofeph, the 4ate 
crtipVroVj Ihe dauptiih of France j his niajefty's 
R 4 uncle. 



368 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

uncle, the late dUke of Cumberland j his youngcft 
ktother, prince WilJiam Frederick ; and the old 
Pretender, who died at Rome in the 77th year o{ 
his age. 

The new year, as ufual, gave us a new fet 
A.D. ofminifters. The duke of Grafton foccced- 
1766. ed the marquis of Rockingham as firft lord 
of the treafury ; feveral other changes were 
made in the inferior departments of (late j and tlie 
cvflody of the' privy feal was beftowed upon Mr. 
Pitt, now created Earl of Chatham, at whofe re- 
commemlation, it is faid, this miniftry was form- 
ed. The affairs of the Kafu India Company were at 
this time greatly embarraflcd by the avtivice and ra- 
pacity of their fervants ; vices, indeed, which they 
had always pra£^ifed, but which they feem now to 
J^avc carritd to a greater height than ever. Under 
the fpecious pretence of prefents, they had got into 
the habit of extorting large fums from the princes 
of the country, by which means the very name of 
an'Englilhman was become fo odious, that it was 
greatly to be feared a general combination of the 
natives 'would be formed to expel us from our fet- 
tlements ^ in that part of the world. Lord Glive, 
therefore,, was fent out to India, in order to put a 
ftop ^o this growing evil, which, upon his arrival 
there, he cffeftually did 5 and foon after concluded 
fuch an advantageous treaty with the Mogul, as put 
the company in poflcfTiGn of a clearrevenue of one 
trillion fevcn hundred thoufand pounds fterling a 
year. His lordiliip himfelf, it is true, had made 
as large a fortune in the Eaft Indies as perhaps ever 
was made there by any other Britifli or European 
fubjeft 5 but at the fame time in fo doing, he had 
performed the moil diftinguiflied and important fer* 
vices to his country j pthers, and fome of them 
fprung from the very lowed ranks of life, have 
amailed princely fortunes in that part of^the world ; 

the 
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the fcrviccs they have done either to their country, 
ior to theEaft India Coixipany, are yet to be difco- 
vcrcd.. ( . 

. As the American irar is thc^moft impor- 
tant event that has yet happened irtthe cowrie A. D. ' 
of this reign, or will prolsably happen dur* 1767^. 
ing the remaining part of it, no circum*- 
ftance, however ieemingly. trivial, , that ferves to 
mark the prc^refs of the growinganimofity between 
the. mother country and her colonies, ought to. be 
pgfled over in filehce. For this reafon it^is, that 
yre ihall jult obferve, that an adJ; of parliament had 
been lately made, enjoining the colonies to farnifii 
his majeftyV troops with neccflaries in^their quar« 
ters. This >a<3: the colony of ^New-York had re- 
fufed to obey I and another a£k was now -therefore , 
p^fled, TeQraining^.the affe'mhly -of that 'province 
from makingr^ny laws utitil they. had complied whh 
the terms of the firft -mentioned ftatute. The Ame^ 
ricansy on theirfidej exfurefled their diSaUsfa£tioa 
at this reftf^iRt by coming to fome fevere refolur 
tions againft the importation of European^ by which 
they no dou1>t*meant Britifliy commodities. 

A fuTprifing .phenomenon happened tbijS year in 
Italy, M'hich, though not connected with the hif- 
tory of England, nor. even:, the civil hiftory of any 
country, it would yet be UDpj^rdonable to pafs over 
unnoticed. On the nineteenth of Oftober there 
was one of the moft.. terrible eruptions of Mount ^ 
Vdfuvius that had been known in the memory of 
man. . Stones of an enormous fize were thrown up 
from the mouth xf the volcano to the height, it is 
faid, of an EngHCh mile,, and fell at leaft half a 
mile from iti The lava, or river of melted ore, 
extended in length about fevcn miles j it^ breadth, 
in fome places, was two miles *, and its depth in 
general about forty feet. * The king of Sicily was 
obliged to- remove from Portici to Naples \ and the 
R 5 afhes 
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olbes fell in foch <^tntitk8 even in this hft tftf^ 
ds to corer the ftreets ind honks mote than an indi 
deep. 

The natural date of the^w^fent parliament 
A. D. being now near expiringi ft was diffblvedm 
1 768, the (pring, and writs were iffbe^ for etefting 
a new one. A general elcftion is always 
ftippofed to be a time of riot and conluSon ; -xm 
confidering the virfence of partSes atthis particular 
period, it was generally apprehended, that Ae pre- 
fcnt eleftion would be produftive of marc than or* 
dinary difturbance. Thcfc fcan, however, were 
happily difappointed. The ekftions were carried 
on with tolcraWc order in mod parts of Ac Icing* 
dom, except at Preflcm and a few o!?Tcr places, 
where fomc outrages were committed. Mr. Wiftrs, 
who had remained abroad an outlaw ever iince Ae 
*year 1763, now returned home, and cren while 
the outlawry was hi full force, oflcred hrmftlF a 
candidate for the countj of Middlcfex, for which 
he was chofcn in oppofition to Sir William Beae- 
champ ProSor, one of the former m^jubers, by i 
very great majority. Great dotrbts wetc at firft en- 
tertained whether an outlaw could bechofen a mem- 
ber of parliament ; but fo many precedents were 
produced in the affirmative, that tlieT^ality of the 
praftice was put beyond controvcrfy. Being now 
fecure, as he thought, of a feat in parliament, Mr. 
Wilkes furrendered himfelf to the Court of King's- 
bcnch,' by whom the outlawry, was reverfed, and 
he was fentenced to fuffcr an imprifonment of two 

J cars, and to pay a fine of a thoufand pounds. As 
e was efteemed by many pcrfonsas a kind of mar- 
tyr in the caufe of public liberty, a fubfcription was 
opened by fome merchants of London, and other 
gentlemen of property, for paying his fine, fup- 
porting him while in prifon, and compoundtng hii 
'-ibts^ amounting to above twenty thoufand pounds; 

and 



ah<t alt t)iefe burpofcs wif re> in the en^^ conqpteatly 
acccompli^ed. 

As wi conttder "the Miidlcfex cfe^iioA, atii ttie 
feUds and anrmo&ties which it excited in the nati- 
on, though* not asthfe primary^ yA as tJie ^eal fe* 
^bhdarv caufe of the AmeYican war* we fliall he 
J>artic\ilarly attentive to every circumftance relating . 
to that finguW trantaAion, and ^ even to ^Mr. 
"Wilkce, tlie principal agent. Concerned in it. Tnifc . 
indeed) is the great hinge upon which the political 
events of the prefent reign for njany years turned : 
St is that which gave occafion to fudden changes o^ 
mihifl:er8jY»^d dangerous refolutions oF paVliam'ent, 
that woum tiever eHehave taken place ; and it cnr 
couraged bur Toreigh dependencies to take advantage . 
fef our internal <iivifionfe,ancl the conifecjuent weakneili 
and unpopularity ol government, by laying claim to . 
Feveral privileges and immunities, to which they- 
would other wife have never dared toprietend.'- In- 
deed, the poifonous feeda whieh it fowed,' or at 
. le^ ripened and matured, have not yet perh^s 
yielded their full harveft of national calamity $ hair 
can any one take wp©n him to fsty how fatally ck* 
tenfive< that harveft niay prove, till the differences - 
in point of trade and con^merce fubfiftinff between 
Great Britsfm and Ireland ar^ finally adjulled. 

This year his hiajefty eftabliflied the Royal Aca- 
demy of Arts,- for inftrttfting young ihenin-tlie 
principles of archite^ure, fcuipture^ and painting. 
The artift« nad, long before this, formed themfeJves 
into a fdciety, ^ndhad carried their refpeflive arts tp 
a very high degree of perfeftibn under the patron- 
age of the public.- The new inlVitution, there-* 
fore, had, for fome time, little other effe^ than to 
ipiit the artifts into parties. At laft, however, 
they were happily re-united. 

Frefh fuel Itill continued to be added to the flame 
that now began to hlaze out between 'Great Britain 

-. and 
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and her American colonies. Bj an mSk of parlia- 
ment lately pafied, certain duties wl^fe impoledup-* 
on glafs, paper^. and a few other articles imported 
from England into the colonies ; and» for the pur* 
pofe of coIleAing thefe duties, cu(lom*Houfes were 
cftabliflied in their fea-ports. Provoked at this in« 
vaGon of their libertieS| as they confidered it, tbejr 
now came to a dire^y as they had formerly done 
to an indireft> refolution to difcontin^e the ufe of 
Britiih commodities, until thefe duties (hould be re- 
pealed ; to effeft which, the affembly of Bofton 
wrote circular letters to all the other aOembliest 
propoGng an union of councils and meafures. For 
this ftep the afiembly of Bodon was dilTolved, and 
a new one convened ; but this proved as refrartory 
as the former, and was therefore, in a little time, 
like wife diflblved. The commiffioners of the cut 
toms were fo roughly handled by the populace, 
that they thought proper to leave the town, and re- 
tire to Fort William. In a word, the fpirit of dis- 
content became fo prevalent at Bofton, that two 
regiments of foot were ordered thither from Hali- 
fax, and as many from Ireland. A new -phenome- 
non appeared in Afia. One Hyder Ally, who had 
raifed himfelf from the rank of a common /capoy 
to that of a fotereign prince, commenced hoftilities 
againft the £aft India Company, and, in the courfe 
of his reign, gave greater difttirbancc to our fcttle- 
ments there, than any of the old and hereditary 
nabobs. 

When the new parliament met, the people ima- 
gined that Mr. Wilkes would take his feat along 
with the other members. In expeftation of this 
many of them aflcmbled in St. George's-field's, 
near the KingVbench prifon, where he was confin- 
ed, with a view of condufting hini to the houfe of 
commons. The Surry juftices foon came among 
them, and the riot a£i was read j but. the people 

not 
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oot dirpei fing, the military were called in, and were 
ordered, perhaps unadvifedl^i to fire. Several per- 
fons were flightly wounded, two or three mortally, 
and one was killed on the fpot. Lord Weymouth, 
one of the fecretaries of date, fent a letter _ 
to the juftices, thanking them for their fpi- A. D. 
rited condu£l in this affair. Mr. Wilkes, I'jCi). 
vho was no incurious, nor, we may believe, 
unconcerned (pcflator of the whole fcene, took this 
opportunity of exprefling his rcfentmenf againft the 
ininiftry, whom he regarded as the authors of all 
the perfecutions he had fuffered. He publiihed 
lord Weymouth's letter, with a few remarks of his 
own prefixed to it,^, in which he termed the affair 
^of St. George's-fields a horrid maffacre ; and thia 
ftep was cither conGdered as a reafon, or was made 
a pretence, for expelling him the houfe. The free* 
holders of Middlefcx, however, feem to hive been 
of a very diflFcrent opinion from the commons \ for 
they immediately and unanimoufly re-ele£|ed him 
their reprefentaiive. This eledlion was declared 
void, and a new writ was iffued. The freeholders 
ftill perfevered in their former fentiments; and Mr. 
' Wilkes was defied a third time, without qpppfition. 
A gentleman indeed, of the name of Dingley, in- 
tended to have oppofed him \ but the popular cur- 
rant ran fo ftrong in favour of Mr. Wilkes, that he 
could not find a fingle perfon to put him in nomi- 
nation. This ele£lion was declared void, as well 
as the preceding ; and left the freeholders of Mid- 
dlefex and the houfe of commons (hould go on 
for ever, the one in elefling Mr. Wilkes, and the 
othdr in declaring his election invalid, colonel Lut- 
^ trcl, fon to lord Irnham, and a member of par- 
liament, was perfuaded to vacate his feat by the 
acceptance of a nominal place, and to ofl^r him- 
felf a candidate. He did fo ; and though he had 
only 296 votes, and Mn Wilkes 1143, y^* ^^ ^^* 

declared 
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declared iti the hdufe, hf a grtiat tn^jatiif, t6 tffe 
the legal member. 

This was-confidered ai a fatal Viaw to the libeftteh 
ot the people, at leaft to tlic right of eleftibft, tte 
mod vital and eflential part of thofe HbercieS. ThiH 
floured pbifon into tBe politick! wbiind, fhkt T6ii- 
d^ed it perfeftly incurable. The Midalcfer efec- 
tion ma^ Kithcrtb be regarded mercljf' ks a cdAitrOh 
^ntrovcrced eleflion, in which tibiie but Ml*; 
Wilkes and his opponents Were cobc^rned. Pi'dHi 
diis time forward itaflumed a moi-e. dignified diV, 
a rtiore important afpeft Iriftead/of i-'ptiv4ifte it 
became a national concern. The ^hole b(iE!y 6f thfe - 
people took the alarm. iTiey rhbujght th^y {brefi^,-. 
ftl the deftruttion of the rights of the ftefeholdcrt-* 
of Middlefex, the utter ruin and fubvisffioft of thcit^ 
oWn. The confcquence was, that pfctitlons fitft, . 
ind remonftrances afterwards, poufecTin fr©W thfe 
diffetent counties and corporations of tfa6 kihgddifi< - 
Many of thefe Were of a vfery bold, and, ks fdiihfe 
thought, of a rtioft daring ifatufe. tliey ft6t only 
prayed for a diiToIutioh of parliament, bilt thfcy^Vifen 
denied the legality of the prrfent 6nlft, the validity* 
of its aiis, and the bbligalioti of the people to dbfey- 
them. In a word, they aftefted that the govern- 
ment was a£lua!ly diflolved. 

Ihe mmiftry had now bfbtlght th^Wfciv&i 
A. O. into a mod difagree^ble dil6mrtia. Thtf 
i 770. ought either not to have proceeded fo fat, 6t 
they ought to have gotie latthet. They tjught 
Either not to iiAVt furniflied the peofleWith a ]iift ' 
£au(e, nor even with a plaufible ptetencfe, fbt ptie^ 
fenting fuch fcmonftrances 5 or they ought to have 
punilhed them for daring to prefeht them. Thi^, 
however, they did not think it ptudcht, nor perhaps 
even fafe, to attempt, rhe cohfeijuence i3 obVt 
t)us. While the authority of government ^aS tha!» 
Vilified and defpifed at home, e^n it be imnginred, 

that 



tliut it fc6rfd t(t mlth rercrcncca <«r tfeTpyftefl 

^toad ? Whiffe it %3s dp€tily Biftifted atift bteiisw- 

beat in tftie Very mtttdpolis, fenfl iihiJer tht eye iff 

Ae kgiBatute, oaald it tie «cpe£l'ed, fh^t it ftotrWr 

be able to tn^itiraiti tts tiftral ferce and vigomt in rtrfe 

ercremie pm$ of rlie etnpitt ? 'tht Tuppc^tj'n is 

stWrtrrfl. fie, lihtrtfore, \^ho dots not p^rceite, in 

Ae t^fttftrfs and pufilfenimhy of th6%inifttrs trith 

i^atd to the iSRddkfet eWftfon,' tlxfe fttds of thfe 

American trar, and eren th>5 otigm tff tholb btitd 

claims «^rdh 4}e Irifti have fot fonre timie paft liWih 

making, a:nd ftill -contrnat to m^ke, muft ^bt ftit^. 

niifeefl with optics of a very iingukr^ lafnd, in otff 

dpinfen, a rery onnatursfl fhruEltrrt. Some of tbc 

freeholders of MidtfleTesc cvtw attempted tt) earrty 

fhisir fptcutative orintripies on this ftibjt<a into prat- 

tice. Theytefufed to pajr thfe limd-tTsx; ani tht? 

nfsattef was brought to a tnal. Btft this j'aty det«r* 

mined, that they were obliged to pay it*, and, rti 

fo doing, they diftovered moi^ firnin|ft and fot<i» 

mde than their mliers. This^ however, was bnt tf 

poor compenfation for the vraiittjf courage and con* 

fiftency in the miniftcrs. It was like cndeatvtynr- 

ing to fupport a mighty arch with a feeble btittrcfe^ 

when the key-ftone, that held it together, was re- 

iioved. •- 

In the totrrTe of this year a very important aft was 
faffed for regulating the proteedbgl of the hxnife 
of commons in controverted eleftions. Thefe ttfei ' 
formerty to be dcrtermined by the hpufe at large, 
and by a majority of votes, fo that they were con- 
fidered merely as, party- matters, and the ftrongefk 
party, which was always that of the miniftry, wa^ 
fute to carry the point without paying the leaft re* 
gard to the merits of the queftion on either ftdt. 
But by the bill which was now patfed,' commonly 
called the Grcnville-aft, s^s it was drawn up and 
brought in by Jir, Grenville^ they were ordered 

. " for 
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nor tbc future to be deckled bj a comttiitrec nf thur- 

1 1^ niberi, chofcn bjr loc> and u- - t^ : '^ ! 

I ti u of an o»tli ; and (mce - 

ulu$ Uv^i no wc ' f^ Uca 

fcnade agjiiofl the 1. ^ s* 

J Though the prcfcnt mintilry wu,-* l 

■oeca originally lecommcndcd 10 hbi^.-^v..:; ui •».,,* 
Chatham, and to have been guided for Tome tiinet^ 
m all their meafures, by his ri ^ vc-t, as they 

had of late affected to (land \i r own bot* 

torn, and ncglcded to coufult I' :n* 

lircly abandoned iheni, and rci^ : ' .: na 

keeper of the privy-fcal, which wag befto wed on the 
earl of Bridoi. His example was foon after follow* 
ed by the duke of Grafton, who was fuccce^led^ aL 
fiill lord of ihe treafury, by lonT "' ' ■ ^ , .^ 

unhappily for the nauotii wus ,,• 

try, which bcg^n the Americ4n wat whlwut tie* 
ceffity, condu£ttfd it without fptrh or prudence^ 
and at laft concluded it without honotit or adv^ii* - 
tage, nay, with infinite dinmnour and difadraiitaget 
zi they cut oW from the empire the tmmenfi: coo* 
linent of North Americai the brightelt jewel in 
the crown* 

This year our minifters g^^t a frefli proof of thegf 
pufdhnimity with regard to foreign poliric£| i^s they 
had already done with refpcfl to our dameflic con* 
cerns* Tlicy quietly fuffered the French to make 
a conqueft of CorCca, a fmull ill^iid in the Mcdi- 
tcrri<ne*in- This ilUnd had formerly belonged to 
the GcnoefCj who, by their cruelty and oppref- 
fion, h'KJ driven the natives into a revolt, wliidi 
they kept up for fome time with great fpint ajid 
pericvennce, under the conduft cf their gaMant 
countryman Paoli, and at bft frued themfelves from 
the dominion of iheir tyrannical mafteri. Thefe 
kil* therefore, unable to recover the iOand them- 
felve$> made it over to the French^ who foon fu!>* 

dued 
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dued It; though not^it is'Taid^.tilbit hadcpft them 
more than its real value. They loft in thta, utider^ 
taking ten thoufand men|. and they expended eigh- 
teen millions of Hvres. Many people thought the 
£ng]i{h ought to have oppofed this addition, how* 
ever fmall, to the French monarchy; but our roinifc 
ters were fo weak and founpopular, and thegrowing 
quarrel bet w-een thi^ country and America becam& 
every day,(p much more alarming,sthat their maxinv 
at this time, with regard to foreign nations, fecma 
tpl^ve been — let us alone^ and we will let you aipne. 
.The French^ howevcr^/oon after (he wed them that 
their condufib was dire£{6d by very differentmaxims^r 
About the fame time a rupture had like to have 
happened between this country and Spain, about a 
very infignificant place, , called Falkland's iiland, in 
the fouthein part of the Atlantic ocean. Mattera^ 
for fomc time v;ore a very hoftile »fp«£k j^ but at. 
lait the quarrel was amicably adjui^ed. 
' As the waves of the fea continue to he , 
ajgTtatc^for fome time, even after the ftorm A* IX 
th^t raifed them has been hid ; fo the Mid- 1.771*- 
dlefex election, tliough the fpirit of- petiti- 
oning had in fome meafure fiibfideti, ftill gave rifr 
tp fome fingular oecurrences that arc-well worthy 
of notice. A meiTcnger of the houfe of commons^ 
having come into the city tofeizc a printer for pub- 
lifhing the fpeeches of the members, this lad fent 
for a^condable, who carried both him and the met*- 
fengcr before Mr. Crofby, the Lord Mayor. That 
gentleman^ together with the alderman Wilkes and 
. Oliver, not only difchsrr^ed the printer, but requir* 
ed the mefiengier to give bail to anfwer the com*- 
plaint of the printer againft nim,. for daring to feize 
him in the city without the order of a magiflrate ; * 
9Dd uppn his refu/ing to do fo, they (igned a war- 
rant for his commitment to prifon; upon which he 
confented to give bail^ and was fuffered to depart. 

The 



Thfet^ftm*)^ *ftffed aft this fcon^rtJlptoiF their au-i- 
dRH*(y, «^Al*y <hbu;ght it, ofdefcdthc'Ldtci'Maybr'- 
Md Ate two Wldevmen to rfppc^r btffdfe Vh'efh/ Mr. 
CiH)%*W(!Mlr.01iVfer, as mtttibfirr^f tlie boufc, 
afWfMia! Iti ^eir J)Iatfe } but Bfe. Wfllsfes YrfaTcd to 
appwfr «ile& -he TJi^as TpferfnHted td tikt iiis*>ftat tor * 
MiMkftx. A% tfhty had fto Wcdiod'of cbmiiig 5it 
t*ft hfftct'giWtfcrt^n, tifty tdWffetrtea thtrnfeFv^i 
Krttk Wiirifcitig flic Wk) fbYftiien ^Tbey HvlSre atcord- 
itJgly Yeift ttothfc T6Wer, ^lite¥t ttity c6ti^tiutd iii^ 
cffttfitfdfhMt till thceirS tif titfe feteon. lliis year, 
a ih«idffrl femlhc liaptftWed 1ft the Eaft Indies, 
wliidh, «iecoYditi|j to wait •lC'C6ufifs, 'CaYri'e*d off 
sAfOnt Wie-fhirtl t)f *<he itih^bftanis,. thatlp, ibout 
ten tWiMiotPs ctf p«6p}^. . This-ftborgc 6t hca>c"n i* 
ftW lb have bcfert fltH ftitthfeffcitafpenratfed by the 
vitkitty t)f man, Marty tif ithc iroftibany's fcYranti 
wcr^ Iwcttfed of having bought tip the geeateft. J>art 
of the rice (thfc ^Irtfcf or altnoft ttte oiilyftfod of thft 
natives, tre the Pythagorean fyftefti, ♦hkh thtr* 
fo1k)tfr> prohibJrs them the ufe of anirtwlfdod) ^M"^^ 
to ha'vc f6M it 'out at fuch aft eiorbitant price, ^ 
. to put it abfoJutfely bbyond the teach bf tht Jjo&rrt^ 
(bit o"f the preoplc. 

foefthrt Icingdorws 2(1^ fubjeft' td ftfch VioltntT 
iht^s 'atid ConVulfions uj>oh tvecj Vifcancy biF the 
thrdtte, tfert it had bteti thought pYoptt, in tnoft- 
df the fnodci^ ftattt of Eurbp*c, to eftablifti het^di- 
f^ry tttottafthfefe ; atid even in Iherelaftadit^ated^ 
th\^ is -ah^ay^ tittfended ^ith fuch civ!l ^^'rs «Yid 
yjodd!h^, that it has bteen fbCind eJfpedieittt to Veep* 
the Vttie of fircecfBon as cteaV ^nd diftind ^s pbffi- 
He. Thb "is th« reafc^ ^hy .foYntiA ait^ntibn is- 
giy&i in thfe coamry to the martriageso? the fbyftl^ 
family. The kitig'a two bVbthers, thfe *ilces bf 
Glouceftet and <^umbfer!arnd, having ttiarfifrd pri- 
vaieiyi thefbiito<ft, tbttduntefs do wag'er of Wal(fe; 
grtvfc; ^te J^tttt, a widow ladyof thfe«ame of ItoV- 

ton, 
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paii^d, dRa&ii^g, €bat-a)I'tb€€lefcen<km<6<ef A. ®# 

oefies *w:1k> -have RSatf ied, or 'itidy liapea^ier 

xmsX'X^ kite fdieigti leflii]it&) Aall \^ incufMble-of 

con^FaStng -starri^ withmit <the prcvioos confeat 

bf the^ktii^or this %coe{Ier6oi« -the ikronC) figfii£e4 

timl^ftf tbe tgrofK ife«Ij a»d 4eG4«r^ Jn ^xntnoiH tbat 

c^ery j^ichrj^vMrckiige^ without {u<;h oonfertt;^ flMiU^be 

n^ti«i^ tok; 4ibat, 4K^i4Jiete£9| fodh<kfoeiid^t9^ 

'lieing^^ftbovc^he s^ of ^tw^fi^j^five years^ «peB thck 

g4P<^h|g the iprivy c€uiicil twek'c monibs^ previotn 

R&(fteH»f ihok^efign^ n)«^ after t?he expi^petioti of 

ikat ti&Kin, ^titier ii^!to*«MHrnage wii4^ the roy«J oon* 

feifii ii«^fs J>oth imiics kA pa^k)|iem fiwll «^k4>in 

YlVat tiflifi el|p«e&ty 4ed«rc their <ii{^>piK)fa^tk^ of 

it *, -imd d^it ftM per£^M| #ha ihall kaowiii^ly fHt- 

fometo 40]ein&4^y or «fi>(l at the cekW^artien -ci 

tuefa-i^irt marriage^ ihall be liable 4o all th« frakia 

»fid {^efiQ^ties of the .ft^«66 of p|:iem<i»iire. 

In the cOurleof this -ftfTioYi-^ materia} altei^atioh 
was aade la the ^rJMniW few of Ihe 4df)gdom. 
Formerly^ when « felon refufed to pkac^ be was 
ibefiched omt upon Ms back «% f^ll kdgthi «fhl ^ 
heavy weight land upoh his breaft^ whirch was gpa* 
dtsel^', though 46w>y, inereafed tiil he e«pifed } 
doting which operation he^ was fed wiiEh aothing 
but a ci^ft of bread and fome dirty \ii«terv By « 
bi1I| w^hich was n&w palfed, this bai4>aroil8 pradiise 
wais abdalhed^ and adi felons rdu&ng to pkad af« 
a%dgeU to ht guthytyf diet^rtmea kid te tleir . 



jiti a£i of injuftice wascominitted this yc^r By 
tmt lof the firit clowned heads in Europe, \^hichj 
though not intmedtately <omie£bed with the hiftor^ 
offii^and^^nightiiot'tohepBiied'ov^ tafilence. ht 
waa kdeed of fo ^agvaet ^ead atrocbvrt a tiatctfOt 
that for a fifinter^Re ia ipiiv«beiif«, the Mthoi^ 

would 
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would htrrc been brought io comK^n pantftmetrS - 
What I allude to» is the diftnembennentof Poland) 
The emperor^ Otrm^njy the king of Pruffia, and 
the emprffs of Ruffia, entered into a confederacy; 
or rather a confpira€yys(for a rrioft viHainous confpi-i 
racy it was) to div ide-among themfdves the better 
part of that fertile country^ to -which they trumped 
up fome old antiquated claims; and to form the reft 
into an: independent kingdom, to-be governed by the 
{Nrefent fovereign, ^with an hereditary^ inflead of an 
eie£tive^ title : and as none of the other powers of 
Europe thought proper' to interrupt them in the 
profecution of their fcheme, they were at laft fbllf 
able to accomplifli' their purpofe. This year was 
Hkewife didinguifhed by a remarkable revolution 
in the government of Swedeni as well as that of 
Denmark. The king of Sweden^ in violation of 
the aioft facred engagenrrenn-hc had tome under at 
his nccefiion^ raifed himfclf from being the moft li-i 
mited to-be one of the mod abfolute monarchs in 
Europe. In DennMrky the king was deprived of 
the whole fovcreign powers which was ingroiKd by 
bis mother-in-law, the queen dowager, and hisha}& 
brother, prince Frederick. His two principal fa- 
vouritcsi the counts Struenfcc and Brandt, were 
brought! to the block. Even the qiieen^confort^ 
Matilda, fifter to his- Britannic majefty, very nar- 
ipowly efcaped with her life. She afterwards retire 
ed to Zfell, in Gei^manyr where (he lived for a few*- 
years, at the end of which (he^ fickened and died. * 

To give fome check to the rapacity of the EzA^ 
India Company's fervants abroad, a fapreme court 
of judicature wasnoweftabtiffaedisit Bengal, confift- 
ing of a chief juftice, with a f»lary of 8ooe/. and 
three inferior judges> \irith a falary of 6000/. ; but 
whether this inftitutioi> will produce the-happy ef^ 
fe&M intended by it, will require perhaps a longer 
time to deteroiine. than has yet elap(ied« 

About 



rOr^.4)RG.E III. 381 

, "* AboQt this time* tha common^ peqpk o£ 

Ireland, and in the north of Scotiaud, wera A. D. 

fo cruejly harrafled.by thcit unfeeling land- '1:773. 

lords, who raifed the rent of their land upon -~ 

them urithoutconfidcripg whether they could pay it, 

that they: emigrated in great numbers to America; 

and of thefe, it is faid,. wasprinclpally compofed 

that army, ivbich firft began the-war in that part 

af the world, £ondu£led it with ftich fpirit.and per«. 

(jsverance, and did not conclude.it till they had ren-. 

dered themfelyes and their new-adopted country 

independent &{ their old mailers. Opprefled. fub- 

jefts, when driven to extremity, become the moft 

dangerous and inveterate ibes : They are aftuated 

^ by a fpirit of .revenge ?gainft their former tyrants, 

.which cannot.be fuppofed^to influence the natives 

J* of a foxcigaxountry. 

This year Captain Pb^ps in the Sea-harfe, and 

^ Captain Lutwidge in .the CarcaCe, were fent out by 

: the government, in or<ler to examine whether there 

v\ra8 a pofTibility of difcovering either a>porth-eaft 

. or a north-weft paflage to the Ea^t-Indie^; but after 

- (jailing to. the latitude of 8 1 degrees, 39 minutes, 

they were prevented by the mountains, or rather 

; the iflandg, of ice they met with, from proceeding 

any farther,, and they therefore returned home vvith* 

. out being able to acco^iplifh their purpofe. 

This reign, indeed^ feems, for fome years p^ft, to 
:have J?een particularly diilinguiflied by the fpirit of 
adv(hit\ire. .Four different voyages have been per- 
j formed round the wotJ^,; for the fimilax: purpofe of 
makipg difcoveries in the. South- fea : the firft, by 
Couimodpre Byron; the fccond, by .Captain Wallis j 
.'the third, by. Captain Carteret; and the fourth, by 
> Captain Cook^. and none of them have entirely fail- 
ed in the obje£l of their deftination 5 each of the 
..circumnavigators having either found out fome n'ew 
CQuntcies, or fomething new in the manners of thofe 
' ' " . that 
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fjh^t wtxt iltmif k!>owT!, Caprvtn Coo^ t^*i*— *"' 
" (icfformetl a iVcon^l vch?»jr«? TtuKid the v 

lime, whrD^ ^f nil lovr 

a I merit, he w^^ iir-J 

bititnts of one <j: .j inl 

c South- Tifa^ called 0-t^»hf her. 

at fubjed of difptite between t^"- ' — ^i?f- ' 
knd her Amencan colonics, w. :ht 

r ^ r . ,^Ti. The patH atnen t vf G tlm t ! j . m j l i j m* j 
i -n its right of ta*T7^^ •htm by ^"^ ^' n pro* 

per authority* The colon ■ nd' 

md that they eouki not b. -j, - ;. i.-.-^ /,,;,,jar! 
their ow!i coiifent i and ralhifT than fobmit to znf 
tn%c$ otlrerwifc impofedj they feemed wtlHug to 
encounter every danger, attd to nfk eirerf extremity; 
I^iordcfi bowercfitotrythelrtemperj ar ' le- 

ihcr they m*ould put their threats in praci , mc 
tea was fent out to Americ*i, loaded with a cecttitr 
duty* This tea was not only not fulTcfed to be land^ 
cd,but W3S fern back toEngltiidwith the uimoft^con^ 
tempt and lndi|;naiIon, In the harbour of Bodoit 
u met with a ft ill worfe reception. It was t^ken 
out of live fliips by the populace, aod thrown 
A* D* into the fea. To puniHi the Nsw-E tig land** 
1774. crs for this a<[ts of violeiicei two bills wer^ 
now pafTcd ; one for Ihutriog up the port of 
Boflon I and the othen for taking the execiitiYe 
power aut of the hands of the people, ami yeflniig it 
in the crown- Though the minifkr had hithertD 
carried every thing in parliament with 3 higlt h<tnd| 
yet as that a Hem hi y was now drawing towards 2ti 
cnd| he began to be apprehcnfrvc that it^ would 
not be eafy 10 procure another honfe of common* 
equally obfequiotis, if the pc:ople were allovTed to 
he prepared for the elections in the ufual niarmer. 
He therefore refoived to Ileal a march upon his an- 
ragoQtfls^ and to take the people by furprife* The 

pari !a meat 



the erwl.of the fi^. feffipi}, ^. ^ nftw Qiift wt» 
uhipfon, ^jig^^y QQftT^Jyr ^13^4 QompJaifei«: \«ilh:. dit 

Xfep ^?- of fo^criry,. we, ham ?a«ri<mo4 ahorai 
li^ca-e le)^elifi4. i^ j^pe^r^Aae-oiily/ a^ tbd ^wik of 
^papp-,/yet{Wpft Qfe tbe o^fefifi Qplquiejb foon todi 
-the ^aju». Xfeey^ tjioRg^t ^h«y» fovjci, ia tfte^ falo of 
t})ii|;'depro^e4t9M% ^hft ^HftiihflPifP^rthft* might fooq 
be, m^iSicid,, ofi tfceinfelv«ft> ^.thuy. hs^^liheoo 
,g,i<]iltj5.Qf ntf^.)^tJif 4^i8tc^k»«j i/: n«t m dfi(boy# 
i»gt. ^ ^^fl^ ii^iref iifi*7^ tfe^: (;ta^ T:h«f ► 4er«fiojW| 
tf^^lSqlye^, to^m^a o*^^ CAH|jrn,Qnr.Qa\4fe.Mid» the peo» 
pb^ oft lilerW ?pg!laA4i, a^d- ^i^Qfdii^ly, all: the- old 
^fn\fyi QpJmP^ (fclp^ Sfi9ti%.asaiGieprgia.c«i»pt# 
.C^. fcnfrdej^g^yti^ oi;^l»mHl»QQipr|5ctft)a.|paiieyri'a& 
>f(e/xjb(ljr, \^l>iQh,n>^iti at.EhfUd^ipbiaj^. and ai&nu»j| 
!ftji5,i?a,]p(i^ qi; thg Qc^gr-e/s^. pr^efer^is^ aMW aod fpW 
^rited rcmonftrance to. hj.a i|i«gi9%,. fa/icjtiog a. nc** 
-drdTs^of grie]Ka|itQfi^. G^tgia^. thc>yewi©Uawing, 
-speeded to^tb^.u^iop, apd tK*st,QQqipkjtaii the nun^ 
r^erof thft thkte^ 4nitfidvproviiw:e^>. whiqh fopit 
after, rftvp^te^froqi the:nf)Q^^^^(;<>UJ«r1y^ apd'at,!»ft 
rejad^rcd thqrafcivef. foK^re^g^^ ind; iodfipefldent 
iftgtes. The* coj^gKi&a^nqt fi^i^eA with* t^ nomos* 
'Ar^n^^. to theiilig,^ q:?j^rJAd: th€bIf«Je5¥.-:Eijgl«ndfii». 
tp.opppfe th6;ex^utipn af.t}*e:B^fto«Poi;t Bi\\^ aod( 
.of the -other feyefe,a^§ thgjLhi^d hefaa.laicJy.pafliBdi 
-a4aip(l,theip,.an4:thl?y. eve.n proi»ifodc;to*affifl: d»m« 
in caf? of neceflity, To, tfeip,. irideedi that: poopliij 
w£re jTujSf ientljr di/ppfed by^ their, owarii natuiajii 
-teipper, 38,^0/ all the /imcrkAfi.c&lonieSy Npiw Bog*, 
land wttS.. perhaps the pjoyinQe^.^i^hiehrirQai' its ia«i, 
• .djependqit.fpirit in rdig;iot>,h?d l0flg.eft.,cberifted,tho^ 
wift, and even ente|taitted th^.hppesi of bjecomiog* 
iijdependent in government. 

Tbe fire, therefore, whi(;li f^id be€^ fo loogfrnpul'^. 
derlng hej(;ween,Gres|tGpUiaMiihfircp]oi)ie$>. novi 

broke 
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broke out into an open flstme. General Gage^ go- 
vernor of MaflachufetVbay, hearing that the pro- 
vincials had -collected a quantity of military dotes 
at a place called Concord, fent out a detacbment in 
order todeftroy them. This deuchment met a 
company of militia «t Lexington, about fix miles 
from Concord, between whom and the king's 
forces a few (hot were exchanged, by which eight 
provincials were killed, and feveral wounded. The 
detachment then went on> without any farther in- 
terruption, to Concord, 'wbere they dcftroyed the 
ftores i but in their return from thence they were 
fuddenly attacked by a large body of provincials^ 
who harraified them moft terribly until they reach- 
ed Bofton. In this -a&ion the king's troops loft, in 
killed, wounded, and prtfoners, two hundred and 
fcventy>three men, of which (ixty»five were killed. 
The lofs of the provincials amounted to about forty 
killed, and twenty wounded. . 

The news of this engagement were no fooner car- 
ried into the difierent parts of the country, than the 
whole province wa« at once in arms, ' and Bofton 
was, in a few days, invefted by a body of militia, 
amounting, it is f^id, to twenty thoufand men. 
The congrefs too, upon hearing of the affair of 
Lexington and the blockade of Bofton, heartily ap- 
proved of all the fteps which the New-£nglanders 
had taken y and they pafled a refolution, declaring, 
that the compact between the crown and the peo- 
ple of MaffachufetVbay was diffolved. They ftrid« 
]y prohibited the people from fupplying the army, 
the navy, or the tranfport thips, with any kind of 
proviGons* The more effeflually to mark their con- 
tempt for the Briti(h government, they erefted a 
poft^office, at the head of which they placed Dr. 
Franklin, who had been difgracefully removed from 
the poft in England ; and upon general Gage's 
publifhing a proclamation, ofiering a pardon to all 
3 . fuch 
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fitch as^fliohild kf down their arm$ and return to 
their diityi but excepting frofn it Meff. Handcock 
and Adams* they immediately chofe Mr« Handcock 
prefident of the congrefs. 

As matters had now been carried too far A. D« 
to admit of any immediate reconciHation; it 1 775.' 
was generally imagined that each party 
would watch an opportunity of (Iriking fome blow 
that might give it a decifive advantage over the 
other. Nor was it long before it appeared that this 
apprehcnfion was but too >¥ell founded. There is 
an eminence, called BunkerVhilli upon a narrow 
neck of land or ifthmus, in the neighbourhood of 
Bofton. Upon this htil the provincials threw up, 
in one of the fhort nights of June, a (Irong redoubt, 
coniideraUe entrenchments, and a breaft-work al- 
moftcannon^proof. In order to diillodge them from 
this poft, which might have given great annoyance, 
as well to the town as to the (hipping in the har- 
bour, a detachment of fomewhat more than two 
thoufand men was fent out ufidcr the command of 
the generals Howe and Pigot. The attack vi'^as be- 
gun by a heavy cannonade, not only from the af^ 
failants, but from the flitps and floating batte- 
ries, and from the top of Cop's-hill in Bofton. 
This fevcre and inceflant fire the provincials arc 
faid to have borne with a firmnefs and 'refolution 
that would have done honour even to the mod: ve- 
teran troops. They did not return a (hot, until 
the king's forces had advanced almoft to the works, 
when they began, and kept bp for fdme time, fiich * 
a dreadful and continued fire upon them, as threw 
our troops into confufion, and killed many of our 
braveft men and officers. The troops, however, 
were inftaotly rallied, and returning to the charge 
with fiKcd bayonctsand irrefiftiblc fury, they forced 
the works in every quarterj^ and compelled the pro- 
vincials to abandon the poft, and withdraw to the 
continent. This advantage, however^ was not 
S gained 
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sained but at a very great cxpeac^. AttiioA one 
balf of the deuchroent weic either killed or woand- 
^dy the numbers of which together amounted to one 
thoufand and fifty-four. 

The number of officers that fell in this a6lion, 
compared to that of the private men, was greatly 
beyond the ufual proportion j and this is faid to have 
been owiQg to the .followiog circumftance. The 
Americans had trained, and employed on this oc- 
cafion, a certain fet of foldiersi called maiicfmen 
or riflemen, who excelled all others in uking a fare 
and ileady aim. They had likewife furniflied them 
M^ich a new kind of muikets, called rifle- barrelled 
guns, which not only carried the ball to a greater 
dijlance, but fent it in a more ftraight.aad.direQ 
line than the common, firelocka. Thaxs our officers 
were marked out, and difpatched by tbefe riflemen 
.\Kith almoft as* fatal a certainty, as a bird is ihot by 
a fowler when perched upon a tree. 

To , underftand their motive for this conduft it 
may be proper to obferve, thati during the whole 
courfc of the war the Americans < ox prtrfledii parti- 
cular anlonofity to the officers of the.Britifl] army 
beyond what they (hewed to the cemmop meoi and 
probably from an opinion, that the war was difap- 
proved of by the great body of the Englifli nation, 
apd was chiefly approved and fupported by the no- 
bHity and gentry, of which two.clafles of people the 
officers of the army are in genera Kcompofed. They 
pro(>abIy too bad another end ip view, ^and.that was 
to entice ihe common men to defert from the army, 
and if not immediately to join the American forcest . 
at lead to bcoome fettlersin the country, and there- 
by add to its (Irength and population s nor could 
any thing withftand the flrong temptations that 
were thrown in their way for this purpofebttttheix. 
fidelity to their jLing, an4 their attachment totlieir 
native foil. 

TJie 
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Thefpiiit diffkiycd by the. Ncw-Englanders on 
this qccafion, no dbubt encouraged the congrefs to 
proceed with greater alacrity in their military pre* 
parations. They had, fome time before, given or- 
ders, for raiGng and paying an army, and they now 

'pubiiOied a declaration, of the motives that com- 
pelled them to take up arms, and their determined 

.refolutioii not to lay them do\^n, till all their griev- 
ances were redrcifed, that is, till the obnoxious 
afts of parliament were repealed. They likewifc 
appointed Mr*iWa(hington, one of the delegates for 
Virginia^ to be commander in chief of all the Amc*^ 
rican forces. 

But to (hew, at the fame time, that they had no 
inteiitton of feparating themfelves from the mother 
country, they prefented an addrefs to the inhabi- 
tants of Great Britain, another to the people of 

.Ireland, and a petition to the king, in which they 
difclaim all thoughts of "independence, and declare, 
that theywifli for nothing more ardently than a re- * 
conciliation with th#^ parent (late, upon what they 
call juft and reafonable terms. And, in the opi- 
nion of many people, fuch terms might have been 
granted them at this time, as would at once have 
gratified their ambition, and would neither have 
hurt the honour nor tlie intereft of England. For 
this purpofe feveral plans were propofed by the mi- 
nority ; bat they wete all of them rejefted. " 

Our minifters, indeed, feem now to have been 
pofleffed with the romantic notion of conquering 
America by force of arms, which perhaps was at no 
time praflicable^ or had it been, the keeping it in 
fubjedion would have coft us more than all the ad- 
vantage wc could ever have derived from it. Per- 
hap§, indeed, no country is worth the retaining 
that cannot be preferved othcrwife than by a mili- 
tary force. 60 ftrong, however, was the delufion 
under which the miuiftry then laboured, that they 
S 2^ were 
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were incapable of baTmg tbeir ejcB opuncd e^en by 
I the very intcrcRing intelti^eiicc licy receive ■ f 
I Mr. Pcnri, one of the moft wolthf and i 
[ t: men in America, He wns a dckea4« 

I re4t Perm who had foutKicd the coloiiy 

lei Penni^lvania i he was himfelf one of chc chief 
Lftroprictctri of that prtnince j :Mui lie had biooj^lic 
I over the lad petition to the kio^ from the Amcri- 
Ecaitcangfcf^. He was now e-\ ' ■ * « ^ufe 

Ivf lords, ami the fum of hii i to 

Lprovcj thai the colonies had not yet iuiined aoy 
likOgii of eredling themfclves into indepetidau 
E Hares v tbat^ on the conirary, they were cxtretwdy 
Ickfirous of conipromifitig all diiereuccs wiih the 
t mother country upon ec|uitiihlc terras; but that| if | 
I their preL^nt applicalton for this purpofe (tneaniug 
llhe petition) was rfJL.£ted, there wa^ great rciifoti 
lo fear th;it they wo u lit etuer i»to alljjnces with fo» 
. feign powt^ts; in<l that if oncefuch alliances were , 
l^iiadei it would be no cafy tnattef to diiToIve thenu. 
Ko regard , however, was paid to his in ^ ^^n^ 

rjid aS| to the petUioii itfcif, he wa» r rhe 

L^^intilry, ihat no anlwer would be - to it. 

I It is eafy to imagine what an im^ : j fuch a 
Efiaughry and cuntcmptuous treattneat mull make 
• t)pon the minds of the Americans^ ehiicd, as they 
were, %vith the honour they had acquired by their 
galbnt behaviour in ihc b4nleof BynkerVhilh and 
now perhaps » for the luit time, bn-guiin^ig to feci 
L their ftrength iis a people. The fafl b, that cli»r- 
mng the whole of thisjinh^ppy cjuarrti, our fpinif- 
Kers feem to have entertained too me.in an Dpi fl ton 
B^he fpirit, as well us of the refource^, of the 
Hp^ricanB. This, it is thought^ wns the critical 
iSioment fur putting an end to all -■' 'ih 

hhe coloniea, wiihoiit proceeding ti ili- 

lidesj bui this moment being onceloit could ncircT 
Ja^ rcco versed, . 
|lL The 
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The Americans were not fatisfied 'with .afting 
rnetely on the defenGve, or within t4ie limits of the 
aflbciated provinces. A party of New-England and 
New-York militia made an incurfion into Canada ^ 
tinder thegenerals Montgomery and Arnold, They ; 
reduced the forts of Chamblee and St. John, and ' 
even the town of Montreal. They a&uafly at- 
tempted to take the city of Quebec by ftorm -, but ' 
Montgomery being killed and Arnold woamded in 
the affault, they weire obliged to defifl from the en- 
tcTprifej and a large body of troops arriving foorr 
"after from-EngTanrf, they were finally compelled to 
evacuate the province. * ^ 

The army, however,* in Bofton was now redac* 
*ed to a moft miferahle condition. General Howe, 
Vho had fiiccefeded General Gage' in the command 
of it, though an officer of fpirit, and of great mi<^' 
Ittary {kill, and even fruitful in refoorces and ex- 
'pedients, found himfelf totally unequal to th« diffi- 
culties oi his fituatidn. He was effe^lually cut off 
from all communication with the continent of Ame- - 
rica, from which he could not exped the lead fup- 
ply of provifions. The , ftore^-fliijps from England 
not only arrived flowly; but fcveral of them Were 
even intercepted by the enemy. In a wor^d, the 
:irmy as well as the inhabitants of Bodon were in- 
^he moft {ra'mmcnt danger of perifhing of hunger. 
To add to their diftrefs, the Americans had ereft- 
ed fome ftrong batteries upon the adjacent hills, 
from whence, in the fpring, they began to play upon 
the town with incredible fury; and now 
Bflailcd at once by the horrors of war and A. D. 
"of famine, neither of which it was in their 1776.' 
power to repel, they found it indifpenfibly 
neccfiary to evacuate the place. The army accord- 
ingly,, and fuch of the inhabitants as chofe to fol- 
low its fortunes, being put on board fome tranf- 
pprts, they fet'faii from Bofton, and, after a quick 
S3 pafl'age^ 
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paffagCf arrWcd fafcly^'at Halifax in Nova Scod:^ 
General Howe had no fooner quitted the town than 
general Walhington took pofleiFion of it, and being 
a (lifted by fomc foreign engineers, he foon fortiS- 
ed it in fuch a manner as to render it almoft ia> 
pregnable. 

About the fame time an expedition was under- 
taken againft Charles-Town, the capital of Scuth 
(j^arolina, which (hewed us to be as little acquaint- 
ed with creeks and harbours on the coaft of Ame- 
rica, as we foon after appeared to be with the inte- 
rior geography of the country. The fleet was com- 
manded by Sir Peter Parker ; the land forces, by 
General Clinton. The troops were difembarked upon 
a place called Long Ifland, feparated from another 
named Sullivan's liland, only by a flreight, which 
was faid to be no more than eighteen inches deep 
at low water. Upon this vague report our com- 
manders planned the expedition ; and the fuccefs 
was fuch as might have been expefted. The enemy 
had erected fome ftrong batteries upon Sullivan's 
Iflind, in order to obftruft the paflage of the {hips 
up to the town. This pod the admin^l attacked 
wiih great gallantry ^ but when the troops attempt- 
ed to pafs from the one ifland to the other, in order 
10 fccond his efforts, they fouml the ftreight inftead 
i)f eighteen inches, to be no Icfs than feven feet 
• <leep. The confequence was, that the admiral, af- 
ter continuing the a£\ion for the fpice of ten hours, 
and after having loft fome of his braveft men and 
oiEcers, and even a (hip of .war, which he was 
obliged to burn to prevent her falling into the hands 
of the ^nemy, was at laft forced to give up the en- 
tcrprife as altogether impraflicable. 

The news of this mifCarriage, and of the miftake 
that gave rife to it, were received in England with 
the inoft perfe^l indifference. The faft is, that 
our minifters, and indeed a great part of the peo- 
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ple»' feem at this time to have fallen into a flate of 
the mod unaccountable Jiflieifnefs and inattentioa 
to the national honour and the national intereft. 
The people at large appear to have been of opinion^ 
that as no great honour could he derived from fuc- 
cefs in this war, fo no great difgrace cotild be in- 
curred by a failure in it ; and lofles' and difappoint- 
rrients, which, had we been engaged in hollilities 
with a forcigur enemy, would have fired the nation 
with refentmenti'and called down the.utmoft weight 
of pUfblic vengeance upon the awthors of them, 
were now paffc<i over as Common and triviul occur- 
tences,- 

The/Amerlcans now^ began to think, that nratters-* 
had been carried to too great an extremity between- 
them and';:the mother country, ever to admit of 
any fincereor lafting reconciliation. They likewife 
refieftedi tha^t ifc^hiie they continued to acknowledge' 
thcmftlves'fubjefls'of the Britilh* empire they were 
naturally regarded by the reft of the world as rebels 
fighting againft their lawful fovereign ; and that 
this might prevent foreign ftates from entering into 
any public treaty or alliance with them* Moved, < 
therefore, by thefe confiderations, they publifhcd>- 
about this time, their famous declaration of inde* 
pendence, by which tb^y^ difclaimed all allegiance 
to the crown of Great Britain, ami erected them-', 
fclves into free and fovereign itates. 

General Howe did not remain long ina£live at *^ 
Halifax. Setting. -fail from that place he arrived- 
off New York; and being there joined by his bro-' 
thcr, lord Howe, with a large fleet and confidera- 
blc reinforcements, he drove the enejny firft frow* 
Long Ifland, thcp fronv tiie city of New York j 
aod be compelled them to abandon Kingfbridgc at 
the extremity of. New York Ifland, where they 
had^hrown up fome very (Irong works. He even 
puriued them to a piace called "White Plains, where ' 
§ 4 he 
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he had a flight ikirmifh with them ; but not being 
able to brinp them to a general engagement, he 
returned to New York, where he fixed his head- 
quarters. 

The affairs of the congrefs were reported at this 
time to be in a very defperate fituation. As their 
troops had been en lilted only for a certain term, 
which was now expired, their army is faid to have 
dwindled down from twenty-five thoufand to three 
thoufand men. Two ftrokcs, however, which ge^ 
neral Wafliington foon after ftruck, and which con- 
tributed equally to raife the fpirits of his own men, 
and to damp thofc of the Britifh troops, feem to 
correfpond very ill with this opinion. On the night 
of Chriftmas day he filently croflcd the Delaware, 
and attacking a body of HeiSans that were quar- 
tered at Trenton, he made nine hundred and eigh- 
teen of them prifoners, whom he fairly carried off. 
In a few days after, he croflcd the river a fecond 
time, and falling upon a body of Britifli troops un- 
der the command of colonel Mawhood, he either 
killed or captured the greatcft part of them* Thefe 
fuccefles, indeed, might be as much owing to his 
intimate acquaintance with the nature of the coun- 
try, as to any fuperiority of force he poflefled. 
liut the advantage which this knowledge of the 
country ^ave him, feems to be a circumftance that 
liCver entered ipto the heads of our minifter? or 
comm;;nders i and to counteracSl which it does not 
appear that they ever took tlie leail eare'j or ever , 
made the flighted provifion^ 

France and Spain had hitherto profcflTed to obferve 
the molt exa£t jieutrality^^ith iregard to Great Bri- 
tjjin and her American colonies. A ftep however 
which they now took, was fuflicient to render their 
fincerity fufpecfled. They opened their ports tp the 
American privateers, and fuffered them publicly to 
difpofe of the rich prizes they bad taken from the 

Britifli 
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SritiA merchants. They likewife fupplied the 
•Americans privately with millery ami other mili- 
tary ftoreia ; and fuch nvfmbers of French officers 
and engineers went over to^he weftern world, and 
joined fhe American army, as added greatfy to the 
fcill,an<l confequcntly to the (Itength, of the enemy. 
' At the fame time, both thefe pbwers continued to 
increafe their marine with fuch unwearied dili- 
gence, that it was plainly fotefeen; and even fore- 
told by every perfon of common fenfe, that they 
would foon throw off the ma(k they had hitherto 
worn, and openly declare in favour of the Ameri- 
cans. But thefe predictions were difregarded by • 
the miniftry, or rather were treated with the moft 
fupreme contempt : they affecled to laugh at them as 
the vifidnaryconceits'of wrong-headed politidans*. 
W^ havd already obferved, that on his rnajefty's 
accefiion, 800,000/. a yearhadbeen fettled upon 
hito for his civil lift. But' this fum ^ad hitherto 
been found unequal to the expences of the civil go- 
vernment. Above half a million of rnoney, there- 
fore, was now granted for defraying the arrears of 
the civil lift,, and an addition of 100,006/. a year ~ 
was made to this branch of the revenue; fo that 
hi^ majefty has at prefenfpoOjOOoA a ydar for'fup- 
^ parting the charges of his civil government. What 
^opinion even fome of the minifters themfelves ^d 
of this meafure, may be eafily learned frdfn the 
fpeech which Sit Fletcher Norton, fpe-pker of the 
houfe of commons, made to the king, when he 
^ prefented to- him the' bill for this ptirpole.^ He told 
him, that his faitliful commons had given him this 
mark of their affeclion, at a time when their con- 
ftituents were labouring under burdens ahnojl too 

heavy to be bornt;. -<</rhey havc,^' continued 

he, ** not only grartted to your Majf fty a hrge pre- 
fent fupply, but alfo a very great additional reve- 
nue i 'great beyond example 5 gteat beyohd^your 
' S '5 ; majefty*s 
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wiajcaya highcJl etpcnce.— Bor all this, Sir, ^vtr 

I ■ - in a wc'^ ..... 

•' . wifcty, V. \ . . 

^^ vrti il>e immense turn 

^ ..|M-, ta ihc eafpenccs of iLl v.ti. , 

own to the tradefm^n anil the iofcfioT i : 

the cr<^wn* As Iq the fuperior fcrvanifi, Uircu^ti 
wiiofc haudd tbc momy paf&s» it is to be fuppcficd 
thtf lute too great ^ i cgatil for the hoaoor of fhcir 
Iiivemgn ever to fuifcr him to ran verjr deep in 
arrears to them. 

In ilic nionth of Jatie, general H^*'-^ ^'^ -n - 
A. D. fd the camps ign in the provinc: 
'777' York, and ag^in exerted hur i 

i^ours Eo bring the ci»tmy tC' > 
tion; hot thU, as fororjetly* was avoided by general 
Wiinungton vrith fo much ability and fuccefs^ as 
fooQ procured thit gentleman theappctlationt mhkh 
he "^ ' indeed to have juHly dcferved, of T^- Ar:** 
rl !Lis* General Howe, finding it ^ 

eilh^c to provoke or c;nttce the enemy to a piti;l> 
<:d battle in the tiorthern colonies j icfolvcd to try 
hU fortune in I he more foorhcrn provinces* Ac- 
cotdingly* embarking bis army on board of abour 
two hundred tranfports, he fct h\[ for PhiUdeTphiai 
but when he arrived at the mouth of the V ' ■ r:, 
ii^hich leads dire£lly to that ci(y» he founJ > 

nel of ihe river filled wirh fuch a t]yiir]|t: 
vanx-de-fri7r> as reiidejrcd it abfokucly h; ^ -. 

He therefore landed his tronps at Elk Ferry in Ma- 
ryland; and on his march from this bft pJscr, he 
met general Wafhingxon on the banks of the Br.indy* 
vine river* "Waftiington, beirijx eiiremety dcfirotia 
of pTOtctling Philadelphia, refoiv^ed, eoiUTary to bitf 
yfyat maxim, to hazard a battle, 1 he two^rmkfi 
in confcqucnce^ immediaicty came to an engage- 
lltent, and after a ievere and bloody conflifti which 
cofutfbued througb tLe whole dajj the enemy were 

u 
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9t lift obliged to yield to the fuperipr difciplinc of 
the-£ngli(h troops. Bj this means the king's forces 
^were enabled to continue their march to PhiladeU, 
phh, of which they took, poffejflSofi, though the 
greateft f^at' of .them were- encamped at a village *' 
called German Town, about fix miles from the city. , 
' General Wafliihgton, though' Worftfed in thfe battle 
of the Brandy wine, was neitheV fo much weakened • 
jior difplrited by that events as to prevent his under- 
taking, in afhort timer after,^a very bold enterprife, • 
•which waS:?S' little expefted by his frifends as his 
enemiesr He had taken poR at a place* called Skip- - 
pachCreekiaboutfixteen miles from GermanTown, • 
where he received sr confiderabie' reinforcement. 
From thi^ placei'on*the third of Oftober, he fet out 
iilently by tiigbr,: and arriving at -German Town ' 
:.about three in the mormng^ he fell upon the king's • 
"forces with fucb injpctuofity , as to throw lihem*int6 * 
confufion; but thefe laft being foon rallied, and 
biou^ht to the charge, the enemy, in their turn, wette 
-obliged to retreat, though this they did With- fuch 
good order a* to carry off their cannon with'them*' 
The lofs of the royal army in this allien amounted * 
-to- above five hundred men; that of the enemy was 
probably more confidelrable. 

Gcncrnl Howe fuftained a ftiir greater lofs in » 
• clearing the banks* of tthe river of tbofe forts which ^ 
the enemy had ^refted upon them, -and which pre- 
vented the approach of the {hips to the town with 
the • neceCiry il ores and proviftons.- A (Iron g body 
cf Heffiaas, which be fent out upo« this^tvice, 
w€rc almoil all- of them either killed ofwoumied, 
and were obliged torelinquiih the enterprife. But 
as there was an indifpenfible necellity for deftroy- 
ing thefe forts, without which.it would be impoffi- 
ble. to fubfift the army in Philadelphia during the 
winter, feme (hips of war wtre warped up the riv^, 
wkich f6oiifi}enced.the batteries i andjireparations 

beingf^ 
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being made for ftorming the forts on die land^fide^ 
the enemy at lad thought proper to abandon them. 
The chevaux-de-frize, however, dill coT)|inued in 
the bed of the river» and prevented the paflage of 
any ihips of. war, or indeed of any ibtps of heavy 
burden. 

The king's forces were not fb fuccefsful in the 
northern as they had been in the more fouthern pro* 
yinces* General Burgoyne, who comm^ded an 
army in Canada of about ten thoufand men, in- 
cluding fome Indians, refolved with this body to 
make an impreffion upon the province of New 
England. He crofled the lakes George and Cham- 
plain without oppoGtion. He even reduced the 
fort of Ticonderago. But, upon his arrival at 
Saratoga, he was iuddenlyTurrounded and attack- 
ed by a Superior body of New-£nglanders under 
the generals Gates and Arnold, and after fighting 
them two different times with great bravery, though 
with great lofs, his camp was at laft ftormed, and 
.he and his men .were obliged to fubmtt to a capitu* 
lation, importing, that they Ihould lay down their 
arms, and* be condudied to Bofton, from whence 
they Ihould be allowed to embark for Great>Britaia« 
upon condition of their not ferving again in Ame- 
rica during the prcfent war. ' 
' A little before this an cjLtraordinary revolution 
happened in the taft-Indies. Lord Pigot, governor 
of Madrafs, was, merely for executing the orders 
of the diredlors,^ feiaed and imprifoned by the lead- 
ing members of the council ^ and even his life was 
at firft thought to be in danger from the vioknce-of 
his enemies. His own feelings, however, in a liN 
tie time, completed what his adverfaries had either 
. Jhe prudcnte or the humanity to forbear. His high 
fpirit could hot brook the indignity that had been 
eflTered him ; he foon after ilickened and died; and 
fcis death was thf more fincerely lamented, as with- 
out 
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oat making invidious comparlfqps» it may be lafe}^ 
affirmed) that his lordfliip^was a man of the moft 
amiable chara£ler of any that ever made a fortune 
intheEaft. .' 

Civil wars are always attended with a fptrit of en« 
thufiafm, which frequently carries men -ta the com- ' 
Tniffion of crimesy the bare thoughts of which, in 
their cooler momentSi would fill them with horror. 
It wa^ no doubt under the influence of this fpirit» 
that one Janies Aitken^ commonly known by t^e 
name of John the Painter,' fet fire to the rope-houfe 
at Portfmouth^ and to a Areet called Quay-lanci in 
v'Briftol. He is even faid to have forrae3 a plan for 
burning all the principal trading towns in the ifland^ 
together with their docks and (hipping. 6ut before' 
he could carry any more of his hellish defigns into 
execution, he was feized, tried, condemned, exe* 
cuted, and hung in chains. 

What had long been forefeen by alnioft 
every fenfiblc and unprejudiced man in the A. D. 
kingdom, and repeatedly foretold by the t'j'jS^ 
oppofition in parliament, now came to pafs* 
The French threw off the mafk they had hitherto 
worn, and op«nly declared in favour of the Ameri- 
cans, whom they acknowledged as fovereign and 
independent ftates. > 

General Clinton, who had fucceeded general 
•Howe in the com'mand of the army, now evacuated 
Philadelphia, and retreated to New York, in his 
march to which he was attacked by. general Wafh*- 
ington 5 but no great lofs was fuilained on either 
fide. In this adion, indeed, general Lee was ac-* 
cttfed of not haying afted with his ufual alacrity in 
attacking the Britiflii troops, and being found guilty^ 
was fufpcnded for a year. It may be worthy of 
notice, that this gentleman had formerly fcrvcd in 
the Britifh army, which he had quitted in difguft, 
and had ever fince efpouied the caufe of the Ame- 

. • ricans^ 
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ricansy whofe intereft he had promoled with eqo^ 
zeal and a£livtty^ i^e had particularly diftingwCh- 
ed himfelf in the defence of Sullivan's Ifland* Some 
little time before this, he had been taken prlfoner 
by a flying party of the Englifli army, and ik^s 
threatened with being tried and punilhed as a de<> 
ferter. But the congrefs declared^ that if any rvo^ 
lence was offered to his perfon> they would imme- 
diately retaliate upon fuch firitifii oncers as were 
in their power. And to compenfate for his capture, 
general Prefect, a Britiih officer, was foon after 
taken prifoner by a fmall party of the Americans ; fo 
that thefe two gentlemen .were very foon exchanged* 

Though war had not been formally declared be<- 
tween Great-Britain and France, yet there could be 
iio doubt hut that thefe rival nations were in a itatc 
of a£^ual hoftility. Fleets were accordingly fitted 
out on both fides* D'Orvilliers commanded the 
French fquadron; admiral Keppel condu£led the 
EkigKfh* The fleets met on the 27th July, when a 
running fight took place, but no decifive a£tion. 
Admiral Keppel was afterwards accufed of not 
having done his duty, by Admiral Pallifcr, the fe- 
cond in commands He was therefore tried, but 
was honourably acquitted. Pdllifer himfelf was^ 
likewife tried for difob^dience of orders, and was 
partly acquitted and "partly condemned. 

In the courfe of this year died the celebrated earl > 
of Chatham, one of the greateft orators, as well as 
one of the ablefi and mo4t fuccefsful mi.nifters that . 
this country ever produced. As foine mark of na- 
tional gratitude for the many eminent fcrvices he 
had performed to his country, the fum of twenty 
thoutand pounds was now granted by parliament 
for difcharging his debts; an annuity of four thoa« 
(and pounds was fettled upon his fon and fucceiFor, , 
and upon all the heirs of his body that (hall inherit 
the eai-idom of Chatham y his remains were interrei 
4 with 
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:?girith great funeral pomp iH Weftmtnfter Abbey; 
and a monument was ordered to be ere£led to hi» 
inemory at the public expenoe. 

Thia^ year a bold advemnrer of the name of Paul 
JoQea kept all the weftern coaft of the iflandin alarm. 
•He landed at AVliitehaven, where he burned a (hip ia 
•the harbour, and even attempted to burn the town. 
He afterwards landed in Scotland, and plundered thcf 
•houCe of the earl ef Selkirk^ He fome time 
after fought a' bloody battle with captain A. D» 
♦Peatfpn of the Serapis, whom he compelled 1779, 
{to fubmit : and fo (battered wa$ his own fliip 
Jn the engagement^ that he had no fooner quitted 
-her, in order to take poffcffion of his prize, than 
4he went ^o the bottom. Captain Farmer, too, of 
the Quebec, fought a no iefs defperate battle with 
a French fliip of greatly fuperior force. , He conti* 
,nued the engagement with unremitted fury, till his 
own (hip, accidentally taking fire, was blown. into 
the air, together with himfelfand_ moll of his crew. 
. The chief fcene of aflion between the Englifli and 
French fleets was the Weft-Indies, where we reduced 
St. Lucia. But this advantage was more than coua« 
.tcrbalanced by the lofs of Dominica, St. Vincent's, 
and Grenada, which the enemy took from us. No- 
thing of importance happened this year in Americar,' 
-except" the reduction of Georgia by commodore 
Parker and colonel Campbell j and an atten^pt 
which the Frcnqh admiral D'Eftaigne, and the Ame- 
rican general Lincojn, made to i^ecover it ; but in 
which they were bravely rcpulfedby major-general 
Pxevoft. As to genera) Wafhington, he ftill kept 
upon the defenfive; nor could Sir Henry Clinton, 
with all hi$ military ikill and addref^j b^ing him to 
a pitched battle. 

A fre(h attempt was made this year to compro- 
mi(e all di^erences with the American colonies in 
as amicable manneri and for this purpofe thr^s 

commiiBners 
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commiflioners were fent o«t to that part of the 
worldy viz. The earl of Carlifle, Mr. Eden^ and go- 
vernor Johnftone; but it was plain to every man of 
common fenfe, that after the fword had been vfed fa 
long, it was in vain to think of fettling the difpute 
with a fewftrokesof thepen* Thisnegociation^how* 
^ver, we chiefly mention for the fake of a noble and 
high-fpiritcd anfwer,.tbat was given by Mr. Reed^an 
American general, to one of the commiffioners, who 
had offered him the fum often thoufand pounds, and 
•any office in his Majefty's gift in the colonies, provid- 
ed he would ufe his influence in bringing about an 
accommodation. This offer Mr. Reed coridered as 
an aitemprto bribe him ; and he therefore-replied— 
« I am riot worth purchafing; but fuch as I am, the 
king of Great-Britain is not rich enough to do it.** 
Times of civil war and commotion, as they fometimes 
give rife to the mod (hocking vices, produce likewife, . 
upon particular occafions, the mod exalted virtues, 
the purelt patriotifm, the greatefl elevation of mind, 
and the moft fteady and incorruptible principles. It 
'has been laid down as a maxim by fome wily itnd 
worthlefs politicians, who judge of all mankind by 
themfelves, that every man has his price ; but here U • 
a man who plainly appears to be above all price. 
• The king of Spain now followed the example of 
the French monarch in acknowledging the independ- 

* enceof the American colonies •> and tht fleets of tliefe 
two great powers Being joined together, rendered 

.them more than a match for tjiat of Great- Britain. 
This fummer tlie militia was drawn our, and en- 
camped in diflPerent parts of the kingdom', whicii Jwd 
at lead this good effe(f>, that it helped to relieve the 
langour of that unhappy race of .mortals upon whofe 
hands their time hangs heavy, and who do not know 
how to pafs the fummer 'months, w))en deprived of 
that everlafting round of diverfions and amufemenis, - 
whi^h thev enjoy in ^he capital during the winter. 

The 



GEORGE III. 401 

The civil tranfa^kions of next year confift- 
ed chiefly in fome ^ittempts that were made A. D« 
in parliament for reducing the public ex- 1780* 
pences. By a plan of Mr. Burke's the board 
of trade and fome other ufelefs and fuperfluous of- 
fices were aboliftied. And by a bill, introduced by 
the minifter himfelf, commiflioners were appoint- 
ed to enquire into the public accounts;' and the 
difcoveries they made in the couife of their exami- 
nation threw great light upon the colleflion . as 
well as the expenditure of feveral branches of the 
revenue. . . 

This year a man Parted up from the depth of ob* 
fcurity, ia which he had for fome time been buried 
by debts and difficulties, we do not fay to retrieve 
the honour of the Britifli flag, for that had never 
been tamilhed ; but certainly to 'carry it to a higher 
pitch than it had lately attained. The man we 
mean is admiral Rodney, who, being entrufted with 
the command of a fquadron, fet fail for Gibraltar, 
and in his way thither, firft took a rich co;ivoy of 
Spanifli merchantmen ; afterwards defeated a fleet 
of Spanifli men of war, taking the admiral Don 
Langara'^ fliip, and three other (hips of the line ; a 
few months after he fought a moll obftinate battle 
with a fuperior French fleet under the count ile 
Guichen in the Weft Indies; and to mention all his 
gallant aftions at once, in 1 782 he obtained a mod 
"glorious viftory in the neighbourliood of Jamaica, 
over another Frehch fleet commanded by the count 
de Graffe, taking the admiral's own (hip, the Ville 
de Paris of iro guns, and feveral' others. For 
thefe heroic atchievements he was raifed to the 
peerage, which he fcems, indeed, to have juftly 
deferved. 

The principal events that happened in America 
this year were the redu£lion of Charles Town, 
South-Carolina, by jSir Henry Clinton and admi*- 

ral 
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ral Arbnthnot; the defeat of general Gates hf 
lord Cornwallis ; the execution of major AfidTee> 
adjutant-general to the BritKh forces, wha was 
taken in difguife within the American lineSy and 
•condemned as a fpy^ i and the defcnion of general 
Arnold from the American caufe ; and his joining 
the Britifh -artny. 

Our more immediate domcftic occurrences were 
of a moft (hocking and difgracofoi ' nature.^ In 
confequence of feme indulgencies now granted bj 
the parliament to Roman Cathdiics, a riotous and 
licentious mob aiTembled in St. GcorgeVfields, in 
order to petition the two houfes again il thefe marks 
of lenity ; foon after which they proceeded to GOtn- 
mit the moft terrible dcvaftations. They deftroyed 
all the Romifh chapels in and about town ;_ they 
' burned the prifons of Newgate, the Fleet, and KingV 
Bench, together with the houferof many privato 
perfons ; and they were even going to make-afr at- 
tack upon the Bank, \<4ien they were happily opw 
pofed by a body of citizens, who had learned the 
military difcipline, and called themfelvea the Lon-^ 
don Aflbciatton, as well as by the regular troops 
vho were now called in -, and thefc two together 
foon fupprcfled the riot^ tho* not till they had kilU 
edj or mortally wounded^ about two hundred and 
twenty, of the ringleaders. Lord George Gordons j 
was afterwards tried for jiaving coUefied .this af* 
fembly ; but as it appeared that he was a^Sluated 
merely by religious prejudices, and had never en^ 
couraged the mob to commit, nor even cxpeftcd 
they would commit, any outrage, he was acquitted. . 
The events of iy8 1, were neither nume- 
A. D. roHS nor important ", yet fome thing§hap» 
fjS i\ pened in moil quarters of the globe that are. 
worthy of notice.. As if we had not had a 
fufficient number of enemies upon our hands ai- 
ready^ we now thought proper to increafe the lid 

by 
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Vy engaing in a war perhaps rather raihly and even 
unneceflarily, with the Dutch. In the Weft Indies 
-we took from them the iflandof St. Euftatius ; but 
it was foon after retaken by the Rench. A defpe- 
rate engagement happened off the Dogger Bank be- 
tween a fmall fquadron of Englifli (hips under ad- 
miral Hyde Parker, and a like fqiiadron of Dutch 
.(liips under admiral Zoutman. The aftlon was 
-maintained for three hours and forty minuteJs with 
equal gallantry on both fidesi and .at laft' ended ift 
^ drawn battle. 

In America,, fbme petty iklrmlffies happened by 
land, and fbme trifling encounters by fea, in fomc 
. of whrch we failed, and in others fucceed^d. ^But 
.at laft earl Cornwallis, our fecond in command, got 
himfelf into a fituation in Virginia, from which no 
military fkill or generalfhip could poflibly deliver 
. him ; and he was therefore obliged to fuxrender 
himfelf and his whok array priioner^ of war to the 
united armies of America and France, under the 
command of general Wafliington. This was the 
iccoridBritilh .army that had been captured in Ame- 
.rica, and might have ferved'to convince our minif- 
t^rs, if any thing could have cinvinced them, of 
the extreme difficulty, if not the utter impoffibility, 
of carrying on a fuccefsful'war in fo remote and 
extenfive a continent, where the enemy, as natives, 
- .were fo much better acquainted with the face of 
^the country, and confequentlj poflefled fuoh infi- 
nite advantages aver us. 

In the Eaft Indies we had fomewhat "better foi*- 
t«nc, H|dY Ally indeed, a«d the Marattas had 
joined tjieir arms againll us, defeated colonel Bail- 
lie, and ooliged Sir Hedlor Monro to retreat; but 
i)ir Eyre Coote arriving^ and taking upon him the"' 
command of the army, (boa obtained a complete 
victory over the enemy. 

Though 
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Though the capture of lord Cornwaliis did 
A. D. not put an aflual, yet it may be*feid to have 
1782; put a virtual end to the war in America. 
All hope's of conquering it were from that 
moment abandoned as vain and chimerical ; and 
every military operation, that was afterwards car- 
ried on, was not/fo much with a'vii^w of fubjugat- 
ing (he colonies, as to maintain the honour of the 
Britifh arms. The objeft of the war, therefore, 
being now fairly given up as altogether unattain- 
able, the minds of men in general were fet upon a 
peace ; but as peace could not be decently conclud- 
ed by that miniftry which had fb long and fo obfti- 
nately carried on the war, there was an abfolute 
neceflity for a new minillry. The old miniftry . 
therefore was difmiffed, and a new one appointed, 
in its room. The marquis of Rockingham was 
mAdc firft lord 4>f the treafur^ •, lord John Caven-- 
difli, chancellor of the exch?quer,; Mr. Fox and 
lord Sheiburne, fecretaries of ftat« ; the duke of 
Richmond, matter-general of the ordnance ; and 
general Conway, commander in chief of the army.' 
In a word, there was hardly a fingle member of the 
late miniftry who retained his place in the prefent,. 
except^ the chancellor, lord Thurlow j and he i^ 
faid to have had a capital hand in bringing about 
the change. ' 

We bad almoftforg'ot to mention, that ever fince 
the commencement of hoftilities with'Spaiti, the 
fortrcfs of Gibraltar had been clofely invefted by 
the troops of that nation ; but all their attempts 
were rendered inefFeftual by the ^mirable ikill 
and gallantry of the governor, general IHIot. He 
,. commonly fuffered the enemy to finifli their works 
before he attacked them; and then, in the fpace 
of a few hours, he either fet them on fire,, or le- 
velled them with the ground. In their Uftattempt 
upon the place, they attack'edit with a number 06 
* gun-boatSft 
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^''gun-boatS) that are faid lo havp been bomb-proof; 
but thefe he likewife contrived to fet on fire by fir- 
ming red-hot balls into them^ The Spaniards, how- 
ever, though they failed in this attempt, fucceeded 
in two others. They took from us the ifland of, 
Minorca, and the province of Weft Florida. 
The miniftry were proceeding diligently with the 

• "work of peace, negociatione for which ^ere opefned 
. at Paris, when they fuddenly, and unhappily for the 

nation fell in. pieces by the death of their leader fhe 
marquis of Roctcinghamw He was fucceeded by 
the earl of Shelburne ; and this gave fo much dii^ 
. guft to fomc of the prinibipal member^, of admini- 
ilration, that Mr. Fox, lord John Cavendifli, Mr, 
Burke, paymafter of the forces, and fcveral other 
gentlemen refigned their pl^es. VThe new minif- 
try, however, (for fuch it may be called) were as 
zealous for a peace as the old one, and they ac- 
-«S<tingiy^roceeded to fettle the terins of it in the 
. vbfift «amTlp they eou^d : but before they could 

• co^pl?l|| thywork of a* gerielWlvpwdfi^ion, they 
.were Qbl%gji to give ,way to the fuperior paifiamen- 

tary intereft of Mr. Fqx and lord North, who 
imrmed the famous coalition, and though 
loverly iW di^rent in their poHiical fenti- A. D. 
>ment^ *iio^:ame in;to power as^riends and 1783. 
>o-a(iitttyjJBThuS Mr. Fox had die fatif* / 
^:*»ii5^%»Uhi4Jfc* >^9»9i^e had/begun 

-Tnfd^ tjfc m«cqui§pf RopkinM and lorJ North 

had the ligqrtificatbn of beH compelled/ to ao- 
kncwledMJie JM^ehdencepf tbofe co)onles|i/hich' 
he l^ad lc^fct%i ^^hi_m felf, hiaibv^ei^,'and»the 

, mt\SllftflflU0t§jf/ll^f being able, to conquer. 

The peace being concluded, the next objecl that 
/^ngaged the attention ^Jhe miniftry was the ftate 
of our affairs in the EalMndles. Whether Mr* 
vFox's bill (as It is uAKillyValleci) 'for regulating 

:tkfe affairs was n^rafher tck violent yre will not 
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take upon us to determine. But furely^ if ever 
there was a wound ia ttie body politic that requir- 
ed the probing*knife of a bold (late-fargeon, it is 
the management of our affairs in the Eaft Indies, 
which has long exhibited fcenes of. cruelty^ rapa-* 
city and oppreffiouy that perhaps are unequalled in 
the annals of mankind. This bill| however, ex- 
cited fuch a ferment in the nation, as, when aided 
by the arts aiid outcries of the numerous friends and 
dependents of the Eaft India Company, efFe£tua(Hy 
ferved to overthrow the miniftry ; , and they 
A. D. therefore, in their, turn, were obliged to 
1784. make room, not indeed for the return of 
. lord Shelburne (for hcT did^ not chufe to ap- 
pear) but, in all proWbility, for fuch as he thought 
proper to recommend. The parliament was difTolv- 
.cii and writs were ifiued for eledling a new otie. 
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